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THE LIFE 


OF 

SIR WILLIAM NOTT. 


CHAn’ER I. 

noil’s AnXiETUiS—THE DOOBASEES—THE HEFENCE OP JELLAllABAD 
— MAJOK-CEKEIUl. VOIXOCK—MAJOR OETHAM —IIEIQADIEB ESG- 
land’s REPELSE at lIVKirLZYX- LORD ELLENBOKODGII ASSUMES THE 
eOVERSMENT OP iNDU-^THE GOVERNMENT KESOLVEs TO WITHDRAW 
THE TROOPS FROM APPGlfANISTAN—NOTT’S VEXATION—Ills OBEDIENT 
SPIRIT—ENGLAND JOINS NOTT—TUU RELIEF OP KHV.LAI-I-CUILZXE— 
THE PALL OP GllL'ZNI. 

The anxieties of Major-General Nott had by no 
means terminated with the dispersion of the Dooranees. 
The situation of the garrisons of Ghuzni and Khekt-i- 
Ghilzic, and the condition of the sixteen officers, the 
ladies, children, and soldiers,who had been taken prisoners 
by the Affghans in the Caubul Passes, formed subjects of 
the deepest solicitude. It was part of his instructions to 
bring away the garrisons of the two fortresses, if he 
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should find it necessary to retire to Scinde; and how 
to reach them, beset as the intervening country was 
with large bodies of the enemy, became a question of 
deeo concern. Without cavalry—for a reinforcement 
of which arm he had frequently applied—without am¬ 
munition, medicines, and a sufficiency of carriage, it 
was impossible for Nott to move with any prospect 
of achieving much good. An accession to his strength 
had been promised from Scinde under Brigadier Eng¬ 
land, but March, 1842, was waning, and England came 
not. The plan chalked out for Brigadier England is 
thus given in a letter from Captain Hammersley, the 
political officer at Quettah, to Major Outram: 

Mnrcl) 15tb, 8 a.h. 

My dear Major, 

I have received your letter of the 10th just now, and am 
delighted to find that iny own views on tho subject have so 
far agreed vvith yours. Hawlinson’s letter of tlie 4th has 
arrived most opportunely, and has still further strengthened 
my opinion' that Brigadier England should not delay an ad¬ 
vance towards the Kojuk, but that his advance should bo 
made with as little incumbrance as possible. I would recom¬ 
mend his moving a compact little force, with only five lacs, 
or even less, of rupees, some of the inosf useful inedioines, 
and no more ammunition than is absolutely necessary for the 
detachment. If General Nott moves down to the Kojiik, well 
and good; tho treasure &c., which will be sufiicient to main¬ 
tain the troops for at least a month more can be made over, 
and the force from this can either occupy Fort Abdoolah, or 
return to this place to await the remainder of the division, 
and, if necessary, to assist it through the Zig Zag. I do not 
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see what advantage is to be gained by tlic reoccupation of 
Killa Abdoolali, and any small force placed there would be 
liable to much annoyance from the enemy's horse, who would 
most certainly prevent supplies for man and beast being 
brought in there, and it is out of our power to procure car¬ 
riage here just now for the conveyance of a month's supply 
beyond what would be required for the march. Should Gene¬ 
ral Nott feel disinclined to move down to the Kojuk, which is 
very possible from what Brigadier England wrote to him, we 
shall turn our niaroh to good account by opening the now 
completely closed road to Pisheett, and thereby giving an 
opportunity to the Syuds and the Tireenees to bring in their 
supplies of grain and camels for sale. Unless something of 
this sort is done, carriages will be found wanting by-and-bye, 
for not an animal is procurable for hire to Candahar, and 
should we have to retire in the autumn, we must depend alto¬ 
gether on our own Government camels. I have already 
mentioned my having written to the Tireenees, recommending 
them to remain as they have iiitherto done at their homes, and 
not to be led into any compact with the rebels Mahomed 
Sadig and others, who wish to bring all into the same dan¬ 
gerous position they themselves have foolishly chosen. I 
pointed out iiow the Tireenees, from their homes being in the 
plains, would be the first to suffer if they were found to deserve 
punishttient, and that if they continued quiet their property 
would be certainly respected by us. Yesterday a man whom 
I had placed at the Hydezye returned, and states, “ The day 
before yesterday (l'2th) the Tireenees left Mahomed Sadig, 
as he would not promise anything or give anything.” Now, 
if we were to move at present towards Killa Abdoolah, these 
Tireenees would gain confidence, and most probably shake off” 
all connection with Muhorned Sadig. Tiie late turn our 
connection with tho Kakurs has taken renders the necessity for 
strengthening this place the more urgent, for we must be pre- 
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pared for opposition to the advance of the next convoy; and 
if the Brigadier takes the force he proposed from this, we 
cannot create a diversion at Doozdea in support of the escort, 
as the latter passes through the Zig-Zag. You will see by 
what 1 have written that I think Brigadier England should 
advance, but neither cross the Kojuk nor remain at Killa 
Abdoolah, and that the move back on this place will be pre¬ 
ferable to either—these infernal camels take up such a line, 
that there must be great difficulty in protecting them. I 
am thinking that our treasure boxes, so well known 
now, might be exchanged for this trip for something 
less likely to cause suspicion. Even green bags would be 
preferable; but waggons, if procurable, would be better still—• 
we used to carry treasure in them in India, and they are very 
easily defended. I have one, and there are some tumbrils which 
answer the purpose just as well. 

QuclU, March 18,1843. 

My bear Hammersley, 

I will thank you to acquaint Major Rawlinson, for the in¬ 
formation of General Nott, that I propose to leave this on the 
22nd, and hope to be at Hykulzye on the 24th; that under 
present circumstances I think that I shall best servo the pub¬ 
lic cause by trying the influence of the presence of a body of 
troops thus far in the Pishing valley, and that I shall stay 
there unless I hear that General Nott has actually sent two or 
three Regiments to the Kojuck to meet the treasure; that I shall 
take ten camel -loads of musket ammunition, in the hope of 
their transferring it to Candahar, and four lacs of rupees; 
.that our scarcity of carriage still impedes us on every point, 
therefore that General Nott had better send camels enough to 
meet these things with the battalions he detaches to meet mo 
at the Kojuck ; that I have but one troop of cavalry with me 
and 75 Poona Horse; that I expect in ten days 150 more of 
the 3rd cavalry, and thus it will be seen that there is a total 
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impossihiiity to detach cavaliy from hence to Candahar; that 
although I have now no apprehension of disappointing Gene¬ 
ral Nott by not being at the Killa Abdoola so early as the 
20th, yet that I shall not delay to make the movement into the 
valley in the full confidence that my doing so will act as a 
good diversion in favour of the operation at Candahar. 

(Signed) R. Emoland. 

Pray be so kind as to say tliat I should write to General 
Nott myself, but that I know the difficulty of transmitting more 
than one small note at a time, and that as you were writing I 
begged you to convey these particulars. 

Letters from the Brigadier had reached the Ge¬ 
neral, mentioning the anxiety of the former to get to 
Candahar; but Nott dissuaded him from attempting a 
rapid movement without an adequate escort. The 
General knew that an opposition was organizing in the 
Bolan and Kojuck Passes. 

Nearer home the General was much troubled by the 
Dooranees. They had not retired to any great distance 
after their signal defeat. They hovered in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, committing depredations upon the villages on 
the left bank of the Urgundab River, appropriating the 
forage, and turning off the water. To protect the vil¬ 
lages and procure forage, Major-General Nott detached 
Lieutenant-Colonel P. Wyraer, an officer of excellent 
judgment and determined bravery, with three infantry 
regiments, and two troops of horse. The Lieutenant- 
Colonel came up with the rebels at Baba Wullee on 
the 25th of March, and after a smart action, in which 
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they received much severe punishment, succeeded in 
dispersing them. 

Amongst the minor matters worthy of notice, as 
illustrative of Nott’s anxiety for the tranquillity of Can- 
dahar, and the well-being of the people, may be men¬ 
tioned his establishment of a bazaar outside the town 
under the charge of Lieutenant Tytler, and the dis¬ 
bandment and disarming of the Janbaz cavalry, in 
regard to the treachery of which corps the details have 
been before given. 

Turn we for a moment to the condition of affairs 
east of Caubul. 

Sir Robert Sale had found the town of JellaUabad in 
a very dilapidated state, and wretchedly defended. It 
would have been easy for him, tried, skilful, and daring 
soldier as he was, to have continued his march through 
the Khyber Pass, and so into the Punjaub. He felt, how¬ 
ever, that so long as there remained a chance of the 
escape of the troops in Caubul from their beleaguered 
condition it was his duty to provide them with a rally¬ 
ing point and a place of shelter. Aided, therefore, by 
the energy and talent of the officers by whom he was 
surrounded, Captains Maegregor, Abbott, Backhouse 
Broadfoot, and Oldfield, and relying on the excellent 
discipline of the 13th Light Infantry under Colonel 
Dennie, and the 35th Bengal N.I. under Colonel Mon- 
teath, he caused the town to be fortified in the best pos¬ 
sible manner; and although repeated shocks of earth¬ 
quake destroyed the works and a part of the town, the 
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indefatigable exertions of the officers and men repaired 
the damage with incredible rapidity.* After the mas¬ 
sacre of the retiring army of Caubul, Mahomed Ackbar 
Khan with a considerable force surrounded Jellallabad 
and cut off the communication with India. The Khy- 
beree Chiefs warmly seconded his endeavours. An 
attempt was made to release Sale with a brigade of four 
regiments under Colonel Wild. The attempt failed. 
Destitute of artillery, and perhaps lacking science, Wild 
was driven back with heavy loss. Everything now de¬ 
pended upon the advance of Major-General Pollock 
with a large force. But Pollock was delayed for some 
time by the absence of carriage. It was not until the 
beginning of April that he could enter the Khyber Pass. 
Occasion will presently offer for noticing the sequel to 
this movement. 

The purpose with which Pollock was directed to pro¬ 
ceed to Jellallabad was to relieve and withdraw the gar¬ 
rison, and treat for the release of the prisoners in the 
hands of the Atfghans. No idea was entertained of 
his advancing to Caubul at that time, whatever might 
have been contemplated at a future season, when his 
force should have returned to India. 

To insure a correspondence of action between Pol¬ 
lock and Nott, Mr. George Clerk communicated the 

* I'd' :i. v^'ry interesting nuii accurate account of tin; defence and 
(enure of Jellallabad, see the G. Gleig’s little, volnme, ‘‘Sale’s 
Brigade in Affghatiislaufonning part of Murray’s Home and Colonial 
Library. 
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Government plan to Major Outram, by whom it was 
made known to Nott, whereupon the General wrote the 
following letter to the Secretary to the Government of 
India.* It was dated the 24th of March, and there 
cannot be a doubt that it exercised a very material in¬ 
fluence upon the ultimate resolution of the autho¬ 
rities. 

Caiidahai- March 24,1842, 

Sni, 

I have the honour to acquaint you that a copy of a demi- 
official communication, dated the 35th of February, 1842, 
addressed by Mr. Clerk to Major Outram, has just reached 

* How entirely Outram, who liiis Ijcoii justly oalled the Bayard of 
India service, entered into Nott’s vicw.s, in respect to an advance, is 
demonstrated in all his private and demi-official correspondence at this 
time. In a private letter to Mr. Maddock, dated the 13tli of March, 
we find him writing; “ I know not how Mr. Clerk will net on the 
discretionary powers given to him ; but I conclude, from his character 
and devotion to Govcniment, that he will not scruple to take upon 
himself the responsibility of strengtbening instead of withdrawing from 
Jellallabad, because I think he will, with me, see utter rnln to our 
cause in Affgluuiistau, and consequent evils nearer home to result from 
that measure; and it is in that hope, and witli the view in that case, to 
add my humhle testimony as to the necessity of maintaining our 
position at Jellallabad and Peslmwur, that I venture thus to write to 
you. My purely disinterested motives for doing so vul '.iiliiiM. 
be a sufficlimt apology to yoursdf for this intrusion, and as I beg you 
to let it go no fnrtlier, unless you. approve of my sentiment, none is due 
to others. I do declare to yon ■ that 1 consider withdrawing from 
Jellallabad, and shrinking from forcing tlio Kliyher, and supporting 
that post tantamount to disgnicefully tlu'owing up the game in Affghau- 
istan, not in any way to be countcrlmlanced by the most extoisive 
operations in tills quarter.” 
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Candahar, from which I Icam that “ Government have 
directed the Commander-m-Chicf to require Major-General 
Pollock to withdraw the Jellallabad garrison, unless un¬ 
foreseen circumstances, &c.” 

When f view the intimation thus received of the orders of 
Government, in connexion with their intention conveyed to 
me in despatches as per margin,* and also with their avowed 
determination to redeem the credit of the British arms in 
AiFghanistau, publicly notified in General Orders, under date 
the Slat of January last; I feel that a degree of perplexity 
and embarrassment has been thrown on my position at 
Candahar, which I did not contemplate, and could not have 
contemplated, when tho letters I have hitherto addressed to 
you, were written. 

The communications I have hitherto received from 
Government, have, it is true, pi-escribccl to me no decided 
line of conduct,’ but I am warranted in saying that their 
general tenour was to the effect that if, under existing 
circumstances, I could maintain my position at Candahar, 
without risking the safety of my troops, it would be con¬ 
sonant with the views and wishes of Government, that I 
should do so. 

I had a considerable body of troops, and with much pains 
had collected a reserve of upwards of six months' provisions, 
I felt assured of support, and of the receipt of ammunition 
and stores I stood in need of, from Scinde or India. I knew 
that Jellallabad was in our possession, that it was the 
resolution of Government to maintain it, that large rein¬ 
forcements ivcre preparing for its support. 1 could not 
overestimate the value of this powerful diversion iu my 
favour, nor could I shut my eyes to the fact that the abandon- 


* .Sec prcvioii.s pages. 
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ment of Candahar by me, must have an unfavourable effect 
on the measures in progress for the retention of our position 
at Jellallabad. Under these considerations, I never had a 
moment-’s hesitation as to the course I ought to pursue, so 
long as discretionary power was left to me; and all my ar¬ 
rangements have consequently been made with a view to the 
present maintenance and future extension, should such 
prove desirable, of our power in this country. 

But could I have foreseen that so immediately following 
their proclamation of the 31st of January, Government 
should have determined on withdrawing their troops from 
Jellallabad, excepting on the occurrence of “unforeseen 
circumstances,^' I should most probably have regarded this 
resolution of theirs as distinctly ))ointing to their intention 
of evacuating the country altogether, and have taken 
measures accordingly. 

Now, however, the position of the troops at Candahar is 
so far fixed, that I consider retirement would not only be 
disadvantageous, but almost impracticable until the autumn; 
and I trust that my having determined on remaining may 
ultimately prove fortunate. But the state of uncertainty 
into which I am now thrown, regarding our present position 
at Jellallabad, and the probable future policy of Government, 
must ])reclude my acting with full confidence in measures 
calculated to restore British influence in the country by 
force of arms. I am also become doubtful of the propriety 
of retaining Khelat-i-Ghilzic as a separate garrison; for 
there is but too much reason to fear that the sacrifice of the 
garrison at Ghuzni, must closely follow on the abandonment 
of our position at J ellallabad. 

As long as both the positions of Candahar and Jellallabad 
are occupied by us, the attention of the insurgents in 
Affghanistan is distracted. No general or combined move- 
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ment can be made by the Affglians, while they are threatened 
from both these points. But if one source of apprehension 
be removed by the withdrawal of our troops from Jellallabad, 
the undivided force of the people, backed by success and 
inflamed by i-eligious enthusiasm, will be at liberty to 
concentrate its energy against our position at Candahar. 

I believe that many people have been prevented from 
joining the rebel Chiefs now in arms against us near 
Candahar, from a feeling that we meditate the reoccnpatioii 
of Caubul from the side of Jellalabad, an impression that has 
been conlinned by the non-arrival of succour from Caubul 
since the de]iutatiou of Attah Mahomed on the first out- 
hreah of the insurrection in that city. While we maintain 
an iinpojing attitude at Jclialiabad, even supposing no 
advance takes place beyond that jiost, it is my opinion that 
but lew froops and no artiliciy will be .sent from Caubul in 
aid of the rebel cause at Candahar; but if >Tcllallabad be 
abandoned, I not only look forward to having to contend 
with a force from Caubul, much better equipped than is 
ordinarily the case with Affghau troops, but I anticipate 
a general movement against us from every part of the 
country, 

li' Go\ ernment intend to recover even temporarily, and for 
the .saving of our riational honour, their lo.st jmsitimi in that 
country—even if doubtful of the policy that it may be deemed 
e.vpedient to pursue—I earnestly hope, that before any 
immediate retrograde step is made in either direction, our 
whole position in AlFgbanistan will be deliberately viewed 
and that the effect which a hasty retirement would certainly 
and instantly have on the whole of Bcloochiatan, and even on 
tlie navigation of the Indns, will be taken into con.sideration. 
At the ju'esent time, the impression of our military strength 
among i,hc people of this country, though weakened by the 
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occurrences at Caubulj is not destroyed. But if we now 
retire^ and it should again become necessary to advance, we 
shall labour under many disadvantages; the most serious 
of which, in my opinion, will be a distrust of their strength 
among our soldiers, which any admission of weakness is so 
well calculated to induce. And in what other light could a 
withdrawal from JeHallabad or Candahar be viewed ? 

If retirement should become necessary, it should take 
place simultaneously and at a proper season. If Govern¬ 
ment should select Candahar .as the point whence future 
operations against Caubal are to be direeted, still the 
retention of a position at JeHallabad in considerable force, 
will be of the most essential service in all future contem¬ 
plated operations. 

In the sa)iguine hope that some unforeseen circumstance 
may have occurred to postpone the execution of the Govern¬ 
ment order for the evacuation of JeHallabad, I have thought 
it incumbent on me to address this letter to you. 

Before closing my letter, I may mention that I am now 
in expectation of the march of Brigadier England from 
Quettah with supplies for Candahar. I have no correct 
information regarding the probable date of his quitting 
that post, nor of the strength of his force; but there is room 
for apprehension tliat the convoy he has to escort vvill be 
but weakly guarded, aud every probability that it may be 
attacked. I am at present therefore compelled to remain 
at Candahar, prepared to move with a sufficient body of 
troops to the Brigadier’s support, whenever I may receive 
certain intelligence of his movements. 


T. H. Maddock, Esq. 

Secretary to the Goveruraeut of India, 
Calcutta. 


Yours, &c. 

W. Nott. 
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The detachment under Brigadier England, who had 
now reached the rank of Major-General, had approached 
Quettah on the 22nd of March. He was indifferently 
supplied with camels, and complained of the paucity of 
troops under his command. He felt, however, that the 
presence of the detachment would inspire the people of 
the Pisheen valley with confidence, and induce them to 
bring in camels for sale, and he then proposed halting 
until reinforcements should join him from Scinde. On 
the 25th of March he had got as far as Koochlach; 
here a [tarty of insurgent horse showed themselves, and 
England caused them to be attacked and dispersed by a 
troop of the Horse Brigade, and one of the 3rd Bombay 
Light Cavalry. On the 26th the Major-General moved 
from Quettah, and early on the 28th reached the en¬ 
trance ()f a defile, which leads to the village of Hy- 
kulzye, where he intended to await the reinforcements. 
Here, howc'ver, to his great astonishment, he found the 
enemy under Mahomed Sadig, an insurgent Chief, 
strongly entrenched behind a succession of breastworks, 
improved by a ditch and abbattis. Major-General 
England attacked the enemy, who now developed his 
strength, and proved more than a match for the light 
companies of the 41st Foot and the Bombay N.I. 
They fell back, were assailed by a large body of cavalry, 
formed square, repulsed the foe, with the aid of four 
guns and a small detachment of horse, and effected a 
steady retreat to the village of Bazar. On the 29th of 
March England perceived that the insurgents had been 
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collecting reinforcements of armed villagers during the 
night, and had made arrangements on an increased 
scale for resisting any renewed assaults on his part. 
He therefore ftdl back upon Quettah, for it was evident 
that the object of his remaining in the Pisheen valley 
was negatived, while its resources were in the hands of 
an enemy much stronger than himself, and whom l)e 
could not dislodge from the heights without incurring 
additional severe losses. 

This check, which was not altogether unexpected by 
General Nott, who had done hi.s best to support Eng¬ 
land by deputing Wymer with his detachment to ap¬ 
proach the southern outlet of the Passes,* demonstrated, 

* Caiidahui', April 2,1S'1;2. 

My UEAK SlJI, 

Major Eiiwliiisoii li.as road U) uio a lottor from Ijicutcnant Ham- 
mersley, dated tlic 20tli ultimo, by wbieli I learn tliat you intended to 
leave Quettah on the 22nd insUid, with a small escort conveying lour 
lacs of treasure, and a very .small quantity of ammnnition; hut that it 
was not your intention to cross the Kojiick. This I deeply regret; 
firstly, because 1 cannot send a force to the sontheru side of that Pass ; 
secondly, I require a large supply of amurauition which 1 have for tw'o 
years been endeavourin.g to get, hut without success ; thirdly, four 
lac.s of rupees will be of little use here—the troops and cstahlLsh- 
ments are going on lor four niontlis iu arrears; fourthly, your moving 
into Pisheen with a convoy, known by the whole country to ho intended 
for Caudahar, and there halting or returning to Quettah, will have the 
very worst effect throughout Afl’ghanistaii and will he more injurious 
to my present position than 20,000 of the enemy in the held. I 
sincerely hope you have not moved, or that you have deteriuiued to 
push across the Kojuek with all the force you can muster. 

I know not intentions of Governmeul arc regarding this 

country; but ihis 1 know mid fed, that it is now from four to five 
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how successfully the enemy had baffled the sagacious 
political officers at Quettah. For two months previous 
to Gei oral England’s advance the works had been in 
preparation, and no one in tlie British interests seemed 
to have known anything about them. “ Let it be ob¬ 
served, ’ writes Colonel Stacey, who volunteered to 
accompany General England on the expedition, “ that 
our ignorance of the existence of this entrenchment, and 
the time necessarily taken to pre])are it, jjrovc, no less, 
our want of common information boyoml our pickets, 
than tho astonishing unanimity wliich is leagued against 
us.” 

Jiiontbs iiiice tlie outbreak at Caiibul, and ia all that time no aid wbut- 
ever has been given to iihu 1 have coiitimiully enllcd for cavalry, for 
amnmnition, treasure, stores, and mialiciiie lor tlio sick. I have cidlctl 
loudly, but I have called bi vain. Had tlio least aiil been sent, even a 
regiment of eav.alry, I eonld bavc tranquillized or subdued the country. 
I have be ni tied to l.liis imporlunt city wben a \ cry few additional troops 
for its gari'ison would have set mo free, and I could now have been on 
my laareli to (Jliuzni aiul Canbul. All I have now to do is to uphold tla; 
bonimr cf my country iii tlio best mauiicr I can, wil.liout the assistance 
above sli.tcd, and in igiioiaiicc of the intentions of tlio Government 1 
ser\ e. 

A native report reached Gandabnr yesterday tliat von bad cro.ssed tJie 
Kojuck (111 tlie 2Stb ultimo. 1 immediately ordered a brigade, to move 
three or four marches to meet and support you. The. ollicer command¬ 
ing will tiow return unless be slioukl bear that you are on this side the 
Pass. 

Yours, &c., 

VV. Nott 

To Brig idier England, 

Connriariding in Sciiide. 



16 


THE LIFE 


Ten days after the announcement of his repulse, Eng¬ 
land wrote the following letter to General Nott; 

Copy of a Letter fyom Major-Geueral England to Major-General 

Nott. 

Qiiettati, April lOtli, 1842. 

Sir, 

Since my letter to you of the 1st, I have received one 
from Major Outrani, dated Sukkur, 4th, in which he ex¬ 
presses much apprehension as to the tranquillity of Cutchee, 
and holds out no hopes of reinforcing me at this place, 
deeming it best that additional troops, if procurable, should 
rather be sent to Dadur, &c. Since my letter also of the 1st 
to you, I have seen the Government despatch of the 15th ult., 
which has been forwarded to you in duplicate from two 
sources. I have heard of the reported fall of Ghuzni. Then 
matters may materially alter your intentions. Our informa¬ 
tion here as to the number or position of the enemy, is still 
completely closed. I believe that the heights of Hykulzai 
are occupied by them, but we can only rely on that which is 
seen by our own piquets or patrols. I have at this place 
3,600 men of all arms (200 being Bombay Light Cavalry), 
and am throwing up breastworks to protect the straggling 
cantonments, whilst the walls of the town are also in progress 
of being strengthened, and a covered way is prepared to com¬ 
municate from the latter to the Commisuriat Godown. I am 
not aware if you know these localities, but I mention these 
particulars to enable you to judge of the number of men re¬ 
quired to defend works of this extent. If I advanced with 
2,100 men to the Southern extremity of the Kojuck Pass, 
(and I realty doubt the svrcess of moving with less), I should 
thus leave Quettah with 1,500 men. The effect of my being 
in their front, would be advantageous, but you will probably 
be of opinion that a good deal would be hazarded if these 
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extended defences were committed to so small a body of 
troops. If I advance, I must lake with me at least twelve 
days’ provisions, and you are aware of the train of baggage 
entailed by that quantity. The league against us is too strong 
to cnabl i us to imagine that we conld rely on supplies in 
the valhw of Peshing. 1 will bog to draw j'oiir attention 
also to the impossibility of adopting a concerted operation 
whilst my communication with you by letter is so precarious, 
and to the inortlfications wbicli would eiisiio if eitlier your 
Brigade or niiue readied tlic Kojiik, and then discovered 
no jirepared or possible co ojicralion. These Brigades could 
not hold tlicir ground for more tlian a day' or two, from want 
of supplies, and possibly would bo obliged to retire without 
elTccling any part of the intention of their march. I have 
not lioaril from Candabar, neither has Mr Hammersley, since 
the 19th ultimo; a circumstance which best shows the danger 
of attempting concerted movements. My' desire to deliver 
treasure, or to lie of use to your garrison, is, however, un¬ 
abated, and I merely think it necessary to detail the foregoing 
facts to show the diflieuUics belonging to that gratification, 
'Whenever it so happens that yon retire bodily in this direc¬ 
tion, and that T am informed of it, I te.el assured that I shall 
be able to make an advantageous diversion in your favour 
from this sitlc. I request you will have the goodness to 
apprise It e of your views on the subjects I have referred to, 
and I sha 1 do my best to forward them. 

1 have the boiiour to he, &c, &;c. 

(Signed) R. England, 

Mi>jor-Geni‘r:il Commanding S. and K. 

(True copy.) 

(Signed) S. B. Bosanqukt, 

.■\saistant I’olitical Agent. 

(TniC: copy.) 

C. F. Nouth, 

Lic'i.11. Lngini-ets. 
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Nott was deeply conccrnrxl for the repulse of Major- 
General England. Without money to pay the troops 
their four months’ arrears of pay, destitute of medicine 
and ammunition, he felt tire impossihility of advancing 
or retreating. In tin- intensity of his vexation he ad- 
drcs.sod a highly soldicr-likc letter to the Major-General, 
pointing out his future course of conduct. It bears date 
the 18th of April. 

After briefly expressing his I'cgret at the Hykulzyi! 
disaster, he proceeds: 

I think it absolutely necessary that a strong brigade of 
2,500 uicn should b(! iunnedialciy pushed from Quettali 
to Caudaliar, with the supplies noted in the foregoing 
paragrapli. I therefore have to aecpiaint you tliat I will 
direct a Ijrigade of three regiments of infantry, a troop 
of horse artillery, with a body of cavalry, to mareli from 
Candahar on tlie moi'iiin;/ of the. '2'atli inslaut. This force will 
certainly ))c at Cluunmuu, at the. northern foot of the Kojuek, 
on the morning (if tin: 1st of this May, and possibly on the 
30tli of month; 1 shall ihereibre fnlly rely on your marching a 
Ijrigadc from Qiiettah, so that it may reach the southern side of 
the Piu^s on the above-mentioned date. I believe there can be 
no (lifllcuUy whatever in accomplishing this, nor of crossing 
the Kojuek without lo.ss, provided the heights are properly 
crowned on either side. 1 have crossed it three times in 
command of troo[)s, and I know that what I now state 
is correct. There ean be no danger in passing through 
Pislieen, provided a careful and. well-ordered march is pre- 
s(!rvcd, and patrols and llaidring parties of horse arc 
thrown well out. Tlie people of this country eaimot with- 
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stand our troops in tlic. i>))en fickl, I am wall aware that 
war cannot be made williout loss; but yet I hope that 
Hritish troops can oppose Asiatic armies without defeat; 
and I feel, and know, that 15ritisl» ofiicers should never 
despair or' punishing the atrocious and trciichcrous conduct 
of a brutal enemy. 

You say you are “ not aware if you know the localities” 
(of tiuottah). I. know them well, and I hope I shall 
be excused when I express niy surprise that tlie authorities 
at Quettali should for a uiomcut have thought of throwing 
up breastworks and entrenching that straggling and wretched 
cantonnu rit, when the torvn with its citadel is so well calcu¬ 
lated foi every juirposc which can render a ])ost at all 
desirabhs in Shawl, and I am quite certain may be well 
defended by 500 men. Did I command at Quetlab, I would 
1 ‘elinquisl'i tbe cantonment; it is useless. Qucttali is not 
a place for a large body of troops, 

1 feel obliged to yon for pointing out the many difficulties 
attending our position; but you are well aware that it is 
our first aiul only duty to overcome difficulties where the 
national honour and our military reputation are so deeply 
coneeviic'l. Nothing can be accomplished without effort 
and perseverance. 

Ill reply to the last jiaragraph of your letter of the 10th 
instant, 1 ha\ e only to observe that I have not yet contem¬ 
plated falling back. 

VI itboiit money, I can neither pay tbe long arrears due to 
the troops, nor procure carriage for field operations. I 
deeply regret this state of things, which ought to have 
been attended to months ago. Had this been done, I 
should 11 iw have been on luy march to Ghuzni. 
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I shall fully rely on your brigade being at the Kojuck on 
the 1st of May, or before. 

This letter I request may be forwarded to Major 
On(vam. 

P.S.—You will of course perceive that I intend that your 
brigade should join and accompany to Candahar the detach¬ 
ment sent from this. I have no cattle for treasure or 
stores. 

To Brigadier Englaiicl, 

Commanding Sciiide Eorce. 

Lord Ellenborough reached Calcutta on the 2Sth of 
Fehruurv. Expectatiun was on tiptoe regarding his 
Alfghan policy. From his wcll-l<nown energy of cha- 
raeter it was expected that he would at once have lent 
all the resources at his command to the re-estahlishment 
of the British power in Affghanistan, the vindication of 
our military renown, and the infliction of retrihutive 
vengeance upon the destroyers of our army, and the 
captors of our countrymen and countrywomen. At¬ 
tached as he was to a political party antagonistic to that 
of which Lord Auckland was a raernher, very many 
persons helieved that he would only too readily avail 
himself of the opportunity of triumjihing over a policy 
which had heon proved to he utterly mistaken. Those, 
however, who had learnt to regard Lord Ellcnhorough 
as a statesman of enlarged views, brought up in the 
practical and dtaaded school of Wellington, and accus¬ 
tomed to support the opinions of that iiicoinparablc 
soldier, and astute, because Ijoaest, diplomatist, gave 
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him credit for a loftiness of purpose alien to the gratifi¬ 
cation of personal pique at the expense of his country’s 
interests. 

Attaching great importance to sccrcsy in the conduct 
of public affairs, Lord Ellenborough commenced his 
career by discontinuing those communications with the 
Calcutta Press, which it had been accustomed to receive 
from tin;! Government of Lord Auckland. Lord Auck¬ 
land was quite above any dusirc to purchase the support 
of the local newspapers by making them participators 
in thos(! facts connected with Atfghanistan which in- 
tercisted the public at large; but he was too great a 
friend 1 1 truth, and too much alive to the mischief of 
the dissemination of unfounded reports to withhold in¬ 
formation which might serve to tranquillize the public 
mind, and check undue excitement. Lord Ellenborough, 
on the other hand, preterred the spread of rumours, 
however absurd and dangerous, to a departure from a 
settled system of reserve. Thus withholding a privilege 
which the Press hatl learnt to value, his Lordship threw 
down Iho gauntlet to a power which has proved itself 
fiir from mean and inoperative, and, as a consequence, 
exposed himself to much groundless animadversion, 
and to the most uncharitable construction of his in¬ 
tentions.* 


* ttovi' impoi'l.iiit Lord Ellciiliorou"li coai.sid(!ri:il socresy in all 
rnaltors relating,' to the eonduct of piihlie aflairs is evident from 
later letters addressed to the Political Agents. On the 26t]i of May, a 
circular ’vaa i:jsucd, iu tvhich the following paragraphs occurred. 
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The first act of Lord Elicnhorough, in relation to 
Affghanistan, was the signal for extraordinary severity 


“Tlio Govci'uor-Goiier.'il deems :il right to impress upon every otfiecr 
employed citlicr in tlie military or politioid service oi the Govormiionl, 
tlic necessity of j)rcs(.'rving absolute! sceresy in all matters of ii. tnililary 
or political nature, vvhieli may olHoially eouie to Ids knowledge. Siicli 
sccresy, the want of wliieli is at all times disparaging iind injurious to a 
g’ovenimcid;, is at tlio pvoseul moment esseiitliil to ihc success of mea¬ 
sures upon which tlio safety of arnucs may depend. 

“The comparative uiiimpnrtfmoo of all movemerds of troops, and of 
most political iraiisactiou.s, dmdng a long and profound jieaoo may 
gradually have led to the habit of inconsiderately divulging the orders 
and intentions of t he. Government, hut this cannot he done without the 
most extensive injury to the. State in tim(! of acluid or apprehended 
war, or at a i)firiod of gi-eid; jiolilical (■xcil(!m('iil.; and the Governor- 
General must observe tliat oilicers, whose knowledge is limited to what 
comes before ilieiu in tlieir oilieial capacity, are not competent judgc.s 
of tiro iinportimcn of the several fact.s thus hrnnght to their Icnowlcdgc, 
and ill divulging that whieli to tliem may seem liUle and nnimportant 
they may really be divulging that wliiiii, taken in eonjunotiou with 
other fact.s not known lo them, may convoy very valiuible intclligouco to 
the enemy. 

"The Governor-General hopes tliat it will he enough ilius to convey 
his opinion ro the several liiglicv oHlcers of tho military and ])olitic£il 
departments to seonre tlnir oivn ahsolnle sceresy, and their active aid 
in preventing the ])ubiieily whicli, through tin: moans of tlieir subordi- 
iiatos, may be given to matters of high public concernment.” 

And a week later, llu; Secretary to Government is iiistnicted thus to 
write to Oiitram: 

“ The Govornor-Gcneral ha.s been informed tliat some papeivs, which 
were, iu tlie .so-eallral ‘ Secret Dejiai-tment,’ liavc again been made public 
at Bombay, '(’licsc related to the affair at 1 lyknlzye. 

“A Calcutta newspaper adverts to a nimonr relative to the Tort of 
Khclat-i-Ghilzio wiiich must liave had its origin in the improper commn- 
uicatioii of tho contents of a recent despatch to Major-General Nott. 

“ The Governor-General depends upon your putting an, end to this 
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of comment. Ho manifostcd no inclination to realize 
the almoit universal desire for the summary chastise¬ 
ment of th('. AfFghans. The fact was, his Lordship 
could not readily make uj) his mind as to tlio mo.st pru¬ 
dent cou 'sc that should be adopted. lie wanted to feel 
his way. Summoning his (Council, Ik; developed his 
VK'Avs. He considered the conduct of Shah Soojah to 
have cancelled his claim.s upon the British to aid him 
in maintaining his position in Cauhnl; find lu; regarded 
the posse.ssion of Affghanistan, “ could we recover it,” 

infidelity imioi)p;st tlie ])nt)lie .sia'vaiit.s, hy tlio imiaediuto disini.ssal of 
■siioli iLs you lut'.’c any rea.soii to .sii.^pccl, l)0 lliey who they way. Wlioro 
BOiiic one of 111,any must Jiave Ix-tniycd liis tnest, .Did tlmt oiio onimot 
1)0 discovired, all must be dismissed, foe it is far better flat some 
iunnecut Jueu should lose Ibeir plaees, (ban (luifi g'oed soldiers slioidd 
lose tdicii’ lives and the Slulc an army. 

“ Vyiien all uuderstaiid tliat llie wliole body is made answerable for 
till) olTcixe of each individual, the olfemler will pvobalily be discovered 
or ll.n oHViieo eeuse.. 

“ ). )im tlrcribed disiJjiefly i.o inform you, and you will liiive the, good¬ 
ness 1 o iiifonii idl ynur .subordinate, ollioers. Unit tbe fJoveriior-Ocueral 
(■NjKefs l Hit each of tbem will eODsider Ibid llie betrayal of a liigli 
iniblie trust liy iiiiy one {miployed under biiii i.s an impciwdnnent of his 
own lideli.y, ieid l.liiit lie wilt apiily liimself to tlie discovery .'Uid piini.sh- 
meul. of .he offender, a.s he would to llu^ eleiiriiig uji of any mattci' 
wlileh iiffi f'ted lii,s iiersoiial honour. 

“ Tbe tievei.iinr-Geuerid is umvilling to tbiuk it possllile. that any 
HuvopciUi servant of the Company should liavo been guilf.y of so dis¬ 
graceful ui oll'cnee; but if Ibere slioiild be proof suflieient to lend to 
a mural en'lniiity tluit this liiis been the I'asc, the oll'onder, be lie who 
lie may, vill be expo.seJ, and if he should not he dLsrnissed from the 
sen-v ice by tlio Court of Ilireelors, the (lovm-uor-Gcneriil will advise Her 
Majesty ',0 remove hira by the .sign-manual.” 
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as a source of weakness rather than of strength. On 
the 15tU of Marcli, a fortnight after Lord Ellen- 
borough’s arrival, the Governor-General in Council 
agreed upon a despatch to Sir Jasper Nicolls, the 
Commander-in-Chief, which contained the following 
paragraphs. 

Whatever course we inay hereafter take, must rest solely 
upon military considerations, and have in the first instance 
regard to the safety of the detached bodies of our troops 
at Jellallabad, at Ohuzni, at Khclat-i-Ghilzic and Candaliar, 
to the .security of our troops now in the held from all 
unnecessary risk, and, hnally, to the rc-cstahlishment of 
our military reputation by the infliction of some signal 
and decisive blow npoii the Allghans, which may make 
it appear to them, to our own subjects, and to our allies, 
that we have the power of inflicting punishment upon those 
who commit atrocities and violate their faith, and that 
we withdraw ultimately fiom AfTghanistan, not from any 
deficiency of means to maintain our position, but because 
wc arc satisfied that the King we have set up has not, as we 
were crroncou.sly led to imagine, the support of the nation 
over which he has been jdaccd. 

But while the facts before us justify the withdrawal of our 
troops from Afighauistan and the i-efusal of all further assistance 
to Shah Soojah, they are yet not such as to make it consistent 
with our re]nitation to give our future support, as suggested 
by Major Rawlinsou to Sliah Kamran, and to make over 
Candaliar to that nominal ruler of Herat, even were it 
consistent with iirudencc to engage in a new speculative 
enterprise beyond the Indus, which might render it necessary 
for us to retain, at an enormous cost, a large body of troops 
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ill the. difficult couiiti'y Ixdwccn tliat. river and Caiidahar, 
for tlic purpose of maintaiiiiiij; in the country so made 
over to him, a Sovereign personally incapable, and for 
many yea-s unknown to its inliabitants otherwise than by 
the fame c f his degrading vices. 

Id' e are of opinion that it would be erroneous to suppose 
that a fo nvard position above the passes in Upper Aff- 
ghanistau would have the effect of controlling the Sikhs, 
or that a forward position above the passes in Lower Affghaii- 
istaii would have the effeid of eontrolling the Ib loocbecs and 
the Seindians, by the apjiearance of contidence and strength. 
Tliat whidi will really and alone control the Sikhs, the 
Bclooeheea and the Seiiidiaus, and all the other nations 
beyond ai d nlthin the Indus, is the knowledge that we 
possess at: army perfect in its equipments, possessed of all 
the means of movement, and so secure in its communications 
with the country from which its supplies and reinforcements 
are drnivn, as to be able to act at any time with vigour and 
effect against an enemy. 

In war, reputation is strength, but reputation is Inst by 
the I’asli exposure of the most gallant troops, under circum- 
stanecs which render defeat more ])roljable than victory, 
and a succession of reverses will (hshcarteu any soldiers, and 
most of all those whose courage ami deletion have been 
mainly tlie result of their confidence that they were always 
led to certain success; we would therefore strongly impress 
upon the (Inmmanders of the Forces employed in Affghaii- 
istan and Scinde the iinportunee of incurring no unnecessary 
risk, and of bringing tbeir troo]is into action under circum¬ 
stances wliicli may afford full .scope for tlie superiority they 
derive from tlieir discipline. At the same time, wc are aware 
that no great object can be accomplished without incurring 
some risk ; and we would consider that the object of striking 

22692 
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a (loeisive blow at. tlio Affgbans, move especially if sucli blow 
coultl be strack in combination with incasuves fov the relief 
of Ghuznij a l)low wliicli inigbt rc-estalj)isb onr military 
character beyond the Tndiis, and leave a deep impression of 
onr power and of the vigour with ^vliich it could be applied 
to punish an atrocious enemy, would be one for which risk 
might be justifiably incurred, all due and possible precaution 
being taken to diminish such necessary risk and to secure 
decisive success. 

The Commanders of the, Eorces in Upper and Lower 
AfFghanistau will, in all the ojicvations they may design, 
bear in mind these general views and opinions of the Govern¬ 
ment of India. Tlicy will in the first instance endeavour to 
relieve the garrisou.s in Affghanistau which arc now sur¬ 
rounded l)y tlic enemy. The. relief of tliese gavrisoiis is a 
])oint deeply aft’ecting the military cliaractcr of the army, and 
deeply interesting the feelings of their country; but to 
make a rash attempt to effect such relief in any case with¬ 
out a reasonable prosjieet of success, would be to afford no 
real aid to the brave }iien avIio arc surrounded, and fruit¬ 
lessly to sacrifice other good soldiers, whose jn-eservation is 
equally dear to the Government tlicy serve. To effect the 
release of the prisoners taken at Caul)nl is an object likew'ise, 
deeply interesting in point of feeling and of honour. That 
object can probably only be accomplished by taking hostages 
from such part of tlie country as may be or may come into 
our possession, and witli reforeucc to this object, ami to that 
of the relief of Ghuzni, it may possibl)' become a question 
in the event of Major-General Tollock effecting a junction 
with Sir 11, Sale, whether tlie united force shall return to the 
Country below the Kliyher Pass, or take a foiwvai'd position 
near Jellallahad, or even advance to Caubul. 

We are fully sensible of the advantages that would be 
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(Ici'ivcd f .'Oiu the I'c-occupation of Cauhul, the scene of our 
I^real disaster and of so niucli criniCj even for a week, of tlie 
means wliicli it inif^'lit afford of recovcriii": tin; ])risoiier.s, of 
the gratification which it would give to tlic army, and of the 
effect whieli it would liave upon our enemies. Our with¬ 
drawal 111 gilt tlicn be made to rest ujion any official declara¬ 
tion of tlie grounds upon which we retired as solemn as that 
ivhicli aeeoni]ianicd our advance, and we sliould retire as a 
conquering not as a defeated power; hut we cannot sanction 
the oeenjiatidu of an advanced position beyond the Khyber 
Pas.s liy Major-General Pollock, unless Unit General should 
he satisfied that he can, wiihout depending upon the Ibr- 
hearance of the tribes near the Pass, which obtained only by 
juirelmsc must under all cireinnstances be jirecarious, and 
without lepending n]ion the fidt lity of the Sikh Chiefs, or 
upon the power of those Chiefs to restrain their troops, upon 
iicitlier fl‘ which can any reliance he .sufely jilaced, feel 
assured that ho can by liis own strength overcome and over- 
awe all V ho dispute the Pass, and keep up at all times his 
eommunieatiou with Peshawnr and tlic Indus ; and we 
would ciiution IMajor-Geiicnil Pollock, and all the officers 
eommanding the ti'oojis in the field, not to place reliance on, 
or he biissed by, the representations of native Chiefs who 
may havi been expelled from their country in eonseipicuec of 
their adherence to ns, and who will he naturally ready to 
lead us nto any danger by operations which may Itavc the 
])ossihle I'ffeer, of restoring them to tlicir foi'iiier possessions. 

M’ c have been informed that Major-General Pollock does 
not consider himself strong enough to force and to keep the 
Khyber Pass, without the J st licserve Ih'igade, which ivas not 
known ti) have passed the river on the 3iul of this mouth, 
and whiidi can hardly join him before thii second week in 
April; and being informed likewise that Major-General Sir 
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R. Sale had on the 31st of last month only forage sufficient 
to last about thirty daySj ne cannot but expect that those 
officers will have endeavoured to effect their junction before 
the arrival of the 1st Reserve Brigade, and that they will, 
when that junction shall have been effected, occupy a secure 
position near the Khyber. 

In such a position they will under all circumstances be 
better enabled to assist any operations of Major-General 
Nott on the side of Ghuziii, by the moral effect of their 
concentrated strength, than they would be in a more 
advanced ])osition of extreme hazard to the troops under 
their command. 

AVe look further to the effect which the concentration of a 
large force, under your Excellency’s command upon the 
Sutlej, would have upon the policy of the Sikhs and of 
all Indian States, exhibiting the British Government in an 
attitude of imposing strength, and giving confidence to its 
army and its subjects. 

The operations of the large force under Major-General 
Nott and Brigadier England, a force numerous enough to 
overcome all resistance whenever it might march, if its 
numbers comprised a due proportion of cavalry, and if it 
possessed the perfect equipments and ample means of move¬ 
ment, without which numbers of the bravest and best- 
disciplined men have not the character of an army, are 
necessarily so crippled by the want of cavalry and of animals 
of burthen and draught, that w'c cannot safely rely upon 
those officers being able to effect any object beyond that of 
withdrawing the garri.sou of Khelat-i-Ghilzie and securing 
their own retreat at the proper season, and their commu- 
ideations in the meantime with the Indus. 

We cannot review all the circumstances of the present 
crisis without bping deeply impressed with a sense of the 
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danger arising from the dissemination of troops in an 
enemy’s country, having difficult communications; and of 
the fartlier danger of leaving any force intended for opera¬ 
tions ill the field, and at any time liable to be called into 
action, so composed in the several arms of infantry, cavalry, 
and artillery, and so supplied with ammunition, provisions, 
and the means of movement as to he in fact incapable of 
executing with jiromptitude and effect and even of attenijit- 
ing without peril to itself any important operation with 
which it may be entrusted. 

Some weeks later the Governor-General left Calcutta 
for Benares, and thence was disjiatchcd the following 
letter to General Nott. 

Bcuares, April It), 1S42. 

Silt, 

I am directed by the Governor-General to instruct you 
to take imiriediatc measures for drawing off the garrison of 
Khclat-l-Ghilzie. You vvill effectually destroy all such guns 
as you cannot conveniently carry aw'ay. You will destroy 
the (brt ukewise; unless at the time at wliich the operation 
shall he effected, which is herein before enjoined. Prince 
Timuur having remained faitliful to British interests, shall 
possess ii snrficicnt force to be reasonably expected to be 
able to maintain that fort npo7i your giving it into his charge. 


You will evacuate the city of Candahur, giving that too 


into the charge of Prince Timour, under the eireumstauccs 


above mentioned. You cvill otherwise ruin its defences 


before you evacuate it. 

You will then proceed to take up a position at Quettah, 
until tlie season may enable you to retire upon Sukkur, 
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The object of the above-directed measure is to withdraw 
all our forces to Sukkur at the earliest period at which the 
season and other circumstances may permit you to take up 
a position there. The manner of effecting this now 
necessary object is, however, left to your discretion. 

You will understand that in the event of Prince Timour’s 
having continued faithful, it is the desire of the Oovernor- 
General to afford him the means of preserving, by his own 
native troops, or any other troops in his pay, the city of 
Candahar and the Port of Klielat-i-Ghikie. But no British 
guns must be loft, which you can carry away, and no British 
officer must remain in his service, retaining his commission 
in tlic British army. 

I am, &c., 

(.Signed) T. JI. Maddock, 
Si'cvcl.iii'y to tile (lovenmieiit of India, 
AVilli tlic Govcnior-tjciicriil. 

To Major-General NoU. 

The determination of the Government affected Ge¬ 
neral Nott dc<;ply, because lie not only entertained 
strong opinions as to the policy of recovering the posi¬ 
tion of the British in Affghanistan, hut felt himself 
strong enough to accomplish that object when cavalry, 
money, and carriage, should be available. Obedience 
was, however, with him the first law.* Concealing 


“ I shall, tlicrel'ore, uot lose a moinciit in making all necessary 
arrangements for carrying into dlect the orders I have received, with¬ 
out turning to the right or to the left, by the idle propositions and wild 
speculations daily and hourly heaped npon me from all parts of Affghan- 
istau and Seiiidc, by persons who are or fancy themselves to be repre- 
scutidives of Govcniiuent, west of the Indus. 1 know that it is my 
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from his own confidential staff the purport of the letter, 
because he felt that the slightest publicity given to the 


duly mid Uielr duty iiiijilicitly and zealously to obey and carry into 
(iffccl eve-y order received wltliout ciuiuiry into the reasons for tile 
measiives adopted, whatever our own opinions or wishes niny bo, and 
without i -oubling (jovcniuiout with uimcecssary reference. 

“Poi'liap.s i' is not within my |iroviiic(i to ohserve, that, in my 
huiiihle 0 | inioii, an umieccssary ulariii has been created rogardiiig-the 
posili.on ol' out troops iii this comdry, and of the strciigtli and power of 
(he c iieiriv we iiave to contend witli. 'I'liia eiumiy canuol face our troops 
in the (ie.d widi, any cliaiifie id'.success, however superior they may be 
in Uumbci.s, )iv.ivi(led those jiroeanlioii.s arc strictly observed which war 
helwiam i, .small body of tliseipliiieJ .soldiers, and a vast crowd of 
untraiucil, miorgauized, aud liiilf-eivilized people, eonslantly render 
neeeisary. True, the Ikitish troops sulfered a tm-rilih; disaster at 
Caul'id, ami it Is no(. for me to jircsumc to point out why this 
happened, liowevcr evident 1 may coiicoive liu; reasons aud tin; long 
train, of riiilitary and jiolitical evenls wliich led to the sad eatastroplic. 

'• .Had 1 been reinforced even with a aiiigie regiment of cavalry, I feel 
couvinceil that J could long since have tran(|«illi/.ed or subdued the 
rebellious xeliiLg iu the provinces, dependant upon Caiidaliar ; and that 
a ver;; lew additional (vDOjiK from Seiiidc to garri,s(,ii thi.s e.^teiislve ami 
iiiipurtiud, city woiihl liave set me free, from my present difiicult jiosi- 
t iou, aud I avc enabled me at this moment (o have been on my march to 
Gluiz li aid to Caubul; but altbougli near sl.'t moiiilis have elapsed 
since the c ntbreak at that city, no aid of ;uiy kind has iiecu sent to me ; 
aud the ciiemnstanccs 1 liavo now detailed still coniine me to Ibis post 
aud iiH immediate vicinity. 

" 11 is V ith decji concern tliai, I feel myself disappointed iu tlic long- 
e>:])C('ted loiivoyfrom Seinde. iNo doubt Major-Cieiioral Eugiiuul luia 
fully acquainted tlovernmeiil, witli the uiilbrtiuiatu cheek received by 
the detachinciit luider his eoramaml iu I’ishecu on the dStli ultimo, the 
mura) iiillncnce of which has been great tUrongiiuut ilie country, and 
has r dilcd considerably to tlie dillieultics of my position. I am now 
mider tlie iicec.ssity of dii-celiiig a strong brigade to imirdi as far as the 
koju 'k JVss hi liojics of ut length gelling tlie treasure, stores, &c., I 
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expressed intention to withdraw the troops would prove 
a source of great embarrassment to them,* he gave his 
attention to the (;xecution of the commands of the Go- 
vtTnment, in respect to the withdrawal of the garrisons 
of Ghuzni and Khelat-i-Ghilzie. To this end he urged 
General England, who had now Ijeen reinforced, to 
move on Candahar, and in order to support him, Wymer 
was dispatched with a considerable detachment to the 
foot of the Kojuck. General England accomplished tlie 
task on the second occasion without difficulty. 

In the meanwhile General Pollock had continued to 
communicate with GiMicrid Nott. The impressions 
which Nott received of his brother General from the 
private letters of the officers at Peshawur were very 
favourable. He was described as deserving of success, 
for “ he is one of tlie mo.st thoughtful commanding 
officers we could possibly meet with. He issues now 
and then small, short orders, to be read at the ht:ad of 

stand .so mudi in iiwsl of, and 'without -u'liich my lurco is paralyzed. T 
luivc requested Majhjr-Geiicr.’d Kiiglaud to sc'Tid u dctiielinieut Iroin 
Qucttali for its coiiveyance. 'I'liis strong hiigade will lie nbseut from 
Candahar foi' liltccn or twenty days at a most critical pi'i'iod. I lierc- 
with transmit copies of letters trairsniittcd by me to tliat. odlecr on this 
subject ,”—Letter to Mr. T. IterLerl Mi/Micl', Seereluri/ to (tocerument, 
"■nH of Miry, ISi'i. 

* Such of the chiefs as 'wm-e friendly io the English, and appreciated 
the integrity of their dealings, did not hesilale at all times to supply 
cattle, carriage, and grain on credit, Init Nott sensilily judged that tlicy 
would be very loth to supply anything to a retiring army, leaving no 
representative or hostages, unless they receivcii payment iu ready 
money. 
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regiments and companies, telling the men to trust 
in him, and that he will not unnecessarily expose them, 
and he backs up his protestations by giving little things. 
The last bonus from Government was haversacks for 
the whole force.” 

It was natural that Nott should be anxious to co¬ 
operate with so good a soldier as Pollock; and he was 
proportionately vexed at his utter inability to stir. In 
the intensity of his distress at his helplessness he writes 
to General Pollock : “ I believe I shall go mad.” “ I 

ought to have been on my way to Ghuzni to extend 
my hand to you, instead of which I am obliged to make 
a movement on the Kojuck.” “ As far as cattle are 
concerned we are nearly helpless. God knows why such 
delay has occurred in sending me money and stores. 
This is dreadful." 

The bruised spirit is still more apparent in his confi¬ 
dential hitters to his daughters. These communications 
were now few and far between; but they breathe the 
same sentiments of affection, the same impatience of 
the decision of Government, the same anxious wish for 
retirement. 


CaiiduUar, AjH'il 22,1842. 

My bear Children, 

I have tluriDg the last five months contrived to send you 
several small slips of paper, telling you that I am in good 
health. It is a very long time since I have heard from you ; 
and to show you our state of ignorance hci’c, I have merely 
to mention, that I have only received one newspaper during 
VOL. 11. 0 
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the last five months. Ovu’ letters and papers are all in the 
Quettah post-office. 

I wrote a very long letter to William last month, and 
enclosed it in a very long letter to you. Wo ventured to 
send tlie dawk off; we now find that it was captured by the 
enemy, and tlien reca])tiired, and sent on; but unfortunately 
again taken close to Quettah, and the dawk man wounded, 
and I have neither time nor inclination to write another long 
letter just now. Hut I wish you would write to William 
and tell him to send me every {larticnlar of the new country 
he is in, the climate, appearance of the country, mode of 
living; what the advantages or disadvantages of Sydney, when 
compared with Van Diemen’s Land and the other colonies; 
whether he could select a pretty spot with a cottage some 
thirty miles from Sydney, for me to end my days in, &c. &e. 
to the end of tlus letter. I long to receive a letter from 
Robert. Could 1. have forcseeu that he would have been 
sent to Affghanistan, I would have had him posted to a 
regiment here, and he rvouhl have been with me, and have 
been my aide-de-camp. 

The people in power are all mad, or Providence hath 
blinded them for some wise purpose. I am very tired, tired 
of working, tired of this country, and quite tired of the folly 
of my countrymen, and I long more than ever for my 
clay-huilt coltayc. My soldiers arc four months in arrears; 
there is not one rupee in the Cuudahar Treasuiy, and no 
money can be borrowed. I have no medicine for the sick 
and wounded, I have no carriage cattle for the troops, nor 
money to buy or hire, and therefore cannot move. I have 
no good cavahy, and but little ammunition. I have been 
calling for all these for six months, but not the least aid has 
been given me! I might now have been on my way to 



OF Sill WILLIAM NOTT, 


35 


Caubiil. They have sent five regiments of cavalry to be 
starved in the Khybcr Pass, and would not give me one. 

I have a regiment of the Shah’s Ilindostaiiee Cavalry 
here. In an affair^ a lew days ago, in whl(;h tlie jVtfglrau 
army wo'ild not come near niy brave sepoys, I did all 
in my power to get this laiscally cavalry to ehai'ge, but 
they would not. The fellows annoyed me so much, that, 
did not the welfare of my noble scjjoys depend upon me, 
I think 1. should have sj)niTed my lior.se. into the midst 
of the Affglian cavalry. A party of this 1st Slialds Cavalry 
moved to attack, bnt instantly turned and dci.l, galloping 
wildly through the light company of the 38tli liegimeut, 
with the enemy close at their liecls. This light company 
received the Alfghan Hor.se on the points of tlunr bayonets, 
and nobly beat them back. Tins company is composed of 
the Patan Boys, whom you saw frequently wlien thcjy were 
recruits at Delhi, wheji they used to range, themselves in 
line near the hand, on band evenings; .and yon will recollect 
that they attracted ranch notice. Tlicy arc reckless dogs, 
but they are noble soldiera, equal to any in the world. 
I have no''v several times seen Eurojiean troops tinder fire 
with sepoys alongside of them, and, he)love me, the more I 
see of sepiys lhe more 1 like them ; properly managed they 
are the best troops in the world. Some John Bulls would 
bang me for saying this. Altbongh our cavalry would not 
charge, we licked the enemy well, and drove them into the 
Urgundab Hiver with great loss. 

How I do long to be on eoinc nice spot in Australia! 

Yours ever, 

W. Nott. 


In his eagerness to obtain supplies Nott wrote to 
Major Lecidi, who was in political charge ol‘ Khelat-i- 
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Ghilzie, and urged his negotiating for the needful with 
the Chiefs. “ They,” said he, “ have not murdered any 
of our countrymen ; you have my authority to treat 
with them.” A week or two previous to this com¬ 
munication General Nott received the subjoined letter 
from Major Leech: 

Khi'laUi-Ghilzii', 31st Marcli, 1842. 

My deak Genekal, 

This morning I received your letter of the 28tli instant; I 
tliiiik from the 1.5th to 20th of April would be a capital time 
for you to leave Candahar in moving up the road. Last 
year there was rain to the 20lh. M'Laren will be able to tell 
you liow many dny.s the Glmznie Sjiring is heliind the Can¬ 
dahar one; tlie fields about this are now beginning to look 
green, the young grain being from six to eight inches high, 
and the boota is sprouting. Last year the wheat crops about 
Hoolan Robot were beginning to be ripe on lOtL July. Grass- 
cutters have been able to find grass for our horses since the 
26lh ult. Khelat-i'Ghilzie seasons arc, I am told, twenty- 
seven days in rear of Candahar, Tazee seven days in rear of 
Khelat, and Makoor twelve days of Tazee; hut I doubt the 
exact correctness of this. 1 have not more money in the 
treasury tiian suffices to defray my expenses in tlie intelligence 
department. Dr Mackinnon says he is badly off for medicine. 
We now ground (grind ?) nearly onc-hnlf our consumption of 
flour in three-quarter rations, and in a day or two wo shall 
have a new mill going. Her Majesty’s 40th and 41st Foot, 
four N. I. Regiments, the four 9-pounders, eight fi pounders, 
including the European troop with Brigadier England, the 
two 18-pounders from this, with some good Cavalry, will, I 
guess, be the force to move up tlie road for the relief of 
Ghuznie. I think I hear you say, there goes the Political 
meddling in things he knows nothing about. Walker, in case 
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he is required to move these IS-pounders, requires everything 
to bo sent in the same proportion as taken to Khelat-i-Nusseer 
under Anderson, more especially drag-ropes, tar and grease, 
and all contingent stores for repairs, &c. As none are to be 
had here on indent, and none are on hand, he lias 990 round 
shot, 90 canister, and 50 shrapuell, with powder for the same. 
Xast night a Juzalchieo of the King’s, by name Myairdad, by 
tribe an Anduree, arrived from Caiibul with a letter from the 
King to me, requesting me to write the news to him, and to 
take Cure of myself, saying we had to thunk ourselves for the 
present disastrous state of uft'uirs, as we never listened to his 
advice, but insisted on squandering our money away upon the 
Affghans, The man says he left Caubul on the ISlh instant; 
the news i'rom Jellalabad was, that one troop were secure in 
the fort, iMahoined Ackbar could do nothing, and had sent to 
Caubul foi’ reinforcements, and it was reported that Nuwah 
Zuman Khan was preparing to start with some reinforcements 
from the tiibes in the neigboiirliood of Caubul. The advance 
had been made by General Pollock, and the Khyber was held 
by the rebels in great force under a nephew of Dost Mahomed’s. 
He says he spent the night of tiie 24tli at Rozah, near 
Ghuziiie, and that there was not a soul of our garrison alive, 
except tliree officers who were prisoners with Shuinsodeon; 
the latter got Palmer to vacate the citadel under a solemn 
pledge of 1 -afe-conduct to Jellalabad or Caadahar, and then 
attacked them. Tlie man did not himself enter Ghuznie, but 
saw many men at Rozah, some with whom ho was acquainted, 
who had just come from tlie town, and though he had it in his 
power so easily to test their assertions, ho was persuaded that 
they required none. Pray tell Rawlinson that the bearer ol 
the King’s letter to me had one also for the Prince fimour, 
which I have kept. His father is very anxious to hear from 
him. The letter itself far from proves tl>e King inimical to us. 
The Cossid Is a short man, about 35, with a slight beard, has a 
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deep scar down his left cheek, and has a way of winking his 
right, eye, and sometimes both. Although he promised he 
would immediately return to Caubul, he may hayo gone on to 
C'lndahar, and I see no object to be gained in his being 
allowed to have intercourse with the Prince. We are 
strengthening ourselves more and more daily. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) R. Leech. 


The letters from the Shah Soojah to his son, referred 
to hy Major Leetdi, duly reached Rawlinson, and in the 
following comniunication wo have his sentiments upon 
the subject. 'Fhc l(.itter of the King is an interesting 
historical document. 

Cundahar, March 14th, 184’Z 

Silt, 

1 do myself the honour to submit copies of translations of 
two letters, which were yesterday received by Prince Timour, 
from His Majesty the Shah, at Cabool, and which His Royal 
Highness, immediately on their arrival, voluntarily placed 
in my hands. 


2. The letter. No. 2, is in His Majesty's own hand-writing, 
and was concealed about the person of tlie messenger. We 
may consider it, therefore, a confidential document, indicating 
tlie true state of His Majesty’s feelings ; and It is thus not a 
little curious to observe, that while His Majesty insinuates 
that he lias been placed in liis present position contrary to 
his inclination, he still expresses no hope that he may be 
restored to the independent exercise of his authority by the 
support of our arms. It appears to me, from a careful 
])erus!il of the document, ns well as from an examination lof 
the messenger, that His Majesty is under a strong appre 
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liension of being considered and treated by us as an enemy; 
and •»vhen I connect the rejjorts mentioned by Major Leech, 
of the nature of the messenger's errand, with the anxiety 
expressed by ]lls Majesty to sec his son at an early period, I am 
thus led to think it far from impossible that an attempt will 
be made to remove Prince Tlmotir from (landahar with a 
view of relieving His Majesty from embarrassment on his son’s 
account. 

3. At the same time Prince Timour himself certainly acts 
with all apparent sincerity, and if he could be assured that 
his father would receive a coiitimumce of our support, or even 
that our hostility to Shah Sliuja would not in any way act 
prejudicially to his own future interests, I should feel pretty 
confident that he would reinaiu true to us, notwithstanding 
the prosotd trying circumstances in which he is placed. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

H. EAWI.INSOff, 
Pciliticiil Agent. 

To Mnjor-tieneral Nott, 

( orani inding nt C.indaliar. 

Trandatioii of a dustkhat from Ills WdjrUij Shfih S/iuja, to His 
llnyal Hiifmt'ss Prime I'iiiuiur. 

(Shah Sliujah's Seal.) 

Till February, 1842. 

No. 1. 

Be it known to our noble and well-beloved son. Prince 
Timour, that a long time has now elapsed since we sent two 
foot messengers and one horseman to you at Candahar, and 
yet, up to the present day, we are without any imelllgence 
of your proceedings in that quarter. Tito people of Cabool 
raised a religious war against the unbelievers, and, as the 
Chiefs pledged their allegiance to us with oaths n])on tlie Koran, 
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we did noj attend to the wishes of tlie others (the English). 
These people (the Caboolees), were, in the first instance, 
disinclined to us, but afterwards, as we knew them to be true 
servants of the State, we conducted ourselves in a becoming 
manner to them, and they all returned to their allegiance. We 
are intent upon the general good. We direct you to send 
instantly, and without delay, for our information, full accounts 
of your own proceedings and of those of the gentlemen 
(Sahiban), together with all particulars regarding the province 
of Candahar. Hest assured of our favour and protection. 
Given at Cabool on tlie 25th Zil Huj. 

(True translation.) 

(Signed) H. C. Rawlinson, 

Political Agent. 

(True copy.) 

E. R. Ecmott, .\s',l>tant I’olitic.il .\geiit. 

No. 2. 

Translation of an AiUoi/raiik Letter from His Majestij Shah 
Shvja to His Itoijal Hiijhness Prinee Timour, 

This is to inform my beloved son, Prince Timour, that I 
have sent three foot messengers to you,—one of tliem was 
stripped and relumed—of the others I have no intelligence. 
1 also sent a horseman, but I am still witliout information of 
what is going on in tliat quarter. Here we have had a 
repetition of those scenes which the people of this place have 
so often before enacted. I frequently vvarned those (the 
English) of what would take place—but they jiaid no regard 
to me. Fate had decreed that those scones, which I had hoped 
never again to sec, should take i)lace. The people of this 
place sounded a war-cry of Unbelievers and Mussulmans, and 
got up this revolution. They even withdrew themselves from 
me, saying, the Shah is with the Euglisli;—they turned 
themselves altogether away from me. By the blessing of 
God, T tried a great number of expedients, and spent a large 
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sum of money. I was engaged from sunset daring the 
whole night, even to sunrise, in swearing oaths to these people 
upon the blessed Koran, until at last I persuaded them to 
return to me. They still declared, however, that I. would not 
separate myself from the English. I remarked to them— 
you yourselves say, what have not the English done for you, 
what support have they not rendered you?—and then you 
add—for the love of God, join the Mussulman cause. You 
have said it yourselves. I am a Mussulman. What of course 
oan the English be to me? They certainly treated me with 
kindness, and I was a long time a guest of the nation—but 
what else? This even was unworthy of me—may God shield 
me from the shame I feel. If, by the blessing of God, I 
should ever see you again, I will nnfold to you the secrets of 
my heart. It was my fate to act as I have done. The wealth 
that I had amassed has been entirely expended. If I had 
money at command I would still, perhaps, bring about my 
heart's desire. Alas I that I am destitute. Do not you 
grieve'—a better state of things is now in progress. I keep a 
careful eye upon you. Be happy and contented—we shall 
still attain the objects of wliich we have been disappointed. 
I cannot send you particulars as I could wish, the road is full 
of danger. Let this be a token that you were sitting with me 
one evening when I gave yon a shawl, and said, I know the 
character of these men, they have always acted in this manner. 
There is much to commuuicate,—if matters should turn out 
happily, and according to my heart’s desire, you will know 
all very soon. Send back the bearer with an answer speedily— 
do not delay him. 

(True translation.) 

(Signed) H. C, Rawlinsom, 

Political Agent. 


CanJaliiir, March 14, 184'2. 
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After England had joined him, Nott sent off to 
the officer commanding at Quettah, desiring him to 
forward to Candahar all the camels that could pos- 
sioly he collected, under an escort of 800 men, and 
to garrison the fort at Killah Abdoollah for one month. 
On the same day the General directed Colonel Wymer 
to mareh to Khelat-i-Ghilzie to bring away the garrison. 
The force sent with Wymer was considerable, for the 
General had ascertained that 5,000 Ghilzies had sur¬ 
rounded Khelat, and stout opposition was therefore ex¬ 
pected. It was on the 19 th of May that Wymer 
marched to the rescue;* but before he could reach 

* How eagerly Nott seized upon every opportunity of rendering 
justice to the sepoys is markedly evident in the letter to Ills daughters of 
the 22ud of May. 

" 1 have sent a force luidor 'VV’yinct of four infantry regiments, some 
cavalry, and two batteries of Bombay artillery. There are said to he 
6,000 Ghilzies .assembled. If Wymer meets them, have I any fears of 
the result ? None ! I sit writing here in full eonfideuee that if ho is 
at this momeut engaged, my beautiful, ray nolile regiments will give 
them a good licking; but they mil not face them. 1 tell you I never 
saw troops in such high trim, full of zeal, in liigh spirits—cheerful, 
laughing dogs. Looking at them the last time I was in the field with 
them, believe me, I felt the tear of joy and pride dim my eye. And 
those are the men whom it has become the fashion to reflect upon! 
that ih(^ cannot face the Afighams ! Not face tlic Affghans, indeed! 
Why, I am now about sending to Government, begging a reward for a 
Subadar of the t lird Ilcgiinent, who, some time back, at the head of 
only 40 of these abused sepoys, formed his tiuy square, and beat off 
upwards of 400 Affghau liorsemcn, though they charged liis square 
three or four different times. This he did, and brouglit off safely the 
camels he had in charge, as well as the arms and clothing of his 
comrades who fell. Yet even the Press whine forth ‘ the sepoys cannot 
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Khelat-i-Ghilzie, the gallant garrison under Captain 
Craigie had achieved its own deliveranc(3. Rather more 
than a month previously the ganison of Jellalabad had 
in a similar manner released itself from the presene'e of 
an enemy. The failure of Colonel Wild to relieve Sir 
Robert Sale had rejoiced the Aftghan camp, and Mo- 
hamed Ackbar Khan fired a salute in celebration of the 
event. Sale, construing the disaster into a defeat of 
Pollock's force, resolved on a sortie as the only means 
of getting I'id of the presence of the enemy; and this 
was effected in so spirited a manner that they ex¬ 
perienced no further annoyance. The whole story has 
been so admirably told by Kaye, Gleig, and other writers, 
that this passing reference to the “ illustrious garrison” 
of Jellalabad will suffice. 

The def(!nce of Khelat-i-Ghilzie was a very gallant 
affair. The brief despatch of Captain Craigie merely 
dcscribt cl the assault and its repulse; but the history 
of the operations of the garrison, from tlie time when 
the place was, in a measure, invested by the Ghdzics, 
is too interesting to be passed over. It will be found in 
tlie Ap])endix. Captain Craigie dcscriljed the attack as 

enpe witli Affpliaiu. They caimoi hear the eolJ, .ainhve want more Euro- 
jiciuis.’ //'V want better vjficcrs ! Men of all coimtrios have died, and 
will (lii^ fii3in tile effects of severe cold; but, strange as it may appear, 
I have it in iny power lo prure tliat the Hcmjal sepoys did bear the 
colli heller than Europciiiis, tliat there was a greater proportion 
of deaths from cold among tlie Europeans tlian. among the sepoys, 
alth lugh the sepoys stood sentry liay and iiigiil, in frost and snow, 
while the European was snug in fiis barrack!” 
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having taken place on the morning of the 21st of May, 
at a quarter before four o’clock. He wrote ; 

“ The enemy advanced to the assault (of a long neck 
of the fortress and an outwork) in the most determined 
manner, each column consisting of upwards of 2,000 
men, provided with thirty scaling ladders; but after an 
hour’s fighting were repulsed and driven down the hill, 
losing five standards (one of whicii was planted three 
times in one of the enclosures), and the whole of which 
are now in our possession. Of the enemy’s loss I 
am unable to give any correct account, as their killed 
and wounded, during the greater part of the attack, were 
immediately taken to the rear; but 104 dead bodies 
were left on the slope of the hill, and from C a.m. till 
3 P.M. the enemy were employed in carrying off such of 
their dead and wounded as had been taken to the rear. 
The greatest gallantry and coolness were displayed by 
every commissioned, non-commissioned officer, and pri¬ 
vate (both European and Native) engaged in meeting 
the attack of the enemy, several of whom were bayo¬ 
neted on the top of the sand bags, forming our side. I 
am happy to say only six sepoys were wounded—viz., 
two of the detachment of the 43rd N.I, and four of the 
3rd Infantry. A body of about 300 of the enemy, 
when driven back, took shelter under the roeks below 
the outwork, but were immediately dislodged by a com¬ 
pany of the 3rd Infantry, which I detached for that 
purpose.” 

The Government at a later period rewarded the 
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heroism and constancy displayed by the defence, by in¬ 
corporating the Shah’s regiment into the Indian army 
by the title of the Regiment of Khelat-i-Ghi]zie. 

As a contrast to these successes, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Palmer had surrendered the fortress of Ghuzni to the 
Affghans, under circumstances which, il’ they did not 
justify the procedure in the eyes of rigid soldiers, must 
appear a sufficient palliation and excuse to the world at 
large. On the 20th of November (1841) the town 
was surrounded by the Ghazees, a peculiarly savage 
tribe, and th<i ground was covered with snow. “ The 
enemy and the snow came together.” The news of 
Colonel iVlaclaren having left Candahar to relieve 
Ghuzni caused the enemy to break up their encamp¬ 
ment, and advantage was taken of their departure to 
destroy the villages and buildings near the fort, which 
gave cover to a beleaguering force; but on the 7th of 
December tlic enemy returned, and in a v/eek from that 
date contrived to get into Ghuzni by thousands through 
a hole dug in the wall by the people of the town, their 
conhdants. The detachment was then compelled to 
take to the citadel, after fighting for a day and night. 
The weather now set in with unusual severity, and told 
fearfully upon the men; and, to add to their sufferings, 
provisions feU so short that all hands were reduced to 
half rations of bad flour and raw grain; on alternate 
days, with a seer (half a pound) of wood per man each 
day, cither for cooking or warmth. Yet it was neces¬ 
sary to be constantly on the watch; eight hours a day 



46 


THE LIFE 


was the allotted portion of vigilance to each man and 
officer. This soon wore out the sepoys, who went into 
hospital in num])ers with ulcerated feet from frost bites, 
the thermometer having fallen by Christmas day to 
fourteen degrees below zero. The enemy in tlic mean¬ 
time continued to fire upon the garrison, picking off four 
men per day if they showed themselves above the walls. 
At length a truce was established with the enemy, and 
Colonel Palmer agreed to evacuate the place on the 
arrival of a Chief who w’as to assume the Government. 
He arrived in the middle of February. Colonel Palmer, 
hoping for the arrival of reinforcements, contrived to 
keep him in play till the beginning of March, when the 
Chief and his follo^vers assumed a menacing attitude; 
and the provisions of the unfortunate garrison being 
exhausted, the snow, on which alone they depended for 
supplies of water, having disappeared, and no prospect 
presenting itself of the arrival of succour, Colonel 
Palmer and his detachment marched out of the citadel 
under the terms of a treaty wdiich would have saved 
the honour, the arms, and the persons of the garrison, 
had the Ghazees been men of truth and probity. But 
the Ghazees thirsted for the blood of the infidels ; they 
attacked them as soon as they emerged from the citadel, 
and it required all the efforts of the Chiefs to restrain 
their savage fury. Many of the sepoys were killed, and 
several of the officers wounded. In despair a number 
of the sepoys afterwards deserted, hoping to make their 
way to Peshawur, 'vhich they never reached, while the 
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officers wore ultimately imprisoned, most cruelly treated, 
and tinally marched to Caubul. The story of their 
sufferings was only second in its tragical features to the 
melancholy tale of the Caubul treachery and massacre. 
It is given in greater detail in the Appendix. 

Amongst the papers which reached General Nott 
from Colonel Palmer at different times was the treaty 
entered into with the Chiefs, and Colonel Palmer’s own 
observaticiiis on the management of the British affairs 
in Affghanistan. 

Slijiitl'dioii I of Tfealij holKVrn Liciilinuint-Coh ncl Palmer and 
i^iril.nr ^'hamM Dren Khan, Xaib IhhooUah Khan, and other 
(Ihtizec Phit’Js, dated 2\st Fehruarij, 1842, 

AicncLt ]. 

On tI>o pari of Lt,-Col. Palmer. On the part of Sirdars. 

That the garrison will Five days allowed to re- 

evacnato tlie fortres.s of move baggage, the garrison 
Ghnziiee in ttn days on tho to evauuate on sixth day. 
following terms. Coolies to be furnished to 

reinove baggage,, 


AllTICI.E 2. 


That the lower fort remain 
in our possession, and from the 
Cabool gate to the large Mns- 
jid and Abdool Hug's Well 
of the city, the houses shall 
bo emptied for our accommo¬ 
dation, and no AH'gbans 
allowed to come into that 
quarter; to prevent whicli 


Occupying the lower fort 
not agreed to ; recommend 
both parties being distinct 
and separate. The European 
olHcers to occupy Mahmood 
Khan’s house, and the men 
that part of the town stipu¬ 
lated. 

Declare themselves moat 
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parties of Jezailcliees to be solicitous for the preservation 
placed at the above Musjids. of our lives and property. 
This arrangement to last till 
the snow melted. 

Article 3. 


That treasure, arms, and 
ammunition, food, and tents 
in our possession be taken to 
the town, but on marching 
for India to leave all behind 
except arms, ammunition, and 
tents required. 

That a nartv of Jezailcliees 


Agreed that each man take 
bis musket and 100 rounds of 
ammunition, also food for 
several days, and tents j—but 
the treasure, spare arms, am¬ 
munition, and tents to be left 
in the citadel. 

About 200 men to be 


Article 4. 
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AllTICLIi 

Tlic Gli.'izcc (Miicfs to tiscoi- 
tain the sum rer|uire(i by their 
men. All of them to quit the 
city for their homes five rtuys 
before the fi.oing down of the 
garrison, giving a sealed 
agreement of their satisfaction 
before departure. 


7 . 

The Reizunamah of the 
Ghazces produced by the 
Chiefs, in whose hands they 
had left the settlement of the 
matter. They, themselves, 
would be dismissed, as the 
Sirdars were most anxious 
for our welfare. 


Article 8. 

That Naib Rohoolla Khan, Agreed to unconditionally. 
Mirza, Milik Mahoinmud, 
and Abruii; Khan, with 800 
lioi'se and footmen, should 
I'orm our escort on departure. 

AnTici.i: 9. 

That as uiiKh carriage as Carriage to be furnished 
required be provided us. to Kabul, wc paying for the 
Meer Alum Sohanee to be same, 
paid the hire at Pesliawur. 

Auticle 10, 

That on our depai'ture, each Agreed to unconditionally, 
man to carry only four rupees, 
all in excess to be deposited 
liere. M. M. M. to be paid 
in advance for articles of food 
on road to Kabul. 

Article 11. 

That Naib Rohoolla Khan Going to Peshawur via 
convey us via Shogur and Shogur was the pleasure of the 
Koord Kabul, or other road King and Wtizeer Nizam oo 
VOL. II. E 
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direct to Peshiiwur, avoiding 
the capita], and forward in¬ 
formation and oiir letters to 
tile English ofticors at Kabul, 
to obtain jiermissinn i'or the 
purpose, and have carriage 
sent to Shogur. 


donla, and the Chiefs here 
could not agree to it, but they 
swore by the grace of God 
to see us conveyed in safety 
home, and security to the 
capital, and leave us there in 
the hands of the King and 
Minister, who would decide 
the rest. 


Akticle 12. 

M. M. M. to take charge Whatever Colonel Palmer 
of our sick and wounded iu wished regarding sick and 
his fort, as we should tlieii bo wounded should be done. If 
assured of their being taken left behind they would be 
care ofi taken care of, and carriage 

procured for their ibllowing 
us afterwards. 

Ahtict.e Id. 

That the Chiefs swear so- Agreed to, and the treaty 
leranly on the Koran for sworn to in presence of the 
the due observance of these parties mentioned, 
articles in pi'csence of kliiii- 
shee Wullcr oollah, Futtijah 
Khan, Miinimoo Khan, 
being persons confided in 
by us. 

Ahticle 14. 

That if the garrison were The Chiefs could not con- 
conveyed in security, honour, vey us farther than Kabul, 
and safety to Peshawur, we 
promise to pay 40,000 rupees 
from the treasury tliere, and 
to obtain more if possible 
from our Government. 
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ADDITIONAL AllTICLE BY THE CHIEFS, 


On the day of the evacuation of the Bala Hissai’, as well 
as during the stay in the town, the garrison shall be protected 
in the name of God, and shall be conveyed, by the grace of 
God, to t!ie capital vvith honour and safety. 

This is the reply— 

If either Captain Burnett, Captain Alston, or Lieutenant 
Harris are given over to the Chiefs to take care of, it will be 
agreeable to the Chiefs, Sirdar and Naib, as an earnest of the 
intention to evacunte the citadel, and on the day Lieutenant- 
Colonel Palmer leaves it. Lieutenant Harris shall be sent back, 
and all shall be well. Agreed to, Lieutenant Harris given as 
hostage on the 28 th February, 1842. 

Solemnly sworn to, the Sealed with the seals of 
Sirdars (daoing their hands Sbumsudeen Khan, Roohoo- 
on the Koran, in pi’esence of lali Khan, and said T. 
Wuleeoolah, Rajah Munshco, Palmer, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Futtijali Khan, Resaidar, Political Agent, and Com- 
and Murnmoo Khan, Rajali manditig at Ghuznee. 

Tiiidal. 


(Signed) 

J. S. Alston. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Talmer’s observations, to which 
reference is made above, ran as follows. They wore 
written several months subsequent to the treaty, when 
the Lieutenant-Colonel believed that the destruction of 
himself and party was meditated. 

Dread of the Press lost us Affghanistan in the winter of 
1841, for to no other cause can the puerile and temporising 
measures of Sir W, Macnaghten be attributed, if the country 

E 2 
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is tigain invaded, and you again fear to disarm the population, 
to execute the rebels, to destroy^ the ibrtified habitations of in¬ 
dividuals, and to curtail the influence of the Mullahs, rest 
fissured revolt will again take place, and Britain not only lose 
a largo jiortion of the troops, but be again held up in derision 
to Asia and Europe. Afighanistan must be ruled by the 
sword, and stern, even-handed justice will save the blood of' 
thousands, but should the succeeding (Government follow the 
steps of Sir W. Macnaghteii, and fear to adopt extreme 
measures against traitors and rebels, the same scenes of 
treason, perfidy, and massacre will recur, and these infidels 
again laugh at our weakness and ignorance as to governing a 
nation who consider it honourable and praiseworthy to deceive 
and break faith with those of another creed. Under the 
orders of Sir William, and official liirections from General 
Elphinstone and Major Pottingcr, 1 made over this fort of 
Ghuzni to Nuwab Shmnsodeeu Khan and Nnib Rohillah 
Khan on the Gth day of March, !84‘i, having made a solemn 
treaty for our honourable trcatmonl while at Ghuzni, and safe 
escort to Cabool, after winter. On the 8lh they opened the 
guns on us at one hundred yards distance, leaving no chance 
of assistance, and being totally without water for six days. I, 
at the wish of all the other officers, surreiidorcd with about 
450 men, on the IStli March, 1842. We (the officers) siir- 
rendered tinder a second treaty, signed Ly thirteen of the 
Ghuzni Chiefs, swearing they would escort men and officers in 
safety to the lower fort, there to reside. I’liis treaty w'as also 
perfidiously broken, the officers were separated from the men 
on the night of the loth, made prisoners in the Bala Hissur, 
under the Nuwab, the men were deprived of their arms, stript 
of their clothes, and taken by the several tribes into slavery. 
We have beard nothing of them since. We heard on the 2nd 
of August that we were to be conveyed to Cabool on camels, 
in the Kujawahs used by women, in two or three days, under 
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escort ot his brother, Niizur Khan. This, I doubt not, is 
with a view to convey us to some other place ol' confinement, 
or possibly to have us made away with, and the disguise 
adopted, to j)retend that the Ghazees killed us, notwithstand¬ 
ing his trying every precaution to secrete and defend us. If 
we are not forthcoming, we are murdered by his own special 
ordei', and the story he tells of us is as false as hell. Avenge 
our blood in every member of his family. 

T. Palmer, 

Lient.-Coloiicl commanding. 

(Jtniini, 4th August, lH4g. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

LORB ELBENBOEOiraH ADHERES TO HIS EESOLTJTION TO WITHDRAW 
THE ARMIES—OPINIONS. OR PODITIOAL AND MILITARY OFFICERS 
—NOTT ATTACKS AKTAB KHAN ON THE IIRQDNDAB—DE8TEDCTI0N 
OF FORTRESSES BY OOIONEI. WYMER—NOTT’S INDIGNATION AT 
THE WITHDRAWAL RESOLUTION •—MEBDEK OF SHAH SOOJAH— 
CORRESPONDENCE THEREON—SHAWL AND SEEBEB OITEN OVER TO 
THE KHAN OF KHELaT. 

Lord Ellenborough continued for a long time 
steadfast to his resolution to withdraw the troops as 
soon as the season should admit of the retrogression. 
His Lordship’s instructions to Nott and Pollock re¬ 
ferred simply to the retirement of the garrisons from 
the outposts and smaller fortresses, the disman¬ 
tling the works, and the removal of the guns. The 
improvement of General Nott’s position, by the acces¬ 
sion of General England’s force of 2,500 men, and the 
treasure, carriage, and supplies, did not seem to the 
Governor General to furnish any reason for varying the 
instructions of the 19th of April, Shah Soojah had 
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been murdered, and the country was divided ; but Lord 
EUenborough obdurately refused to recognise any one as 
the new Sovereign. The evacuation of AfFghanistan 
was with him a fixed idea; neither entreaty nor remon¬ 
strance seemed to exercise the least influence upon his 
determination. The events in Jellallabad and the 
Khyber “ in no respect changed his views of the policy 
to be pursued.” 

A totally ditferent notion of the duty of the Govern¬ 
ment and the obligations of honour was taken by all 
the political officers, and the whole of the army, if a 
judgment may be formed from the masses of private 
correspondence which passed through Nott’s hands at 
this time, and the opinions expressed by the greater 
portion of the Indian Prc.ss. It was customary with 
the politicals in Affghanistan, Scinde, and Peshawur, to 
correspond very freely, and copies of these letters to 
each other were invariably transmitted to General Nott; 
for such was the uncertainty of tlie dawk communica¬ 
tions, that it was only by seizing upon every syllable of 
every letter that came in his way that anything like a 
connected and coherent chain of information was ob¬ 
tained by the General. Thus we find Lawrence’s letters 
to Hammersley, Sir Richmond Shakspeiu-e’s to Outram, 
Clerk’s to Rawlinson, Maegregor’s to Mackeson, and so 
forth, all finding their way, at some time or other, into 
Nott’s custody. The uniformity of their tone, in regard 
to the intended retreat, was striking, A few instances 
may be quoted to the honour of the writers, 
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Sir 11. Shakspeare to Mr 7. H. Maddock, 

Most cordially do I agree with you in thinking that a 
retreat now would he ruinous. We may try to disguise 
the matter, but there is no concealing from Asia that our 
leaving our hostages and our guns is disgraceful * * * To 
me it appears evident that such a measure would at once 
cost us the respect and high estimation which v/e have 
hitherto enjoyed, and which has certainly gone far to 
maintain our supremacy in India. To avoid a step so 
certainly ruinous, would assuredly justify Government in 
running a considerable risk; and to incur such disgrace 
without making an effort to escape from it, would be to 
deserve all the ruin that would befal us * * 

Colonel Sutherland, the British llesideat at Ajmeer [one of 
the most brUUnnt officers in the Indian Army, a protege 
and friend of lUphinslone, Malcolm, and Metccilf), to 
Major Outrarn. 

If we do anything less than make a triumphant march 
through Affghaiiistau, in at one end and out at the other, I 
shall be bitterly disappointed. I care not whether it is done 
by General Tollock^s or General Nott’s forces, or by both. 
Nothing less than this will satisfy the people of Central 
Asia and of India that wc have the power and means of 
re-establishing our tarnished honour; and if we retire from 
our positiojr without this exhibition, we do indeed throw up 
the cards with the game in our hands. 

That is a fine soldier-like letter of Nott’s (to General 
England), and I am most happy to find he turns out a 
trump. 
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Colonel (note Sir H. M.) Lawrence to Major Outram. 

I lose not a moment in sending you the best news we have 
had for many a day. General Pollock says he will not retire 
for five months, unless positively ordered. 

The sentiments of Outram have been given in a pre¬ 
vious chapter. They were continually iterated in all his 
public and private letters. 

Major-General Pollock to Mr. Muddock, Secretary to 
Government, May 13, 1842. 

With regard to our withdrawal at the present moment, I 
fear it would have the very worst effect; it would be construed 
into a defeat, and our character as a jiovverful nation would 
be entirdy lost in this part of the world.. It is true that the 
garrison of Jellallabad has been saved, which it could not 
have bci.'ii had a force not been sent to its relief; but the 
relief of that garrison is only one object, there still remain 
others which we cannot disregard, I allude to the release 
of the ])risoners. 

Fift} similar extracts might be given from the corre¬ 
spondence in the possession of General Nott’s family. 

But though Lord Ellenborough, for all that appeared 
to the contrary, did not contemplate a inarch through 
Affghanistan, he was by no means sluggish in the 
direction of measures calculated, as he supposed, to 
give temporary strength to the Generals, and to maintain 
their position intact. The observations which had been 
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made in public upon the conduct of the young political 
officers had their influence upon his mind. With a 
stroke of the pen he reduced the number of assistants 
very materially. He considered their political desig¬ 
nation to be inappropriate to the functions they had to 
perform, and encouraged the entertaining of undue pre¬ 
tensions not advantageous to the public service; and 
holding these ojunions, he reduced their emoluments to 
an equivalent to the military pay and allowances of 
regimental officers. In regard to the sccresy with 
which he was anxious that all business should be con¬ 
ducted Lord Ellenborough expressed himself most 
strongly, as the note in the foregoing chapter demon¬ 
strates. 

Towards the close of May advices were received from 
England of the feeling which had been created by the 
news of the Caubul massacre, and the evident resolution 
of the ministry. Upon this, new and ardent hopes were 
excited that Lord Ellenborough would direct an advance 
upon Caubul or Chuzni. The Generals panted for the 
signal; every man in the camps was eager for the fray. 
The Governor-General had moved to Allahabad to be 
still nearer the scene of operations: every act was con¬ 
verted into an augury of a more active policy. But 
no ; the “ withdrawal” remained uppermost in his Lord¬ 
ship’s mind. On the 1st of June, he expressed an 
opinion that Major-General Pollock might, while wait¬ 
ing for carriage to effect his retrograde movement, 
send out a force to draw the enemy into a position to 
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receive a blow, or chappad over the Caubul River for 
the purposii of bringing in prisoners of importance, who 
might be used in exchange. But nothing indicated the 
least wish on Lord Ellcnborough’s part that the armies 
should advance on Caubul. The month of October 
was fi.xed upon as the date of the retirement from 
AflFghanistan both of Nott and PoUock’s forces. 

Nevertheless, there were otScers who could not, after 
some reflection, divest themselves of the idea that Lord 
Ellcnborougli really intended to make a grand demon¬ 
stration in Central Asia, to which his present measures 
weTe merely preparatory. They considered that it was 
his Lordship’s purpose to have the troops well placed 
and well provided in the first insttince ; and by recoiling 
before ho made the blow, to render it the more terribly 
effective. Outram and Hammersley, to judge from 
their jirivate letters, seemed to hold this opinion.* 

It would appeal' from what Lawrence luia heard of General 
Pollock’s in.structious, that they must be very inueli to the same effect 
as what you received, and evidently eaused by Lord EUenborough’a 
fears tliiit you are not strong enongh now to carry out our objects, and 
that yoar advanced positions of ('andahar and Khclat-i-Ghilzie would 
ho untenable during winter; but from the circumstance of the defences 
of these plaees being ordered to bo destroyed, and large reinforcements 
of cavalry being aunouneed as about to be sent to you at u littiug 
season, it is evideiil, that his Lordsliij) intends to prosecute tilt 
campaign hereafter, when tlie reinforcements from Europe arrive; but 
I still hope that late favourable events in Ail’glianistan, wlucli 1 
presuuu will be strongly reiii'csentcd to bis Lordship by Genera] 
Pollock, as well as his and your assurances, that you cun do what is 
wanted ; and the determination expressed by the Home Ministry maj 
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We shall see hereafter how far their surmise was the 
correct one. 

Notwithstanding the repeated thrashings which Nott 
had inflicted upon the Dooranees, they would not allow 
him to remain unmolested in his castle. When Wymer 
had proceeded with a large portion of tlie force and 
nearly the whole of the cavalry of the army of Candahar 
to support Khelat-i-Ghilzie, Ackter Khan, the Chief of 
Zemindaur, assembled 3,000 men, and joined the rebel 
force under Prince Sufter Jung and Atta Mahomed 
on the right bank of the Urgundab. 'I'hey took pos- 

iuduoe Lord Ellciibnnmgli to allow you lo o.Miroiso your own discretion 
as to whether or uof to allow you to piuseeute Iho caiuj)aigu at once, or 
to hold on your present position,— Majur Onhum to Gcnai'iil Nott. 
Sukkur, mil of May, 1S,12. 

It is evident to me that Lord Ellenhoroiigh’s object in withdrawing 
to Peshawnr and Qnettali was merely that our armies might be sale and 
easily comnmnicated with during Iho porioil that uould elapse ere 
reinforcements from England should enable n.s to enter on the eampaign 
in overpowering force, being impressed willi an evaggeratod notion of 
the powers of the enemy, and nature of I lie obstacles to be overnome, 
which he did not think the troops now in Alfglianistan equal to. 

Erom the determination shown by the English Ministry, we may now 
rest satisfied, I think, that the lust mail brought, such insiruotions to 
Lord Ellcnborougli as must insure I he prosecution of tlie eampaign 
ultimately, if not tlii,-. season; and rve may ho equally sure that his 
Lordship will attend to the wishes expressed by General Pollock to 
move on to Gnudamnek rather than retrograde to i’eshawiir, in the 
meantime, in which case he will of oourse ap))ro\-o of General Nott 
holding all his present positions. 

I care not for tlie eamjiaigu being deferred for a, while, so long as 
we do not bate an inch of wliat wo now hold in the mcautiine.— Major 
Outram to Lieutefia/it Hammrdey, 2Gth of May. 
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session of some steep rocky hills, within a mile of the 
city walls, and assumed a menacing attitude. Nott 
instantly moved out with a part of the garrison, leaving 
General England to command the town. He found the 
Ghazees in possession of the Babawullee Puss, and the 
roads leading to their camp. He attacked them vigo¬ 
rously, “ carried all their positions in gallant style, and 
drove tlicm in confasion, and with great loss, across the 
Urgundab River.” In Nott’s despatch (29111 of May, 
1842), he makes honourable mention of Brigadier 
Stacey and Major Rawlinson, the latter of whom gal¬ 
lantly l(!d a small body of Persian and Affghan Horse 
to the charge. 

In fulfilment of his orders to destroy the forts in his 
neighbourhood, Nott gave a sort of roving commission 
to Colonel Wymer, who, after his return from Khelat-i- 
Ghilzie, looked in upon the nests of robbers abounding 
in the district, routed them out and extinguished their 
villainous abodes. Wymer, a most excellent officer, 
carefully attended to the General’s instructions for 
th(! maintenance of discipline and the avoidance of 
plunder. 

Lord Ellenborough watched the course of events at 
Ciindahar with much interest, and it is pleasant to ob¬ 
serve at how early a period of his assumption of the 
Government, he began to correspond freely with Nott 
df} omnibus rebus. 
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Genehal, 


Alliiliabad, June Jl, 184'J. 


I have heard with great pleasure of the constant success of 
yoar troops in the several actions in which they were engaged 
towards the end of last mouth. 

The resolution exhibited in the defence of Kelat-i-Ghilzic 
was very gratifying. 

I am looking' i’orward with interest to the account, which I 
hope I shall soon receive, of the evacuation of that jdace, and 
of the return of the gari'ison, together with Colonel Wymer’s 
detachment, to your head-quarters. 

From the decided course which has been taken by the Rus¬ 
sian Minister at Teheran, in conjunction with the British 
Minister there, 1 am disposed to think that you will not be 
troubled with any demonstration of a hostile character from 
the side of Herat. 

There is no account, on which any reliance can be placed, 
of the circumstances under which, at Ghuznee, six officers 
remain alive, and, all the soldiers have been destroyed, or 
eanded away as slaves. 1 should be obliged to you, if you 
could inform me how that event took place. 

I feel great commiseration for the soldiers, if any such 
there be, who have been carried away as slaves, and I should 
wish to have any particulars you may be able to procure with 
respect to them. 

Whenever you retire upon the Indus, some portion of the 
Bengal rtoops will remain at Sukkur, and there may possibly 
be occasion" to einjiloy two brigades against tlie Ameers of 
Hydei'abad, unless their conduct should be move loyal than it 
is represented to have been of late. 

Curachee will continue to be occupied by Bombay troops. 
An army of reserve, of 15,000 men, will be assembled in the 
Sirhind Division in "November. It will bo necessai’y to 
strengthen the force in Biindlecund by two Regiments of 
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Infantiy, anti one of Irregular Cavalry, with guns. An 
additional. Regiment will be wanted in the Ganges Division; 
and there will, in all probability, be a moveable force ou the 
Taptoc. 

These nrraiigenients may render unnecessary the formation 
of a Corps at Sogowlee. Six Regiments of t^neen’s In¬ 
fantry, each 1,000 strong, and a Regiment of Queen’s Cavalry, 
are already far advanced towards the Cape, and three more 
Regiments of Queen’s Infantiy are at the disposal of the 
Indian Government. 

The whole of the expedition to China had left Singapore 
by the 24th ult.: 5,000 Native Infantry, 1,500 Queen’s In¬ 
fantry, and a very large force of artillery, &c. 

I have the honour to remain. 

General, 

Your very faithful servant, 

Ellen Bonouaii. 

His Excclloncy Major-Gener.il Nott, 

Caiulahai'. 

Tlie conduct of the sopnjs, in the affair with Ackter 
Khan ami Suffer Jung, gave tiiu General another of 
those opportunities, in which lie so much delighted, of 
saying a word in their favour. Still burning with 
indignation that he was not to move through Aff- 
ghanistan, hit wrott; early in June to the Misses 
Nott: 

I received an order from the Supreme Government months 
ago to fall back. I did not do so, and laid hold of an “ if” 
in the letter as my excuse—but now—what nowy Weil, 
never mind, murder will out. The keen wind blowing over 
the bleached bones of our comrades, now in licajis on the 
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rugged AfFghan mountains, will whistle the imbecility and 
infamy of some high functionaries over Asia, and the 
thousand petty states, that did tremble even at the noble 
lion’s hreathiny, will in future crow in derision if he attempt 
to roar. And now, just like Englishmen, the cry is “ sepoys 
cannot stand Affghans.” Not stand Affghans, indeed 1 
1,000 sepoys, properly managed, will always beat 10,000 
Affghans. I saw them do this on the 29th of last 
month. 

Nott in this and all previous letters referred only to 
the Bengal sepoys. He had never had any Bombay 
sepoys with him. Hammersley, his quondam aide-de- 
camp, who iiad been most unjustly removed from his 
political office in Shawl, referring to the action of the 
29th, takes an opportunity of speaking of the “ ducks” 
(as the Bombay people are called), and of paying a just 
compliment to the General. 

I wish you had some of the Bombay sepoys out on that 
occasion, as they have an idea that you hold them hack 
owing to the reverse at Hykulzyc. Depend upon it they 
only want a proper commander, and an enemy in front, to 
give the lie to anything which may have been uttered to 
their prejudice : and by giving them an opportunity of dis¬ 
tinguishing themselves you will give the whole race of 
“ ducks” a high ojiiniou of you as a General, and show the 
world that in the hands of an able workman the tools are 
well up to their work. 

Nearly a month later than the date of the foregoing 
the General finds another opportunity of writing to his 
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daughters; and here his auger, at the prolonged inaction 
of his fine army when so much was in its hands, finds 
vent. 

We arc all quiet here at present, and I’cbellion hath dis¬ 
appeared; yet there arc some Chiefs abroad, but they have 
no followers, and they have offered to come in; but they did 
dip their hands in iny soldiers’ blood, and therefore I will 
never receive them. I last evening received a letter from 
Pollock, across the mountains. Had not the Governor- 
Genei'id boniicl me hand and foot, I should now have been in 
Caubnl, without asking for the aid of Pollock. The game 
was in our hands, and we would not take it. Pollock ought 
to have marched sharply upon Caubnl; bad he done so, not 
a shot would have been fired. Mark me, my children, had 
I been in his ]ilace, with that beautiful army, I would have 
struck such a blow that the whole world should have rung 
with it, I am ordered not to do anything, AVell, our nation 
is disgraced. How strange that Englishmen should be so 
paralyzed! 

Pollock’s army w'as not necessary. The troops under my 
command would have taken Ghuzni, and destroyed the Bala 
Hissar at Caubnl. I told Lord Auckland so in December 
last; but what, is the good of talking of it ? I begin to 
be ashamed of looking an Affghan in the face. I am 
ordered to sneak away, though with my heautifiil regiments 
I could plant the British banner on the banks of the 
Caspian. I have been unwell, and am still weak; enough 
to make mo, I think, when I see Old England so disgraced. 
Well, I will bring my army safe off, and then farewell lo a 
red coat. They have behaved most shamefully to me, in not 
publishing any of my despatches, especially that of the 
VOL. II. F 
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12th of January, wherein I told them that my noble regi- 
mcnts bad defeated 20,000 men. Mark me, the army at 
Candahar has defeated the enemy in some sixteen actions, 
tranquillized the w-hole country, made every Affghan bend 
the knee, never met with I'cverse, however outnumbered by 
the enemy—and no notice has been taken of it. 

From what appears in later letters from Major 
Outram, it is clear that the despatches had been inter¬ 
cepted by the marauders. They had never been seen en 
route, and Outram justly concludes that if they had 
come to hand the Government would have published 

them. 

“ I have litthi doubt,” says he, “ that Lord Ellen- 
borough would be too glad to grace his Gazettes by 
every military triumph he can lay his hands on; and if 
you would afford him the opportunity by sending a 
duplicate of the despatch, togetlier with a detail of all 
the operations of the army under your command since 

then, I am very sure the whole would bo published 
with due acknowledgment, and the causes of delay 
explained.” 

Outram was quite right in his conjecture. 

While Nott was steadily holding his ground at Can¬ 
dahar another act of the Caubul tragedy was perform¬ 
ing. The wretched King, Shah Soojah, had been mur¬ 
dered by his own people. The facts have been fre¬ 
quently detailed in the unvarnished form of a European 
narrative. It will diversify the page of history if an 
Oriental is here suffered to tell the tale. 
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(No. 1.) 

Tranulatii^u oj a Letter from Kuorljtin Atee Khan Kinnance to 
Mahomeil Alla. Yioz Jlaaha’, (tided the ‘2.8th of Sufar, eorre- 
.tpinuUu'J ■U'ith the 9th of April, Calianl. 

After tlie usual complimontaiy oxorclitiin, the letter pro¬ 
ceeds :— 

I duly received and understood the contents of the letter 
you sent me by Taj Khan on the 5t]) Sufar, and was happy to 
hear you ire all well. I will now give you a short sketch of 
events in this quarter. On the f!2nd of Sufar (3d April) the 
King had made all his preparations to start ftr Jellalabad. 
On that night Taj Khan and tlui Naib (Uincen Oollah) were 
dining with me. Taj Khan went away after dinner, and the 
Naib remained. In the morning I had just finished my 
prayers, when they brought us word that the King had been 
killed. I went out to learn particulars, and found that the 
King had come into the Bala Jlis.sar to sleep the night pre¬ 
viously. That Sliuja ood Dowlu Khan, the son of the Newab 
(Zuman Khan) had, without his father's knowledge, placed 
some men on the look-out, idosc to the gate, while ho himself 
remained with his party in ambush on the road. At the earliest 
dawn of day the King came out of the Bala Ilissar in his litter, 
with but fve or six atteiidaiits besides his bearers. The spies at 
the gate sent on word to tlic Newab’s son, who came down 
upon the King, and, to make a long story short, they killed him. 
The Prince Futteh Jung was sleeping in Ahmed Khan's fort, 
and had mounted in the morning to come and meet his father. 
The Iiitclligenee reached him on the road, and llyder Khan, 
who was with the Prince, immediately carried him oil’ to the 
fort of his fathei', Mahomed Khan Bizet. The Newab sent 
his own men and .Tazailchees to the fort to demand the Prince’s 
person. Mahomed Khan, however, positively refused to give 
him up, and conveyed him in safety to the Bala Hissar. The 

F 2 
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next day Amcen Oollah Khan and the Populzies placed him 
on the tlii'onc. The Kuzzilbashees and the Caboolees agreed 
together, and said to ilie other tribes, We Iiave nothing to do 
lith eitlier of you; do not uselessly set the whole city by the 
ears. At last the followinn: terms were agreed to;—“ That the 
Newab and his party should go to Jellalabad, and the Doo- 
ranees to Candahar, when, if God granted a happy termi¬ 
nation to the Feringhee business, they could take into 
consideration the most eligible person to be elected as King, 
and they would all abide by the general choice.*’ Having 
arranged tliis, they road the “ Fatiheh” over the King’s body, 
and on Thursday the “ advance tents" were sent outside the 
city. In four days after that the fugitives came flocking in 
from Jellalabad, reporting that IMahonied Ackber Khan’s 
force had been cntirelj’’ defeated, and that the Sirdar himself 
had fled to Lughinan. Tliey gave the following account of 
the affair:—When the intelligence of the King’s death reached 
Mahomed Ackber s camp, a division took place among the 
Chiefs, Several of these Chiefs, among whom were Abdool 
Mahomed Khan and Khalig Khan, sent to the English to 
say, ‘ the rest of our party arc off their guard, come and take 
advantage of it, and we wilt assist you.’ The English did so, 
coming out on Thursday morning, the 25th, with all their 
Iiiliintry and guns, and without allowing Mahomed Ackber 
time to collect his followers, attacked him in his camp, and 
entiiely dispersed his force.=. The Cabool Horse came up at 
once to the capital, and the others were dispersed, every man, 
to his home ; the Sirdar made the best of his way to Lughman.” 
The intelligence fi'oni the Kliyber is as follows;—Sooltan 
Ahmed Khan, with his followers, had taken up a position at 
Jubbukee (in the pass between .Jumrood and AH Masjid). The 
Englishman Pollock attacked him there, forced him from his 
position, and drove him to All Masjid, to which place he has 
pursued him. It remains to be seen whether Sooltan Khan 
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can hold All Masjid or not. If the English troops once pass 
Ali Masjid, we have nothing to look to but the grace of God. 
As He wills it, so will it be.” For my own part I was always 
averse to what has happened; but who would attend to me9 
As matters stand now, nothing remains to me but patiently to 
await my fate. I have no place to flee to, and no face to 
remain here. The evils we have done to the English, and for 
which they will call us to account, are beyond all limit. We 
have not even spared their Mussulmans. Many of their 
Syuds and Mussulmans cried for mercy, and repeated the 
“ Kalima.” The Affghans said, “ Tf you brought a camel 
laden with ‘ Kalimas’ we would not sjjure you’'—they were 
thus all killed. God grant that they (the English) should 
never be in a position to retaliate, for if they do get the upper 
hand, they will revenge on us tenfold the injuries they have 
suffered at our hands. 

(No. i>.) 

From the saiiia to t/m saiiin, dated Cahiol, the 2d Ihdiee ool Uival, 
eorrespondinff xeith April I'itli. 

I have received vour letter of the ‘20th Hufar (1st of April), 
and am glad to find you have escajied all danger.s, and 
are still in health. May God watch over and protect you ! 
I have before written you full particulars regarding the murder 
of the King, and the dispersion of Mahomed Ackber’s force. 
My letter I hope safely reached you. The news up till to day 
is as follows:—Prince Futteh Jung has been placed on the 
throne?, and is daily increasing in strength and power; the 
Newab remains in his own house, and both parties have 
agreed to go down to Jellalabad. Having written thus far, I 
hear a salute from Mahomed Zumeen’s house, and sending 
down to inqtiire the reason, the following news is brought 
me :~The English troops who came into the Khyber have 
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been defeated, and have retreated from Ali Masjid; Mac- 
gregor left Jclialabad, and embarked on a raft to go down to 
Peshawar; the boatmen sank the raft and drowned him. 
Mahomed Ackher finding Jellnlabad empty, came from Lugh- 
man and took possession. Wo shall see if this turns out true 
or not. Up till yesterday the Chiefs of the ‘‘ Gholam 
Khaneh” had boon in the habit of attending theNewab’s house, 
with the exception of Khan Shereen Khan, who from the 
commencement is the friend of Naib Umcen Oollah, adhered 
to the Prince. Yesterday the whole of the ‘‘ Gholam Khaneh” 
attended Durbar, and made their salam to Futteli Shah (Fut- 
teli Jung). He gave them all “ Kheluls,” and promised 
them sis months' pay ready money. He also encouraged 
them to stand by him, saying that he would always pay a due 
regard to their interests. 

(True transilation.) H. Rawlinson, 

Politicpl Agent. 

(No. 3.) 

Fmnt Im Royal Iflghiesn Prince Snfter,Tung to MajorEaivUnson. 

My Frienii, 

What can I write, or what can I say, now that the dread¬ 
ful news of the King’s death has reached me? His Majesty 
duly kept faith with you till his last hour—-it was on this 
account that the misbegotten son of a dog Mahomed Zumeen 
perpetrated the foul deed which has ruined my family. This 
is no time for grief—wc should know no other feeling than a 
bold determination to avenge the King’s blood—at present my 
own blood is in such a ferment that I can think of nothing 
else but of the best means to obtain this vengeance. Let 
bygones be bygones—I swear to God that while life is in my 
body I will attend to no other matter than this—I will either 
share my father’s fate, or I will avenge his death. It has now 
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become more than ever incumbent on your Government to 
adopt the King's quarrel, since he lias lost his life in conse¬ 
quence of his connexion with you. This business which has 
taken place has arisen solely from the discovery of the Kingt 
attachment to )'our Government owing to former kindnesses. 
You ought now to make common cause with us, and let us go 
hand in hand in avenging the King's death. Write whatever 
you consider for the benefit of yonr Government and for my 
advantage, and be assured that I shall follow your advice. 
You mentioned to Meer Abdul Hassan Khan that he must 
endeavour to bring me in. I have thought over the matter, 
and I se(^ no advanloge In this. If you have resolved to adopt 
the late Shah's quarrel, and make common cause with us in 
revenging his death, you must .support mo to the titmost, that 
I may be able to work both for your good and ray own, and 
bring to a happy conclusion the object of your Government 
and ray own personal desires. 

The sequel to the murder l.s related in a letter from 
Futteh Jung to Sufter Jung. 

Trandatum oj a Letter from His Itoi/al lliiiliness Jutuj to 

his brother, Unfter Jtinij, received at Cainlahnr, Juli/ iird, 1842. 

Be it signified to my dearly belovetl brother, Sufter Jung, 
that whereas, subsequently to the tragical end of our father, a 
fierce contest broke out between our party and the Mahom- 
medzyes, I and my friends laboured to the best of our 
ability in supporting the dignity of our house. 

It pleased God that we should bo forced to retire into tlie 
Balia Hissar, and there stand a protracted siege, and you will 
have heard that I did my duty well in beating off repeated 
assaults and in bolding out the place till the last. During 
the progress of these events the party of the Mahoinmedzyes 
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frequently wished to come to an accommodation, and at length 
having satisfied myself that Mahomed Akbar Khan was 
sincere in his professions of allegiance and service, with the con- 
BCTii and approval of the Chiefs of my own party, who judged 
that such an arrangement was best for the general interests, I 
accepted his tender of fealty and appointed him to the high 
and important jiost of Minister, Mahomed Akbar has 
now received from me full authority to direct and control 
the Government of Cabool, agreeably to certain stipulations 
and agreements that have been settled between us. He has 
pledged himself on all occasions to serve me faithfully and 
truly, and placing a full reliance in his sincerity, I have 
installed him as my most honoured and confidential officer. 
I trust by the blos.dng of God that he will duly observe his 
engagements, and from the uniform good faith which has 
cliaraoterised his conduct, as well as his general uprightness 
and honesty, I am disposed to believe that in future I shall 
find him one of my most trusty and valuable servants. 

My dear brother, rest assured of my favour and affection 
for yon. Bo careful on no account to disperse your followers, 
but let them continue actively to ])rosccntc the iioslilitics in 
which they liuve been heretofore engaged;—we urge upon 
you constant and unremitting warfare with our national 
enemic.s, and wo engage, with all convenient speed, to support 
you with reinforcenieiils of liilantry, Cavalry, and Artillery, 
and we will also supply you with whatever ready money may 
be required for the pay of the troops and tlie maiiuenance of 
the Hooranee Ghazees. You must take care to give us full 
and frequent particulars of all events that are passing in your 
([uarter. 

Dated 1st Jumeid ool Uwml (corresponding with June 11). 

(True translation) 

H. Rawlinson, 

Political Agent. 
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In a previous page allusion has been made to the 
treaty entered into with the Khan of KheJat. At this 
period, as circumstances had materially been changed by 
the deatli of Shah Soojah and the intention of the Bri¬ 
tish to evacuate the country, Major Outram entered 
upon the question of the assignment of the Districts of 
Shawl and Seebee to Nusseer Khan. He accordingly 
addressed General Nott upon the subject, at the same 
time communicating with the Governor General. But 
as Nott ivas about to quit the South of Atfghanistan he 
did not go into the mutter with Outram, who was thus 
left to be guided by the decision of Lord Ellenborough. 
The letter of Outram to Nott, and of the Secretary to 
the General to Outram, will close the Khclat chapter 
of the Atfghanistan history. 

Fmm Major Outram^ UoUlkal Agent at Scinde and Belochinlan, 
hi Major-Gcnernl Nott, coiimandini/ I.ower Afghanistan 
and Scinde. 

Quttta, 24th .June, 1842. 

Sir, 

It liavirig been iutitnalcd to me by the late Governor 
General, that I was at liberty to hold out to the Khan of 
Kel.it the [irosjicet of the districts of Shawl and Seebee being 
ultimately made over to him, I accordingly instructed Captain 
Pontardent to iviforin tho Khan what was intended ; who, in 
consequence, will e.vpect to be placed in possession before we 
evacuate the country, but being of opinion that it would ho 
more advantageous iti every respect to carry the arrangement 
into effect now, than to wait till then, I write to ask your 
sanction to my making over the districts alluded to after the 
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present harvest has been gathered in, which will be corapleted 
here by about the end of this month, and at Seebee about the 
end of next. 

It appears to me, that by now placing the territory in ques¬ 
tion in the Khan’s hands, he will be enabled to secure their 
possession before the withdrawal of our troops, which, if de¬ 
layed till that event, he might be unable to effect; and as I 
can see no advantage to us from holding them, further than 
merely continuing their general control as at present, but on 
his behalf, I think tliat in fairness to the Khan, we should 
now make them over, and during the remainder of our stay 
assist him in establishing his government. 

Should any treaty be entered into with any of the Afghan 
Powers, I beg to suggest that the cession of Shawl and 
Seebee bo formally stipulated', otherwise the IChan being in 
possession of those districts will bo a plea for the Afghans 
making war on him, whom wo ai’e bound by treaty to protect 
against foreign enemies. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

J. Outbam, 

Political Agent, Scinde and Belochistan. 

P.S. Altboiigb the late Khan of Kelat was not possessed 
of Sebee at the time we took possession of the Khanate, and 
that district, though one in his possession, had generally con¬ 
tinued an appanage of Candahar, still as the high road of the 
Afghans into Cutchce, which the fortress of Sebee commands, 
as well as being a check on the hill tribes, who would other¬ 
wise find easy access to the plains of Cutchce, if backed by 
the Khan’s enemies occupying that sti'onghold, and as a 
natural portion of Cntchee, of which it is a corner, I would 
most strongly recommend that it be not given up to the 
Dooranees on any consideration, who, if it were restored to 
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them, might there assemble their hordes without our having 
a plea to protest against their descending into the plains, 
and then could support themselves until a favourable oppor¬ 
tunity ofl’ered for disturbing Scinde, supported, as they readily 
would be on such occasions, by the northern hill tribes. 

J. OtITRAM, 

Major. 


From the Secretary to the (lovermnent of India, with the 
Governor General, to Mnjov-General W. Noli, commanding 
Imm Af/hanistan and Scinde. 

Allahab.’^d, 13lh July, 1842. 

(Secret Department.) 

Sin, 

The Governor General has Imd under his consideration the 
letter dated 24th June, No. 30 of 1842, addressed to you by 
Major Outran), with respect to the giving over of the district 
of Shawl to Meer Nusseer Khan, the (Jhief of Kelat. 

2. It cannot have failed to occur to you that whatever 
may have been our views of policy with respect to the 
Chief of Kelat, while the Government of Shah Shooja, set 
up and maintained by our arms, existed in ,A.fghanistan, 
those views may have been materially modified by events 
which have overthrown Shah Shooja, and leave not a hope 
to his family of repossessing the throne of Cabool. 

3. By the first article of the treaty between the British 
Government and the Chief of Kelat, concluded on the 6th 
of Octobe r, 1841, that Chief .acknowledges himself and his 
descendants to be the vassals of the King of Cabool, in like 
manner as his ancestors were formerly the vassals of his 
Majesty’s ancestors. 

4. By the law and custom of nations, Sovereigns, acknow^ 
ledged by a people, claim and exercise all the rights which 
have been claimed and exercised by the Sovereigns of the 
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same people of a different family. We, at least, do not admit 
royalty to be altogether a personal and hereditary right, 
and whatever may be the house to which a King may belong, 
we deem him to be entitled to that which his predecessors 
rightfully enjoyed. 

5, No engagement therefore could be more inconvenient to 
the British Government, or more entirely at variance with the 
object of the treaty with the Chief of Kelat, than one by 
which that Chief acknowledges his vassalage to the King 
of Cabool, at a time when it is most probable, that who¬ 
ever may be made King of Cabool by the Afghans will 
be hostile to us, and when there cannot be on our part (as 
indeed there never has been) the design of forcing upon the 
Afghans a King, of whom they may disapprove. 

6, To us, therefore, the most convenient arrangement 
would be the total abrogation of the treaty; nor. indeed, 
could it be otherwise to the Chief of Kelat, for if we are 
to remain bound to consider him as the vassal of any King 
of Cabool we cannot assist him, even by good offices, in any 
step he may take, clearly inconsistent with that acknowledged 
vassalage. 

7. The engagement by which we ore bound under the 7th 
article of the treaty, to afford the Chief of Kelat assistance, 
or good offices, as we may judge to be necessary or proper 
for the maintenance of his rights, is one into which it was 
superfluous to enter while Shah Shooja or his descendants, 
supported by us, were on the throne of Cabool, and which it 
is most unadvisable to preserve, when another family, with 
other feelings and policy, maybe placed there. 

8. When, upon the retirement of our armies to the left bank 
of the Indus, we shall resume the policy wliioh had been fol¬ 
lowed from the commencement of our rule in India, and have 
no concern with the countries beyond that river; but desire 
to leave them as we heretofore have wisely done, to them- 
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selves, nothing could be productive of more serious einbar- 
rassnient thun a treaty with an insignificant Chief, which 
should apparently compel us, at an enormous cost, and in dis¬ 
regard of all higher interests, to maintain his supposed riglts 
in a country where hardly any right can ever be properly said 
to exist hut that of the strongest, 

9. With respect to Shawl, we now hold that country by no 
right but that to whieh I have referred, the right of the 
stroiigesi. AVheiiever we leave it, wo in fact leave it to the 
first occupant. We may, if \vc can, alibi'd facilities to Meer 
Nussecr Khan, whereliy he may be such first occupant; but 
we can do no more. Rights wc have none to transfer. 
The people reject ns, and will probably reject him as our 
creature. 

10. In India, guarantees of territory and promises of aid 
are lightly given. The more cautious policy of Europe avoids 
sucli restraints upon tlie future conduct of a State, and 
endeavours to leave it open at all times to Governments to 
take wliatcver course they may, under ever-changing circum¬ 
stances, licemed most conducive to the interests of the nations 
they represent. 

11. You arc desired by tlie Governor General to place this 
letter in Major Outram’s liands, and to direct him to act in 
conformity' with the views of future policy it conveys. 

12. You will instruct liira to place in tlie strongest terms, 
before the Chief of Kelat, the emb.-irrassment which may 
arise to him from our appearing to recognise by treaty his 
acknowledgment of his vassalage to the King of Cabool, and 
the little value to liim of the stipulation in tlie 7th article, 
that we will, by assistance or good offices under certain cir¬ 
cumstances, maintain iiis rights, when, of tlie relative rights 
of Sovereign and vassal, wc arc not, and cannot become, the 
arbiters. 

13. It is much better for the Chief of Kelat, that we should 
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be perfectly free to regard him as a friend, and aid him when¬ 
ever we can, in the character of an independent Prince, than 
that we should be bound by treaty to regard him as the 
vassal of the King of Cabool, be that King who he may. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) T. II. Maduock, 

Secretary to the Government of India, 
with the Governor General 
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CHAPTER III. 

LOBD ELI.ENJBOEOUOH’s WKLCOMl! BESrATOU AEBIVES—NOTT’s 
BEFLY—CO aUESPON'DENCE ON THE FUTUUK MOVEMENTS—PEINCE 
TIMOUB SHAH PEOPOSES TO SUCCEED TO TJIE ATOHAN THBONE 
IF SUPPOKTED BY THE BBITTSH, OR TO BETIR'r; TO INDIA. 

The month of Julj, 1842, was waning. Two more 
months were to be spent in dull inaction, and then the 
army was to beat a discreditable retreat. Pollock was 
stationary, Nott immoveable. The sanguinary Chief’ 
Mahomed Ackhar Khan, held possession of Cauhul, and 
revelled in his triumphs over British policy, and his 
possession of the captive English. 

Further disgrace to the British name impended; 
despondency seized upon every soldier in the two 
camjis: Lord Ellcnborough remained silent. 

The morning dawns upon the 22nd of July; Nott, 
an early riser, is taking his walk in front of his dwelling. 
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A cossid * arrives, his wallet is opened, and Nott dis¬ 
covers a package from the Governor General. He 
opens it listlessly. He anticipates an iteration of the 
previous orders to retire in October. A curl is on his 
lip. But his eye brightens as he proceeds with the 
perusal of the despatch. His lips become compressed. 
The Governor General, if he has not changed his plans, 
deems the time is come for a more open declaration 
of his belief in the feasibility of a movement upon 
Ghuzni and Caubul! Nott’s heart swells—his pulse 
throbs—the long desired moment has arrived! Let 
us follow him in the perusal of the animating des¬ 
patch. 

* “ Cossid,” a uatiro letter carrier. Tlieso men sometimes per- 
form incredibly long journiea in tbe shortest space of time imaginable. 
They are very trustworthy and faithful, and capable of any amount 
of exertion and endurance of fatigue. Their modes of convoying 
and concealing secret despatches areveiy extraordinary. Sometimes 
they conceal them in a hollow stick, sometimes amongst their hair, 
or the folds of their turbans or cummerbunds, sometimes in their 
shoes, or tied under their arm-pits ; and if tbe nature of their duty 
or employment be very hazardous, and they have to traverse places 
in the occupation of tlie enemy, they will then wrap the despatch, 
generally in such cases written on slips of tissue paper, in a small 
ball of wax, so that, if attacked or taken prisoners, they may be 
able to swallow it. Quills are also used for the same purpose. 
Very little mercy is usually shown to a cossid; I have seen many a 
poor wretch lying by the road-side, on a morning march, with his 
throat cut from oar to ear, and his body otherwise mutilated, while 
the ground, immediately about him, was strewn in all directions 
•with the contents of his dawk or letter-bag, tom in a thousand htig~ 
ments.-~CaptainMacienzie’s ‘Zdla' 
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From His Excellency Lord EUenhorough, Governor General 

of India, to Major-General Nott. Allahabad, July 4, 
1842. 

General, 

You will have learnt from Mr Maddoch’s letters of the 
13th of May and 12th of June, that it was not expected that 
your movement towards the Indus could be made till 
October, regard being had to the health and efficiency of 
your army. 

You appear to have been able to give a sufficient equip¬ 
ment to the force you recently dispatched to Khelat-i-Ghilzie 
under Colonel Wymer, and since his return you will have 
received, as I infer from a private letter addressed by Major 
Outram to Captain Durand, my private secretary, a further 
supply of 3,000 camels. 

I have now, therefore, reason to suppose, for the first 
time, that you have the means of moving a very large 
proportion of your army with ample equipment for any 
service. 

There has been no deficiency of provisions at Candahar at 
any time, and immediately after the harvest you will have an 
abundant supply. 

Nothing has occurred to induce me to change my first 
opinion, that the measure commended by considerations of 
political and military prudence, is to bring back the armies 
now in Afifghanistan at the earliest period at which their 
retirement can be effected consistently with the health and 
efficiency of the troops, into positions wherein they may have 
easy and certain communication with India; and to this 
extent the instructions you have received remain unaltered 
{here we can imagine the blank expression of the General’s 
VOL. 11. 
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fine face); but the improved position of your army, with 
sufficient means of carriage for as large a force as it is 
necessary to move in Afighanistan, induce me now to leave 
to your option the liuc, by which you shall withdraw your 
troops from that (country. {Nott’s eye glistens.) 

I must desire, how-ever, that in forming your decision 
upon this most important question, you will attend to the 
following considerations. 

In the direction of Quettah and Sukkur there is no enemy 
to oppose you. 

At each place occupied by detachments you will find 
])rovisionsj and probably as you descend the passes you will 
have increased means of carriage. The operation is one 
admitting of no doubt as to its success. 

If you determine upon moving upon Ghuzni, Caubul, and 
Jellallabad, you will require for the transport of provisions a 
much larger amount of carriage, and you will be practically 
without communications from the time of your leaving 
Candahar, dependent entirely upon the courage of your 
army for the opcinng of a new communication by an ultimate 
junction with Major-General Pollock. 

Nor, if evcrytliing depended upon the courage of your army 
and upon your own ability in directing it, should I have any 
doubt as to the success of the operation ; but whether you 
would be able to obtain provisions for your troops during 
the whole march, and forage for your animals, may be a 
matter of reasonable doubt; yet upon this your success 
will turn. 

You must remember that it was not the superior courage 
of the Affghans, but want, and the inclemency of the season, 
which led to the destruction of the army at Caubul j and 
you must feel, as I do, that the loss of another army, from 
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whatever cause it might arise, might he fatal to our Govern¬ 
ment in India. 

I do not undervalue the aid which our Government in 
India would receive from the successful execution of a march 
by your army through Ghuzni and Caubul, over the scenes 
of our late disasters. I know all the effect which it would 
have upon the minds of our soldiers, of our allies, of our 
enemies )n Asia, and of our countrymen, and of all foreign 
nations in Europe. It is an object of just ambition, which 
no one more than myself wonld i-ejoicc to see effected ; but I 
see that faibire in the attempt is certain and irretrievable 
ruin, and I would endeavour to inspire you with the necessary 
caution, and make you feel that, great as are the objects to 
be attained by success, the risk is great also. 

If you determine upon moving by Ghuzni, and entirely 
give up your communications by Qmhtah, I should suggest 
that you should take with you only the most efficient troops 
and men you have, securing the retreat of the remainder 
upon Killah Abdoollah and Quettab. 

You will in such case consider it to be entirely a question 
to be decided by yourself, according to circumstances, whether 
you shall destroy or not the fortifications of Candahar; but 
before you set out upon your adventurous march, do not fail 
to make the retirement of the force you leave behind you 
perfectly secure, and give such instructions as you deem 
necessary for the ultimate retirement of the troo])a in Sciiide 
upon Sukkur. 

You will recollect that what you will have to make is a 
successful march, that that march must not be delayed by 
any hazardous operation against Ghuzni or Caubul, that you 
should carefully calculate the time required to enable you to 
reach Jellallahad in the first week of October, so as to form 
the rear-guard of Major-General Pollock’s army. 

G 2 
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Jf you should be enabled by a coup-de-main to get 
possession of Ghuzni and Caubul, you will act as you see 
fit^ and leave decisive proofs of the power of the British Army 
without impcaching its humanity. 

You will bring away from the tomb of Mahmood of Ghuzni 
his clubj which hangs over it^ and you will bring away the 
gates of his tonibj which are the gates of the Temple of 
Somnath, These will bo the just trophies of your successful 
march. 

You will not fail to disguise your intention of movingj 
and to acquaint Major-General Pollock with your plans as 
soon as you have formed them. A copy of this letter will be 
forwarded to Major-General Pollock to-day, and he will be 
instructed by a forward movement to facilitate your advance; 
but he will probably not deem it necessary to move any 
troops actually to Caubul, where your force will be amply 
sufficient to beat anything the Affghans can oppose to it. 
The operations, however, of the two armies must be combined 
upon their approach so as to effect with the least possible 
loss the occupation of Caubul, and to keep open the com¬ 
munications betvmen Caubul and Peshawur. 

One apprehension upon my mind is, that in the event of 
your deciding upon moving on Jellallabad by Ghuzni and 
Caubul, the accumulation of so great a force as that of your 
army combined with Major-General Pollock's in the narrow 
Valley of the Caubul lliver, may produce material difficulty in 
the matter of provisions and forage; but every effort will be 
made from India to diminish that difficulty, should you 
adopt that line of retirement. 

This letter remains absolutely secret. 

I have the honour, &c., 

EntENBOBOUGH. 
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There is great caution in this despatch. Critics have 
said that Lord Ellenborough did not wish to commit 
himself to an open declaration of what was evidently 
his desire; and they have added that it was not gene¬ 
rous to fasten so heavy a responsibility upon the 
General. We incline to a different view of Lord Ellenbo- 
rough’s conduct. At the distance at which he was placed 
from the scene of operations, he could not possibly have 
judged of all the circumstances by which the Commander 
of the army of Candahar might be governed; and it 
therefore became necessary, after expounding his own 
views, to give that officer a large discretion. 

Nott’s reply, which is dated 12 a.m. on the very day 
of the receipt of the despatch, did not disclose the state 
of his feelings, or his prompt resolution. He simply 
acknowledged the letter, and said that “ Ik; would im¬ 
mediately give to the subject all due consideration, and 
speedily acquaint his Lordship with the result.” But 
the measures which he instantly adopted show that his 
mind was made up. He wrote to the officer command¬ 
ing at Killah Abdoollah, to send him the two howitzers 
at the fortress, with their ammunition, “ also every 
camel at all serviceable.” He ordered ihat no delay 
should take place, but that the party .should march 
instantly, and not halt until it met with a detachment, 
which he forthwith dispatched from Candahar to meet 
it. To Quettah he wrote for 350 more camels, and 
rated the commissariat officers, who wcr{; slow to pro- 



86 


THE LIFE 


cure him carriage. “ Forward !” was his motto; his 
hour was come, and he was resolved that nothing should 
stand in the way of his long cherished and noble 
design. 

Giving himself three or four days to ponder the 
nature of his reply and to advise with Major Sanders, 
Major-General Nott thus answered Lord Ellenborough 
on the 26th of July. 

Oandahar, July 26, 1842. 

My Loan, 

Having well considered the subject of your Lordship’s 
letter of the 4th instant, having looked at the difficulties in 
every point of view, and reflected on the advantages which 
would attend a successftJ accomplishment of such a move, 
and the moral influence it would have throughout Asia, I 
have come to the determination to retire a portion of the 
army under my command via Ghuzni and Caubul. I shall 
take with me not a large, but a compact and well-tried 
force on which I can rely. Your Lordship may rest assured 
that all prudence and every military precaution shall he 
observed j there shall be no unnecessary risk, and if expe¬ 
dient I will mask Ghuzni and even Caubul ; but should an 
opportunity offer, I will endeavour to strike a decisive blow 
for the honour of our arms. 

The greatest difficulty I am likely to experience will be the 
want of forage in the neighbourhood of Caubul, and thence 
to Jellallabad, in consequence of the large bodies of horse 
which have so long consumed and still continue to consume 
it. I therefore hope that measures will be taken to have 
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supplies of forage, and a few comforts for the European 
troops, stored at Jellallabad, to which place I shall endeavour 
to regulate u)y march so as to reach it in the first week of 
October. 

I have (tommenced arrangements for the remainder of the 
force retiring upon Sukkur, under the command of Major- 
General England, K.H., who will receive the necessary in¬ 
structions for his guidance in withdrawing the troops from 
Candahar and the different posts between this and Shikar- 
pore. 

I am most anxious, notwithstanding the conduct of the 
Affghan Chiefs, that our army should leave a deep impres¬ 
sion on the ]3eople of this country of our character for for¬ 
bearance and humanity. 

All our guns, also six brass pieces belonging to the late 
Shah Soojah ool Moolk, and all serviceable ammunition and 
stores, shall be taken to Sukkur; all unserviceable articles 
not worth the carriage will he destroyed. 

Having now acquainted your Lordship of my determina¬ 
tion, I shall not fail to keep your Lordshij) constantly in¬ 
formed of my proceedings. 

I remain, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient servant, 

W. Nott. 


Lord Ellenborough .could scarcely have dispatched 
his letter before the conclusion forced itself upon his 
mind that Nott would only he too glad to avail himself 
of the option of marching through Affghanistan; and 
his own wishes operating in concurrence with Nott’s 
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intentions, he addressed himself, with characteristic 
vigour, to all the measures which appeared to him cal¬ 
culated to impart success to the highly interesting 
enterprise he had resolved to countenance. Letter now 
followed letter with rapid succession, each remarkable 
for its frank familiarity, the reliance of the writer upon 
the wisdom and foresight of General Nott, and his ad¬ 
miration of the character of the old soldier who alone, 
during four years of severe trial, had judged rightly, 
acted prudently, courageously, and patriotically, and had 
dared to tell the truth. And as if an electric sympathy 
subsisted between these remarkable men, Nott almost 
invariably anticipated the Governor*General’s words. 
Lord Ellenborough on the 5th of July (the day after 
the first despatch), wrote to beg that Major-General 
England might be sent to India vid Quettah, so that if 
any circumstance, should occur to prevent Nott’s con¬ 
tinuance in the command of the army Colonel Wymer 
might succeed. Nott had already ordered England to 
Quettah. Captain Durand, Lord Ellenborough’s Secre¬ 
tary, begs that the General would correspond direct 
with the Go\a;rnor-General. Nott had begun to 
do so. 

Major-General Pollock was prompt in communicating 
with Nott, as soon as he was apprized of the discre¬ 
tionary order vested in the General. A month pre¬ 
viously Pollock .sent Nott a copy of a letter from 
Government of June 1st, which suggested his draw- 
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ing the enemy into a position which might enable 
him to strike a blow, and he accompanied the letter 
with one from himself, conceived in a similar spirit to 
that referred to in the text above. 


Camp Jcllilabad, June Id, 18di3, 

My DBAn Gekerai., 

I had yesterday the pleasure to receive the original, of 
which the above is a copy. It is most satisfactory, and will, 
I trust, enable ns to retrieve all our disasters, I cannot of 
course tell what are your orders from Government, but I trust 
they will be such as to enable you to co-operate with me. My 
plans are not quite decided yet, but all difficulties may be 
said to be conquered, now that Government authorise my 
acting with energy. A few hours before the receipt of the 
Government letter, Major Rawlinson’s of the 31st, to 
Shakespear, came to hand, and this morning I had the grati¬ 
fication to receive yours of the 30th ult. Most cordially do I 
congratulate you on the success of your brilliant little affair, 
and I trust, ere many months have elapsed, we shall have 
given these Affghans several similar lessons, for their late 
successes have made them very bold. 

Believe me, 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) G. Por.r.ocK. 

To Mijor-General Nolt, 

Commanding nt Citiuiaiiar. 


Anticipating the course which Nott would now 
take. Pollock wrote a cordial letter to the General, 
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correspondence of Lord Ellenborough at this juncture, 
not to be struck with the vigour and energy which he 
brought to the duty of vindicating the British name. 
If he had been slow to decide, there was no delay or 
hesitation in the execution of the plans he had now 
marked out for himself and the Generals. He threw 
his whole soul into the cause; nothing seemed above or 
below his consideration. He was no niggard of his 
trust in those whom he deemed worthy of high employ¬ 
ment. Once bestowing his confidence he was prodigal 
of his aid, and generous in the expression of his ap¬ 
plause. And Nott merited to the utmost his good 
opinion, his reliance, and his gratitude. 

There was a difiiculty at this time about Prince 
Tiraour, the son of Shah Soojah, and Governor of Can- 
dahar. While Prince Sutler Jung had played fast and 
loose until he became an open and determined enemy,* 

* When the news of Shah Soojah’s murder reached Candaliar, Suffer 
Jung, as we have seen, vow'ed vengeance, and called upon the British to 
assist him, on the ground of his father’s death having been accelerated 
by His Majesty’s attachment to our cause. The following documents 
written within twenty-four hours of each other, show how ready he was 
to act with or against the Dooranccs. 

T-ranslatio%^ of a Letter alleged to have been addressed by His 'Royal 

Highness Sifter Jung, and the Candahar Dooranees, to their brethren at 

Caubul. 

This is to announce to you that w'c have sworn to God and by the 
Prophet, that we have determined to lay all other objects and considera¬ 
tions aside, and to aveuge the death of the King upon the accursed tribe 
of Mahomedzye, (Barukzye) or to slake the thirsty soil of Caubul with the 
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Prince Timour steadfastly adhered to the British cause. 
This, perhaps, arose more from the absence of energy 


blood of ourselves, and of tbe whole, of the Dooranec population of Canda- 
har. There ia no third course open to us. What sort of child’s play is this 
that you are writing about, that you intend to leave your blood enemies 
ia the town of Caubul, and with the King’s death unavenged; to go 
down to J ellallabad, and leave the family of the murdered King in the 
Bala Hissar P Sucli an arrangement must end in your ruin, and you 
will be di.slionoured for ever. The King’s blood remains as a load on 
your necks. If you can avenge it of yourselves, so much the better; 
if not, wait till we join you; but under any circumstances it must be 
avenged. It remains to be seen what will turn up in the interim. 

(True translation.) H. Hawlinson, 

Political Agent. 

Candahar, April 28,1842. 

Translation of a Note from Uis Royal Highness Prince Sifter Jung to 
Major Sawlinson. 

My Fmesd, 

I send these few lines to inform you that the Dooranee Chiefs, liear- 
ing that you had sent troops down the road towards Quettah, have 
come to me and said: “We understand you propose to make up your 
quarrel with tiie Englisli aud desert us. We cannot permit this. The 
English liave sent troops towards Quettah to bring up treasure. We 
shall march to attack the convoy, and you must accompany us.” I have 
no resource but to give in to the Clriefs, and I shall be obliged to 
accompany them on the march. If, however, you will only write and 
assure inf of your .support and assistance in avenging my father’s blood, 
I will no! remain with these Dooranees; I will openly declare on your 
side, and mix up my fate with your own. I have written further par¬ 
ticulars to Meer Abdool Hassau Khan, who will communicate the same 
to you. May your days be long and happy. 

(Truej translation.) H. Rawlinson, 

Political Agent. 

Candahar, April 29, 1842, {Abstract 
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and decision of character than from any particular 
attachment to the Christian invaders of Affghanis- 
tan. So weak was he, however, that he had entirely 
failed to form a party even in the city which he 
governed. When the retirement of the army via 
the Bolan Pass and Quettah was in question, the 
Prince Timour, conscious of his inability to main¬ 
tain his possession of the Atfghan crown, to which 
he had become entitled, as the heir to the throne, 
by Shah Soojah’s death, had solicited the Govern¬ 
ment to let him proceed to Loodianah, receiving 

Abstract qf a NoU from- His Royal Ilujhness Prince Sufter Juny to 
Meer Ahdool Hassan K/inn. 

Explain to tlio gontlcmen tliat I only desire to be perfectly 
assured of their sujiport and assistance, when I will throw aside 
reserve and openly espouse their cause. If they desire it I will fly 
from the Doorauoea and join their tr-oops at tho Kojuct, when the 
Afighans will hardly venture to fight against mo and molest .the 
brigade returning ■with the treasure ol Giindahar. The English, 
however, have throw n me into a dilemma by sending off troops on 
this duty before they have auswerod my application, or come to any 
arrangement with mi% for I shall now be obliged to accompany the 
Dooranees, and unless a remedy bo speedily applied, be again forced 
into collision with those whom I regard as friends. Pray make 
instant application to the “ Sahib,” and [send off intelligence of 
what they wish, and of what I am to do, for my fate hangs by 
a hair. 

(True abstract.) 

H. Eawlinson, 

Political Agent. 

Candahar, April 29lb, 1843. 
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the same allowance and occupying the same posi¬ 
tion as his father had clone. 

Here is the letter in which he prefers the request. 

My Loud, 

Tn accordance with the feelings of strong attachment 
which I have ever entertained towards tlie Britisli Govern¬ 
ment, I take tlie earliest o|jportunity that ofl’ers of presenting 
my congratulations to your Lordship on your assuming the 
functiona of Governor General of Hindoostan, and at the same 
time I solicit your Lordship’s condolence with me on the 
melancholy occurrence wluch has taken place In my family, 
and whicli has left mo no other source of comfort than tho 
mercy of a beneficent Providence, and the confidence I feel in 
the protection of your Government. 

My Lord, you will doubtless have been informed, from 
the reports of the many Britisii officers who have been associ¬ 
ated with me since the commencement of the Afghan 
campaign, that I have, under every circumstance, adhered 
unflinchingly to the interests of the British Government, and 
that I have exerted myself to the ulmost to forward the 
objects which the British Government lias had in view, of 
consolidating an independent monarchy in Afghanistan, and 
of cementing a close friendship between that monarchy and 
the (jovernment of British India. 

My Lord, 1 have been influenced to such conduct, as well 
by a grateful sense of the many benefits which my family has, 
for a long series of years, received from the British Govern¬ 
ment, as by a firm conviction that my personal interests would 
be best consulted, and tho prosperity of my country would bo 
alone secured, by the observance of lliat strict faith in our 
engagements, and the evidence of that sincere desire to culti¬ 
vate a friendly connexion, that should induce the British 
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Government to grant mj' family its sustained support against 
domestic faction, and to extend to the Afghans its sustained 
protection against foreign enemies. 

My Lord, I am still under the influence of the same 
feelings, and in the distressed situation in which I now find 
myself, I turn to your Lordship with eagerness, for your 
counsel and consolation. I cannot doubt but that from the 
demise of my father, Shah Shooja ool Moolk, the right of 
succession to the Dooranee throne devolves upon myself, his 
eldest and his noblest son, and I believe that if I succeeded in 
establishing my birthright, your Lordship would not refuse to 
recognize my claim. I am not insensible to the glory of 
wearing the Afghan crown. I am fully alive to the strong 
feeling of nature which calls upon me to avenge my father's 
blood; and I would unwillingly believe that, associated with 
British troops, my rank and character would not be without 
some value in assisting to vindicate the honour of the British 
arms at Cabool, and to punish the gross outrages which have 
been committed at that place, and which I have viewed with 
equal pain and indignation. But, my Lord, in the present 
excited state of feeling in Afghanistan, I do not and cannot 
flattermyself that my assumption of royalty, recognized, but 
not supported by the British Government, would lead to any 
results favourable to my personal views or in furtherance of 
your political interests. As the partisan of your Government 
1 should, under jnesent circumstances, encounter hostility in 
many quarters where it would not otherwise be offered, and 
your cordial support of my efforts to obtain the crown would, 
1 think, be indispensable to their success. 

Without, therefore, in any way cancelling my birthright, I 
have come to the conclusion that it would be useless, perhaps 
injurious, to a.ssert it, pending the result of a reference to 
yourself upon tlie subject. 

My claim will not suffer by remaining for a while dormant; 
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whereas its immediate assertion, under your auspices, but 
witliout your support, might induce tlic misguided Dooranees 
of this province, in the alarm which they at present feel from 
having been recently committed in hostility with you, to rally 
round some other pretender to the throne, and thus increase 
the troubles of my unhappy country. 

My Loi'd, should your Lordship desire to eatablisli me upon 
the throne of my ancestors, you may rciy upon my eager and 
cordial co-operation with yonr views, and my firm resolve to 
use every effort to gain and secure the affections of my 
subjects, while, at the same time, I pledge myself to the most 
rigid observance of such friendly engagements as your Lord¬ 
ship may propose, and to a most watchful care over the 
interests of your Government; but it would be unfair if I did 
not forewern your Lordship that, having gained the throne of 
Cabool by the power of your arms, I should still bo unable to 
maintain posscisslon of it without your efficient and continued 
support for a very considerable length of time. It would be 
my anxious and unceasing aim to soothe the irritation of the 
Afghans, and to lead them to a better appreciation of your 
disinterested views, and of the benefits which your friendship 
must entad on them; but after the recent atrocities which 
have been committed upon their part, and after the severities 
which it would be necessary to practise both in vindication of 
the honour of your arms, and in tho first establishment of ray 
authority, your Lordship must understand tliat the strong 
hand of power, held out to me by your Government for several 
years, would alone enable me to carry my views into effect, so 
as to yield a promise of eventual independence, and to 
render my alliance of any political advantage to British 
India. 

If, on the other hand, your Lordship should demur to this 
prospect of indefinite and unlimited support, and should 
propose to withdraw your troops from Afghanistan, either 
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■with or without punishing the outrages committed at Cabood 
1 look with conscience to the well-known generosity of the 
British Government, to sanction my retirement with the 
British army, and to grant me the same honourable asylum 
in India, and tlie same allowances becoming my situation, as 
were granted to my deceased father, Shah Shopja ool Moolk. 
It would be repugnant to my feelings to attempt to receive the 
throne of my ancestors in any other character than as an 
avowed friend of the British Government, and my judgment 
assures me that, in this character, without resources, and 
relying solely on my hereditary right, the effort would be 
unavailing. I beg, at the same time, to assure your Lordship 
of my anxiety to show my sense of the many benefits confer¬ 
red upon my family by the British Government by accom¬ 
panying any force that may advance on Cabool, for the 
purpose of avenging the outi’ages committed there upon tho 
British troops, during the winter j and I should be proud to 
exert any influenoe that I might possess as the heir of Shah 
Shooja ool Moolk and llie surviving head of the Suddozyo 
family, to aid in accomplishing the objects of the expedition; 
but if the British Government did not contemplate any 
permanency of occupation, I should trust that, after participa¬ 
ting in the exaction of retribution, and being thus irretrievably 
committed with the Afghans, your Lordship would not 
propose to leave me in possession of the throne on the with¬ 
drawal of the Hritish troops. Under such circumstances I 
should desire an asylum at Loodiana, and in that situation, 
after the Afghans had exhausted themselves by internal 
conflict, and had lenrnt the value of a consolidated monarchy, 
strengthened by the political support of British India, I 
should, as the heir to the Dooranee crown, and with the 
concurrence of the British Government, be available at any 
time to the national invitation; and, I should hope, summoned 
to the throne in such a manner, to be able to show my grati- 
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tude to the British Government by securing to it all those 
political advantages which it can desire from an alliance with 
the Afghans, 

I request (o he favoured with the communication of your 
Lordship’s views, as soon as you have decided on the points 
submitted in this letter. 

(True translation.) 

II. Rawlinsojt, 

Political Agent, 

To the Rigl\t Honounihle I.ord Ellonbotougli, 

Governor .Genordl of India. 

Rawlinson, in an able State paper reviewing the 
position of the Prince, gave it as his opinion, that 
unle,ss the Government meditated the occupation of 
Caubul for a permanency, Timour could not expect 
to hold the crown. “ I consider him,” wrote the 
astute political, “ from his natural indolence alto¬ 
gether unfitted to wield the Affghan sceptre without 
our strong and su.staioed assistance in the present 
extraordinary period of excitement.” 


Candahar, April 22nd, 1842. 

The, Government of Indui has made a formal exposition of 
its political views with regard to Afghanistan. It has been 
shown that the ground of protection to India, upon which the 
policy rested of the advance of our troops into Afghanistan, 
in 1838, h id ceased to exist. It has been shown that we are 
exonerated from all obligations to support His Majesty Shah 
Shuja-ool-Moolk, as well by his questionable conduct in 
connection with the recent revolution, as by his general un¬ 
popularity among his subjects. It has been shown that it is false 
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to suppose the military occupation of Affghanistan to control 
the Sikhs, the Beloochees, or the Scindians, and the Go¬ 
vernment have therefore come to the deliberate determination 
of withdrawing its troops from the country. A strong desire 
has been at the same time manifested to see the national 
honour vindicated previous to retirement, and it is hoped that 
the withdrawal may be coridnclcd in a dignified manner, 
which shall reflect no discredit on our arras. 

2. There is little reason to suppose that these views, delibe¬ 
rately adopted by the Government, will undergo any alteration 
from the recent murder of His Majesty Shah Shuja-ool-Moolk. 
The absence of any political or military advantage, arising 
from our continued occupation of Affghanistan, would appear 
to be unaffected by the event, and although the charge of 
questionable conduct, which was considered to have dissolved 
our objections to the father, cannot attach personally to the 
son, still the political forfeiture of the support incurred by the 
one, will descend with the crown to the other, even supposing, 
which is doubtful, that our original promise of assistance had 
been especially extended to His Majesty’s heirs and successors. 
Again, if the unpopularity of his late Maje.sty among his 
subjects, arising from his parsimony and haughtiness of 
demeanour, was considered a valid objection to our perilling 
our armies in bis support; surely the indolent, though amiable 
character of the heir apparent, manifestly unsuited to the 
present posture of afiairs, added to the concentrated hostility 
which he must expect to encounter at Cabool, as the 
avenger of his father’s blood, and as the partisan of the 
English, are not less weighty reasons for our declining to 
interfere permanently in his behalf. 

3. But if the ultimate views of Government thus promise 
to remain unaltered, how, in reference to this place, is the 
more immediate object of exacting retribution, and of avenging 
the honour of our arms, likely to be affected by the recent 
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tragedy at Cabool? The Dooranees of Candaliar will cer¬ 
tainly view with the deepest indignation the murder of 
Shah Shuja-ool-Moolk, and their feelings of hostility to us 
will necessarily be much softened, but it is still hardly to 
be expected that they will at once rally round the heir ap¬ 
parent, and cordially co-operatc with us in I’etrieving our 
military character at Cabool. They would probably, if His 
Royal Highnes.s were disconnected with us, support him against 
the Baruk'/yes, and indeed against any other member of the 
Suddozye family at jiresent available, l)nt their object in so 
doing would be merely to avenge their own quarrel, and 
incidental!}- alone could they benefit our cause. Our object 
is to strike a decisive blow against the Afi’ghans of Cabool, not 
to conciliate, or to lay plans for the recovery of a political 
influence in the country, and it appears to me, therefore, that 
beyond adopting measures for the gradual tranquillisation of 
this province, which may leave us at liberty to employ our 
military mtans, if necessary, in the direction of Cabool, the 
less we have to say to the Dooranees of Candaliar the better. 

I am thus doubtful if it would be desiruliic to encourage His 
Royal Highness in any immediate assertion of his rights. 
The effect of his proclamation iiere, under our auspices, and 
before any negotiations for an amnesty had been opened by 
the Dooranees, would be to alarm the Chiefs, and to induce 
them probably to flock to Cabool, in support of Pi'iuce Futteh 
Jung, or to declare at this jilaco in favour of Sufder Jung, the 
younger brother. 

Should the Doorance Chiefs press forward with their tenders 
of allegiauee to Prince Tiniour, and should they request 
Hi.s Royal Highness to grant tliein an amnesty for their 
past political oifences, I can see no evil in His Royal High¬ 
ness exercising the functions of royalty, and of our recognition 
of his right, pending instructions from Government; for such an 
arrangemeni;, without compromising the Government, would 
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at any rate tend to tranquillize the province, and to enable us 
to co-operate, if necessary, with General Pollock in his ad¬ 
vance on Cabool. If, on the other liand, the hostility of the 
Dooranees to us is found to outweigh their political animosity 
against the Barukzyes, and they stubbornly abstain from 
addressing the heir apparent in consequence of his well-known 
attachment to us, undoubtedly it would neither be for his 
interests nor our own to make an idle display at this time of 
asserting his hereditary rights. 

4. In the event of General Pollock being able to fulfil those 
conditions upon which his advance on Cabool is made to 
depend, he will probably expect assistance from this quarter, 
and it must then depend upon the development of public 
feeling which may liavc occurred in the interim, whether it 
will be desirable or not that Prince Tiniour should accompany 
the force, i am inclined to think that, whatever may be the 
ultimate views of Government regarding the Cabool crown, 
the presence of the heir apparent with our troops, will serve 
the temporary purpose of facilitating our exaction of retribu¬ 
tion, but I foresee that, if the advance on Cabool does not 
partake of the cliaractor of a popular movement in favour of 
the rightful claimant to the llooranee crown, it will be in vain 
to expect that Prince Timour can maintain his position subse¬ 
quent to the retirement of our troops, or that w’e can derive 
any political advantages from leaving him in possession of the 
throne. 1 consider Prince Timour to be warmly attached to 
us from feeling, from habit, and from principle; but I consider 
him, from his ntitural indolence, altogether unfitted to wield 
the Aftghan sceptre, without our strong and sustained assis¬ 
tance in the present extraordinary period of excitement. 


H. Rawlinson, 
Folitlcal Agent. 
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Before the fact of the murder of the Shah had 
reached India, rumours of the event had come under 
the notice of the Governor-General, and in antici¬ 
pation of being called upon to interfere in the 
succession, his Lordship caused his views to be 
communicated to his agent on the North-West 
frontier (Mr G. Clerk), in the following terms : 

“The reports of the death of Sliah Soojah are so long 
continued, and are upon the whole so consistent, that the 
Governor General cannot but attach great weight to them. 

“ The death of the Shah is certainly an event not hitherto 
conttTOphited, and wliich may tend to create new embarrass¬ 
ment in the settlement of the affairs of Affghanistan. 

“ That country appears to be so divided, that under present 
circumstances it would be obviously impossible for the British 
Governmimt to recognize any individual as the successor to 
the monarchy of Affghanistan. 

“ In all measures which may be hereafter adopted, for the 
settlemenT, of that country, the Governor-General is jnost 
desirous of carrying with the British Government the willing 
acquiescence of the Maharajah Shere Singh. 

“ At the present time, the only reply which can be prudently 
given to the application of any Chief aspiring to the crown 
for the recognition of the British Government, is that the 
British Government is sincerely desirous of seeing Affghan¬ 
istan permanently settled under a national Government 
approved by the people. That such has always been its desire, 
however interested persons may have misrepresented, or others 
may have misunderstood our views. That we are anxious to 
be enabled to establish relations of friendly intercourse with 
any such government, which may seem capable of maintaining 
them.” 
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In answer to this, the Governor-General assented 
to PrinceTimour’s accompanying the army to India, 
if General Nott thought proper;* but when Lord 
Ellenborough had left it discretionary with Nott to 
go on to Caubul, he apprehended that Prince Timour 
might wish to accompany him to that capital, 
and he therefore wrote the following letter to the 
General:— 

(Secret and Confidenliul.) Allalmbad, July 6, 1842. 

Genekal, 

In the event of your deciding upon retiring by Gliuzni and 
Caubul, Prince Timour will jn-obably prefer accompanying 
your army to retiring with the force you may send to Scinde; 
but I do nor, on consideration, think it advisable that liis 
Highness should proceed witli you to Caubul. His doing so 
would induce parties there to imagine tliat the British Govern¬ 
ment adopted him as the successor of the late Shah Soojah, 
and Prince Futteh Jung might under such circumstances make 
larger advances of money than he would otherwise he induced 
to do, to Mahomed Ackhar, and place whatever few troops 
he might have entirely at that person’s disposal. 

Certainly to the British Government the most convenient 
arrangement, that which would most further oiir future views, 
would be the establishment of Prince Timour in independent 
sovereignty, without any aid from us, at Caiulahar; but your 

* In the event of Prince Timour desiring to aecompany your 
army to tlio Indus, you will permit His Highness to do so, treating 
him always with the respect due to his misfortunes and his fidelity; 
and you will assure him that he will be received in the British 
dominions with distinguished consideration, and the hospitality 
which the British Government extends to the unfortunate .—Lord 
Ellenhorough to Oenered Nott, June 10, 1812. 
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report of his want of influence there forbids the entertaining 
of any liope that this can be effected. 

Prince Tiinour will, therefore, retire to Quettah and Sukkur, 
under the safeguard of wliatever force you may send back to 
Scinde, in the event of your proceeding yourself with the 
elite of )OUr army to Ghuzni and Caubul. 

I have the honour to remain, 

General, 

Your very faithful friend and servant, 

ELLENnOHOUQH, 

As Major Rawlinson has been so much with Prince Timour, 
you may, perhaps, think it convenient to detach him with the 
Prince to Quettah, and this you are at liberty to do. 

Nott decided to send the Prince to India. 

Lord Ellenborough, although he had stripped the 
Political Agents of power, nevertheless admitted 
the usefulness of their knowledge of the country in 
which they had licen serving. He accordingly 
directed that Major Leech should accompany Nott 
to Caubul, if the General desired his presence. 
His Lordship likewise kept Nott informed of the 
arrangements made for increasing the amount of 
supplies and carriage for General Pollock’s army, 
and these arrangements were in every way worthy 
of the Government and the object contemplated. 
Well might Lord Ellenborough have said, as he did 
say: “ I feci satisfied that every exertion will be 
made, and that if that army (Pollock’s) be not on 
the 21st of September so equipped as to be enabled 
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to move in any direction, it will be the result of cir¬ 
cumstances beyond humanpotver to control,"* 

Relying much on General Nott’s own good sense 
and information, Lord Ellenborough did not op¬ 
press him with voluminous instructions; but there 
was one letter of the 6th of July, written two days 
after the memorable letter, conveying the option to 
advance or retire, that is worthy of selection from 
the heap of communications, generally brief and 
confidential, because it not merely in itself charac¬ 
terised the anxiety of Lord Ellenborough that 
nothing should be omitted that could aid the Gene¬ 
ral, and secure the safety of the army, but it elicited 
from General Nott another of those letters which 
every Company’s officer should treasure for the 
good example it sets of reliance on the Native 
soldiery. 

From his F.xcellmaj Lord Ellmhorourjh, Qovernor-Getierai of 
Indin, to Major-Geni'ralNuii, Alluhahad, Glhof Jnly,lSA'2. 

General, 

Although I consider that in point of fact if you move to¬ 
wards Ghuzni and Caubul, with the intention of forming a 
junction with Major-General Pollock, and retiring with him 
through the Khyher Pass, your only practicable line of retire¬ 
ment will be that which you must open for yourself, through 
the enemy’s ranks; nevertheless, as it may be possible that on 
your arrival at Ghuzni you may see reasons for endeavouring 
to return to India by a new route untried by our armies, but 
the accustomed route of armies invading India in distant 

* Letter to Nott, July 16,1842. 
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times, and still reported to be practicable, I send you enclosed 
a copy of Lieutenant Broadfoot’s report on the Gomul Pass, 
leading from Glmzni to Dera Ismael Khan. You ought to 
have this report with you, but I think it right to provide 
against the possibility of your not having it. 

1 venture to suggest that us soon as you shall have decided, 
if you should so decide, upon moving on Ghuzni, you should 
instruct Major Outrain to lake measures for placing an officer 
at Dera Ismael Khan, and it may be expedient to have one 
too at Dera Ghaezee Kliau, for the transmission of despatches 
which may be sent by those routes, from t!ie line of your march 
to the Indus, and for the purpose of e.xecuting any orders you 
may deem it necessary to issue. 

Ihese officers must be placed at those points in communi¬ 
cation w ill the Sikh Government. 

It isnhsolutely necessary, in the event of your moving upon 
Ghuzni, that you should make previous arrangements of the 
most certain and secure nature for the withdrawal below the 
Kojuck ]^a.S8 of the troops you may not take with you. It is 
impossible for me to sanction the leaving of any force at Can- 
dahar, in a position in which it might bo surrounded, and 
require rt lief by an army from below the passes. 

I cannot run the risk of a calamity like that which befell 
the garritoii of Ghuzni; but at the same time it may not be 
necessary that the troops you may leave behind you should 
have passed the Kojuck, or should even have quitted Candahar 
before your movement may be commenced. Your decision 
upon this point must rest upon circumstances at the time; and 
1 can only caution you, while you take into consideration the 
advantage which the holding of Candahar for some time after 
your movement may be commenced, may give to the force 
under your immediate command, you must likewise consider 
that no risk whatever must be incurred as regards the secure 
retirement of the troops to be left behind you; and your orders 
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as to the movement of those troops should, I feel, be peremp¬ 
tory, and not liable to be acted upon hesitatingly and reluc¬ 
tantly by any officer under the influence of political gentlemen. 
You must make yourself obej'ed as strictly as you have 
obeyed. 

I have the honour to be. 

General, 

Your most faithful servant, 

Ellenborough. 


Candnhar, July 31, 184*2. 

Mv Lord, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lord- 
ship’s despatch under date the 4th instant, forwarding to me 
Lieutenant Broadfoot’s report and map on the Gomul Pass, 
leading from Ghuzni to Dera Ismael Khan. 

Major Outrani, Political Agent in Scinde, will be requested 
to place an officer at Dera Isniael Khan, and at Dera Ghaezee 
Khan for the performance of tlie duties noted in your Lord¬ 
ship’s letter. 

I am well aware of the advantages which would attend a 
portion of my force holding Cundahar for fifteen or twenty 
days after the movement of the troops towards Ghuzni, and I 
had accordingly arranged to leave her Majesty’s 41st Foot, 
five regiments N.I., twelve guns, cavalry, &c., for that pur¬ 
pose ; but for reasons which it is not necessary to trouble your 
Lordship with, I soon found that I could not do so without 
considerable risk*, in the event of ever so small a body of the 
enemy assembling to impede the march of the Quettah column 
from Candahar. I will venture to make one remark to your 
Lordship:—unless the commander places full confidence in 
the troops under his command, no good result can be ex- 
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pected—this applies to all troops, but in particular to our native 
soldiers. 

I have now determined on seeing the Quettah column in 
march before I quit the vicinity of Candahar; and as I have 
thus gi\'en up the idea of holding tlio city, I shall take her 
Majesty's 4Jgt Regiment with the (Ihuzni column. 

At present the districts round Candahar are perfectly tran- 
quil, and I really believe that a very large majority of the 
people deeply regret our departure; yet I think that the 
moment we march, a scene of the greatest anareliy and cruelty 
■will take place. 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s obedient servant, 

W, Nott. 

Tlu! Right Hon. LorJ Rllenboiough, 

Coveinor-Cienerol of Indiu. IIeitd<quartcts. 


In the letter of the 4th of July, Lord Ellen- 
borough directs General Nott to bring away from 
Ghuzni the club and mace of Mahniood of Ghuzni, 
and the gates of the Temple of Somnath, The 
importance which Lord Ellenborough attached to 
them may be judged of by the subjoined letter, 
written two months later, when they were sup¬ 
posed to be in the General's possession. We go 
a little out of the chronological order of occur¬ 
rences in order to dispose at once of a subject 
which at the period became the subject of much 
discussion, and not a little ridicule in India and in 
England. 
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General, 


Simlali, Sept. 24, 1842. 


If the sandal-wood gates of the Temple of Somnath 
should bo, as I trust they are, in your possession, I request 
you will place them under the guard of one of the most 
distinguished regiments, employed in their capture, making 
any arrangements you may find possible, and deem expedient 
for committing them to the more immediate guardianship 
of Hindoos. 

It is my intention to have them conveyed in triumph 
from Ferozeporo to Somnath, where the ancient temple, 
which was destroyed by Mahraood of Ghuzni, more than 
eight hundred years ago, was recently rc-built on the original 
foundation, by a lady of the family of Ilolkar. 

At the frontier of each State the gates will be committed 
to the peculiar charge of the Chief; but I think it would 
bo desirable that the same troops should be tbo escort tbc 
whole way, and jn'obably the Bombay Cavalry now with yotir 
army, and the two guns of the Bombay Artillery, will bo 
selected for the ])urpoHe, w'itb some Infantry. 

I fear you may not have succeeded in obtaining the mace 
of Mahmood, as 1 hear it was taken away before our troops 
first reached Ghuzni. It may possibly have been taken 
back since the re-capture of the place by Shum Soodeen 
Khan, and now forgotten in Ibe confusion. I attach much 
importance to the possession of this trophy of war, which I 
could dispose oi' in a maimer most gratifying to your troops, 
and most useful in its permanent effect, in the minds of 
every native Chief who may hereafter attend the Governor- 
General’s durbar. 

If you should have been fortunate enough to have re¬ 
ceived it, let it be placed under the guard of a regiment, 
and let it be received with the same honours as the regi¬ 
mental colours. 
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I shall receive, I hope, both trophios from your own hands 
at the foot of the Bridge of the Sutlej. 

I have the honour to remain, 

General, 

Your very faithful friend and servant, 
(Signed) Ellisn borough. 

To Major-Oenaial Nott. 


It was natural that Lord Ellcnborough should 
believe in the value of the trophies. He had not 
been long enough in India to be aware of the great 
ignorance of the Mahomedans and Hindoos of the 
history of their own country. lie calculated upon 
working an influence upon their religious antipa¬ 
thies, and he had likewise reason to believe that 
there was a prophecy chronicled by the Sikhs that 
they would one day become possessors of the gates. 
“ In any fut ure treaty with the ruler of the Pun- 
jaub, these gates might be of the greatest use to 
Govcrnnieut. Tliey might be induced to make very 
important concessions on receiving what to us 
would be almost valueless; but what in their eyes 
would be invaluable.”* Insufficient allowance ap¬ 
pears to have been made by Lord Eilenborough’s 
critics for the feelings and impressions under which 
he acted. He has been charged with a desire to 


* I llnd a memorandum to this effect among General Nott’s papers. 
It is ill Major Leech’s handwriting. I have not seen it elsewhere.— 
’Editor. 
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give a theatrical and factitious importance to the 
triumphs achieved under his Government. Some¬ 
thing must be allowed to even the wisest of men 
for acts committed under the influence of exulta¬ 
tion ; and it is certain tliat Lord Ellenborough, 
generally a cool and clear-headed statesman, was, 
between the date of the resolution to vindicate 
British honour in Affghanistan and the return of 
the troops across the Sutlej, strongly moved by 
feelings of hope, joy, and gratitude. Anything 
would have been forgiven in a Governor-General 
who had long been known to the community of 
British India, but it was the misfortune of Lord 
Ellenborough that he was personally a stranger 
to the services—who after all are the public of 
India—and he had begun his career by disappoint¬ 
ing expectations, which were not realised till a later 
period, when people had become wedded to their 
prejudices. 
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CHAPTEK IV. 

OENEBAL NOTr DIVIDES lIlS FORCE— HKSIQNS THE CONDUCT OP 
AFl’AIRS IN UPPEB SCINDE, AND SENDS GENERAi:, ENSDAND 
THITHEK—DKPABTDfiE OP NOTT PEOSr CANDAHAll— THE MAHCH 
TO OHCIINI—NOTT DEFEATS SUPMSOODEEN KHAN AT GOINE— 
CATTUEF OF OHUZNI—THE OATES OF SOMNATII—TRIBUTES OP 
APFBOBATION—DISPERSION OF THE AKOHANS AT BANEE BADOM 
AND MVDON— OENKBAI, POLLOCK ADVANCES ON CAUBPL—THE 
PBISONEJiS— NOTT REACHES CAUBUL—REFUSES TO SEPARATE HIS 
FORCE ON AN EXPEDITION TO BAMEEAN—COMMENTS REFUTED — 
HAl.T AI CAIDUL—CHARGES OX' PLUNDER DENIED—DEPARTURE 
FHOAI CAUBUL—HONOURS AND HKIVARDS—NOTT APPOINTED RESI¬ 
DENT AT LUCKNOW. .* 

By the end of July, 1842, Major-General Nott 
had effected all his arrangements for leaving Cau- 
dahar. To Major Outram, therefore, he communi¬ 
cated a wish that no more details relative to the 
affairs of Scinde .should be sent him; he had 
transferred the command of that district to Major- 
General England. He made two or three field 
appointments which were absolutely necessary 
VOL. II. 


1 
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with ‘ 'such a column and on a service of so much 
consequence,” and it seems unaccountable that 
with so heavy a churg-e as had long previously de¬ 
volved upon him, the Government should not have 
volunteered the sanction of as extensive a staff as 
the General iniglit have considered essential. To 
Major-General lingiand, iNTott consigned a troop of 
Horse Artillery, a bullock b.ittcry (G guns), a de¬ 
tachment of Poonah IIor.se, two llissalahs of Irre¬ 
gular Cavalry, the 2oth Regiment of Bombay 
Native Infantry, .several companies of a Light 
Battalion, and three regiments of Bengal Irregular 
Infantry. His own division coivsisted of— 

Lieutenant Leslie’s troop of Bombay European 
Horse Artillery. 

Captain Andenson’s troop of Artillery (late the 
Shah’s). 

Captain Blood’s 9'pounder Battery. 

Detacliment of Sappers (Bombay and Madras). 

A company of Bengal Foot Artillery, with four 
IS-pouiiders. 

The 3d Regiment of Bombay Light Cavalry. 

Haldane’s and Christie's Horse. 

Her Majesty’s 4:0th and 41st Regiments. 

The 2nd, Kith, 3Sth, 42nd, and 43rd Regiments 
of Bengal Native Infantry. 

The 3rd or Captain Craigie’s Regiment of Irre¬ 
gular Infantry. 



OF SIK WILLIAM NOTT. 


116 


Sending Lieutenant Jackson on with Prince 
Timour. the General appointed Major Eawlinson 
to accompany his own field force. 

In his instructions to Major-General England, 
directing the withdrawal of all the troops at 
Quetta and Killa Abdoollah, and the removal of all 
guns and stores, Nott expressed his hope that any 
means w'ould be taken to prevent tlie soldiers and 
camp-followers from plundering the villages. “ In¬ 
deed,” says he, “ as you carry your supplies, no 
soldier or camp-follower ought to be allowed to 
enter any village. It is desirable in every point of 
view that an army should, leave a deep impression 
on the minds of the people of this country of our 
high character for forbearance and humanity.” 

Previous to Nott’s departure from Candahar, 
which he delayed until he could see General Eng¬ 
land’s column fairly on the move, he wrote to his 
family on the 5th of August. 

At last tiiey liavc antied niy hands, and mark mo, the grass 
shall not grow under my feet. J wish they had done so two 
months ago. I have 10,000 things I should like to say, but 
I cannot. I have a march before me truly, but never mind. 
Whatever may happen, however, I sliall still be with my little 
army. They shall be victorious wherever they go, or I will 
perish. If I can, 1 will send you a lino during ray adven¬ 
turous march. If you do not get a letter, don’t wonder, and 
don’t be alarmed. Well, I have just been nearly sent out 
of the world. Some damaged powder, ammunition, &c., 
which we intended to destroy, had been placed in what we 

I 2 
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colled the Shah’s Magazine, where there was much warlike 
staff belonging to the late King, also many shells. A fellow 
must needs take his stinking cigar into the place (I suppose 
lie was drunk), and so set fire to the wliole, and a very decent 
explosion took place. Two doors in my house were knocked 
to pieces. A shower of shot came rattling against my house, 
and from fifteen to twenty musket-balls were found in my 
room. 1 was involved in smoke and dust, and my escape was 
most providential. I do not go out until lo-mnrow evening, 
and hope to march on the 7th instant. 

Yours ever, 

W. No'it, 

To the Gov'ernor-General his letter was full and 
gratifying. Though successes in the field and 
great honours and rewards awaited him, it may be 
doubted if at any time in the course of his career, 
Nott experienced more pleasurable feelings than 
now reigned in his bosom. He was turning his back 
upon a city and a province Avhere he had caused 
his own and the British name to be respected and 
feared. lie had converted a lawless and a discon¬ 
tented people into good citizens and respectful 
friends. None of the wrongs which had been 
inflicted on the people of Caubul, exciting them to 
hatred and vengeance, were visited on the people of 
Candahar ; on the contrary, sure and condign 
punishment fell upon any one eating the British salt 
who injured an Affghan. Strict justice, firmness, 
and humanity had been the leading principles of 
the good General, and his presence had come to be 
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regarded as the guarantee of tranquillity and order. 
We can imagine the honest self-gratulation under 
which the following letter to Lord Ellenborough 
was penned :— 

Camp, near Cutiilaliar, 7tli August, 1842, 

Mvr Lobd, 

I have been honoured witli your Ijordship’s letter, of the 
16tli of July, 1842. It is not necessary for me to trouble your 
Lordship with a detail of the difficulties I have encountered 
during the last ten days in arranging for the march of my 
own and General England’s columns. All is now prepared, 
and I would march to-morrow morning if I were not most 
anxious to see the Quetta troops in motion before I tnove, 
I am not aware that tliey will meet will) anything to impede 
their j)rogress. Tliero may i)e a few marauders ready to carry 
off any stragglers, but nothing more. 

1 have come to a determination to take the four 18.pounders 
now at Caridaliar with me. I liave no mortars, which I regret. 

I dare say 1 shall meet with difficulties, but our march 
through the centre of Affghanistan, via Ghuznee, and Cabool, 
■will have a great moral influence throughout Asia even if I 
should not have an opportunity of striking a blow for the 
reputation of our arms, and I think I shall accomplish it to 
your Lordship’s satisfaction. The only fear I have is the want 
of forage in the valley of Cabool, and thence to Jellallabad, 
in the event of General Piillock’s army advancing to the 
former city. I can only say that I deem my little army fully 
able to carry into effect your Lordship’s views, and I think 
a larger force would be inconvenient for the reasons I have 
mentioned, and would perhaps cause the loss of so many 
animals as to render our retirement difiicult. I think if 
General Pollock were merely to make a show of moving on 
the city on my approaching its vicinity it would be sufficient, 
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I could then form his rear guard. However, I am no judge, 
and shall act according to the state of things at the time. 

When General England marched his column from Quetta 
to Candahar, he brought me only ten of the twenty lacs of 
rupees I expected, which was not sufficient to pay the long 
arrears then due to the troops, and, although I have procured 
some cash from merchants and others, I fear I shall be in 
want of money, but I must endeavour to manage with the 
small sum I have. 

The surrounding country is apparently in a tranquil state, 
and, with the exception of the turbulent Chiefs, I really 
believe the people deeply regret our departure. They were in 
alarm a few days hack under an impression that our army 
would plunder and destroy tlic city, but I succeeded in 
assuring them tliat no man should be molested or a particle of 
property touched, and on the troops quitting the city I knew 
not which most to admire, the fine discipline and forbearance 
of our troops, or the quiet and respectful behaviour of the 
inhabitants. I fear that after my next march, different Chiefs 
will contend for the city, Siifter Jnng is now in possession— 
and as he is a confident and bold young man, I think it 
probable that be will succeed in securing to himself the 
government of these provinces. 

I shall move forward on the 9th, but it will he a short 
march, as 1 must see General England’s column clear off. 

I and my beautiful troops are in high spirits. 

1 am, my Lord, 

Your LordsJiip’s obedient servant, 

W. Nott, Major-General, 
Commanding field force. 

The Right tionoiirahic Lord Ellcnboroiigh, 

Governor-General of India, 

Head Quarters. 
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Major-General Nott quitted Candahar, which he 
had held in his “iron grasp” for three years, qn the 
8th of August, but he moved away very slowly, and 
by short marches, as he was desirous of giving 
General England a fair start. Two days after the 
departure of the hitter, a communication appears to 
have reached Nott regarding Captain Pontardcnt, of 
the Bombay Artillery, wlio was in political employ 
in Scindo. We have no means of knowing what 
was said by Captain Pontardcnt to excite the Gene¬ 
ral’s ire, but it may be concluded that he had raised 
some question in respect to the possibility of Eng¬ 
land’s getting safely to Quetta. This is to be 
inferred, from the tone of Nott’s rebuke, conveyed 
in the subjoined letter to General England. 

August lOtli, IBiJ, 

Mv DEAB General, 

I was last evoniii;,^ fuvoureil with your note, enclosing a 
letter from Major Oiitrain, and one from Captain Pontardent, 
of the Artillery. At present I will only say that I deeply regret 
that llritisli officers should so far forget tliemselves as to 
express such unsoldier-like sentiments. Had I not made over 
my charge of Scindc, I would iinincdiatcly have removed 
Captain Pontardcnt from his situatiou, and have leported him 
to Govermnent- 


You have five llegiincnls and a half, twelve guns, and some 
Cavalry; there is not a man in arms hetiveen tliis and Quetta^ 
marauders willof course appear in liopesof cutting olFstragglers. 

Allowing for a moment that a body of villagers will as¬ 
semble, I am quite sure they could make no impression on 
your force, and you would give a good account of them. You 
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are better acquainted with the Bombay troops than I am, and 
I am quite sure that yon have only to place confidence in the 
three irregular Regiments (late Shah’s), and they, or even one 
of them, w’ill beat anything that can he opposed to them; they 
have been severely tried during the last four years, and they 
have never failed. I can only assure you that I would to- 
monow march to Quetta, at the head of a single Company. 
I did so when the couniry was in a disturbed state. With 
regard to Europeans, I can only say that I would just as soon 
go into action with Sepoys. 

I last evening returned Major Outram’s and Captain Pontar* 
dent’-s letters, because I considered them private, or I would 
have taken copies and have sent them to Government. 

Yours very truly, 

(Signed) W. Nott. 

You are at liberty to make known tliese sentiments to the 
officers in question. 

(Signed) W, Nott. 

Major-General England readied Quetta on the 
26'tli of August, with very few casualities. He had 
taken the precaution to seize the heights as he ad¬ 
vanced, thus frustrating any attempt on the part of 
the enemy to capture the baggage, or interrupt the 
passage of the troops over the Kojuck mountains. 

Let us follow Major-General Nott in his more 
adventurous march ; on the 19th of August he 
writes to the Governor-General. 


As yet wc liave not met with any difficulties, and in conse¬ 
quence of the proclamation which I sent forward before I left 
Candahar, and subsequently assuring the population of pro- 
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lection, and of payment for every article and supplies brought 
in, the people have remained in their villages, and freely send 
supplies into our camp. I have prohibited our troops entering 
any town or village, and Idtherto there has not been a case of 
violence or plunder. I therefore hope and expect that I shall 
find ev( ry village between this and Ghuznee occupied, and 
ready to provide us with whatever we may require. I have 
full thirty-five days’ supply in my camp, and I hope to get a 
little grain for filling my empty bags at each place I come to, 
provided I can keep my men under the present state of strict 
discipline, which I hope to do. 

I wrote to Major-General Pollock, (I.B., on the 10th 
inst.ant, and again yesterday, giving him a memorandum of 
the force under iny command, and stating the daily consump¬ 
tion of my detachment. I have I'ceeived a letter from him, 
under date the 17tli of July, expressing a wish to know on 
what day T could reach Cahnol, but as that must depend on 
many circumstances, I cannot yet name any particular day. 
I will endeavour to keep him acquainted with the progress 
I make. 

I continue to receive various reports on the state of affairs 
at GhuziieG and Cahool, but none that I can rely on, or that 
would warrant my troubling your Lordship with. I liave sent 
a man or two into the former city, and expect them back in 
my camp in a day or two. 

My troops are in liigh spirits, and I have every confidence 
in them. 


The road continued smooth until the 28th of 
August, when the enemy appearing on the General’s 
rear, he detached Captain Christie with a party of 
horse to drive them otf, and the service was per- 
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formed with the accustomed gallantry of the third 
Bombay Light Cavalry and the Irregulars. 

On the 30th of August, as Nott approached 
Ghuznee, Shumsoodeen, the Atfghan Governor, 
brought nearly the whole of his army, 12,000 
strong, into the vicinity of the General’s camp. 

About three p.m,, writes Nott to the Secretary to 
Government, from Camp Goine, 

I moved out with one half of my force; the enemy advanced 
in the most bold and gallant manner, each division cheering 
as they came into position; their left being upon a hill of some 
elevation, their cantro and right along a low ridge, until their 
flank rested on a fort filled with men. They opened a fire of 
small arm.s, supported by two six-pounder horse Artillery 
guns, which were admirably served; our columns advanced 
upon the diftcrent points with groat regularity and steadiness, 
and after a short and spirited contest, completely defeated the 
enemy, capturing their guns, tents, ammunition, &c. &c., and 
dispersing them in every direction; one hour more daylight 
would have enabled me to destroy the whole of their infantry. 
Shumsbudeen fled in the direction of Ghuznee, accompanied 
by about thirty horsemen. I enclose a list of killed and 
wounded, on the 28th and 30th instant, also a return of 
ordnance, ammunition, &c. &c., taken from the enemy. 

The behaviour of the troops, both European and Native, 
was such as I anticipated, and afforded me complete satis¬ 
faction. 

I beg leave to bring to the favourable notice of the Rigid 
Honourable the Governor General of India, the undermen¬ 
tioned ofiicers, many of them have served under my command 
for the last three years, and have been conspicuous for their 
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zeal and gallantry in the various affairs -which have occurred 
■with the enemy during that period, and especially in the 
action of the 12th of January last, and have invariably 
upheld the reputation of our arms, and the lionour of our 
country. 

The oificers referred to -were Colonel Wymer 
(actinjf as Brigadier) ; Colonel Me Laren, 16th Ben¬ 
gal Native Infantry; Major Hibbard, 40th Foot; 
Captain Burney, 38th Native Infantry ; Captains 
Christie and Haldane of the Irregular Cavalry; 
Major Sotlicby and Captain Blood of tlie Artillery; 
Major Sanders of the Bengal Engineers; Lieutenants 
North and Stoddart of the Bombay Engineers, and 
Majors Leech and Rawlinson. Nott also praised Cap¬ 
tains Polvvhele, Watcrfield, and Lieutenant Tytler, 
all of the staff; and expressed his admiration of the 
dashing and gallant conduct, rapid movement, and 
correct practice of Captain Anderson’s troop of Horse 
Artillery, and that officer and Lieutenant Turner, he 
brought to the particular notice of the Government, 
in having on many occasions rendered him essen¬ 
tial service. In tlie same dispatch, the General 
asked for some mark of the favour of Government, by 
brevet or otherwise, in behalf of Capt. J. H. Scott, 
of the 38th, the Brigade Major of Brigadier Wymer, 
an officer of great merit, who had been -with General 
Nott in four actions. At a later period, the General 
rectified an omission of which he had been unin¬ 
tentionally guilty, in excluding the name of Captain 
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Ripley, late Fort Adjutant of Candahar, “a very 
zealous officer,” from whose public services Nott 
had frequently derived benefit. In the battle of the 
30th of August, Ripley (now a Major) attended 
the General in the field, and received his thanks for 
his conduct. Two officers of the Bombay Cavalry 
were killed, and four were wounded in the battle. 

On the news of the engagement reaching Simla, 
Lord Ellenborough seized the occasion for lauding 
the admirable conduct of the army of Candahar. 

“ Formed as the troops under Major-General 
Nott have mostly been, by four years of constant 
service, and habituated as they have been to victory 
under their able commander, the Governor-General 
had anticipated their success against any force 
which could be brought against them. It is to the 
Governor-General a subject of sincere satisfaction 
that the events of the campaign should have opened 
a more e-xtensive field for that brave army, on 
which it may make manifest to the world the high 
qualities he has long known it to possess.” 

A week after the affair at Goine, General Nott’s 
force was before Ghuznee. He had expected a 
vigorous opposition, and laid his plans accordingly. 
Every man in his camp burned for the opportunity 
of inflicting chastisement on the brutal captors of 
Colonel Palmer’s unfortunate detachment. But the 
craven hearts of the Ghuznees failed them at the 
critical moment. The battle of the 30th of August 
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opened their eyes to the power of a well-organised 
force in the hands of such men as Nott, Wymer, 
and McLaren. They fled from Ghuzni before the 
guns had opened on them. Here is Nott’s dispatch. 


Sir, 


Gluiziiec, Stii September, 184-. 


My dispatch of the 31st ullitiio will have informed you of 
luy having defeated the Affghan army, commanded by Shurn- 
sliudcen. 

On the morning of the 5th instant, 1 moved on to Ghuznee, 
I found the city full of men, and a range of mountains 
running north-east of the fortress, covered by heavy bodies of 
Cavalry and Infantry ; the garden and ravines near the town 
were also occupied. The enemy had received a considerable 
reinforcement from Cabool, under Sultan Jan. I directed 
Major Sanders, of the Bengal Engineers, to reconnoitre the 
worhs under escort of tlic 16th Regiment Bengal Native 
Infantry, and a party of irregular Cavalry ; this brought on 
some smart skirmishing, in which our Sepoys behaved 
to admiration. Cai)tuiu White, of Her Majesty’s 40th 
Regiment, commanding the light companies of the array, 
was pushed forward, accompanied by Anderson’s troop of 
Horse Artillery, to support the reconnoitring party, and I at 
once determined on carrying the enemy’s mountain positions 
before encamping my force. The troops ascended the heights 
in gallant style, driving the enemy before them until every 
point was gained. 

The village of Bullool is situated about 600 yards from the 
Walls of Ghuznee upon the spur of the mountain to the north¬ 
east, and observing it to be a desirable spot for preparing a 
heavy battery, to be placed 300 paces in advance, I ordered it 



126 


THE LIFE 


to bo oceapied by two Regiments of Infantry and eomc light 
guns, and retired tiie columns into Camp. 

The Engineer Officers, Sappers and Miners, and Infantry 
working parties, were employed under the direction of 
Major Sanders, during the night of the 5th, in erecting a 
battery for four IS-pounders. These guns were moved from 
Camp before daylight on the morning of the (ith, hut before 
they had reached tlio position assigned tliom it was ascertained 
that the enemy had evacuated (he fortress. 

I directed the City of Glniziiee, witli its Citadel and the 
•whole of its works, to be destroyed. I forward the 
Engineer’s report. 

In these operations our loss has been much less than might 
have been expected from the numbers and position of the 
enemy, and the fact of the troops having been necessitated to 
move under range of the gnus of the fortress. I enclose a 
list of killed and wounded. 

To T. Herbert Esq., 

Secretary to the Government of Iiitlia, 

Camp before Ghurnce, Otii Sept. 184'2. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to report, for the information of Major- 
General Nott, Commanding the Divi.sion, that in obedience 
to his instructions, I carried the Bulool Heights yesterday 
morning with the troops he did me the honour to place under 
my charge, dispersing the enemy in all directions. 

I disposed of the troops as advantageously as the nature of 
the ground permitted, with orders to shelter themselves in the 
best manner they could from the heavy fire of Artillery from 
the fortress, and retained possession of the heights till I re¬ 
ceived the Major-General’s final instructions, when I left the 
16th and 42nd Regiments, and two Horse Artillery guns in 
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posilioi), and returned to camp vvitli the remainder of the 
force. 

I was mucli pleased with the steadiness and gallantry of tlio 
troo[is engaged, and feel that my best thanks are duo to the 
different (Commanding Officers of Regiments for the aid and 
support they afforded me—viz.. Major Hibbsrt, Commanding 
her Majesty’s 40th llegimont. Major Clarkson, Commanding 
42nd Regiment Bengal N. I., Captains Burney, Enins, and 
Craigio, (. oiumanding 38th, Idth, and did Irregular Infantry. 

To Captain Scott, JMajor of Brigaile, my thanks arc, as 
usmd, due, for tlic very zealous and active manner in which ho 
performed the difi'erGnt duties intrusted to him, and which 
have before been broiiglitto tlio (ieneral's notice. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

G. P. WYMEn, Brigadier, 
CommandiDg 1st Brigadu, 
To Captain I’olwliclc, Assistant.Adjutant Genera), 

Camp Ghuzneo. 

Camp Ilozeh, near Gliuznec, 0th Sept. 1842, 
MEMOIIANDDM, 

On tlio morning of the /ith September, 1842, General Nott 
moved his i;am]i to take up a position before Ghuzneo. An 
advanC'-'d party was ordered to protect a reconnaissance of the 
works undertaken by the engineer department. On the ap¬ 
proach of tins party to the hills north of the city, it was opposed 
in force, but was immediately supported by the General, and 
thus reinforced, cleared the hills of the enemy, and took pos¬ 
session of the -village of Bullal, williin 400 yards of the city. 

The General immediately ordered this Important point, with 
the heights near the village, to be maintained, and they were 
occupied by two Regiments of Native Infantry and two 
9-poundor guns. 
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While these operations were going on, the Camp was cstab'' 
lished at Rozeh, two miles and a half from the city. The 
guards required for the protection and general duties of^ the 
Camp absorbed so many men, that but few were available for 
the duties of a siege. The General, therefore, determined not 
to invest the place in form, and directed the engineer to con¬ 
centrate the resources at Ills dispo.sal in one spot, where pro¬ 
tection might be most conveniently afforded to the siege 
operations. 

With advertence to these instructions the engineer proposed 
to establish a battery on the edge of the hill north of the town, 
in advance of the village of Butlai, and distant about 350 yards 
from the nearest point of the walls, h’rom this battery, it was 
expected that the four 18-pounder gnns would lay open the 
thin flank wall connecting the citadel on the west with the 
town wall in a few hours. The defences of the citadel could 
be swept from the same point by tlie liglit Artillery, and the 
lines of loop-holed wall which would bear on tlie advance of 
the storming-party, were all viewed in enfilade from the site 
selected for tlie battery. The advance of the party to the 
assault would have been greatly facilitated by the existence of 
a thick dam of earth across the ditch, immediately opposite 
tlie point marked out for the breach. 

It was further proposed that the principal assault should be 
supported by two other attacks ; one, an attempt to blow in 
tlie water-gate (botli the others having been strongly built up, 
and the causeways in front of them cut through); another, to 
escalade a weak point, near the Caubul gate, which would 
have been greatly aided by the fire of the artillery from 
the hill. 

This project met the General’s approval, and at dusk on the 
evening of the 5th September a working party, composed of 
the Sappers, and 160 men from the Regiments occupying the 
hill, commenced work on the battery. 
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B}' four A.M. on tho fith September cover for the purty had 
been secured across tlie ridge of the hill, and somucli progress 
made in tlie execution oi' ihc work as to load to reasonable ex¬ 
pectations tltat the four 18-poiindor guns and two 24-pouiKler 
howitzers would he established in position, and ready to open 
tlicir fire during the day. 

Early on the evening of the 6ili a brisk, matchlock fire was 
kept up from the citadel on the hill, hut thi.s gradniilly slack¬ 
ened, and :it ten p.ji. had entirely ceased. The enemy’s 
Infantry had been observed at dusk crossing the river near 
the water-gate, with the intention, it was supposed, of attack¬ 
ing the working party during the night; but towards the 
morning of the 6th there was ground for believing that the 
fort was evacuated. At daylight this was ascertained to be 
the case by Lieutenant North, of the Engineers, who took 
possession at that hour of the water-gate without opposition, 
leaving Ensign .Vewton and twenty sepoys of the 16tli Native 
Infantry in idiarge of the gateway, and returning to the bat¬ 
tery for further assistance. The whole of the working party 
was immediately moved into the town, of which, and of the 
citadel of Glmziue, they were in possession hefore snnrise. 

Edwakd Saudehs, Major, 

Engineers. 


F)'om Mojor E. Eaiidns, Eitijiiieo f, to Ulnjur General W. Nott, 
command in Field Force, Glannec, dated Camp, Fotjeli, near 
Ghuxnee, 9th Sept. 1842, 

Sib, 

On the occupation of the fortress of Ghuznee hy the troops 
under your command, I received orders from yon to take mea¬ 
sures for the destruction of the citadel, to as great an extent 
as the means at command and the time afforded by a bait of 
two days would permit. 

VOL. n. K 



130 


THE LIFE 


2. I have the honour to report that the engineer department 
attached to your force has been employed during the 7th and 
8th instant, on tlie work of demolition, and to state the pro. 
gress effected. 

Fourteen mirie.s have been sprung in the walls of the 
citadel, all with good effect. The upper fort iias been cotn- 
pletelv destroyed, the second line of works extensively 
breached in two jilaces, and the outer and lower walls have 
their revctnieuts blown down and greatly injured in three 
places. 

4. In several sjiots remote from the mines, tlie walls, though 
they have not fallen, are so seriously shaken by the explosions, 
that unless immediate and energetic measures are adopted, on 
the departure of your force, for their repair and security, they 
must crumble down during the ensuing winter. 

5. The gateways of the town and citadel, and the roofs of 
the principal buildings, have been fired, and are still burning. 

I have, ic. 

E. Sanders, Major, 

Engineers. 

The General had the great satisfaction of reco¬ 
vering about 327 of the sejjoys of the 27tli Regi¬ 
ment of Bengal Native Infantry, who had been 
sold into slavery, and dispersed in villages thirty 
and forty miles round Ghuzni, but the European 
officers had been marched away to the north, and 
placed with those who had been captured in the 
Caubul passes. Many stories were current in 
Ghuzni of the cruelties to which they had been 
subjected during their prolonged incarceration. 
The contracted room in the citadel in which they 
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had been confined was visited by most of the 
officers with the army of Candahar, and on the 
walls were read with feelings of mingled indig¬ 
nation, grief, and mortification, the following 
words :— 

‘ititli Miiy, 1842. 

Col. Palmor, Oapt. Alston, Lieut. I’oett, i.ieiit. Harris, 
Ensigns Williaiiis, Nicholson ainl Davis, Dr Tliuinpsoii, 27lh 
Regiment Native Inf'atitry, Capt. Lee ISiiriiel, 54th Regiment, 
and Lieut. Crawford, Shah iSooiah’.s Force, prigonei'.s in 
Ghuznee through the treacliery of Sirdar Shoonis ood Deen 
Khan, his brother, Ghool Mahomed, Naib Rooltoolah Khan, 
and Mirzah Mtilliclt Malionied, in having broken every 
article of two treatie.s solemnly sworn to. 

If, on tlie ii.rrival of any liritish force, the prisoners arc not 
forthcoming, avenge them on the tihove-mentioned, and on 
Khan INtaliomed Khan, of Killa Maroof, a cousin of the 
Sirdars, his brollier, Faz Mahomed Khan, and Nuzzer 
Mahomed. They had charge of the prisoners, and treated lliem 
most infamously, having once tortured tlio Colonel, and taken 
every opportunity of being insolent and oppressive. 

(Signed) C. Hahiiis. 

P.S. Khan Mahomed Khan i.s said to have a wile and two 
children in Captain Mackeson’s power at Peshawur. 

(True Copy.) 

J. N. AlLliN. 

Cth September, I84lf. 


In compliance with Lord Ellenborough’s wishes, 
Nott removed the gates of Somnatli from the tomb 
of Sultan Mahmoud, whicli detained him for a 
day or two longer than he had expected. The 

K 2 
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tomb is in the villag-e of Roza, in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Ghuzni, and is held in great sanctity by the 
priesthood of Affghariistan. The removal of the gates 
was effected by some of the Europeans under the 
orders of the Engineer, and Major Rawlinson has 
recorded in his private journal, that all possible 
delicacy was observed in not desecrating the shrine 
further than was absolutely necessary. “ The 
guardians of the tent, when they perceived our 
object, retired to one corner of the court, and wept 
bitterly ; and when the removal was effected they 
again prostrated themselves before the shrine, and 
uttered loud lamentations.” These fellows had no 
tears of repentance for tlie odious crimes committed 
by their lay countrymen; it was not, therefore, to 
be e.vpected that their wailing and weeping over 
the loss of some rotten pieces of wood, which had 
been obtained by the desecration of a temple of the 
Hindoos, would excite the compassion of the 
despoilers.* 

The private letters addressed by Lord Ellen- 
borough to Major-General Nott upon the receipt of 
the General's report of his having obtained posses- 


* The club and sliiekl of Miiliomed had lieeu taken away by Lord 
Keane’s Array, but by what individual the General could not ascer¬ 
tain. “ Some people,” writes Nott, “declare that Lord Keane ex¬ 
pressed a wish to see them, and that they were sent to his tent for 
the pm-pose, hut never returned.” Others declare that Shah 
Shoojah oo] Moolk tooK them to Caubul. 
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sion of the gates, sufficiently demonstrate the great 
interest and importance he attached to their ap¬ 
pearance in India. 


Siml.i, October 19, 1842. 


(tENERAL, 

Your letter of the 'iSrd ult. to Capt. Durand, informing me 
that you had brought av;ay from Ghuznee the gates of the 
temple of Somnaih, only arrived here yesterday. 

I had already had a translation made of the letter I intend 
to address to tlic Princes and Chiefs, and all the people of 
India, on the occasion of the restitution of this great trophy 
of war; and it will be transmitted immediately to the Princes 
and Chiefs whose territories are situated on the route between 
the Sutlej and Somiiuth, 1 intend that the gates of the 
temple should be carried in triumphant procession to the 
ancient site, on which a temple has been recently erected by u 
lady of Ilolkar’s family. 

I shall publish in a few days aii extract from your letter to 
Captain Durand, announeing that j-on have brought away the 
gates, my letter to the Princes and people, and some orders 
relative to the escort. 

You will have to select an officer to coinnuiiiicate with the 
Princes through whose country the gates will be carried, a 
Captain, Lieutenant, and Assistant. Surgeon for the escort, one 
hundred i)rivates, and a double proportion of native commis¬ 
sioned and non-commissioned officer.s, and two native doctors. 
All these will have double battu during the service, and 
furlough for a year at the termination of it. The officer who 
will be selected by you to coiiiuiuiiicate with the Princes, &c., 
will have one thousand rupees n. month. I believe I shall 
attach to this escort one of my Aides-de-Camp, and a portion 
of the Body Guard, about twenty-live troopers. The escort 
will bear the Queen’s colours. The escort will guard the 
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gates from the Indus. You will select the privates and native 
commissioned and non-commissioned ofHcers from any Regi¬ 
ment or Regiments present at the capture of Ghuznee. 

I should nisli a correct sketch (with the dimensions 
marked) to be made of the gates, if you are not in march 
when you receive this letter, or whenever you have an op¬ 
portunity. The officers you select for the escort had better 
at once take great care of the gates, which, old as they 
are, may be ill calculated to bear the sh.aking of a camel. 
Perhaps the safest course wouhl be to place them between 
boards tightly bound together. In their progress to Som- 
nath, they must, if possible, be so packed as to be seen, 
in a sort of frame, and they must be carried by elephants. 
I believe I shall have an application from the Sikhs, to be 
permitted to form a procession, with the gates, before they 
reach the Sutlej, to which I shall accede, and give you due 
notice of all that is to be done; only guard the gates as 
you would your colours. 

J remain, 

General, 

Your very faithful friend, 

ELtENBonouaH, 

Major-General Nott, 

JellRlabail. 


Subathoo, 2lst November, 1842. 


General, 

I received on the 19tli, just as I was leaving Simla, the 
very interesting report j’ou have sent to me respecting the 
gates of the Temple of Somnath. When I have the drawings 
and inscriptions, I shall send a copy of the whole to the 
Antiquarian Society in London, and they will publish it irl 
their Ti'ansactions. 

Major Smith, of the Engineers, as I suppose, will prepare 
everything, on receiving instructions from you, for the convey- 
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anee of tho gates in tlie intended car. Would Major Sanders 
send a sketch of the car lie imagines'? The wheels must, I 
suppose, be taken from gun carriages. 1 am not sure that 
the most appropriate conveyance would not be a ear, raised 
upon gun carriages. 

You c ould not, I believe, have selected a better officer tlian 
Major Leech, to communicate with tlie Chiefs. 

I have the honour to remain. 

General, 

Your’s very faithfully, 

Ellenbohouqh. 

Major-Cioticfal Nott. 

The capture and de.structioti of Ghuzni was a 
great feather in the cap of General Nott, because 
it was the first blow struck in the act of retribution. 
He received the coiigTatulation.s of all the officers 
who were entitled by their position to address him; 
Major Sotlieby, commanding the Artillery division, 
offered for his selection part of the celebrated gun, 
Zubber Jung, which, “ thanks to the General's 
prompt movement from Candaliar having been so 
signally prospered by the Giver of victory,” would 
no longer be a terror to the villages around Ghuzni: 
Captain Maegregor, the political officer with Sir 
Robert Sale, wrote— 

“Our nathm ought to feel indebted to the two armies which 
have contributed to such a result, mid more especially to 
General Nott, without wliosc soldicr-liko decision wo should 
have marched out of the coiiniry without again seeing Caubul, 
and have remained a laughing-stock among nations.” 



136 


THE LIFE 


But the most agreeable tribute of approbation 
was that which proceeded from the pen of Lord 
Ellenborough himself:— 


Simla, October 1, 1842. 


Genukai., 

I )iad llie satisfaction of receiving yesterday, at three p.m,, 
your despatch ol'tlie Sth, announcing that you were in posses¬ 
sion of Gliuznee. I sincerely congratulate you on your having 
achieved a conquest, of all others the most gratifying, even 
had it not been attended by the recovery of so many sepoys 
of the 27th • Hcgiinent, whom the Aftghans had placed in 
slavery. 

I have been considering with the Commander-in-Chief 
what cotild be doiio to mark most strongly the sense we 
entertain of your services, and of llioso of your army. All 
we can do we have done. The printed order shall be sent as 
soon as it can bo printed. 

Yotif higher rew.nrd and most valued lionour must come 
from the Queen. 

Believe me, 

General, 

IVith the greatest rcsjicct, 

Yonr very faithful friend and servant, 

ELi.F.NBonouaH. 


Neither llie Coinniander-in-Chicf nor I have over receivttd 
yonr account of your victory of the 12th of January. You 
should, as soon as you can, send duplicates of all yonr letters 
written after the iiisitrrcction. 
j^Iftjor-Guneral Nott, 

Jcllalabad. 


General JNott now continued his march towards 
Caiibul, not, however, without interruption; for, 
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as he approached Benee Badam and Mydan, he 
found Shurashoodeen, Sultan Jan, and other AfF- 
ghanChiefs, with an army of 12,000 men,occupying 
a succession of strong mountain positions directly 
on his road. The troops, under the General’s 
orders, dislodged them in gallant style, and he 
found much reason for applauding the conduct of 
Captain Ferdinand White, of her Majesty’s 40th 
Foot, who commanded the light companies of all 
the Infantry Regiments.* 

While Nott advanced towards Caubul from Can- 
dahar, Major-General Pollock made good progress 
through the passes which had been the scene of 
the bloody massacre of the previous January. At 


Cmiip ITi-gmidoe, 16th Sopt., 1842. 

* Siii, 

I have iho honoui' Io acquaint you that Shumsliootleon, Sultau 
.Tan, and other AITghnn Chiefs, having as.sombled about 12,000 men, 
oeenpicd a siiccc.ssiou of strong mountain positions, intercepting my 
march u))m licence Badam and Mydaii, on the lltJi and 15th inst. 
Our troops heat them and dislodged llieiu in g.allant stylo, and 
their conduct aflbrded me tlio greatest satisfuetiou. 

The Artillery distinguished themselves; and I beg to mention the 
names of Capts. Leslie, Bombay Horse Artillery, Blood, Bombay 
Boot Artillery, and And(n’sou and Turner, of the Bengal Horse 
Artillery, and the ‘dSth and T-'lrd Bengal Native Infantry. I bog to 
bring under' the favourable notice of Government, Captain White, 
of Her Mujo.sty’s 40th llegimeut, in command of the Light Com¬ 
panies of Her Majesty’s 40th and 4l8t Eegimeuts, and of the 2nd, 
16th, 38th, 42nd, and 43rd Bengal Native Infantry, for the able 
manner in which he carried ray orders into efl'eet, and for the 
gallantry disiilayed by him and tlie Company’s troops under his 
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Jugdulluck General Pollock gained a decided 
victory over the troops of Mahomed Ukhbar and 
the Ghilzie Chiefs. Major-General Sir Robert 
Sale had, on this occasion, “ the glory of leading 
the army on its triumphal return to the capital of 
Affghanistan.” He led up the heights in advance 
of his own regiment, under a very hot fire. 

The communications between Nott and Pollock 
were frequent and continuous.* There was no 
vulgar race for priority of arrival at Caubul. Each 
was animated by a desire, an honourable desire, 
to do his duty to his country, and to share the dis¬ 
tinction which awaited .success; but Pollock got 
first to the city, and placed the British ensign upon 

command, in ascimding tlic mountaius and driving tlie enemy from 
their positlono. 

I had every reason to be pleased with the conduct of all the 
troops, European and Native. I forward a list of killed and 
wounded. 

I am. Sir, yours obediently, 

W. Nott, 

Major-General. 

To Major-General Pollock, C.li., 

Commanding West of the Indus, 

* It has been said that Nott did not communicate his progress to 
Pollock, his superior officer; the best answer to this are his letters 
to Pollock, which are now before us :—From Candahar, 29th April, 
1842—Cth May—30th May—Itli June—LOth Aug., Kolat i-Gilzie 
—26th Aug., Camp Cliushani Ncushaku—31st Aug., Camp Ghoine 
—11th Sept., Camp Pultamck—13th Sept., Shakabad—16th Sept., 
Mydan—8th Sept., Guznie—16th Sept., TJrgundie—17th Sept., 
Kelat-i-Sultan—and 22nd Sept., Camp Cabul. 
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the heights of the Bala Hissar. Caubul was 
reached by Nott on the 17th of September. He 
pitched his tent four or five miles from the city. 

After the defeat of Mahomed Ukhbar Khan in 
the passes, the Chiefs who had charge of the 
European prisoners fled with them towards the 
Hindoo Kosh. Major Eldred Pottinger, who was 
with them, contrived to give intimation to Major- 
Generals Pollock and Nott of their whereabouts, in 
the following letter, which is here literally printed 
from the original. It is a curious document, and 
exemplifies the value of an acquaintance with the 
Greek alphabet. The necessity for baffling the in¬ 
quisitiveness of the innumerable spies and traitors 
who were in the service of theAffghan Chiefs had 
rendered a resort to ciphers of all kinds necessary; 
but as no kind of hieroglyphic had been arranged 
between the prisoners and the Generals—none, 
indeed, could possibly have been—Pottinger hit 
upon the expedient of making Greek letters do 
duty for the English (Roman) characters, without 
using a single Greek word. 


l fity TO you 6nr toe ave fiptSeo 8e pao oiho as chapye 

0 ^ VC vafiF.^ iraXtepaotoaCKciv * we (tue •KpopiaeZ ijt 20 Oovaai'i 
pvTreig avF avt OouaavS Trip fiorrO » 0(C avp we t'lue pdioio apovy 
ovptriXvcc, (j-liouXo Oij yovipi’pii'T pitlivot dr) chapye. tppee TiapCov 
(jiop «\\ TraoT uiptpii'Htc ir aXtro TrpopitJtC ro oaXiipaopaOKav = 
trope otp Or) irptvcriTraX Ilafapu chutpQ haue pitrev tv ovp favop 
avS rrpdpiaeS yor to aXXato ve to jit rwetv away s Qtat apt 
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/JackfS fty aci^tpaX Kvil!t\€aaiits ar Ka/3uX uliQ ave TpofiiaiS i/r 
aaaitfTavCt —— AXipv^a Kur a fiav u/hn ac ov svcpy oiit:ainoy 
avy 6ivy jj kovXo rj) 0 p vc t£ a •n-ptfit piovep (pop 0v<riy££g and 
will I ojTE pe oi't o(p 6rj fpipar to fictr yov = ai o oviXX yivc you 
IV ^trniX what !r ayivr aydfivprv^a (rhah is ooivy s 6is Xnrrep 
«C oTTfj'EO dr) ytyoCiuTtovg avS ig gappyiig 0ci.i nv - SaXecpciOfiah 
ue Ttpopiato ov di) ^fCtiTTT o<p nv avgiocp to dig ippo/x yov, to 
fiapch TO joii' yovp KCtpir = Wt uvc vn apfic pvr bvi ro yer cropt 
pvoKiTQ avS PnyovtTQ which vviXX tva^Xe vg to bXb ovt tv a ipnpr 
TtXX yov can oevo aops Xtylir rcoojrg to oup aio s iv vairc oip 
pabpaEaic^ap Kopivy Big way with a (Popa£ ffvtptpiaicvT to arrack 
vg * 01} ttioitXz o(p KapvX ape. ror XtgcXy to paKE avy bttpEvire 
avS ovp (ppitvbs ape very ui'Xiovg ^op yovp ritreeby appivaX s ip 
yov KovXo atvb trope Tpooirg ovbep avy cipcumstances : (ppop 
irheirhyao whir your gapn- pr.acheg Our, by road of Jeghaldo, 
which IS fi (rho(ir poac Bey would (j uSXt vg to pove traipeXy - up 
yov navvor tneapi oBepg aevc dope tirp Botre Hv^^apas who ave 
you wiB a (pew Europeau otppiaepg to asrev Blip povtpevrg • 
Bp Ghil^rt Trapr o(p ovp Guard as <pXib tray Be fteaptp hand¬ 
somely ^ & Xfr vs hear from you quickly. 

Your very obedier t servant, 

ELDRED POTTINGER. 

14th Sept, 1842. 

SiaXiepaopaCKav oipore to yov yeoTept uy 

via Kn/3uX avo aXao to yevepaX rroXXov. 

(For the benefit of the unlettered, a conversion of the 
characters into English is subjoined.) 

From JleiDiimi. Major-Gmrial Nott, Camp. 

Sib, 

1 beg to inform you that we have bribed the man who has 
charge of us, named Doalce Mahomed Kan, who we have 
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promised twenty tlioueaud rupees, and one tliousaiul per 
month. This sum we have raised among ourselves, should 
the Government refuse the charge. A free pardon for all past 
otfences i.s also promised to Sake Mahomed Kan. Some of 
the principal Huzrira Chiefs have risen in our favour, and 
promised not to allow us to be taken away. These are hacked 
by several Kuzzilbashes at Kabul, who Imve promised us 
assistance. Aliniza Kan, a man who has on every occasion 
done anything he could for us, is n prime mover in this 
business, and will, I hope, be one oi'tlie first to meet you, and 
will give 3 'ou in detail what bis agent Syd Mortuza Shah is 
doing. This latter has opened the negotiations, and is carrying 
them on. 

Sake Maliomed has promised, on the receipt of an answer 
to this from you, to march to your camp. We have no arms, 
but hope to get some muskets and bayonets, which will enable 
us to hold out in a fort until you could send some liglit 
troops to our aid, in ease of Mahomed Akbar coming this 
way will) a force suflicient to attack us. The people of Kabul 
are not likely to make any defence, and our friends are very 
anxious few your speedy arrival. If you could send some 
troops under any circumstances from Shi,sh Tao, when your 
camp reaches that by the road of Jighaloo, which is a short 
road, they woidd enable us to move safely; if you cannot 
spare others, send some of those Hazzaras who have joined 
with a few European officers to sliorten their movements. 
The Ghilzee part of our guard have fled. Pay the bearer 
handsomely, and let us hear from you quickly. 

Your very obedient servant, 

Edward Potti.vger. 

SeptembtT, 1842. 

Sake Mahomed Khan wrote to you yesterday via Kabul, 
and also to General Pollock. 
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This letter appears to have reached Major- 
General Pollock before Nott could get to Caubul, 
and we see in the subjoined note how he had 
acted upon its receipt 

nth Seplomber. 

My DEAii Genkhal, 

We have sent 700 Kuzzilbashes to Bamian, and Sir R. 
Shakespear acconipunies them. It is known that Mahomed 
Akbar Itas gone towards Kohisian; lie eannot have any very 
great forces, one or two thousand lioise, and may possibly 
attempt to get the piisoners ; ivill you therefore, send, in the 
direction of Bamian, a brigade. Instruct the officer that the 
object is merely to make a demonstration in favour of the 
party already gone. I therefore wish that the party yon send 
should get into no (lifficiilty, and risk nothing. I feel pretty 
certain tiiat after what has happened Mahomed Akbar will be 
very unwilling to advance if he hears that a force is on its 
way to rescue the prisoners. 

Your’s very truly, 

Geo. Pollock. 

To Major.General Nott. 


To this nole Major-General Nott immediately 
sent the following reply: 

Camp Kfllat-i-SuUan Jan, 17th Sept, 1812. 

My deau General, 

I have been favoured with your note of this date, in which 
you express a tvish tliat 1 should detach a brigade towards 
Bamian. Before you decide on sending it I would beg to 
state as follows:— 

1st. The troops under my command have just made a long 
and very difficult march of upwards of thirty miles, and they 
have been continually marching about for the last six months, 
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and most certainly require rest for a day or two, t!ie same 
with my camels and other cattle. I lost twenty-nine camels 
yesterday, and expect to-day's report will bt; double that 
number. 

2nd. I am getting short of supplies, and can see but little 
probability of getting a quantity equal to my daily consump¬ 
tion ut this place, I have little or no money. 

3rd. I have so many sick and wounded that 1 fear I shall 
have the greatest ineonveuienee and difficulty in carrying 
them, and should any' iinneccssary operations add to their 
number they mast be left to perish, and it J remain here 
many daj s I shall expect to lose half my cattle, which will 
render ret.reinent very difficult. 

4th. I ■sincerely think that sending a small detachment 
will and must be followed by deep distister. No doubt 
Mahomed Aebur Shuinshoodceii and the other Chiefs aro 
uniting thisir forces, and I hourly expect to hear that Sir R. 
Shakespeur is added to the number of British prisoners. In 
my last affair with Shumshoodeen and Sultan Jan they had 
12,00(1 men, and my information is, that two days ago they set 
off in the directioti of Barnian. 

After much experience in this country my opinion is, that if 
the system of sending out detachments should be adopted, 
disaster and ruin will follow. 

After bringing the above to your notice, .showing that my 
men require rest for a day or two, that my camels arc dying 
fast, and that my supplies arc nearly expended, you should 
order my force to he divided, I shall have nothing to do but 
implicitly to obey your orders. But, my dear General, I feel 
assured you will excuse me when I most respectfully venture 
to prote.st against it under the circumstances above noted. 

I could have wished to have stated this in person to you, 
but I have been so very unwell for the last two mouths that I 
am sure you will kindly excuse me. 



144 


THE LIFE 


The club and shield liad been taken au a^v by Lord Keane's 
army, but by wliat individual I do not know. Some people 
declare that Lord Keane expressed a wish to see tliem, and 
tliat tliey were sent to Ids tent for that jiurposc, but never 
returned; others declare that Shah Sliooja ool Moolk took 
them to Kabool. 

Voiirs sincerely, 

W, Nott. 

It is due to the character and the memory of the 
worthy and gallant Nott that the contents of the 
foregoing letter should be pondered, for it has been 
alleged that his refusal to send a brigade was the 
result of an indifference to the fate of the prisoners. 
He was urged, it was said, by Rawlinson and the 
officers of his own force, to despatch a brigade to 
the rescue, and he continued inflexible,‘declaring* 
that he had only one object in view, that of march¬ 
ing his force to India viflCabnl, without turning to 
the right or left; and that he considered, from the 
tenor of all Lord Ellenborough’s despatches, the 
recovery of the prisoners to be a matter of indiffe¬ 
rence to the Government.” How far these repre¬ 
sentations in Major Rawlinson’s letter conveyed an 
exact impression of what Nott said we have no 
means of determining, but Kaye certainly gives 
them, by his own remarks, much greater force than 
bis MS. correspondence warrants. 

To any one who has marked the power which 


* Kaye’s Affglian War. Vol. 11, p. 615, note. 
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“ liumaiiity exercised over the fictions of General 
Nolt, under all circumstances, it will seem mon¬ 
strous that the faintest suspicion should ever have 
been harboured of his supineiiess when tlie lives of 
his own countrymen v.-crc at stake. When other 
Generals would have rushed hcadlonq- into expedi¬ 
tions with inadequate means, Nott, with all his 
well-grounded confidence in his troops, invariably 
put aside every consideration of professional ag¬ 
grandizement in the presence of insulficiency of 
carriage, poverty of supplies, and the state of his 
hospitals. Not merely the luiinan beings, but the 
very animals in his charge, were, with him, objects 
of solicitude. Look back upon his fierce denun¬ 
ciations and severe chastisement of the plunderers 
of the innocent and helple.s.s—recall his anxious 
care for the safety of his troops ia all hi.s difficult 
marches.—recollect the readiness with which, in 
the depths of winter, he endeavoured to rescue the 
garrison of Ghuzni by the despatch of M'Laven’s 
brigade—observe the promptitude with which 
Wymer was sent, now to relieve Khelat-i-Ghilzie, 
then to aid England in the Kqjuck—and finally 
cast a glance at Candahar, and behold the people, 
relying habitually on his justice, his gentleness, 
his uniform kindness, approaching him familiarly, 
seeking his counsel and support, and tendering 
such humble offerings of their good-will as he 
could accept without a compromise of his inde- 
VOL. 11. 


L 
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pendent position. Let all these points be allowed 
due weight, and the imputation of want of feeling 
will be dismissed with indignation. 

But judge the case on its own military merits ; 
without giving General Nott the advantage of a 
character for humanity, his conduct is still per¬ 
fectly defensible. His troops were worn and 
harassed—on the 17th of September he reached 
the vicinity of Caubul—and on that very day he 
was called upon by the only authority he was jus¬ 
tified in recognizing, to divide his army. His 
answer was just what any General, mindful of the 
thousands under his command, would have re¬ 
turned. He had seen cpiitc enough of the folly and 
wickedness of sending coinparativ^ely small detach¬ 
ments against an tinhiov-n number of enemies in a 
difficult position. The fate of England at Hy- 
kulzye, of Wild in the Khyber, of Clibborn in the 
Nuffoosk, and several more, was quite sufficient to 
make him recoil from such headlong enterprises- 
Nothing was positively known of the strength 
of the Affghaus between Bameean and Caubul. 
If they were scattered, the handful of horse 
under Shakespear would suffiee for the rescue 
—if they were in force, all Nott’s army would have 
been required to wrest the ca])tives from their san¬ 
guinary hands. And, as the result proved, there 
was no necessity for sending any troops at all, for 
the prisoners had effected their own liberation, in 
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the manner stated by Pottinger. Shakespear met 
them on their way to join Pollock’s army. 

After all, however, Nott did not refuse to de¬ 
spatch a brigade to Banieean. He simply remon- 
strat(Tl against what he considered to lie a dan¬ 
gerous and unprofitable measure. General Pollock 
was his senior, and could have commanded him to 
perform the duty. But how did Pollock determine 
the matter? Head his note of the 17 th September, 
after receiving Nott’s I'cmonstrances— 

]My iihah Geneual, 

I will jiay you a visit tO'iaon'(ov morning, leaving this at 
an early hour, iincl will retiini again in tho evening. I left it 
entii'cl'i at KiiKf disdi'flioii to thiai'h a hiiijailc, and ast you uneM, 
to think it iina.lvisahh', it nre/l not hn ilonr. Shakespoar will 
reach the prisoners to-morrow' morning. 1'ill we mnet, adieu, 
your’s very sincerely, 

Geo. Poli.ock. 

17tb Sfplembt*r. 


A protracted halt of the army took place at 
Caubul, for the reasons of which, as Major- 
General (now Sir George) Pollock was alone 
responsible, the reader may consult Mr Kaye’s 
History. It was very unfortunate in several 
respects. It produced irritation among the troops; 
it caused a rapid consumption of supplies; some 
plundering took place, and money became scarce 
among the soldiers of Nott’s division. Com¬ 
plaints werej made to General Pollock of the 

L 2 
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marauding habits of Nott’s men, Nott denied 
that there was any foundation for the complaints, 
for no proof could be adduced of the facts; and 
wrote strong remonstrances, first to Captain Pon- 
sonby. Pollock’s Assistant Adjutant-General, and 
then to Pollock hinisell. II, in these letters, any 
irritation is apparent, it must be remembered that 
General Nott, after many months of successful 
and independent action, was now chafing under a 
detention which he believed to be quite unneces¬ 
sary, and for which he was in no degree to blame. 

Camp iiuar Cabool, s2'2nd September, 18'I2. 

SiH, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of tin's day’s dale, and to ac<]naint you that I conceive that 
General Pollock must have lecoived some erroneous informa¬ 
tion—no army ever moved with fewer instances of plunder 
than that under my command, mul not an instance of irregu¬ 
larity has occurred without punishment being inflicted. The 
persons wlio have made this compuint ought to be made to 
prove tbe truth of wliat they say. I believe the enemy (I 
mean Futteli Jung’s party and the rest of the people) are 
organizing a system to bring our inen to tlie same state of 
Starvation to which General Eiphinstone's army was reduced, 
in hopes of the same results. While I tliink it ray duty to 
state this, I must declare that I will not, to please a few 
AfFghans, who have scarcely washed their hands from the 
blood of our countrymen, allow mj' army to be destroyed and 
my country to be dishonoured. There is grain in the country, 
and I think it ought to be brought in immediately, the same 
being paid for. 
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General Pollock’s orders shall be proclaimed through my 
camp immediately, but I have not heard of a single act of 
plunder during the last twenty four hours. 


Camp near Cftbool, 22nd September, 1842. 

Mv DEAR (!eNERAL, 

I left Candahar with sufficient supplies to take my force to 
Jellalabad on full rations, but in consequence of the great 
delay which has occurred at this place, 1 am now reduced to 
provisions for seven days, exclusive of the little grain produced 
yesterday. 

The people are not inclined to sell even at the high price 
offered. I cannot see iny troops, who have overcome so many 
difficulties during the last four years, starve as long as supplies 
are in the cenntry, and I must therefore send parties out to 
seize what will be sufficient to take my army to Jellalabad, 
paying for tiie saino; but I cannot properly arrange unless I 
am made ac juai.itcd with tlie probable day of our inarch from 
this jilace. I know that I’uttch.Juiig and his party will do all 
in their power to keep us here as long as possible ; but what 
is called his party is really the party of Mahomed Akbar, and 
while we arc delaying here, I have no doubt they are organiz¬ 
ing a regular system of opposition iii the passes, and unless 
we act with decision and energy, throwing aside pretended 
friends, we shall meet wHb considerable difficulty, and, perhaps, 
suffer some new disasters from flic want of provisions or the 
severity of ;;lie weather, which will soon become too cold for 
our men, and our cattle will perish. 

To enable me to judge of tlie quantity of supplies which it 
will be necessary for me to take from this, I could wish to be 
informed what number of days' provisions I may expect to 
find in store at Jellalabad for my army. 

I believe you must have received a copy of the Governor 
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General’s despatch to my address under date 4th of July last, 
if not, I will do myself the pleasure of sending it for your 
perusal. 


If we were writing a history of the war in Aff- 
ghanistan, instead of the biography of the most 
illustrious actor in that interesting drama, it would 
be our care to go into an account of all the mea¬ 
sures that were taken for imparting to Prince 
Futteh Jung, and afterwards to Prince Shahpoor, 
the semblance of kingly authority, that the people 
of Caubul might be induced to be civil towards the 
British troops, and assist them to supplies. In 
all these matters, however, the biographer has 
been anticipated by the historian, and it would be 
scarcely necessary to advert to a single one of the 
incidents ' wh'cli marked the prolonged halt at 
Caubul, had not attempts been made to give an 
exaggerated colouring to the conduct of the Can- 
dahar army, and to impress the public with a 
notion that Nott was all for violence and destruc¬ 
tion, reckless m his antipathy to the Affghans, and 
eager to destioy the Bala Hissar and the city of 
Caubul. For tlie irritation apparent in his corre¬ 
spondence and conversation. Cod knows there was 
cause enough ! General Pollock seems to have 
inhaled some of the atmospheric particles be¬ 
queathed by the credulous M'Naghten. He had 
formed mneh the same estimate of the Affghans 
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with the deluded Envoy, and was averse to those 
prompt and signal measures which seemed to cor¬ 
respond ill Nott’s view, with the character of a 
British Gimeral, and the instructions he had re¬ 
ceived from the Government. Amongst other 
proofs of the readiness to believe the calumnies 
of the Atfghans wdiich marked General Pollock 
at this juncture, may be cited his invitation to 
Nott to reply to the charges of the Wuzeer and the 
Kuzzilbash Chief. Nott could not avoid answering 
the libels when thus sent to him, but it would 
have been more just to a General who had always 
so strenuously endeavoured to check plunder, to 
have returned the offensive document to the 
writer. 

An Abstract Tnimlatuin of a lA'Iter from (ihulamur Mohammed 
Khan, the Vuzeer Klunt, Shiireeii. Khan, the Knzzulbash 
Chief, to the Address of (lencriil Vollork, CAi. 

A.C:.—On tlie Hth .Shaliljua (‘iOtli Sept.), tlm inliabitauts 
of Aiishai and C’lutrdcli were jduiidered by the Candahar 
force, and sustained loss of life and property (1); tlieir women 
were not respected. In the village ot Deh Daun Causim, 
and in Zil-ah, Timour Khan, and at Churdeb, two persons 
were killed (2). The Aiisharces are employed in your sei'vice 

(1) . This is unfounded, with the exception of a few worthless 
articles steJen by surwaiis .and grass-outtcr.s, and for which they 
were most severely punished. 

(2) . I never hoard of two Airghans having been killed, but four 
Europeans, unarmed, walking at a little distance from camp, were 
killed by these monsters. 
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in the I'escue of j'oui' prisoners; if their houses are plundered, 
and their people (.3) killed, all confidence among the people 
will at once he destroyed. If it is your intention that pro¬ 
tection should bo afforded to the people, and to avail yourself 
of our services (4), redress should be granted. 

Under our proiniscs of protection do the people return to 
their Iiomes. c are satisfied that it is not your pleasure 
that the troops should behave in this manner (5). 

To day, tlic idih Shahhan (•21st Sept.) the army which was 
appointed to destroy Meer IIassin'.s fort, also destroyed tlie 
property belonging to people of the neighbourhood; these 
people should also have redress granted them (6). If the 
Englisli do not grant them redress, the ryots (7) will fly 
from tlieir liomes, and they will liave no longer confidence in 
us. 

Just now, iK.'Ws; lias reached us that the Candahar force has 
encamped at All.dmhad (S), whicli belongs to us, and where 

(3) , What people y The population of this valley had left it 
before iny force arrived, and have not been hero since, with the 
exception of a few jiidividii.ils. 

(4) . Why are not these resourcc.s brought in when an extrava¬ 
gant price is ollbred for them P 

(■>). This is a false as.sortion, for which the writer ought to ho 
instantly punished. The troops have not behaved ill. 

(G), What this man means by this I Icnow not. No army, no 
detachment, xi'as aj'pointed by me to destroy a fort. I did hear 
that General Sale ordered one to be burnt, but nliether be did so 
or not I do not iaiuw, but if he did I dare say ho had good 
reasons. 

(7) . I repeat that there are no ryots in the villages. 'All men 
capable of bearing anus are with diflerent Chiefs, and there is no 
knowing the hour we may be attacked by them. 

(8) . Yes, I have encamped, and I can hut] admire the extreme 
insolence of this man in prcsiuning to object to it. 
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our families are lodged (9). Tlie force lias already plundered 
our grain and fruit (10). If your friends suffer in this way, 
what may your enemies expect (11). Those people who re¬ 
turned to ihe town are leaving it again. Redress should be 
speedily granted, and Sardurs should be stationed at each 
village for its protection (12). 

(True abstract.) 

(Translation.) G. H, Macguegoh, 

A.D.C. 

Mr Kiiye ingenuotisly admits that the Chief of 
the Kuzzilbashes \va.s anxiou.s to pay his respects to 
Nott, who refused to receive him. The refusal was 
no doubt suggestive of the calumnies. 

The army lingered at Caubul until the 11th of 
October. Hearing that Ameer Oolla Khan, one of 
the hostile Chieftains, was endeavouring to collect a 
force of Barukzyes, to attack the British on their 
way from Caubul, and believing, moreover, that the 

(9) . This is false, there arc no families near the place. 

(10) . Tbit is ialsc, with the exception of fruit in the immediate 
vicinity of i?:imp. 

(11) . Wc have not a friend in All'ghanistan, and I know what our 
enemies ought to expect for tlieu’ cruelty, Ireaclicry, and bloody 
murders. 

(12) , Wliat insolence in this man, whoso liands are still red with 
the blood of our countrymen, to dictate how and when we are to 
place our troops. 

I cannot conclude my remarks on this document without offering 
my opinion that the writer should be instantly seized and punished 
for sending such a grossly false and insolent statement. 

(Signed) W. Non, 

Major-General, 
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capture of Mahomed Ackbar was possible, General 
Pollock had dispatched a force to IstalilF, under 
Major-General M‘Caski!l.*‘ On the 7th of October, 
M'Caskill returned to camp, having dispersed the 
Atfghans, and destroyed Istalift'. 

We have here his despatch descriptive of the 
operations at Istaliff. 

J<'ro7>i Major-<je)ieral McCaskill, K.H., commanding detachment 
in Kohistan, tii Captain Pansonhj, Amslant Adjuta^it- 
G-eneral. 

Camp Ifitalif, 30ih September, 1842. 

Sin, 

I Lave the Hatisfactlon to acquaint you, for the information 
of Major-General Pollock, C.B., that the troops under my 
command yesterday made theinsoivcs masters of the strong 
and populous town of Istaliff, totally defeating the numerous 
levies collected for its defence, under the infamous Ameen- 
oollah Khan Loguroe, Khaojic Arncer Xotwal, Hazin Khan 
(an assassin of Sir Alexander Burncs), Hazir Alec Khan, 
Khuleefa Ibrahim, and many other Chiefs of Cabool and the 
Kohistan. 

The Major-General is aware that the force detailed below f 

* Major-General Sir John M'Cnslilll was afterwards slain in 
battle with the Seikhs, on the banks of the Sutlej. 

t Artillery: Captain Backhouse’s Mountain Train; Captain 
Blood’s battery of i)-pounders (Bombay); two 18-pounders. 

Cavalry: head-quarters and 3 squadrons of Her Majesty’s 3rd 
Light Dragoons ; 1st sciuadron, 1st Light Cavalry ; Captain Chris¬ 
tie’s (lato S. S. 2nd regt.) corps of Cavalry. 

Infantry: Brigadier Tidloch’s Brigade, with the addition of 
Captain Broadfoot's Sappers and Miners, and the exception of the 
60th Native Infantry; Brigadier Stacey’s Brigade. 
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was placed at my disposal, for oj)ei’atiorj8 in these valleys on 
the 25th ; the two Brigades formed a junction near Khowja 
Bawash, on the 26th ; moved to an encampment near Zimuree 
on the 27th, and pitched their tents within four miles of the 
place on the 28th. The same evening I reconnoitred the 
enemy’s position ; it is impossible to conceive ground naturally 
stronger. The town of Istalifi’, consisting of masses of houses 
and forts, is built on the slope of a mountain, in the rear of 
which are yet loftier eminences, abutting in a defile which 
leads to Toorkistan, and in no way can this place of abode of 
fifteen thousand people be approached, hut by surmounting 
ranges of hills, separated by deep ravines, or traversed by 
narrow roads. Its gardens, vineyards, and orchards, fenced 
in with strong enclosure walls. The whole of them, with the 
mountain side, and tops of the houses, were occupied by 
Jezailchics, and the strongest proof is afforded, that the 
enemy, after this disposition, considered the place unassailable, 
by their having retained within the town the wives and 
children, ned only of the inhabitants, but of thousands of 
refugec.s from Cabool. 

The observations wlilcli T wnis enabled to make under a 
sharp Jezail fire, and the report of Major Pottinger, induced 
me to determine to assault the next morning the right of the 
enemy’s extensive position, us it was there that 1 could hope to 
bring the artillery most efl’ectivcly into battery ; arrangements 
were made with this view. The troops were formed into two 
columns of attack and reserve; Brigadier Tulloch’s brigade, 
and the mountain train, composed the right; Brigadier Stacey’s 
and Captain Blood’s battery, and tlie 18-pounders the left; 
these were supported by the third column, under Major Sim- 
monds, of her Majesty’s -fist, consisting of a wing of his 
Hegimcnt, and the Cavalry, under Major Lockwood; Captain 
Christie’s Corps protected the baggage. 

The troojis moved soon after daylight, and traversing the 
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plain in perfect order, passed nearly from the left to the right 
of the enemy’s position. Our light troops, and guns, repressed 
the occasional attacks of their Jezailchies from the gardens, 
who were numerous and most audacious; but when the 
column arrived in front of the village of Ismillah, I resolved 
to make a combined attack on this point; Brigadier Tulloch’s 
brigade assailed its left, and Brigadier Stacey, making a longer 
detour, attacked the I'ight. 

I cannot express in adequate terms my admiration of the 
style in which the former column, covered by skirmishers, 
rushed upon the gardens filled with bold and skilful marks¬ 
men. Her jMajesty’s 9th Foot, the 26th Native Infantry, and 
Captain Broadfool’s Sappers, vied with each other in steady 
courage, iind their rapid and unhesitating advance soon left 
the enemy no resources but flight. Very shortly after this 
assault, the three light companies of her Majesty’s 41st, the 
42nd and 43rd Native Infantry, covering their own column, 
got into action, and on their side stormed the village and vine¬ 
yard with distinguished gallantry: the combination was 
steadily persevered in, and though I liad few opportunities of 
using the artillery with effect, I had soon the gratification of 
seeing tlie enclosures, fonts, heights, suburbs, and town suc¬ 
cessively won by the two columns. 'I'he enemy were driven 
from them, and pursued with a rapidity which left no time to 
rally, and a singular spectacle was then presented, in the 
escape up the mountain’s side of the w'omen and cliiUlren from 
the place, to which no interception was offered; but as detached 
parlies of the beaten Affgliaiis still occupied some very lofty 
heiglits, the mountain train ascended them by a dizzy path¬ 
way, and dispersed the fugitives by its effective fire, Our 
reserve was now established on the lower heights, and the 
whole of the place, filled with property of every description, 
much of it plundered from our army in 1841, was in the 
hands of our force: two guns, brass field-pieces, were also 
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taken, and one of them was seized with such pi'omptitude, that 
its captor, Lieutenant Elmhirst, her Majesty’s 9th Foot, 
turned its fire u])on the fugitives with some effect. I directed 
the town to be set on fire in Severn! places, after taking out 
various supplies wliich luigljt be useful to our troops, and the 
work of deinolit.iou is still proceeding, under the direction of 
Major Sanders, of the Engineers. Our loss has been trifling, 
for the adviineo of our officers and men was too rapid and 
decisive to illow of the sharp fire of tlie enemy telling much 
upon them, and deceived by the direction of the rcconnoissanee 
of the 28tli, the Affghans had cxpect(;d the attack on their 
left, and posted their guns and the elite of their force in that 
quarter. [ have now' the jdeasing task of expressing the 
amount of my obligations for their exertions in the field to 
Brigadiers Tulloch and Stacey, commanding brigades and 
columns; to Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor, K.H., lier Majesty’s 
9th Foot; Major Huish, 26th Native Infantry: and Captain 
Broadfoot, of the Sapj)ers, commanding Corps on the right, 
which boro tlm brunt of the action; Major Simmonds, her 
Majesty’s fist Foot, commanding the Reserve; to Captain 
Backhousi', commanding monntain train; and Captain Blood, 
commanding the battery of iiiiie-poundors ; the last was ably 
aided by Lieutenant Terry. I have received valuable assist¬ 
ance throughout our operations from Major Pottinger, C.B., 
and Blajoi Satiders, Engineers, and yostei day from Captain 
Mackenziip and Lieutenant Airy, her Majesty’s 3rd Buffs; 
and Lieutenant Webb, 30th Regiment, Madras Native In¬ 
fantry, temporarily attached to me ; and since we marched 
from Cabool, ns on former occasions, from my own Staff, 
departmental and personal, viz., Captain Havelock, Deputy 
Assistant Adjutant-General; Lieutenant Pollock, Artillery, 
Aide-dc-Cainp to the Major-General, who volunteered his 
services with me; and to Lieutenant Bethune, her Majesty’s 
9th Foot, my own Aide-de-Camp. Regarding the last- 
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mentioned officer, I take tlio opportunity of rectifying an 
oversight on my part. I ought specially to have reported to 
Major-General Pollock, Lieutenant Bctliiinc’s valuable services 
in the recent affair at the Haft Kotul, in which I was entrusted 
with the command of the main column. Brigadier Tulloch 
mentions in very strong terms the good conduct on the 
present occasion of Paptaiii Smith, her Majesty’s 9th Foot, 
his Brigade Major. I enclose a return of the killed and 
wounded, and of the. guns c.aptured. 

I have, kc.f 

John McCaskill, 

Major-General, 

Commanding the Force in the Kohistan.* 

* One of the actors in the itusy scene ut Istaliff wu.s the late 
Captain Maekeu/'ac, of the '.list foot, who has left behind him the 
following record of his impressions. 

“ The night w'ns bitter, intensely cold; it was .scarcely possible to 
sleep, and many of us wore un|)roTidcd with eitlier cloaks or 
posteens. The wind roso high and cutting about midnight; a sharp 
frost set in, and continued throughout the whole of the following 
day and night. During the earlier part of tiia day, towards the 
close of the lighting, which had continued for nearly live hours, and 
when the terrified inhabitant.s became conscious that their last hope 
of successfully resisting us was gone, and that the city must inevi¬ 
tably be ours within another hour, they had poured forth in 
hundreds from the upper part of the town, and begun to ascend the 
heights in its rear, to seek safety in flight and the fastnesses of the 
hills beyond. Hundi'od.s of women and children, enveloped in their 
long white boorkas, studded tlie side of tlio mountain, as they 
plied their rapid and dangerous way loivard the summit. Every 
moment their nuiidiers became more dense, until, at length, the face 
of the hiU appeared almost as if a wide and snow-like sheet had 
overspread it. The whole of the female population of Caubul, and 
their families, had been removed, for greater safety, to Istaliff, on 
the near approach of General Pollock's force,—the impression 
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Tlie manner in vvliicli the retributovy visit of the 
armies to Caubul was to be marked, had for some 

obtaining Ibiit tin,’ ‘‘ Maidon C'ity,” as it was Iciaiicd, and m bicli was 
traditionally knoivii never tobnvo been taken, and lieiiee, cousidereil 
impregnable,—would never, by any possibility, fail into our bands. 
Fatal mistake ! It fell; and tbrongbont that bitter and ineloment 
night the slirieks and Mailings of perisliing tbonsaiub M'cro borne 
past by every iiy gust «bleli bowled amid the ruins of the obi 
eaatle, ehanting, as it Mere, an uneartbly re(|niem over tbo stark 
remaina of iioor Evans, m bo bad been shot Ihroiigb tbo heart ou 
that eventful day. Tt nas subsoquently reported tbat upwards of 
4,000 men, women, and ebil<lrou, bad perisbed, from cold and 
hunger, among tbo inounhuns. 

“A migbty woo bad indeed I'alleu upon ilio devoted ftity. Its pride 
was queuchoci, for ever, for, superadded to Ibo Ihoiisands winch had 
suooumbod tc- tho cstorminatiou of eold and fumisbraent among the 
hills, the pur’ing and slondcr rivulats wliieb cureernd ndnwn her 
precipitous streets and d<>elivities, wore deejjly tinged with tho 
blood of munbor.s of her defenders, who,so lifeless and mutilated 
forms, mingled in iueongruous heaps M-itU every Imaginable dosorip- 
lion of inorebandise, furniture, tents, bvoendos, velvets, satins, and 
similar costly articles, <'hoki>d up every avenue which led to tho 
citadel. Tho sullbrlngs of (bese devoted people must have boon 
terride. 

“ On the morning of our departure from this scene of slaughter and 
devastation, e' en the fear of being shot douii by the rear-guard 
did not deter numbers of famishing wrotclies from swarming 
different ]iorticus of tho encamping ground, which had been but a 
few minules before evacuated, and gathering together every rag or 
piece of clothing they <‘ouldfiud, and every revolting particle of offal 
or bono tbat was likely to appease their ravenous hunger. This I 
witnessed with my own eyes, when, as the troops d(,'parted, I 
lingered behind for a fc'v brief and sad moments over tho scarce 
recognisable grave of my poor friend, the youthful, gallant, and ill- 
fated Evans, and 'M'Kerriker, the Iformer a^brother subaltern with 



160 


THE LIFE 


time been a subject of grave consideration with 
General Pollock. Mr Kaye says in his histoiy, 
that had General Nott been in supreme authority at 
Caubul, he w’ould have destroyed the Bala Hissar, 
and the city, and marched on with the least possible 
delay, to Jellalabad. As regards the Bala Hissar 


me in the Light Company, and whom 1 had tcuovvn as a child; and 
the latter, also a Light Boh, one of tlic bravest and most favourite 
of my men. -And yet, as I bent a last look upon that spot, which 
even I could scarcely recognise, so metamorphosed had it become 
by the heaps of straw which liad been burnt upon it, and the 
quantity of f<‘athers and rubbish strewn over it, to prevent its being 
detected by the enemy after our ileparture, whose invariable prac¬ 
tice, whenever they diseoverej the grave of iin iuiidel, is to disinter 
the body, mutilate it, <md east it to lh<! four winds of heaven,—yet, 
as I say, when I loo!<ed a last adieu upon the gory resting-place of 
the boy soldier, thus smitten in the very bud of youth, and hope, 
and glory, but who bad, nevertheless, attained the zenith of affec¬ 
tionate esteem in the hearts of all his eomnidcs, and the veteran 
soldier that slept beside him; it was a matter of somewhat mourn¬ 
ful gratification that, scarce recogiuscd by myself now, that 
mountain grave w ould remain undc.secrated and unpolluted by the 
hand of tlie ruthless and vindictive .Aft'gban, I turned from that 
dreary spot with a pained heart and an humbled spirit. I gave 
them all that I could give—a sigh —a parting tear. I went on my 
way, breathing a prayer for the peace of their mortal ashes, and yet 
another for the salvation and bliss of their franchised and ethereal- 
ised spirits, unforgetful also, in all the humility of a genuine grief, 
of one silent yet sonl-fclt impulse of homage and thanksgiving to 
that sole Omniscient Ruler of the iiuiverse, who had so long spared 
and might still spare me amid dangers as.imminent, and battle-fields 
as stormy and blood-dyed as that in which those noble and gallant 
hearts had fallen.”—iVefe /o ‘ 
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and the onward movement, Mr Kaye is right in his 
surmise. But Nott would have spared the city. 

The Bala Hissar was untouched by General Pol¬ 
lock, because, forsooth, tlic Chiefs liad pleaded that 
a iSuddozye Prince should maintain the appear- 
ance of royalty in the Palace of his fathers, and that 
the peoph' resident in that citadel, had in time of 
peril, been faithful to Fiitfeli Jimg ! “ So,” naively 

adds Mr Kaye, “ Pollock determined to destroy the 
great Bazaar,” for no other reason than that the 
mutilated remains of the murdered Envoy had been 
exhibited there to the insolent gaze of the Affghans. 
Nott would have spared the Bazaar. He deemed 
it cruel, unnecessary, and unworthy of the British 
character, to destroy the marts of the working 
population. The citadels and ramparts of the 
Chiefs, are the proper objects of warlike retribution. 
Public opinion will surely award to General Nott, 
the palm of humanity and rationality in this view 
of the case.* 

* Tilt! halt i\ hii;li the combined armies of Pollock and Nott had 
made at Cahid V as not only much longer Ilian ■w o had anticipated 
on our arrival at the capital, but was entirely against the ■wish a-nd 
advice of General Nott. This long delay was, however, rendered 
necessary h}' the march of General MacCaskiH’s division to Istaliff; 
an expedition, the judiciousness and cxpcdicney of which the gallant 
commander of the Candahar division did not admit. 

Winter was now coming on apace; the snow already appeared 
on the summits of the distant mountains ; and when it was con¬ 
sidered that latterly it 'was, perhaps, more owing to the inclemency 
of the weather than to the formidable opposition of the Affghans in 

VOL. II. M 
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The last letters written by Nott to his daughters, 
from Caubul, bear the respective dates of the 26th 

tlio field, tliat the nuinher of our unfortunate troops had been redu¬ 
ced, there w’us a prevalent fceliuE; of anxiety t hat the day for our 
departure should bo uauu.'d. 

Before leaving, hou'evei', it was rc([uibiito that “a lusting proof of 
tho Britisli power sliould be left iu Cabul, consistent with British 
humanity,” and on the iilh October eomiucncod the demolition, by 
order of General Pollock, ofowof Ihi- haumru at CahuL 

To this work of destruction General hfott, was decidedly averse, 
and he most gtvenuonsly urged the propriety of razing the Bala 
Hissar. 

Tho springing of the first mine u as the signal for all tho camp 
followers torusli into the town, and commence a work of the most 
disgraceful plunder, a result which might have been expected, and 
wdiich, indeed, was predicted. Guunls, it i.s true, wore, idaced at the 
different gates, to jircvcnt any one entering while the W'ork of des¬ 
truction was going on; but there w'erc .many points of ingress 
besides tho gates, and all attempts to keep out tho followers were 
futOo. It is not to bo denied that several oj the soldiers contributed 
to the irregularities, but the misconduct of a few men docs not 
criminate the actions of an army. 

Exasperated as our troops were, it is a matter of surprise that 
they practised forbearance to the extent they did, and it must ever 
be a subject of astonisinuent, that when an opening for revenge was 
given, the city of Cabul sliould have been spared.— Ca^ilain Neil's 
Narrative, 

“ As a last memento of tho British invasion, the arched bazaars 
of the city of Caubul W'cre destroyed, and buried in a confused mass 
of blackened ruins. This has abvays appeared to mo rather a 
wanton mode of exciting the hostility of the harmless Bunnists 
against us, for tho insurrootion and its concomitant disasters arose 
not amongst the mercantile community of Caubul, but amongst tho 
warlike mountain tribes. To punish tho unfortunate house ownem 
of the bazaars was not dignified retaliation for our losses.”—•Cfayftazre 
McKinnon's Narrative. 
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September and 7th October. An extract from each 
will testify to his sentiments. 

C;ibot)l,‘JGth September, 1842. 

Why \v..‘ art rcmfiiihnp; here, 1 know not. In fact, 
I know nothing, and am not admitted into tlie State secrets of 

a set of Ijoys, by w’iiom Geinn'al P- seems to i)e snr- 

roundeil. ] oidy kiiorr tliat my army marelicd lima far, 
tlirougii tlie very Iieart of AtlglianiHlan, rk-toyimis, and liad I 
not been su])ers(ded, I would have lilown up tlie Cahool Bala 
Jlissar, assi.'rted our national honour, and tljo reputation of 
the British unna, and at this inoment should have been five 
marehca on my road to .Icllalabad—but T have no voice in 
Itresent proceedings, and only know' that as usual, instead of 
boldly and nobly representing, and n|ibolding tlie character of 
our country wo arc hourly' sufiering disgrace. I do not think 
tiiat any disaster can possibly occur to sucli an army, but this 
I du know, that if it w'cro |iossibte, the people in power liero 
would accomplish it; whether tlu.Ir want of energy and 
decision will bring it upon us, a lew days will show, itocol' 
leet 1 liave 'lothiiuj to do witli ull'uirs here. How I do long to 
hear of your health, and to be with you. Fancy how I feel 
this unnecessaiy delay. 

Cabuul, 7 l1i October, 1842. 

What wo are staying for I am utterly at a loss to know, 
unless it be, to be laughed at by the Atfghans, and the whole 
world. I cannor bear to witness such scenes, but recollect, 
from the moineiit I arrived at Cahool, I had nothing to do 
with public affairs. Had I commanded, 1 w'ould have blown 
up the lamed Bala Hissar, and at this moment should have 
had my little veicran army at Peshawur. This horrid delay 
is truly annoying. Fortunately the season as yet, lias been 
unusually mdd, or our own men would have suffered greatly ; 
but what man of sense would have I'un the risk, for the sake 
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of following at the heels, and dancing attendance on a set of 
Afi’ghaiis, whose hands are still red with the blood of our 
murdered countrymen ! Shame, shame ! 

The duty consigned to Pollock and Nott, having 
been performed to the entire satisfaction of the 
Government, the hour of recompense had arrived. 
It will be seen by the following General Orders, that 
Lord Ellenborough Avas no niggard of reward. He 
was as profuse of substantial honour, as he had 
been generous in the expression of applause. To 
the merits of the army of Candahar, he was 
peculiarly alive. The brilliant operations in the 
Khyber had not daz/led him. He had read of all 
that had been done and endured by the force under 
General Nott,—he saw that to the prowess of that 
General, under any vicissitude, the retention of the 
character of Great Britain, in Affghanistan, was 
entirely owing,—and he resolved that the tributes 
so often borne by Nott to the valour and steadiness, 
and unsAverving fidelity of the Sepoys, should 
receive full ratification. 

General Ordera hij Ills KxcelUnci/ the Gammandcr in Chief, 
Head Quarters, Simla, ilh October, 1842. 

By the Bight llononrnbh: the Governor General of India. 

The Governor General, earnestly desirous of evincing the 
gratitude of tlie Government of India towards the general 
officers, officers, and non-commissioned officers and privates, 
engaged in the operations of the present cam])aign in Affghan¬ 
istan, is pleased, after communicating with His Excellency 
the Coinmander-in-Chief, to declare the following resolutions: 
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1. All the general officers, officers, non-commissioned 
officers and privates, serving under the command of Major- 
General Pollock, of Major-General Nott, and of Major- 
General lingliind, between Attoek and All Musjid, and in 
and above the Khyber Pass, and in and above thcBolan Pass, 
on the 8th of September, shall receive a donation of six 
months’ batta, payable on the 1st of January 18‘'13. 

2. ■ In perpetual commemoratioii of their distinguished 
serviucs, the 2nd and IGili Regiments of Bengal Native In¬ 
fantry shall be hereafter Ilegiinents of Grenadiers, and tlic 
38lh, 42nd, and 43rd Regiments of Bengal Native Infantry 
shall be hereafter Regiments of Light Infantry. 

3. Th(! Regiment of Bengal Irregular Infantry, lately 
known as the third Regiment of Infantry in the service of 
Shah Sooja, shall, in cotisideration of the valour, discipline, 
and fortitude manifested by that Regiment on many occasions, 
and especially in the defence of Kelat-i-Glfdzie, continue 
embodiol under its present Commandant. Cajitain J. H. 
Cralgie, and be brought on the strength of the Bengal Army 
as an extra Regiment, and be denominated the “Regiment of 
Kelat-i-Gliilzie.” The future establishment of the Regiment 
of Kelat-i-Geilzic, and other details consetjuent upon this 
resolution, xvill be made known in a separate General Oi'der. 

4. Major General Nott will communicate to tbc Governor 
General the designations of every corps engaged in the several 
actions with the enemy in the vicinity of Candahar, between 
the 1st of January and tbc llllh of August, 1842, specifying 
tlie particular actions in wliicb such corps were eng.aged, and 
the Major-General will state which of such corps arc in his 
judgnumt entitled to bear hereafter the word “ Candahar ” 
upon their standards or colours and appointments, in com- 
memoiation of their services. 

To such corps of the Indian army as the Major-General 
may name, the honour of so bearing the word “Candahar” will 
be immediately accorded by the Governor General. 
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5. Tlie several corps of the Indian ai'jny which on the 6th 
of September occupied Ghtiznee, and the several corps which 
on the 16th of September and the following days occupied. 
Cabool, will hereaitcr bear upon their standards or colours and 
appointments the words “ Ghuznee ” and “ Cabool ’’ respec¬ 
tively, with the figures ‘‘ 1842” underwritten. 

The several corps under Major-General Nott which reached 
Cabool subsequently to the 16th of September, will be equally 
entitled with the troops previously occupying that city to the 
honour of bearing the word “Cabool” with the figures 
“1842” underwritten, upon their standards or colours and 
appointments. 

6. Major-General Pollock will coiumnnicate to the Go¬ 
vernor General, the designations of the corps under his com¬ 
mand, which were engaged in the operations proceeding the 
occupation of Cabool, but did not advance to that city, and 
will name such of those corps as ho may deem entitled to bear 
the word “ Cabool,” with the figures “ 1842” underwritten, 
upon their standards or colours and appointments, as having 
contributed to the capture of that city by their previous service 
ill this camjj'digii; and to such corps, being of the Indian 
array, as the Major-General may so name, the honour of so 
bearing the word “ Cabool ” will be immediately accorded by 
the Governor General. 

7. To every general ofiicer, officer, non-commissioned 
officer, and private, present on the occasions above mentioned, 
in action with the enemy in the vicinity of Candahar, will be 
presented a silver medal inscribed 

Canuaiiaii, 

1842. 

and to every general officer, officer, non-commissioned officer, 
and private, present with the army under Major-General 
Nott, in the operations leading to the capture of Ghuznee, 
and the occupation of Cabool, will bo presented a similar 
silver medal inscribed 
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Giiuznue, 

Cabool, 

1842. 

Where the same person shrill be entitled, to both distinctions 
one medal only will be presented, and such medal will be 
inscribed 

Candahah, 

Giiuznee, 

Cauooi., 

1842. 

Major-General Nott will transmit to the Governor General 
nominal lists of the several general officers, officers, non¬ 
commissioned officers and jirivates so entitled re.spcotivoly. 

8. Major-General Pollock will transmit to the Governor 
General a nominal list of the general officers, officers, non¬ 
commissioned officers, and privates, present in action with 
the enemy in tlie several operations of his army loading to the 
occupation of Cabool, and to every person named in snob list 
a silver medal will be presented, inscribed 

Cabool, 

1842. 

On the reverse of these several medals will be Inscribed the 
words 

VicToniA, 

V^indh.x. 

9. To every officer, non-commissioned officer and private, 
present within Kelat-i-Ghilzic, and forming part of the gar¬ 
rison thereof during the late investment and blockade of that 
fort, will be presented a silver medal bearing a mural crown 
with the superscription of “ Kelat-i-Ghikie,” and, on the 
reverse, tlie word 

Invicta, 

1842. 

Captain J. H, Craigic, late Commandant of the fort of 
Kelat-i-Ghilzio, will transmit to Major-General Nott a 
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iioiniiifil list of the oifieei's, iion-commissioiied officers^ and 
])rivates, so jii’cscnt in Kelat-i-flhilzie, and so entitled to tlic 
medal above granted, and to every person named in such list, 
when sanctioned by Major-General Nott, the medal will be 
given. 

10. All the medals above mentioned, are to be worn sus¬ 
pended to a ribbon similar to that which will be given with 
the Jellalabad medal, which ribbon will be henceforth the 
military ribbon of India. 

11. The regimental colours of (ho Regiment of Kelat-i- 
Gliiizie will bo composed of the three colours of the military 
ribbon of India, and in the centre thereof will be inscribed 
the word “ Kelal-i-Ghilzic.” 

12. Tlie Governor General will, after communication with, 
and in conjunction with, His Excellency the Commander in 
Chief, I'opresent to the Authorities in England, the high 
services rendered by the officers of Her Majesty’s and of the 
Indian army in the operations of the present campaign in 
Affghanistan, in older that they may be duly submitted to the 
gracious consideration of Her Majesty. 

13. Medals similar to those presented to the general 
officers, officers, non-commissioned officers and privates of 
the Indian army, will be prepared for the general officers, 
officers, non-cornmissionod officers and privatG.s of Her 
Majesty’s army having, respectively, similar claims to the 
honour of wearing such medals; but the authority to wear 
such medals depends upon Her Majesty’s most gracious 
pleasure. 

(Signed) .1. Stuart, Lieut.-Colonel. 

Sccrotiivy to the Governitniit of ImJin, Military Department, 
willi the Governor Getiernl. 

By Order of His Excellency the Comraander-in-Chief, 
J. R, Lumley, Major-General, 

Adjutaii'.-Geiieral of tlic Army. 
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As a further and special mark of his high appro¬ 
bation and gratitude, Lord Ellenborough conferred 
on General Nott, the exalted and lucrative office of 
Resident at Lucknow, accompanying the order 
which contained tlie notification of the appointment 
with the following very handsome letter. 


Simlah, September 2Ut, 1842. 


Genjiral, 

I Lave die lionour to transmit to yon a copy of the General 
Order issued by mo to day, on t!ie receipt of the despatches 
from yourself and Major-General Pollock, announcing your 
victories obtained on the SOtli ultimo, and on the 8th instant. 

I annex a copy of a ineraorandum attached to the General 
Order, notifying your appointment from tlic 30lh November 
next, to tin office of Resident at the Court of Lucknow. 

I rejoice in the opportunity afforded to me by the vacancy 
of that off oe, of marking the high sense I entertain of the 
value of your military services, and of making known to the 
army and jieople of India, tlint llie situation of greatest 
dignity and emolument under the Government, is deemed by 
me to be the due reward of a successful General. 

I trust y JU may long live to enjoy the honour, wliich, in 
the name of the Government you have so long zealously 
served, I now bestow ujron you, and snub other and higher 
lionoui', as you may inobably expect from tlie gratitude of 


your country. 

I have the honour to remain. 

General, 

Your very faithful fi'iend and servant, 
(Signed) ELLKNBOBouaH, 

Governor General. 


To M'ljor-Ceiieral Nott, &c. &c. 
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General Nott acknowledged Lord Ellenborough’s 
generous estimate of his worth in graceful and 
appropriate terms. It was at Gundamuck, a spot 
celebrated for deadly strife on the retirement of 
Sale’s brigade, that Nott received the pleasing 
intelligence of his elevation, and it was from 
thence that he dispatched his suitable reply. 

“It has pleased your Lordship to confer upon me one of the 
highest appointments in the gift of the Indian Government. 
To receive so noble and gratifying a maik of your Lordship’s 
approbation of any services I have had the good fortune to 
perform, fills my mind with feelings of deep gratitude and 
satisfaction. It is a reward far beyond what I could have 
expected had my services been of a much more enduring 
nature in carrying tlio ideas of Government into effect. 

“If I have not expressed my thanks in appropriate language, 
I trust your Lordship will attribute it to the feelings of the 
moment on receivmgyour Lordship’s letter communicating the 
high honour which has been conferred upon me.” 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE MAECn I'EOM CAUBUL TO I'l’fiTIAW’UR—NOTT RESIGNS HIS* 
COMMAS 0—-LORD ELLENBOIIOL'GII REl-TSES TO ACCEPT HIS EE- 
SICINATl'.IN —captain SCOTT APPOINTED PAYMASTER OP PENSIONERS 
AT LI'CENOAV"— OENEItAr, ENOEAND CEAIMS TO SHAKE IN THE 
CANDAHAE MEDAt AND HONOURS—NOTt’s COMMENTS ON THE 
CLAIM- THE ARMY OP CANDAHAlt CROSSES THE SUTLEJ—PES- 
Tn ITIEH—THE GENERAL 13 CUEATED A (l.C.B, AND LORD ELLEN- 
EOUOUOII APPOINTS HIM ENVOA' TO THE EIN« OF OUDE—CONORA* 
TULATOIY LETTERS AND REPLIES. 

Notwithstanding Ceiieral M'Caskill’s opera¬ 
tions in the dispersion of the Afl’ghans, the march 
from Caubul to the Punjaub was by no means 
unmolested. The second column of Pollock’s 
army, under M'Caskill himselfj was attacked by 
the mountaineers on its march from Tezeen—the 
scenes of the opposition were the Hoft-Kotul and 
Jugdulluck Passes. Nott’s division was likewise 
assailed by large bodies on the IIoft-Kotul, and 
subsequently at Guiidamuck. Several officers and 
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men of both columns were severely wounded in 
the encounterSj in all of which the troops behaved 
with their accustomed gallantry, and the Generals 
evinced their ordinary skill. At Ali Musjid, in 
the Khyber, Nott’s column re-captured a gun 
whieh had been taken by the Kyberees from 
M'Caskill. 

But warfare with the mountaineers was not the 
only annoyance to which General Nott was ex¬ 
posed after his troops had formed part of the force 
under General Pollock. He was continually de¬ 
prived of part of his carriage cattle, and denied a 
proportion of tliat which the Government of India 
had sent on to meet the retiring armies. Every 
now and then some complaint came in from some 
officer that enough had not been made of his ser¬ 
vices in the General’s despatches, and these had 
invariably to be answered in a courteous and 
convincing tone. At length, wearied with con¬ 
tinued vexations, Nott wrote to the Commander- 
in-Chief, tendering his resignation. He had 
brought the force (he might well say he trusted 
“ with honour”) out of Affghanistan, and all actual 
field service liaving come to a close, he was 
earnestly desirous of being relieved of his command. 

Lord Ellenborough would not hear of Nott’s 
resigning ; and, indeed, it would have been a cir¬ 
cumstance very much to be lamented that he 
should have lost the opportunity of sharing in the 
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public honours with which the Governor General 
intended to greet the armies on their crossing the 
Sutlej. To the public (official) letter, therefore, in 
which the resignation was declined, Lord Ellen- 
borough gracefully added a private letter, which 
sufficiently shows the kindly feeling that dictated 
all his endeavours to render honour to the old 
soldier. 


(Pi ivatc and Confidential.) 

Simlo, November I9(li, 1842. 

You will SCO by the public letter of tlie Military Secretary 
to the Goycrnment that I do not deem it to be consistent with 
the public service to accept your resignation until you have 
safely conducted to the British frontier the troops you have 
led with so much honour through Affgbanistan. I deeply 
regret tlist any ciroumstances should have occurred to induce 
you to wish to resign your command. 


I was ill hopes that you would bavo shown me at Feroze- 
pore the l)rave regiments which have followed you through so 
many dangers, and iiavc borne so many privations, and en¬ 
countered so many difficulties, with that unbending constancy 
which is a soldier’s first virtue. 


I was in hopes that you would liave accompanied ray Camp 
to Delhi, on your way to Lucknow. I shall have a consider¬ 
able force at Delhi, where I shall probably deliver the gates 
of the Temple of Somnautli to the Princes of Rajpootana. 

I trust you will in any case be able to remain some days 
in the Camp at Singapore, and I rely upon your dining with 
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me on the day on which you pass the Sutlej, with the officers 
of your Staff', and the Field officers or Commandants of the 
Ilogiments and Corps which accompanied you to Ghuznco. 

I have the honour to remain, General, 

Your very faithful friend and servant, 

Ellenborough. 

Miijor-Gtni'ral Nott. 


After so marked a proof of the Governor 
General's good will, Nott could not do otherwise 
than retain the coniinaad. 

As the armies moved through the Punjaub, the 
General received continual proofs of the cordial 
welcome which awaited him in India, and of the 
high respect he had inspired. Colonel Low, the 
ex-Resident at Lucknow, a most able political 
officer and truly amiable man, sent him papers 
connected with the state of Oude, that he might 
have time to jrrepare himself for his new vocation 
at Lucknow, and at the same time offered his con¬ 
gratulations on the important services which Nott 
had rendered during the previous twelve months 
to “ the Government, the army, and, indeed, the 
whole people of India.” Lord Ellenborough wrote 
to announce that the appointment of Paymaster to 
Lucknow and Cawnporc was vacant, and offered 
to give the office to any one Nott would name; 
and the General, witli a grateful sense of Lord 
Ellenborough’s condescension and kindness, and 
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noble and generous spirit, at once named Captain 
Scott, of the 38th, Wyincr’s Brigade-Major, “ a 
talented, high-principled, and most excellent 
man.’’ Scott was, of course, appointed. 

The ntiarer Nott approached to India the more 
anxious he became to embrace his children ; but 
as he foresaw a great deal of work and trouble 
before he could get to Lucknow, he desired them 
not to quit Calcutta until he should get there, ilis 
son Robert was with him. lie had joined him at 
Caubnl, in bad health, a circumstance which added 
not a liille to the General’s cares. Nott was not 
quite decided about taking u]i liis abode at Luck¬ 
now. He dreaded the expense at starting, for tlie 
properly which Colonel Low intended leaving be¬ 
hind lum was valued at 2,000/. or 3,000/. 

On the march from Peshawnr Major-General 
Nott received a letter from the Secretary to the 
Governnnmt of India, enclosing one from Major- 
General lilngland, claiming, on behalf of the troops 
whicJ) had accompanied him from Candahar, a 
share of the honorary distinctions aw^arded to the 
army generally. The reply which Nott sent to 
tlie reference which the General made to them is 
characteristic. It i.s soldierlike and just— 

Camp, near Jenedebra, October ‘24, 1842. 

Sin, 

lu venturing to advert to the Regulations of the 4th inst,, 
for the distribution of the medals intended by the Right Hon, 
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the Governor General in Council, to commemorate tli»suc¬ 
cesses in Affghanistan, I beg, with great deference, to request 
that the officers and soldiers of the Bombay army who ac¬ 
companied me in tlic operations wliicdi led to the relief ofCan- 
dahar, last spring, and who were present at Candaliar from 
the 10th May to tlio 10th August, and at the Passage of the 
Kojuck mountains in the subsequent abandonment of that 
city, may be viewed as claimants for that distinction. 

2. The enclosed return, iii exhibiting their relative claims, 
■will also show that tlie numbers are lew in whose behalf I 
make this application, because, as his Lordship is aware, many 
of the troops belonging to the column which marched with 
me to Candaliar, as above, were added to Major-General 
Nott’s force when that General moved to the northward, and 
thus became entitled to the honour of a medal by their ser¬ 
vices at Ghuznee and Oatibul. 

3. The only action with the army near Candaliar, subse¬ 
quent to our arrival there in May last, took place on the 29th 
of that month, under its walls, on which occasion the Bombay 
troops, with the exception of her Majesty’s 41st Regiment, 
were allotted to the defence and protection of the city, thereby 
enabling the rest of the garrison to repel the enemy outside; 
but it belongs not to me to say whether those who were thus 
destined on that day to remain in this defensive position, may 
or may not be regarded as fair applicants for a medal as 
arising out of that affair with the enemy. 

4. I beg, in presenting this request to the Right Honourable 
the Governor General, that you will assure his Lordship that 
I should not have presumed to advocate these claims, did I 
not truly believe that the services of llic Corps, and of the 
officers I have mentioned, had been sufficiently distinguished 
in leading to the glorious termination of this war, to entitle 
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them^o be brought within the sphere of his Lordship's favour- 
able consideration in this matter. 

I liavo, See. 

(Signed) R. England, 

Major-Generul Commanding, 


Cjtnip, j I miles east of l’csliawur> 
I5ili Ndvumber, 184'J. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 1075, of IS^42, dated llie flth inst., forwarding copies of a 
despatch from Major-General England, under date the 24th 
ult., relative to the claim of certain troops to the “ Candahar 
Medal.” 

I am really at a loss to conceive upon what principle Major- 
General England, K.H., can for a moment suppose that the 
troops noted in his letter and return, under date the 24th ult., 
have any claim whatever to the "Candahar Medal.” 

In March, 1H42, General England, in command of a portion 
of the Scinde force marched from Quetta towards Candahar, 
giving escort to treasure and stores for the use of the force 
serving under my command in AHghanistan, on his arrival at 
Hykulzye, was opposed by a party of the enemy ; his 
detachment was completely defeated, and he retreated to 
Quetta. 

Having been informed that it was not General England's 
intention to convey treasures and stores from Quetta to Can¬ 
dahar, I addressed a letter to him, in hopes that he would be 
induced again to move from Quetta, and pointing out to him 
that he could do so without the least danger, at tito same time 
promising to send a strong Brigade to convey him in'; safety 
over the Kojuck Pass. This was done, and he at length 
arrived at Candaliar. At the date of that letter, I did not 
VOL. II. 
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command the Quetta force, and thercfoi’o could give General 
England no positive order. 

In the month of .August, 184^1, it was determined that a 
portion of the three, then under my command, should march 
towards Jellalabud via Ghnznce and Cahool, and that the 
remainder should retire via Quetta. Under these circum¬ 
stances, it was niytvish tliat General England, with her Majesty’s 
41st llegiment, and about five Native Itegiinents, with twelve 
guns, should keep possession of Candaliar for fifteen or twenty 
days subsequent to my march towards Ghuznee. How- 
ever, a,fter sonie conversation with General England, I re¬ 
luctantly gave up this plan, but at the same time told him that 
as he was not to remain at Candaliar, I slioald take the 41st 
Regiment with my column, and T directed him to move to 
Quetta with five and a half regiments of infantry, twelve guns, 
and a detachment of cavalry; he did not think this force 
sufficient, and wanted the 41st Regiment in addition. I 
explained to him iliat there was no enemy to oppose his march, 
and that I would willingly go over the same ground with a 
single company of native infantry. This duty is what the 
General calls “ the passage of tlie Kojuck.” 

On the 29th of IMay, I moved out of Candaliar to defeat 
the Aflglian Chiefs, who had brought a iarge force into its 
vicinity. I left General England in possession of the city, but 
he had not to fire a shot, nor did the enemy attack or fire a 
shot at the town; yet he brings this forward in aid of his 
claim to a medal. 

General England states (bat lie was at Candaliar from the 
10th of May to the 10th of August, but as the troops noted 
by him were not engaged with the enemy during that period, 
and as they did not fire a shot, I do not think that the fact 
of their being in the city, can possibly give them a claim to 
a medal. 
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General England notes in his letter of tlie 24tli ult., that 
‘Hhe officers and soldiers of the Bombay army accom¬ 
panied me ill the ojierations whicli led lo the relief of Can- 
dahar,’’ as if the victorious troops under my command, who 
never mot with delcat or tlio least check, were besieged or in 
danger. General England brought me ,storc.s and treasure at 
my earnest solicitation and under the circumstances above 
noted, and for this he chums a medal. I have always sup¬ 
posed that in every army in the world, medals were only 
granted for gallant conduct in the field ; under this conviction 
I certainly cannot, ns commanding the armies of Scindo and 
Lower Affghanistan, recommend medals being conferred upon 
General England and the force niider bi.s command. 

General England has claimed tbe “Candahar medal”— 
first, for the “action of the 28thof March,” when his force 
was completely defeated, and retreated lo Quetta. 

Secondly,—On tlie 28th of April, in I’cshecn, which was a 
trifling skirmish, of no consequence whatever. 

Thirdly,—For being in garrison at Candabar, from the 
10th of May to the lOtli of Angu.st, where they never fired 
a shot. 

Fourthly,—For what is called tlic “passage of the Kojiick, 
in August, 1842,” where tlu'rc was no enemy that could, 
possibly have resisted 100 sepoys. 

Finally, I deeply regret that any suclt claim should have 
been advanced; and, indeed, what value can the soldier, after a 
long course of victory, attach to honours and medals conferred 
by an ajiproving Government upon him, if they are at the 
same time granted to those who have not passed a similar 
career. 

T o T, II. Maddock, Esq., 

Secretary to the Government of India, 
with the Governor General. 

N 2 
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On the 23d December Nott’s army reached the 
banks of the Sutlej, having- marched through the 
Piinjaub without eliciting a single complaint from 
the people. Lord Ellenborough had, previously to 
the arrival of the army, issued an order for the for¬ 
mation of an escort for the Somnath gates to 
Guzerat, and appointed his own Aid-de-Camp, 
Captain Herries, to accompany the trophies. At 
the same time lie issued a Proclamation to all the 
Princes and Chiefs, and people of India, announc¬ 
ing the presence of the gates, and endeavouring to 
impress on them all the importance of the acquisi¬ 
tion. On the left bank of the Sutlej the Governor 
General had assembled a considerable force—an 
army of reserve formed to meet possible contin¬ 
gencies while Nott and Pollock were yet in Aflfgha- 
nistan ;■—an immense camp was pitched, hundreds 
of visitors had arrived from all parts of the upper 
country, and great preparations were made to render 
all imaginable honour to the conquering heroes. 
A bridge of boats had been thrown over the Sutlej 
of sufficient capacity for the jrassage of the column, 
and at its foot Lord Ellenborough, accompanied by 
several of the Sirhind Chiefs, received the troops. 
Two lines were formed through which the divisions 
passed, and bands of music and salvos of artillery 
announced the moment when Nott again set foot in 
India. He was most warmly welcomed by the 
Governor General and the Commander-in-ChieT, 



OF SIR WILLIAM NOTT. 


181 


General Sir Jasper Nicolis; and Lord Ellenboroiigli, 
in issuing a (Jeneral Order recording the occurrence, 
took the opportunity of adding to the honours 
be had already conferred, by imparting to the 
General the new title of •' Envov to the King 
OF OuDE,” in substitution of the lesser title of 
Resident at the Court of Lucknow, and directing 
that he should be called “ Excellency” in all com¬ 
munications with his Majesty. 

On the day after the fatiguing ceremonial of the 
passage, Nott wrote the following letter to his 
daughters:— 

rerozepore, 24tli Deceinber, 184’2, 

My dear Children, 

I arrived here yesterilny, called upon Lord Ellenborou<;h and 
his Excellency the Cotniimnder-in-Chief, and dined with Lord 
Ellcriborougli last niglit. I am deliglited with him ; wo had 
a long conversation in tlic inorning altnic, and again in the 
evening. Some people may laugh at his acts, hut he is the 
keenest Englishman I have ever seen in Ihis country, and just 
the man to ileal with Asiatics, lie is indeed truly kind, and 
he last night made a long and eloquent speech in praise of iny 
whole conduct, and declared hefore this large parly, and 
therefore to the world, that “ the safety of all was due to my 
firmness,” and as much more us would fill several sheets of 
paper. lie is a fine speaker, and he spoke frequently last 
evening, and all were pleased with him. lie told me yester¬ 
day he was going to appoint me Eavoy at the Court of the 
King of Oude, with the title of Excellency. All this fuss I 
do not like, although I like and admire the man; it will only 
bring down envy atid abuse from little minds. Hollings 
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is one of niy assistants at Lucknow, and Mrs Hollings will 
receive you kindly should you reach Lucknow before me. I 
called on Lady Nicolls yesterday, and saw her daughters ; 
they made themselves very pleasant, and spoke of you. The 
Governor General gives a ball on the 26th; there will be about 
700 persons present, all the ladies now at Ferozepore of course; 
this will be u novelty to me, not having seen any for more 
than four yeais. The Governor General will leave this for 
Meerut and Delhi about the 3d of January, when all 
will break up. lie. told me last night that he thought so 
highly of a public letter I sent him from Candahar, that he 
sent it just ti.s it was to the Queen, w'ith one from himself He 
has also written to the Court of Directors regarding me. We 
are to have a grand held day on the 26th; there will be 30,000 
men in the field. I think it hard upon the Candahar force 
thus to be called otit immediately on their arrival to act play¬ 
ing soldiers with the army of reserve, which has been drilled 
and drilled daily^ for the occasion ; for although the Candahar 
army has had nuich fighting—mneh more than the world is 
aware of, they have not been on a porurfe for witmi/months ; 
but never mind. 

The gaieties at Ferozepoi’e continued for about a 
week. Reviews of troops, dinners, and balls were 
the order of the day. Nott was quite overwhelmed 
with the compliments and congratulations of the 
people who flocked to the camp ; but the good feel- 
inof which dictated their devoirs more than atoned 
for the irksomeness of the homage. 

In the midst of the festivities proper to the occa¬ 
sion, the General received this note from Lord Ellen- 
borough. 
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Camp, Ferozeporc, December 28, 1842. 

My deah Generai,, 

I shall be much obliged to you if you will prepare a Memo¬ 
randum for me upon the Carriage Department, showing the 
defects of the present want of system, and the alterations you 
would think it advisable to make with a view to efficiency. 
It is a question, I think, whether the Carriage Department 
should not be distinct from the Commissariat. 

Believe me. 

My dear General, 

Very faitlifidly yours, 

Ellenbohouqh. 

General Nott promptly met the order of Lord 
Ellenborough. The paper prepared on that occa¬ 
sion is worthy the perusal of all military men. 

“The question of providing carriage for the wants of an 
Army taking the field in India, and of the best means of 
rendering the resources of the country available for this 
object, seems an exceedingly difficult one. To be enabled to 
offer an opinion on tlie subject, which would be really 
valuable to Government, a familiarity with statistical details, 
and an iiitimatc knowledge of (he macliinery and working of 
the existing;' system of supply in all it.s branches is required, 
which few officers have an opportunity of acquiring. On 
such knowledge alone cun a comprehensive practical view of 
(ho subject be founded. 

“The organisation of an establishment which for all the 
contingencies of soil, climate, and facilities of transport, shall 
be best adapted to secure efficiency and economy to the state, 
in providing carriage for its troops, when employed either 
within its territories or beyond its frontier, is but a part of 
the above question. In commenting on this part, it is probablfl 
that views founded on observations made in a few localities, 
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may not bear tlie test of general application to operations in 
the field, referred to the numerous provinces or the several 
frontier states of our Indian empire. 

" But, there are many officers who have had opportunities 
of making remarks on the march of our armies, and on the 
system now adopted for supplying them with carriage. The 
professional inierests of some of them have been so deeply 
affected by the cfticieiicy or otherwise of the means of trans¬ 
port at their command, that their comments on the system in 
force for supplying and maintaining these means may not be 
without value. Ii is probable that the inconveniences felt will 
be prominently presented, wldle the remedies proposed may 
often he found adapted merely to circumstances of time and 
case, but irapraelioabio as forming part of a general system. 
Still, by collecting opinions from these sources, facts may be 
elicited whicli, placed in the itands of those who have made 
the subject particularly their study, may lead to some im¬ 
provements au<I iiici'cased efficiency in the working of the 
existing system. 

“ It is under a feeling of imperfect acquaintance with the 
subject wbieh lias prompted the foregoing paragraphs, that 
the following i t'mark.s are penned. They relate principally to 
the system as it bore on the carriage supplied to the armies 
lately employed in Affghanistan. 

“ The inadequacy of the means of transport at command in 
Affghanistan is not fairly chargeable to the system of supply 
obtaining in the Commissariat Uejiartment. The Incon¬ 
venience thus sustained arose from our carrying on military 
operations in a. country, the resources of which, from the 
general hostility of its inhabitants, were locked up from us, 
while the nearest sources of supply over which we could 
exercise efficient control, lay at n distance of 600 miles. 
But when the means of moving were obtained, partial failure 
in maintaining and preserving those means may perhaps be 
attributed to want of strength in the system established. 



OP SIR WILLIAM NOTT. 


185 


“ Thi:' supply of cattle for the munitions and baggage of the 
army in Affghanistan, rested solely with the Commissariat 
Department. A question is raised as to how far it would be 
desirable or expedient to separate the Commissariat from 
the Carriage Department of our army, with the view of giving 
increased efficiency to the latter, by placing it under the 
control of a separate establishment. 

“ It may be observed that any such division of the Depart¬ 
ments would involve also a division of responsibility. Tlie 
Commissariat would in such case be dependent on the 
Carriage Department for its means of transport; the Carriage 
Department would look to the Commissariat for its means of 
subsistence. If, to guard against this, the Departments were 
made altogether independent of each other, their respective 
agents would meet in tlie market, and in their competition, the 
interests of the state might be overlooked. In addition to the 
difficulty ( f fixing responsibiliiy, the commanding officer would 
have an ailditional department to watch over, and a separate 
channel ti.roiigh which his orders for the efficient equipment 
of his fame must he conveyed. These disadvantages would 
probably more than counterbalance the contemplated ad¬ 
vantage of increased efficiency that raiglu result from with¬ 
drawing the charge of the cattle attached to an army 
from the Commissaidat Department. 

“One department of supply for nil the wants of an army, 
would stem the preferable system. Its executive establish¬ 
ment may be strengthened in particular branches to any 
extent thouglrt necessary, and thus if that branch to which the 
provision and charge of public cattle is now committed be 
thought inadequate, its organisation may he modified and im¬ 
proved without separating it from the Coiirmissariat De¬ 
partment. 

“ Nest to the great evils immediately attributable to the 
necessity of attaching an enormous proportion of carriage 
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cattle to troops in all their marchea in Affglianistan (a necessity 
arising from causes which it wouhi be irrelevant to the object 
of these remarks to discuss), the inconvenience experienced 
in maintaining oiir means of transport in efficient order may 
be mentioned. Our failure in this important matter seems 
traceable princijially to two causes— 

“ Isf. Want of pro])er supervision and attention in the care 
and feeding of tlie cattle. 

“ 2nd. Overloading and improperly loading the cattle. 

“ The first of these was, it is believed, owing to the want of 
a sufficient number of officers and subordinate European 
overseers, to whom the duty of watching over the condition 
of the cattle should have been solely and specially confided. 
The second arose, in a great measure, from circumstances 
beyond the control of the Commissariat Department. 

“ Details regarding the want of proper attention to the 
feeding the public cattle (camels are particularly referred to) 
seem unnecessary. It is assumed as a fact beyond dispute, 
that the mortality and loss of condition among camels, the 
property of Government, were proportionately much greater 
than among those belonging to individuals, for the keep of 
which far less liberal provision was made. The fact is 
conclusive as to the want of attention, which might have 
been secured by a greater degree of European supervision. 
The loss sustained from casualties among the Government 
cattle employed with the army in Afigbanislan, was so great 
as to induce a belief that bad a commissioned commissariat 
officer, assisted by European overseers, been attached to every 
brigade, for the sole purpose of seeing the Government 
cattle properly fed, duly attended to, and not overladen, great 
increased efficiency at a reduced expense to the State would 
liavc been obtained. The charges for feeding public cattle 
are now, it is believed, almost entirely in the hands of 
native subordinates; certain quanlitics of grain and forage 
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are allowed for their support, which may not always be 
furnished; etficient check nuiat, at all events, be difficult, 
and the duty therefore open to abuse. 

“ The Commissariat officers in Afi'frhanistan had a variety 
of duties to attend to, many of which related to accounts 
and other official details, and it was almost impossible that 
they could devote that decree of personal attention to the 
public cattle under their charge which would have ensured 
their being maintained in good working condition. In an 
Indian (dantonrnent the charge of the public cattle is com¬ 
paratively easy, hut in a Camp, where the cattle are distributed 
among regiments, and on a line of march in Affglianistan, 
where the baggage of an anny arrives in sections, and at all 
hoars, the difficulty of looking after them is vastly increased. 

On occasions, therefore, where largo masses of public 
cattle a’6 collected for employment with armies in the field, it 
may be worthy of consideration, whether officers of the Com- 
missariit Department might not be sjtecially appointed to the 
charge of the carriage of the army, and held directly re¬ 
sponsible for the feeding and coiidition of tlic public cattle. It 
is not a mere compiler of accounts that is required for duties 
of this nature, hut one who shonlJ he constantly on the alert, 
who should look after his charge in person, and by bis own 
activity compel a corresponding attention to their duty on the 
part of hir assistants. 

“ T.ic overloading the camels in AH'ghanistan was a great 
evil; it arose from the disposition of the native soldiery and 
camp-followers to accumulate jiroperty of different descriptions, 
and tc> carry It tvith them on the line of inarch, on the cattle 
furnished by Government, for hire, or otherwise. 

“ This disposition on the part of native troops is so noto¬ 
rious, that even in India, the proprietors of carriage kept 
purposely for hire will not voluntarily engage their cattle to 
Sepahies, and the necessary amount of carriage required for 
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the march of troops is rarely procured, save throiigli the 
interference of the Civil Power. 

“ In AflFghanistaii, camels were furnished for the convey¬ 
ance of private baggage by the Commissariat Department, 
on certain stipulated conditions. The cattle thus supplied 
were generally the property of Government. It may be 
imagined that of the total number of cattle accompanying our 
armies, but a small proportion were required for the con¬ 
veyance of private b.aggage. But as the cattle made over to 
the troops failed or became weakened from the effects of over¬ 
loading, they wore exchanged for stronger ones, and it is 
believed that a very great proportion of the casualties that 
occurred among the public cattle may be referred to the 
number employed in the conveyance of private baggage. 

“All the burthens of cattle employed exclusively in tlie 
carriage of public property, whether provisions, camp equipage, 
ammunition, or other military equipments, may be easily and 
strictly regulated; this is also stipulated in the case of private 
baggage; bin, although it is the duty of commanding officers 
to guard against tiic overloading public cattle by tlie troops, 
their vigilance i.s constantly evaded, and should Government 
be again on any occasion compelled to take on themselves the 
provision of cattle for the j)rivatc carriage of either officers or 
men, some very stringent regulations will be needed to prevent 
an abuse of the indulgence. 

“ It may be asked wljy on any occasion Government should 
interfere in the provision of carriage for baggage of troops 
merely of a private nature. A difficulty on this question has 
always existed; hut it has been found that troops cannot move 
at short notice without some assistance being fiirnislied by 
Government, and unpleasant consequences have more than 
once ensued where this aid was, or was believed to be, with¬ 
held. It is not the less desirable that troops should be 
encouraged as much as possible to make arrangements for the 
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oonv(?yance of tlieir own bai^gage; but tlio Government has, 
against tlie advice of its most experienced officers, weakened 
the influence it could Ibrinerly exercise over its native army, 
and (he provision of carriage (or private baggage may bo 
expected to continue a troublesome question, 

“Great care should bi; observed in loading cattle; it is 
believ ed that suflicient care was not, and perhaps could not 
irom oircum.stances, be observed throiigliout our late campaign. 
The proportion of attendants procurable for the public cattle 
was too small, and manj' of these servants were inexperienced 
in the charge. In some regiments the Sepabios were obliged 
to attend and lead tlicir own camels; a j)ractice which, if 
general, would detract from the efficiency of the army, and 
which could otdy liave been winked at as a temporary 
rneasvi re, and one of absolute necessity. 

“ For foreign expeditious, and particularly in a country like 
Affgbanistaii, where the marauding habits of the population 
are so well known, it might be expedient to enlist, organise 
in sections, and to arm with weapons of native manufacture 
the camel drivevs. It is probable that, bad such been tlie 
case during our recent military operations, the camel-men 
would on many occasions, wlicu attacked by small bodies of 
AfFgbiins, liave been able to protect tbeii’ persons and the 
property entrusted to their charge till assistance was rendered 
to them. The Bnnjarrabs of India and the Sohanees of 
Affghnnistan at all times travel armed, and prepared to resist 
aggression either against themselves or on their property, and 
even in military operations within our provinces it might be 
found advantageous occasionally to arm the attendants on 
public cattle; but, on the other band, it should be stated that 
this class of camp-followers is notoriously addicted to plunder, 
and to place arms in their bands would be, to a certain extent, 
to facilitate and encourage this propensity. 

“ As already observed, the foregoing remarks are intended to 
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apply peculiarly to our recent movemenls in Affghanistan. 
Very great clifficiihy was in that country experienced in 
procuring carriage, but the demands made were greater than 
has ever before beini tlio case, or than may ever occur again. 
Should an army again enter Affghanistan from India, changes 
in the system of carrying on the war must, to ensure success, 
be made, which changes would most materially affect the 
Department of Su[ii)ly. 

“ It would not he fair to judge auy portion of the existing 
system of supply, fiam'od and organised as it has been for 
operations conducted in Jlindoostan, or in those countries 
adjacent to It, whore water carriage was available for the 
transport of all the munitions of war, because the commis¬ 
sariat was unable to meet the cnornions and exhausting calls 
made on it for carriage in Affghanistan. Is the existing 
system ill adapted for supplying carriage to armies moving in 
India, or in the direction either of the i’unjaub or of Nepal ? 
and do the records of our campaign in Nepal in 1814, or of 
the Mahratta war iu 1817, 18, and 19, prove that the system 
of supplying cattle theji obtaining, and wliicli it is believed, 
with some modifications, based on c.xpericncc, still obtains, 
was inefficient?—if so, the necessity of an alteration of system 
may be considered as estal)lished, not otherwise. 

“ The contract system of carriage has always been exten¬ 
sively employed in India, and to lids mode of conveying 
supplies, the partialities of the old officers of the Indian army 
must be expected to lean, as to its efficient aid many of the 
early and splendid successes of the army may be attributed. 
The question of comparative expense between the system of 
obtaining cattle for public purpo.seson contract or by purchase, 
has doubtless been instituted, and to the result of that inquiry 
the organisation of our existing establishments is probably- 
owing. Constituted as our army at present is, it would be unwise 
to trust entirely to contract for its carriage, and it must be de- 
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sirable to maintain all establishments autually kept up on the 
most efficient looting ; but at the same time, if, as seems 
probable, tlie influential men among the Bunjarmb and 
Rabbari'ce eai'riers, wlio liave olteii rendered such essential 
service to ihc slate, still exist, it would pfu’hnps be of im¬ 
portance to perpetuate the coniioxion, and to direct the officers 
of the (lominissai'iat Dej)artinenl, if this is not already thecaso, 
to keepup occasional eoiitmimicalions with them to |)rcvent them 
from falling altogether viiider the influence of wealthy native 
contr,actors, and to secure, hy ain’- acts of consideration it 
may be thought lit to grant, their aliaclimunt to their best and 
surest friends, the Uritish Government,” 

The iiiantiei' ia wliich the King- of Oude was 
“ going- on” made Lord Ellenborough very anxious 
for Nott’s presence at Lucknow. He accordingly 
resigned his military command (succeeded by 
Colonel Wymer), and, attended by a military escort 
of thirty sepoys, he proceeded to Lucknow. 

Previous to his departure Lord Ellenborough 
presented tlie General with ti very valuable sword, 
in the name of the Britisli Government—a gift 
richly earned, and every way suitable to the in¬ 
comparable soldier ; and JNott bade final adieu to 
the glorious “Army of Candahar.”* 

* At Iwigth the order was issued for breaking up the immense 
army wliiili bad now assembled at I'crozcpore, and the different 
regiments comprising it moved gradually off to tlio stations to which 
they had been ordered to proceed. 

Our more immediate comrades of the Caudahar division were 
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General Nott’^ credentials to the Court of Luck¬ 
now were calculated, if anything could be, to give 
the King of Oude a most favourable impression 
of the Envoy, and of the respect which the British 
Government bore to the Sovereign. “ He has,” 
said Lord Ellenborough, in the letter announcing 
the General’s appointment, “ commanded armies, 
always victorious, in the neighbourhood of Can- 
dahar, for four years, and has now, after taking 
and destroying (ihuzni, brought back his forces in 
triumph to Hindostan.” 

The General visited Kurnaul, after a dreary 
march, amidst continual heavy rain, on the 28th 
January, 184;i; and here he received intimation 
by the overland mail that her Majesty had con- 

separated from us, and of tLat army, the 40th Regiment alone 
remained at Ferozcjiore. 

Our Chief had liocn rewarded for his services by a high appoint¬ 
ment at the Court of the King of Oude, and on the 2nd of January, 
]843, previous to proceeding to assume its duties, he issued the 
following order to his companious in arms;— 

“ Major-General Nott, having rcccivtid permission to join tho 
appointment assigned him at tho Court of the King of Oude, cannot 
leave the Candahar force without returning his best thanks to the 
ofScers and men composing it, for the assistance he has constantly 
received from them, which has enabled him, upon all occasions, to 
uphold tho honour of our country and the reputation of British 
arms. 

“It is with feelings of deep regret and admiration that the 
Major-General now bids farewell to his brave and gallant comrades 
of the Candahar army,"— Captain Neil’s Narrative. 
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fenecl upon him tlie distinction of KiVighi' 
Grand Cross ok tiik Bath, departing from 
precedent, and overleaping- the earlier grades. 
A higher compliment could not have been paid 
to any officer for the most brilliant military 
services. Nott had been led to expect elevation 
to the rank of K.C.B., but he was indifferent to 
all honours of this nature. Often in his private 
letters he had expressed hovv slight a value 
he attached to honorary distinctions, and even 
now he c.xperienced no particular emotion. “ How 
little are the home people -aware,” he writes on the 
28th of January, “ that I would not give a straw 
for thes(! honours—or what they call honours. 
Every man [ meet comes up to congratulate me 
on that which I would rather not have. You have 
long known my dislike of these foolish things, and 
there is no change in me. i cannot well decline 
what our Queen has given me, but could I do so 
with honour and propriety, I would not liesitate.” 

But if Sir William Nott did not attach the ordi¬ 
nary value to the title and the decoration which 
proclaimed his great deserts, he could not be in¬ 
sensible to the very kind and flattering letters 
which reached him from the lilghest quarters. 
The President of the Board of Control, the Chair¬ 
man of the Court of East India Directors, the 
Commander-iu-Chief, and many others, eagerly 
pressed forward to offer their congratulations in 

VOL. IT. 0 
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terms which are alike honourable to their own 
feelings and to the object of their respect. A few 
of the letters written by the principal functionaries 
will fitly decorate these pages :— 

.h'roiit Ijtmt Fitxijerald DcVe^ei. 

India Board, December 5, 1842. 

SlH, 

It aS'ords me the higliest gratification to inform you, that 
her Majesty, appreciating your distinguished services in the 
gallant and persevering defence of Candahar, in the capture 
and destruction of Ghuznee, and in the pi’osecution of your 
successful march on Cabul, has been graciously pleased to 
confer on you the Grand Cross of the Order of tlie Bath. 

Her Majesty has not hesitated to give to you this mark of 
her moat gracious favour, although it is contrary to the usual 
practice, to bestow the insignia of the highest class of the 
Order on an officer, who had not been previously decorated 
with the Cross of Commander. 

I cannot refrain from offering my sincere congratulations to 
you, upon the honour thus graciously conferred by her 
Majesty, and I beg to assure you of the great pleasure which 
I have in making this communication to you. 

I have tlie honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your very faithful, obedient servant, 

FitzGerald D’Vesci. 

Major.General Sir William Nott, G.C.B., 

&c., 8lC., &L-, 

Fniiii Mujor-Gcncrol fdir J, L. Lmhiiujton. 

East India House, 5ih December, 1842. 

My dear Sir William, 

Though I liave not the pleasure of being personally known 
to you, yet I feel it quite impossible to permit the mail under 
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despatcli to proceed, without most sincerely congratulating you 
(both as Clhairman of the Court of Directors, and as a brother 
officer) on your successful march I'rom Candahar to Cabool, 
your brilliant victory over Slmmseddcen Khan, and your re¬ 
occupation and ultimate destruction of the citadel and fort of 
Ghnznee, nor have I less satisfaction in informing you that 
her Majesty and his Grace the Commander-in-Chief, have 
most promptly acceded to the recommendation of the 
Governor General, by conferring on you the Grand Cross of 
the Order of the Bath. 

Being a member of the Secret Committee, I am of course 
cognisant of all your correspondence with the Governor 
General, and you must permit me to express the high admira¬ 
tion I have ever felt for the firmness and decision you have 
manifested in that corresiiondence. more particularly in the 
noble determination you came to of withdrawing your army 
vi&, Ghuznee and Cabool, under circumstances and under a 
responsibility whicli might well have made you hesitate as to 
the course you should adopt, hut which only served more 
clearly to show forth the fortitude and courage inherent in 
your character, of the just confidence you had in the brave 
troops you had so long served with, and so frequently led to 
victory. 

It has atlbrded me the highest gratification to find, that the 
Governor General has taken the earliest opportunity of 
acknowledging your valuable services, by appointing you 
Resident at Lucknow, and in which situation I hope this 
letter may reach you; and that yon may long enjoy in health 
and happiness the honours wliich yon have so nobly won, is 
the sincere wish of, my dear Sir William, 

Yours, most faithfully and truly, 

J. L. Lushington. 

M»jor-Gencral Sir William Nott, G.C.B., 
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Frnm General Sir Jaajter Nicolls. 


My deab Sir William, 


Sirlitnd, 31st January, 1843, 


I must not be amongst the last to congratulate you, which I 
heartily do, on the high lionour conferred upon you, for your 
great and most valiiahlo successes in advancing, when you 
did, upon Cahool. Long may you enjoy this lionour, and all 
other marks of favour which may be attached to you for your 
late services—equal to any which j'ou may receive, I estimate 


the respect which your own army must eiiterlain for you. 

Your's very faithfully, 


J. Nicolls. 


M'ljor-General Sir William Nolt, G.C.B, 
&c,, &(•,, &c. 


luom Mr Mon(<tijH. 

Somerset llmise, LonJon, 


3ril Di'cemljcr, 1842. 


Mv DEATl NotT, 


Althougli cre this can reach yon, you will, I dare sa}', be 
well nigh surfeited witli compliments, I venture to tliink that 
under present eircuinslances, those of an old friend will not 
be unacceptable, if I can judge from the gratification it gives 
me to recal myself to your remembrance on so pleasant an 
occasion, not with a compliment in the usual accejitatiori of 
the word, but in the hearty congratulations I liave to offer 
you on the eminent part you have acted in the great drama 
whicli has been performing on our Indian stage: my tribute 
may he deemed insignificant, hut I claim to render it from the 
sort of pergonal and individual share I feel in the buna nuum 
(great name) you have given, not to the Indian service only, 
but to the corps to whose ranks we belonged. 

I need not tell you of the intense anxiety in England as to 
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the result of our Affglmu eontest, hut I cannot refrain from 
saying ]) 0 \r deeply I felt interested in it, from seeing its issue 
so mncl) deiiondent, humanly speaking, on the ability of one 
I have known so long as yourself. 1 may therefore truly 
say, that few Iiave rejoiced so sincerely in your success, and 
on the brilliant ])agc you have added to the annals of our 
Indian empire, than your old marine companion and friend. 
I will not trespass o?i yonr patience with comments on the 
vicissitudes of this lanienlahlo war, or on the glorious 
operations which have brought it to a close, which not many 
were sanguine enough to anticipate. You will have heard 
enough on the subject from our politicians at homo, as from 
those iiroi nd yon, and yon will learn from the papers the 
general oxultalion your exploits have raised through the land, 
and how the very walls arc placarded with your name, and 
those of your brother Chiefs. But my immediatcobject is to 
be among the first of your friends on this side the water to 
congratulilo you on the honours witli wliioh a grateful 
Government has rewarded your services. It quite rejoiced 
ray eyes to .see in this day’s ‘ Gazette,’ the highest Order of 
military merit conferred upon your name, and I hope to be 
one of the Kr~t to wish you joy on your “ blushing 
honours.” Honour also to the noble Governor General, who 
has not confined his acknowledgments to “ meeta bhaut,” but 
has placed yon in that post of eminent distinction, where, after 
enjoying iwhile vonr otiuin cum di/jnitale in the sunshine of 
an Eastern Court, yon may realise more speedily the means 
of retiring to the comforts of your native land. May 
health be given you to accomplish all you can desire in 
this respect, and much shall I rejoice whenever the oppor¬ 
tunity m.'iy be given me of renewing tliest; congratulations 
in parson. 1 hope your health lias not suffered by your 
prolonged sojourn in India, and particularly by the fatigue 
and anxiety which you must have undergone during the 
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last two years. Piay give me at your leisure the gratification 
of a letter, and tell me all about you and your.s, and what 
prospect you have of coming homo, about which you will 
probably not now bo so impatient. The many years which 
have glided by since I quitted the service have leridered 
me a stranger to almost every name in it, and I have 
scarcely a correspondent left, yet 1 have heard with great 
concern that you have suffered much from family affliction, 
and I can sympathise witli you, liaving been severely tried 
myself by similar trying dispensations. 

I am now left alone, with but one daughter, having had the 
grief to lose my son at Eton, by a most awful accident. You 
will, however, bo glad to hear, that in other respects, 1 have 
only mercies to acknowledge. The sedentary life T have led 
for the last seventeen years here, as a member of the Board 
of Stamps and Taxes, has, I am tlmnkfiil to say, not at all im¬ 
paired my health, though I begin to feel every year rather 
heavier than its predecessor, and we are both of us carrying a 
tolerable weight. May yours long seem light, and " your 
shadow never be less !” Adieu, and believe me, with cordial 
good wishes for your continued welfare, 

My dear Nott, 

Yours, very sincerely, 

H, Seymour Moktagu. 

You have just escaped being made an “ Irish member.” 
Some days ago, a motion was made in the Corporation of 
Dublin, to present you with the freedom of the city, as also 
to Pollock and Sale; but as party-spirit must needs mix 
itself up in all Irish matters, the motion fell to tho ground; 
but it was so well received, that it is to bo brought up again, 
and will, of course, be carried by acclamation. 

M«jor-Generat Sir William Nott, C,C.H„ 

&c., 
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t'mm Major Sir Willuim Lloyd. 

I/ondon, Dec. 5, 1842. 

My DEAF. !Nott, 

I will not permit tlio Overland Mail to pass witliout 
bringing you sincere eongratiilations from your old attached 
companion in arms, upon tlie honours vvliicli have been most 
graciously bestowed upon you by our dear little Queen ; you 
have faiily won them, and God grant that you may live long 
to enjoy them; the whole country rings in your praise; 
nothing is talked of but your gallant eondnet and persevering 
endurance uinler the most untoward circumstances, All are 
anxious to glean as much of your history as they can, and I 
am never ^ired In detailing what I know of you, and am proud 
to say that you are my friend, and have come up to what I 
long ago predicted of you. 

Your honours, you are aware, must die with you; it there¬ 
fore becomes a matter of consideration liow to perpetuate the 
facts of your glorious exploits in your family. Now this can 
only be done by adding something to your family arms as I have 
done, and if your family arms arc not already recorded, then 
you should take out a new grant of arms. The least expen¬ 
sive ]daii would be to take out a new grant at once, which will 
cost you about 75k or iOO/., and, if done well, furnish me with 
an account of your services from the period of your first 
entering the army. 1 will be your agent in the matter with 
much pleasure. Think seriously of this, and let mo know your 
wishes. Address me at Biynestyii, near Wrexham. 1 know 
the offioia -s in the Heralds’ College, and may be of use to you. 
Yours, always sincerely. 

My dear Nott, 

William Lloyd. 


Mr Montagu was an old friend, in whose judg¬ 
ment and influence Sir William had great confi- 
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dence. We therefore find him writing to that 
gentleman, to express “ his disappointment that 
some substantial recompense in the shape of a 
pension had not been granted, as in the case of 
Lord Keane,’" who was not a quarter so deserving, 
“ and begging of Montagu to obtain him a grant 
of land in Tasmania; for Cincinnatus longed to be 
again at his plough ! ” 

To Sir James Lushington, Sir William wrote as 
follows: 

Agiii, 13lh March, 1843. 

My DEAii (jenehal, 

Your very kind letter of the .'itli of Deeember, 1842, did 
not reacli me until after tlie departure of the Overland Mail 
for the last inuiith. 

It afforded me much g;ratificatioit to find that you approved 
of ray humble endeavours to he useful in Affghanistun, My 
chief care was to do all that was iieiiossury with the least pos¬ 
sible loss of our gallant soldiers. In this I hope I succeeded, 
as our loss under the circumstances was not as great as might 
have been expected. 

As it would be bad taste in me to refer to the original cause 
of our disasters at Cabool, or to state how much earlier the 


reputation of our arms might have been vindicated, I will 
merely assure you tlr.it I deeply apjireciate your letter, and will 
preserve it us one of the greatest honours I have received. 

I have to thank you for your kind expressions regarding 
Lucknow. Lord Ellenboroiigh, from the moment of his arrival 
in India, has treated me most honourably. 

I am, my dear General, 

Yours, most faithfully, 

W. Nott. 

IVInjor-General Sir J. L. Lualiingtonf G.C.I3,, 

26 Dorset square, London. 
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CHAITER VI. 

SIR WILLIIJI >OTT AT I.UCKNUW—liKi.'Jil’TIOX J)T Tllli KlKfi— 
STATR DI'<NEII—-SOTT <iOES TO AGRA TO BE INVESTED WITH THE 
INSIONU OK I'HE (HIANU CliOSS OF THE BATH—THE CALUMNIES 
OF THE ENGCISH PRESS RHEUTED—DISSATISFIED OFFICEES— 
NOTT’s BCDURE and KliCOMMENDATION—VOTES OF THANES IN 
BOTH HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT —LETTERS FIIOM VERT OLD 
FRIENDS. 

Cawnpohe is a Ikitisii military station con¬ 
tiguous to Lucknow. To this station the daugh¬ 
ters of Sir William proceeded from Calcutta, and 
here tlujy were received by General (now Sir 
John ) Grey, who commanded the division. The 
new Envoy arrived soon after them, with his son 
Robert, who was on sick leave. Alter a separa¬ 
tion of four years, a period of a most eventful and 
anxious nature, the meeting was truly happy and 
affecting. Sir William Nott was in health and 
spirits, apparently none the worse for his toils, 
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privations, and exposure to the extremes of heat 
and cold. 

Nott took lip liis residence with Colonel Weston 
during the two or three days of his stay at Cawn- 
pore ; but he was not suffered to enjoy a moment's 
repose. The house was beset with visitors from 
morning till night. Colonel Anderson and the 
officers of her Majesty’s oOth Foot called upon 
him (by permission) in a body —a most marked 
compliment. 

With characteristic ardour, Sir William Nott 
was desirous of entering at once upon his official 
duties at Lucknow, and would have made pre¬ 
parations for his march accordingly. But he was 
anticipated by the King. Notts character had 
travelled beJ'ore him, and his Majesty sought every 
possible means of evincing the pleasure he ex¬ 
perienced at having him at the Court. Magnifi¬ 
cent royal tents, innumerable servants, elephants, 
camels, horses, and all that could possibly be re¬ 
required on the march, were sent in charge of 
officers of state, who vied with each other to do 
the Envoy and his family all honour. At ditferent 
parts of the road, bands of music and guards of 
honour were stationed. Torches lighted the road 
at night—salutes were passed as the party passed 
by day—and shouts of welcome rent the air. In 
truth, it was a right royal progress. It lasted three 
days. On the morning of the third day, the 
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Prime Minister of Onde came forth to meet the 
Envoy, and escort him to Lucknow. In the even¬ 
ing, Sir William entered a carriage, which the 
King hed sent for him. and proceeded to Lucknow, 
honourably accompanied. He did not, however, 
enter the city, but was conveyed to the *■ Dil 
Koosha” (“ Delight of the Heart”), a palace and 
gardens outside of Lucknow, where he was neces¬ 
sitated to remain until the astrologers of the King 
should announce the date on which the meeting 
between his Majesty and the Envoy would prove 
auspicious. In the meantime the latter was visited 
by hundreds of persons, who had come far and 
near to witness tlie ceremonial of the first inter¬ 
view. And when that interview did come off, 
it presented a scene of the gayest and most gor¬ 
geous description. All the riches of the Court of 
Lucknow were lirought into requisition on the 
occasion. The King had a retinue of three 
hundred elephants, very handsomely caparisoned, 
and bearing richly dressed natives of rank, who 
sat on jewelled howdahs. It is the etiquette on 
these cecasions for sovereigns, and the represen¬ 
tatives of .sovereigns, to start simultaneously from 
their respective dwellings, and meet at an equi¬ 
distant point, that each may enjoy no advantage 
over the other. The firing a salute was the signal 
for the King to quit his palace, and Sir William 
Nott the Dil Koosha. The road and country round, 
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as well as tlie tops of houses and walls, were 
crowded with human beings, among wliom were 
many dancing girls, jugglers, and performers of 
all descriptions. The Honourable Company’s 
Regiments from cantonments lined the way, and 
of course the King made a display of all his avail¬ 
able soldiery. His Majesty was proudly attired. 
He was loaded with strings of pearls of immense 
size, and wore a cap covered with diamonds. His 
elephant’s covering was of mother of pearl, and 
his chattah (or umbrella) had a deep and beautiful 
fringe of pearls. When the two “ suns of splen¬ 
dour” met, the uproar was tremendous. The 
Nawaub and his party turned their elephants’ 
heads on joining the General, and the latter slipped 
into his Majesty’s howdaii, and was thus conveyed 
to the royal palace, scattering largesse on the road, 
which the mob eagerly picked up, regardless of the 
risk of being trampled upon by the elephants’ feet. 
Breakfast was served upon a splendid scale at the 
palace, and, after sundry ceremonies, Nott drove 
to the Residency, where he was to take up his 
abode. 

The Residency at Lucknow, all the houses of 
the assistants, the chaplain, the surgeon, and other 
officers forming the corps diplomaiup.ie (so to speak), 
adjoin each other, are enclosed by a high wall, 
and are at a short distance from the palace. 

Shortly after Nott’s arrival at Lucknow, the 
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King entertained him at a dinner of State. He 
had on this, as on all other occasions when he 
visited the King, carte blanche io invite all his staff, 
as well as all European officers, with their wives, 
who were then residing at Lucknow. There was 
always a great observance of etiquette when the 
King and the Envoy had to meet each other. For 
instance, messengers were despatched from one to 
the other to announce that each was ready to 
meet the other; and it would liave been a high 
crime and misdemeanour, if not absolute high 
treason, if one sliouid, by any inadvertence, be 
kept v'aiting for the other even for one single 
minute. On all occasions when the Envoy or the 
members of his family visited the King, bearers 
were .‘cnt to the doors of tiio carriage with lonjons 
(chairs of State), elaljoratelv ornamented with 
jewel.s, to bear them into llie King’s presence, and 
they were not allowed to set foot to the ground 
until they Avere in the presence of tlie King in his 
recepiion-room. \V’lten they arrived there on the 
occasion of this hist State dinner, the Envoy took 
the right-hand of the King, and the Brigadier com¬ 
manding the military cantonment the left, and so 
handed him to his seat in the centre of the table 
in the banquet-hall, and took their seats to his 
right and left as tliey handed him in. The King 
has always a set of dislies specially prepared for 
his own use, and it is his practice to send portions 
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from these dishes to the guests whom he wishes 
especially to honour, and among such guests the 
Envoy and his family were of course never over¬ 
looked. The parties who were thus honoured 
must taste of everything w’hich was thus sent to 
them from the King’s dishes. It seems almost 
needless to observe, that the strictness of Eastern 
precedence placed every guest at table according 
to his rank. 

During dinner various entertainments were pre¬ 
sented. The Nautch girls danced to the strains of 
Eastern music, and the Rustums, in chain armour, 
and with their clubs, also exhibited themselves. 
After dinner, the King, the Envoy, and the rest of 
the party retired to the verandah. The river, run¬ 
ning near to the palace, was enclosed so as to give 
it the appearance of a lake. Thousands of lamps 
and flambeaux illuminated the palace gardens and 
grounds, and gave to the Nautch girls, who again 
appeared in tents of gauze erected on the boats 
that were floating on the artificial lake, the appear¬ 
ance of fairies as they executed their light and 
graceful dances. There was a brilliant illumina¬ 
tion exactly o]iposite the verandah in which the 
party were overlooking this gorgeous scene, .which 
caused considerable amusement to all the Euro¬ 
peans present, and not the least considerable to the 
Envoy and his family; it shot out in beautiful jets 
the following words—God save Sir William Nott 
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and the (iaeeii of England.” Besides the illumi¬ 
nation there was a splendid display of fireworks, 
such a display as is never seen in England ; not 
that the English may not be equally good pyro¬ 
technists. but because they have not Eastern wealth 
to furnish them with the means for such a display. 

Coronation-day is a great day at the Court of 
Oude. (.)n each anniversary of that day the King 
receives Iris crown afresh from the hands of the 
Envoy. The ceremony takes place at the corona¬ 
tion room in the palace. The King’s throne, which 
is of the most gorgeous description, is on a dais at 
the head of the room, and a chair is placed to the 
right of it for the Envoy. No one is allowed to be 
seated on the dais or in the room, except the King 
and the Envoy. 'I’he King’s relatives and his 
ministers of state take their stand at the foot of a 
flight of steps which load up to the throne. On 
this day tlie Chiefs of Onde ])ay their tribute, and 
on the present occasion the steps leading up to the 
throne were piled with money bags. On presenting 
it the Chiefs make their obei.sance to the King by 
kneeling and touching in succession all the steps 
leading up to the throne. The.se bags were u.sed 
by all who were fortunate enough to gain a place 
on them, as a vantage ground from which to witness 
the ceremonies that took place. The crown was 
handed to the Envoy by the Chief Moolah, and by 
him was placed on the head of the King. This was 
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no sooner done than the room rung with cheers, 
and the cheers within were answered by the firing 
of a royal salute without. At the same time, 
dresses of honour were distributed to the principal 
Chiefs, and officers of state, and also to the King’s 
European Aide-de~Cainps. Tlie appearance of the 
English officers, dressed as they were in uniform, 
received a rather grotesque addition when they 
were clad in the loose robe, the shawl, the turban 
and sash of the East. Money, with seed pearls, 
and other small jewels were scattered abroad in 
abundance, among ail the parties who were in the 
room. 

After this an adjournment took place to the 
verandah before mentioned, where a similar scram¬ 
ble of money was made among the populace gene¬ 
rally, accompanied by the cheering fun and jollity 
which is the usual attendant of such scenes. From 
the verandah the party adjourned to the breakfast 
room, the King having given to the Envoy the same 
latitude of invitation with which he had honoured 
him for his inauguration dinner. After breakfast 
there were several Elephant fights, and the ve- 
randah was again used as the most convenient place 
for witnessing this I'lastern mode of amusement. 

The circumstance before particularly mentioned 
with regard to the illuminations, will haVe shown 
that the Envoy was looked on by royalty at Oude, 
as being himself, little, if at all, short of royal. 
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and his whole staff and outfit was in full keeping 
with all revealed ideas of Jdasteni grandeur. JNo 
less than forty (Uiobdars (silver sticks) M'ere 
assigned to him, and the rest of his attendance was 
on a proportionately extended scale. 

'1 here is another day at the Court of Oude which 
is also kept rvitli great observance — the anniversary 
of the [ate King’s death. The mausoleum is sur¬ 
rounded by beautiful gardens, and in the same 
building with it are bath rooms, fountains, sitting 
rooms, ttc. The tomb it.scif was on this occasion 
most splendidly illuminated, while the entire pile 
of building in which the inansolcuin was, and also 
the sufoundiug gardens, were lighted up with 
scarcely less brilliancy. Festivities of various sorts 
were indulged in, and the, whole was well calculated 
to recal the ‘ carpe diem ’ and death’s head and 
cross hones of a Komau feast. Food was laid upon 
the tome, and at its side, the horse and syce of the 
departed King awaited his resurrection. 

Sir ^Vdlliam Nott was .scarcely installed in his 
new office, before he began to address himself to its 
duties witli earnestness and zeal. He had two 
assistants, Captains J. Shakespear, of the Artillery, 
and Captain George, lIolling.s, of the dSth Native 
Infant!’). The latter officer had been his interpreter 
and Quartermaster when Nott commanded the Regi¬ 
ment, aid he held him in much esteem. At Luck¬ 
now als:) was Captain (afterwards Major and C.B.) 

VOL. 11. 
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Scott, of the 38tli, the Paymaster of Pensions, a 
mail who, as has heeii already sliown, enjoyed 
Nott’s unqualified esteem.®’ 

Before Sir William had been a month at Luck¬ 
now, he was .summoned to Agra by Lord Itlleii- 
boroug’h, to receive the iiivesliture of the Grand 
Gro.ss of the Bath. He reached the City on the 
11th of March, having- left his daughters at Luck¬ 
now. But his loudness for, and his habitual 
confidence in them, forbade his allowing many 
hours to elapse without coninmnicating the fact of 
his arrival, and the circura.stances which followed 
immediately upon the event. 

I urn ill ivlial i.'i gcnerully calk’d llio Governiiioiit House, 
which is largo (.’nongh for a hegiiiient, of'Cavalry—horses niid 
all. Lord Bllciihorough is some miles-, off in the fort. He 
Jias just eome tlirough the snu to sit awhile ivith me. Well, if 
lie takes so much trouhic to call upon u jilebeian, I cannot 
help it. The more I see of him, the nun c I like him ; lion: lung 

wo shall agree I cannot say. B-has not yet arrived, but 

is e.xpected dawk in a day or two, when 1 shall be released 
I told Lord Ellenboi-ongli that T wanted rest and sleep. He 
said, “ Yes, but T have, a party this evening, and will send 
my carriage for you. You really must conic.’ When shall 
I be ill my cottage. The ceremony of the investiture is to he 
one of the grandest ad'airs that ever took place in India. 
Neither trouble nor expense is spared in the preparations, and 

* Had the Envoy lived lio would, no doubt, have exerted himself 
to provide for the cliildrcn of this lamented officer, who died prema¬ 
turely, leaving a large ami liolplcss family. 



OF SIR WILLIAM NOTf. 


211 


hiindriids o:'))ccijile ure daily at work in tliii Ibrt I'or the occa¬ 
sion. I arn asked wliy yon did not conic to sec what has never 
licfore been seen in India, and what will be worth coiniinj; 
1,000 miha lo see. Afy answer is ainiplo enough—‘‘1 was 
not aware if such great doings." f scarcely^ know' what I am 
scribbling, so many visitors, and my eyes closed for want of 
gieop. 

Vhnirs, 

^V, Nott. 


Miss Nott, Liiclnoiv. 


It. wfis I.ortI Elleviborotio-h’s wislt tliat Sir Wil¬ 
liam .sliould remain I'or some days at xVgra, and Sir 
William mris only too bappy to yield to one who 
seemed to take pleasure in his .society, and to dis¬ 
play his ajipreciatioii of the Envoy’.s ('Xce.lleiit cpia- 
lities.* IS ott went four mile.s every day from Agra 
to dill ! with the (iovoruor (Icnerid, returning in 
tlie cv;niiiig. Lord Etlcnborougli freely consulted 
him oa many iin[)OVtunt subjects connected witli 
the a"my and the ailministration of India. At 
this time Sir Cliarle.s Napier was preparing to take 
the held against the armies of Scinde, and Lord 
Ellen borough took coumsel from Nott re.specting 
the appointment of a second in-command, an office 
in itself, a,s the Duke of WcllUigton has more than 


* .Sir William goomed very Roiisilile of Lord Elleiiborougli’s kind- 
ncss. llo writes, on the 17lh March, expressing Ids wish to get 
l uck t.) Lueknow. l.mt adds; “ Hut what eau. I do? .fie is so kind 
and l.'eats me uith so much warm frleudsldp that I cannot dimy 
him a ly n queat he makes. T liav'e much to tell you when wc meet 
about that, noble i/entleman." 
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once shown in his wonderful despatches, of very 
little consequence while the chief survives, but de- 
niaudinq in tlic incurnbeiit great military abilities 
in case of the death of the principal commander. 

We may be sure that Nott’s advice was freely 
given and [iromptly adopted, but Mcanee was won 
before any special secoud-iu-coniinand could be 
despatched. Colonel Pattlc, who held the office at 
the time of the engagement, satisfied public expec¬ 
tation. 

Among tlic various mutters referred to Nott, was 
the construcliou aud distribution of the sepoy lines 
of huts so as to prevent fires and sickness. The 
remarks of the Ceneral on this .subject will be 
treasured by all commanding officers of se|>oy 
regiments wdio may read his letter. 

.Agia, KJih Mai-di, 1843. 

My Loud, 


I am sorry that 1 was not at homo when your Lordship's 
note of tin's morning was received. 

I have just read the two last paragraphs of the aecoinpaiiy- 
ing letter. The iiuniher of tires whicli occur yearly in military 
cantoninent.s, and tlie loss of property to our native army is 
lamentable, and greatly to bo regretted ; and if any mean.s 
could be adopted for the prevention of this, without entailing 
an enormous and undefined expense on Government, it would, 
on the principle cf humanity alone, bo (le.sirablo; but I think 
that the Govi'rnment cannot afford, aud cannot be expected 
to incur such an outlay, and thei-e is a rule applicable to all 
armies in the world, which, I think, cannot, and must not be 
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lost sight of; Tievci’, on any account wliatevcr, to interfere, by 
stojipages or otherwise, with tlic pay granted by the State to 
the soldier. Our native army in particular cannot, and will 
not understand the motive, the liumanity, or the expediency 
of such an interference; I trust, witli reference to se])oy lines, 
it never will be attem|ited. 

It is f tliy and completely in the power of otHcers in coin- 
inand of llegiments, with the assistance of their staff, to 
prevtMit all the inconvenieneies stated, with the one exception, 
of tire. It is the duty of llie Comnianding Officer, the 
Qaartermaster, and the Keginieatal Officer of the da 3 ', as 
well as the Captains of the Companies, to see that the men’s 
huts are piopuiiy built, and that nothing is done or allowed 
which tati be prejudicial to the health of the men. Tlii.s is 
wl at I wotdd call interior economy, and on which Govern¬ 
ment ought not to be tionhlcd, as the authority of Conimaml- 
ing Olficers is ample, and it is the duty of Generals in 
coiiinnind of divisions, to see tliat all proper itrecaiUlons and 
arraiigeinoi.ts are canied into effeet. 

I coneeive that the'sickness at Barraekpoi'c is nut at all to 
he attr hnted to the state of the sepoy linos: — 

1 si,-—The climate ot Jlcnnal is not at all congenial to ilic 
constitution of the natives of the n[i|icr province'. 

•flndiy.—The very great sickne.-,' in the corps slutinned at 
BarraekjKire, jiroeeeds from tlie ('uleutta and Fort William 
duties About 800 or IDOO men nre sent, inonllily, on duty 
U> Fort William, wliere liiey have not, or had not, at the 
period I U’as at the l’re.sidcney, ])ropor covering or barracks 
allowed them ; what is generally called the gale, and other 
duties, were weekly, and the men wore constantly on duty, 
and when relieved froin sentry threw themselves down any- 
wheri! on the damp ground to sleep and take some rest. In 
two e.ases out of five, in the rains, they awoke with lover, 
and tot a day passed witiiout a boat-loud of these unfbrtnnate 
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meiA being sent I)iick to Barrackpoi'e, and, ultimately, such 
is tlie eficct of Bengal fevers, for months to their native vil¬ 
lages in soai'ch of health. 

Tiled huts would be .a preventive, a.s far as fire is concerned, 
but the straw roof is much cooler, and the former ■will not, 
without almost daily repair, keep out the rain, and nothing 
engenders sickness more than this continued leaking of 
huts. 

Surely nothing can be easier than for Commanding Officers 
to prevent this interior digging of bats below the level of the 
parade ground, and It is the duty of Generals commanding 
divisions to see ibis strictly observed. 

Tliese are not the things required to render our native 
soldiers happy, comfortable, and contented. The sepoy is 
treated by Government with every indulgence; his pay is 
ample; if bo distinguisbos liiin.self in action he is rewarded 
and honoured as no other soldier in the world is. He has the 
constant iiidulgcnee of furlough, and if bo dies on service his 
family isnohly provided for. What greater hold can a Govern¬ 
ment have iqion tlie aflections of tlie gallant sepoy, who is 
fully sensible of tliose advantages. 

What wc require to render our native army happy and 
contented is for Comnianding Officers of Regiments, and par¬ 
ticularly Ca])tains of Conijranies, to see to the comfort of their 
men, to lake a real conccn-n in their aH‘air.s, and patiently and 
kindly to listen to their little complaints, however absurd 
they may be in reality. What a return they' would receive in 
the hour of trial and danger. Nothing cun more exemplify 
and prove that the press is fast midcrinining the discipline 
ot our native Army than letters, similar to the ])rlnted one 
enclosed. The exaggerated contents of theso lettcr-s are read 
to oni' men, and llie natniv of man is jirono to discontent. 
My opinion is,—leave well alone, and never touch a soldier’s 
pay. 
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My Lord, I have scvibhled these lines at the moment of 
veceiviiig youi' Lordship’s note, and I hope you will excuse 
the manner. 

The ceremony of investiture was one of great 
splendour and interest. Il took place at sunrise, 
in the piilact; of the Fort of Agra. A comsiderable 
number of persons bad been invited to witness it. 
There wns a grand public breakfast in the morning, 
a public dinner, and finally a ball and supper— 
“ all very tine and delightful to the spectators and 
partielpators, but somewhat irksome” to such a 
modest man as Sir William Nott. Sir George 
Pollock .’ect ived the investiture at the same time. 
When required to speak after the conclusion of the 
ceremony, Sir William, in the jircsence of assembled 
hundreds, told the young officers who had been 
invited, that from seeing him so .situated that day 
they might draw eucourugement, and he excited to 
perstwero in their ciideavonrs to gain a thorough 
knowledge of their profcs.sion, for that he, an nn- 
patronisi'd man, the son of a plebeian, that clay 
received an honourable order, whic'h the first nobles 
in the land, aye, the sons of Briti.sh Sovereigns, 
fc'lt pride in wearing. '' 1 stand before you,” said 
Nott, in bis earnest manner, “ an evidence that 
in Ihig ancl the road to the highest honours is 
not clcscd to any individuals, however humble 
their cndginal positions, provided that they have 
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some merit and talent, and opportimitjj for their 
display.” 

A day or two after the investiture, Lord Ellen- 
borough sent the General the Candahar and Caubul 
medals, begging- that he would wear them on his 
entry into Lucknow. His return to the Residency 
with all his blushing honours thick upon him, was 
signalised by a cantonment dinner and ball given 
to Sir William and bis daughters by the officers ol 
file .station. Llie .scone at the ball was most im¬ 
pressive. Many of the officers who had served 
with Nott at Candahar paid him short visits at the 
Residency soon after. Lieutenant-Colonel William 
Andonsoii, n lio had done such good service in com- 
niaud of the Artillery, was there ; and so was Major 
Rawlinson, the rare “ Political,” who had happily 
maintained his position and the regard of the Envoy 
at the same time, for he knew exactly where the 
line should be drawn between the administrative 
and the executive, and never usur[)cd the preroga¬ 
tive of the military chief. 

Sir William iVott had not been many days at 
Lucknow before he was called upon to take a very 
prominent part in vindicating the character of the 
troops who hud served under him in Aifghanistan. 
The political party in England opposed to the 
Whigs had, through their organs of the press, 
indulged in e\ery species of hostility to Lord 
Auckland’.s opei-atioms in reference to Aft'ghauistan; 
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but latterly the same press had altered its tone, 
and rendered all due credit of the measures of 
Lord Ellenborough. the Tory, who had replaced 
or succeeded the Whig. Now the Whig press, 
in its turn, became unscrupulous, and influenced 
or sustaiiied by the exaggerated representations of 
hiijhlij imoginalive correspondents, put forth innu¬ 
merable libels regarding the conduct of the troops 
under Nott and Pollock, when retiring from 
AtTghanistau. As soon as these vile slanders 
reached India, the Governor General called upon 
Sir William Nott and Sir George Pollock to reply 
to them. The answer of Sir William Nott deserves 
to be iuscrilred in letters of gold upon the purest 
marble. It filled Great Britain with admiration of 
a mail whom the people had learnt to respect and 
glory in as one of the best .soldiers of the State, 
and comjrletcly reassured the public mind :—. 

li , t'iinlicfillOK <>J the hoiWlO' of his 

. I nil I/, 

Lucknow, April 4 , 1843. 

S.u, 

I 1)3 VO the lionour to acknowledge llio rreeipt of your letter, 
No. 817, of the 29tli nit., calling upon me, by directions of 
the Right TTon. the Ciovcinor General of India, to report 
upon certiiiii excesses said lo have been committed by the 
British troops on retiring from Aflghanistan. I will confine 
my remarks to that veteran, gallant, and bigbly disciplined 
army which I had the lioiionr to command for so long a 
pt i'lod, and I will h-.ive it to niy gallant comrade, Sir George 
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Pollock, G.C.B., to defend the honour of the troops he com¬ 
manded. 

I. I am called upon to state “upon what private property 
and upon wliat private Imildings, injury was inflicted by my 
orders, or under my toleration, at Ghuziiee.” 1 answer, upon 
none. 

lam desired to state, “ whether unresisting individuals 
were destroyed in cold blood, for mere vengeance, or whe¬ 
ther women were either violated or murdered for their orna¬ 
ments?” 1. will endeavour to suppress my scorn and indig¬ 
nation while 1 shortly reply to this charge, or suspicion, or 
whatever it might be called by the persons from whom it 
emanated. And this is the return made by the people of Eng¬ 
land, or rather, 1 would believe, to a few individuals, to the 
gallant Camlahar aiiny—that army which was for so long a 
time neglected, but wliicli, ncvertlicless, nobly upheld our na¬ 
tional lionoiir, and during a period of four yeai's acted with 
the greatest forliearaiico and himiuuity to the people of 
Aflglianistai). 

(Jhii-^nee. —Cofjnei Palmer, at the head of a brave garrison, 
surrendered Gliuzuec to various tribesof Aftghans. The city 
was occupied by these people for months j it was vacated by 
the enemy on the nrrivul of the army under my command. 
On its being entered by the British troops, it was found that 
not a single person was in the city, neither man, nor woman, 
nor child. There was no ])rope] ty, and I do not believe tliere 
was a liousc left completely standing in the town; the wliole 
had been unroofed and destroyed by the contending Aflghaiis 
for the sake of ilie timber, &c. 1 have said tliere wore no 

iiilmbitants in Gliuzneo, and therefore “ unresisting individuals” 
could not have been “destroyed in cold blood,’ women could 
not have been “ inii rdeied and violatcil for their ornaments.” 
These, I boldly say, are gros.s and villaiieus falsehoods, wboni- 
soever they emanated from. I ordered the fortifications and 
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citadel of Cihnzneo to be destroyed. It bad been the scene of 
tieacln ly, nuiti ation, torlnre, starvation, and cruel murder to 
our uiiresistiti" and imprisoned countrymen. Look at the 
contrast—s ec the conduct of llie noble Britisli soldier—and are 
calumny and gross falsehood to rob him of the honour? They 
shall not ivliilo 1 have life to defend his fame. 

lionti .—The extensive village or town of Rosa is situate 
about two miles from Glmr.ncc, and is lovely to beliold. When 
tliis city wi s taken by tlic force under my command, Rosa 
was full ol aihabitants, men, women, and eliildrcn; my troops 
were encamped close to its walls; its gardens and its liouses 
were full of pro|>erty ; its barns and farm-yards were well 
stored ; its orchards were loaded with frail; its vineyards bent 
lieneatb a riclt and ripe vintage; tlie projierty taken from our 
murdered soldiers of thelJliuzncc garrison was seen piled in 
its dweUiiig:. 'Wore not these tcinpling objects to that soldier 
who had I ndcM'gono four years of iatiguc and privation. 
Some i.f th'?so soldiers had seen, and all had licard, of the 
treacherous murder of their relations and comrades by these 
very people—-but why should I <uilarge? Four days the vic¬ 
torious Caiidaliar army remained encamped close to this 
village, will all these tcmiiiatloiis before it, and at its mercy, 
but not a particle of aiiytliing was taken from the Afi'ghans; 
the fruit brought for sale was paid for at a rate far above its 
value,no men, no living thing was injured. Much more I could 
say, hut so much for tlio nolih- British soldier for Gluizuee, 
and for tlic beautiful, rich, ajid tempting town of Rosa. 

1 did not command at L'abul. 1 did not interfere in its 
concern#. I never was in its bar.iiars. My division was en¬ 
camped at a distance, with the e.xcoplion of one regiment 
against which corps I never received a complaint. My divi¬ 
sion wa.s not in Cahul after Sir George Pollock’s troops left 
it. General Pollock's army and my troops marched tlic same 
day. No man under my command was ever detected in 
plundering 'vilhunt being immediately punished. How am I 
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to iiave ]i.atiei)ce to reply to “ whetlier Atlglians were per¬ 
mitted to be wantonlj' treated or murdered?’’ Is this a pro¬ 
per question to ]uit to a British general officer, who has ever 
had the honour of his country uppermost in his mind, and 
deeply impressed upon his heart? “Permitted,” indeed. Is 
it supposed tliat I am void of religion, that I am ignorant oi 
what is due to that God whom I have worshipped from ray 
childhood? Am I thus to have my feelings outraged, because 
a few people in India and England liave sent forth villanoiis 
talsehoods to the world? I have confined my reply foi’ the 
jiresont as much as pos.sil)le to the questions in your letter. 
I will only further say, that never did an army march 
through a country with loss maruuding and less violence than 
that which I eommanded in Lower Affglianistan. 

T put down rebellion, and quelled all resistance to the Bri¬ 
tish power, in spite of the fears and weaknesses of my supe¬ 
riors. By mild, persuasive measures I induced the whole 
population to return to the oiiltivution of their lands, and to 
live in peace. I loft them as friends, and on friendly terms. 
Ou my leaving Candaliar no man was injured or molested, no 
man was deprived of his properly, and my soldiers and the 
citizens were seen embracing. It is on record that I informed 
the Indian (iovermnent that I could hold the country for any 
time—^it is on record that I informed Lord Auckland, as fur 
back as December i84l, tliat I would, vrith, permission, rc- 
oocupv Cahul wiili thu force under my command. There 
was nothing to prevent it Imt the imiiccnuntable panic whieli 
prevailed at the seat of government. And now 1 am rewarded 
by a certain set of people in England taxing me with that 
which would ho disgraceful to me as a religious man, as an 
honourable jrentlemaii, ami as a British officer. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

W. Nott, Major-General. 

To Miijor-Gencral J. IJ. Luinloy, 

Adjutant'Cencral of the ATm\% 
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Letters nearly similar in purport, but wanting 
in the spirit ut indignation which distinguished the 
above, Mere written by (lenerals Pollock and 
M‘Caskill 


7'Vo»i Mdjv.'-lJi:.wild John MHUisIciil, K.ll., late in command of 
llu! J 'liici' in Kohislaii, to Afiijor-Oi’iti’iid laimlcij, Adjiitant- 
(hai'aul if till’ Arnuj. dnlnl Ciinip, Muharukpoor, 2iid ApriU 
1S4.;. 

Sin, 

III iibodionce to llic orders of Ids Excellency the Coinraan- 
dor-in-tJlii i', conveyed in your letter to iny address, No. 816, 
dated 29tli Slarcli, 184.3, I have the lionour to report as fol- 
lows, iipoi tlie .several piiriieiilars tlierein specitiod:— 

1. At irliat lioiir the action at IstnlilT began, and when 
it ter nimited— 

The Htlack commenced between seven and eight o’clock in 
the inornl ig, and the firing totnlly' ceased in about two hours 
from that time. The place was completely in oiir possession 
by ten o’clock. 

2. Whether I ga\e up the town to plunder for a fixed 
nuinbor of hours, or suffered tlie troops to wreak veii- 
gcaiiec upon it in their own way, and as long as tliey 
chose'{— 

l\ly ii stiuctioMS from Alajor-General Pollock being to 
destroy the town by fire, I did not deem it iiccessai y to restrain 
the irooji.s employed in its capture from seizing siicli property 
as they might find in il. The 2iid Brigade was principally 
concerned in the action, and was not withdrawn to camp till 
about h;ilf-past four o’clock in the afternoon, wlien it retired, 
having heeii relieved by Brigadier Stacey’s Brigade. Dining 
a part o ' ilu ir stay in the jilacc, all the soldiers, sepoys, and 
camp-followers took [losscssion of whatever they found in the 
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liouses; but witli regard to her Majesty’s 9th Regiineiit, I am 
enabled to elate that, for three hours previous to retiring, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor asscnihled the llegiineiit in a garden, 
and restrained tiie [iluiider as much as jiossible. The articles 
chiefly taken by the men of that eorjis were quilts, nearly all 
of them haviufg lost their bedding during the advance to 
Cabool. On the tollowing morning, with a view to the resto¬ 
ration of order and discipline, I took inmisurcs for juitting a 
stop to the pillage, by sending Brigadier Tnlloeh with tlic 
2nd B rigade to relieve Brigadier Staeey's troops. Brigadier 
Tulloch’s orders were to patrol the place, and eN])cl from it all 
soldiers not on duty, and all camp-followers. Tboprovost- 
serjoarit, witli a detaeliracut of Irregular Cavalry, was posted 
in the town throughout the day, to aid in earrying these orders 
into effect. 

3. To what extent was the, town burned, and by wlioso 
orders ?— 

About one-third of the town was destroyed by fire, in obe¬ 
dience to the oi’ders of IMajor-General Pollock. My instruc¬ 
tions were to Imrn the wliole; but not more than the portion 
above stated was accomplisiied, the chief attention of the 
engineers and other officers employed having been directed to 
the destruction of the better sort of buildings. 

4. Treatment of the women ?— 

A single in.stance only of the niakreatment of a woman lias 
come to my knowledge. When the troops were finally with¬ 
drawn from the place, an officer discovered accidentally that 
such an act had been perpetrated, but it was not possible to 
trace the culprit. The conduct of the soldiers and sepoys 
towards the women was almost universally good. 

When the troop.s fir.st attained the highest point of the town, 
vast numbers of woiiicn and children were making their way 
up the mountain ; several men were lutorsporsed among them 
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and fin’d ui-ou oiii’ soldiers, wlio alistaim-d from retiiniing tho 
^.hots, lest 1. >uy dioiild iiijni'o !hc women. At tlie same lijiio, 
a con.jideral le number ol' women and children were so far in 
the rear tlni'; oui foremost troops, European and Native, were 
mingled with them, hut siiHeiaal tlicr.. to proceed entirely 
unmolested 

About filiy w omen (some of tlicm apparently of great rc- 
spectahility ; wei'e captured in the town. Thesi' were assembled 
by ordi r of Brigadier Tiillocli, and conveyed niider an escort, 
commanded by an oificer (Lieutenant A'igars, ol' the 9tli), in 
safety to oitr camp, where they remained dtiririg the night 
close to tin tei.t of tlio Chief, Ian l''i.slimi Khan, contiguous 
to my own, arut were sent next morning to one of his forts. 

When tl 0 '2iid Brigade rc-occu]iicd tho town on tiie day 
succeeding the storm. Brigadier Tullocli directed that all 
prisoners belonging to tho place who might be fimnd should be 
brought to ;lic .spot where ho liad established liis head quarters j 
and during' the whole Jay the sepoys of the 26th Native 
Infantry w..'re coiiJiietIng to this place, with cure and kindness, 
aged and i ilirm men and women, and young children, till a 
large numl er were collected. 

They were provided with food and warm covering, and were 
left in safety at that spot. When the troops witlidrcw next 
morning, they appeared gratcliil for the protection afforded 
them. 

5. Whether there w'ere any ca.ses in which Affghans 
w ere killed in cold blood, aiter resistance had ceased j if 
so, by whoso order ?— 

lam ill nily persuaded fliat no such case occurred. Our 
more advtnced troop.s, in rushing through the streets, were 
fired upon from some of the lioiiscs; they returned the fire, 
and in this way an irregular discharge of musketry was kept 
up, by w’hicli two or three old men, one woman, and perhaps 
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two 01 'tlirce cliiUIren, were killed: but this only occurred at 
(lie onset. 

Tiie troops on tliclr way tliioiigli the town found, in two or 
throe placc.s, small parties of the male inhal)itant.s, who begged 
!bi' quarter. Tliey were in every case protected, and brought 
along, to insure tlieir safety till opportunity offered of letliiig 
them go uninjured. 

Scarcely any coercion was necessary to prevent the jnaetice 
of cruelties. No disposition to it, but the reverse, was evinced 
by the troops, after the first excitement of the attack had sub¬ 
sided. 

While that continued, it is probable that ten or twelve un¬ 
armed Affgfians may have fallen a sacrifice. 

The 2nd Brigade, on withdrawing from Istaliff, formed the 
rear guard of the force. When calling in the picqiiets, a 
largo parly of Affghaiis suddenly appeared on the hill just 
quilted by the furtliest picqnet. Tlie Brigadier, supposing 
they intended an attack, ordered one of the mountain-train 
guns, which ho hud placed in position, to ho fired upon them. 
The shot did not lake effect, and it was immediately afterwards 
lierccived that these wore unarmed men, ajipaieiitly having no 
purpose but that of picking up the posteens and quilts left by 
the troops upon the camp ground. The Brigadier ordered 
that tliey shonld not be mole.sii.d, and they were unhurt, 
although within a few yards of our troops. 

6 . Capture and destruction of Charekar ?— 

On arrival at Charekar, the place was found to have been 
abandoned by (he inbabitaiits, and all [iroperty withdrawn. 
Pursuant to my instructions, T destroyeil the greater part of 
the town by fire; and the service on wliicli the troops bad 
been employed, being of a nature to excite in them a disposi¬ 
tion to plunder and violence, I issued the annexed orders, 
dated Clmrekar, 3rd October, 1842. Its effect was such as I 
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desired, by repressing disorder and restoring the proper dis¬ 
cipline of the force. 

I have al:o annexed a copy of an order issued by me, with 
similar views, previous to our arrival ai Istalill'. 

Besides tiic written instructiutis from Major-Ueneral Pol¬ 
lock, of wbieli I annex a copy, I received the Major-Generars 
verbal ordeis to the same effect, dwelling particularly on 
the destruction of Cliareekar, wliieli bad been the scene ot 
treacherous barbarity towards our ofticers and troops. 

I have, &e., 

(signed) .loiiN AI'CaskiCl, Major-General, 

Late ill Cuinmand ol'tlie Force in Kuliistaa. 

The/oltoii'iii'j is a cupu of ua Order isminl luj nir ri'shvininii a 
disposilioi. io ]dlla(je and riuli Hir, irhirli. iiinnijcstcd itself pre¬ 
vious lu lie (irnv(d of the T'orre at htaliff. 

(1). 0.' Camp, ne.ir Tiniiiia, 27ili iSepteinber, 1?42. 

The Miijer-Getioral feels himself called upon to notice, in 
terms of the most marked roprobalioii, the acts of outrage 
Conimilted ly some of the troops of this force during the two 
last marche-i. He Is not ignorant of the wrongs of some of 
our soldiers and many of their nearest rcliitions have been 
injured at the hands of the savage people of these villages; 
but it never can he siiifered in any army that troops 
should take the light of rciribulioii into their own hands. 
Such seenes would mar tho discipline which renders them 
superior to iheir enemies, and thus reduce tliem, first to their 
level, iind finally below it. The Major-General therefore 
notifies, that lie has directed the ])iovost-rnarshal’s iissistunl 
to punish summarily and severely any iitture acts of pillage, 
tmd calls upon all otfieers to jiut an end to iiregiilarities bj' 
a prompt and firm exercise of their authority. Tliis order to 
be read and explained to the troops before tliey are dismissed 
VOL. II. 0, 
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after their'mareli, and its substance to be proclaimed in bazaars 
in the usual manner. 

(A true copy.) 

(Si'^iji.d) John M’C.'askii.l, Major-General, 

ill CoiiiiiiaiKi of tliLi Furcti in Kulilslitii, 


CopiJ (if n iddi iiiidi !;'!(iii‘(l al (’Imn't’kiO', 'Ail OtUcihcr, 1842. 

Major-Geiioral jM'Caskili aniioniices to the troops, that in 
the destruction of Istalilf and Ghareekar, the objects of I’etribii- 
tion in the Kobislan contemplated by superior aiilliorily have 
been aeconiplisliecl; no farther example need be made, nnlcss 
punishment is provoked bv any attacks on cur columns as they 
march towards Caubool. Soldiers and followci's must there¬ 
fore understand, that from sunset this evening- they are 
expected to reliirn within the strictest limits of discipline. 
License and plunder must cetisc, and property and jicrson be 
strictly respected ; and the provoat-marshars assistants will 
be instructed to Hog; severely on the spot any soldier, sepoy, 
or native attached to the camp, who may be detected in any 
act of deva.statioii or violence. This order to be fully and 
immediately explained to corps tind jiroclaimcd in bazaars. 

(A true copy.) 

(^Signed) John M'Caskill, Major-General, 

I.atL' in Conmniml of tin; Force in Kohist.in. 


I’roni MaJi)i'-(ii‘iii'riil Sir (1. J’olhivl;, (f.L'.IJ., to the .lii()lit Hon. 
Lord Hlloiihoroitijh, (juvernor Ui’iicral of India, dated Allnlia- 
had, ‘ind .Ipril, 184:1. 

My Loud, 

I have had the honour to receive your Lordship’s letter, 
dated 23rd ultimo, iiitiraatiiig that disapprobation had been 
expressed at the destruction of the bazaar and mosque at 
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Cabool, anil of trees ; also, tlmt oxcessos Imve lieeii imputed 
to the troops. 

It is diffieiilt to grapple with vat^ue aiul anoiwinous acctisa- 
tioiifi again-t t'lc conduct of ilie Ircofis. Manv detailed 
.statements in iho ncw.si)ii]ifrs were entirely nnfonnded, and 
were got up wiili the sole olijcet of creating a sensation ; but 
I conftsis that, if individual and i.solafc'd instances of c.veess 
had ociiurrtd, ] .sliould not have been much surprised, com¬ 
posed, as all Indian armies arc, of sneli a lictcrogeneoiis mass, 
comprising all classes and castes, more tluin two-thirds of 
whom are cither public or private servanl.s atid adventurers, 
Avlio, though nominally i'ollowing some oeenpation useful to 
an army, proceed willi it for the sole piirjio.se of plundering 
wiien a favnurahle opporlnnity offers. Some excesses may, 
unknown to me, have been committed; hut I tvill venture to 
assert that no troops ever eondueted themselves with moro 
forbearance under such itnprecedenU’d aggravations; ])orhfips 
no army was ever placed in a more trying sitiiation. 

During t le whole conr.se of their progress towards the 
capital tliey had ocular proofs of the treachei v and brutality 
of a merciless enemy; hut r-till .1. am unable to call to mind 
any wanton, deliberate act ol iiiluimauity on the part of the 
troops, and eaniiot luit regret that tlie instances alluded to 
liave not h( en specified, as I may possihlj' he suspected of 
suppressing facts This, how'cver, I lieg to assure your Lord- 
sliip I have no wish to do. 

The feeling of the Hindoos against the Affglians was very 
naturally strung, in consequence of tlic latter liaviiig deprived 
the Hindoos of their caste whenever they came into their 
power; but no troops could feel otherwise llian excited at the 
siglit of the skeletons of llicir late brethren in arms, which still 
lie covering the road from Gundamuck to Caliool; and, as if 
the more to raise a spirit of revenge, the barricade at 
.Tugdiilluck \i'as literally covered with skeletons. 

U 2 
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Wliat I liavc stated above will not be considered as justifying 
excesses on tlie part of a Brilisli army, but it may be admitted 
in extenuation of individual cases. 

A few days jirevious to the inareli of a brigade under 
Brigadier Monicitli, an I'luropeau was murdered by the 
Alfglians at Jcllalabad. The destruction of Ali Bugiian by 
some men undci' Brigadier Monteilli’s command was caused 
by one of those sadden bursts of feeling', which, being %vhoUy 
unexpected, no precautions were deemed necessary; but it 
was a solitary instance, and occurred nearly as follows: — 
Some camp-followers entered the village, and having found parts 
of the dress of some of our soldiers wlio had been massacred on 
the march from t'ahool, a number of men proceeded to the 
village, witich was oveutnally Ipiirnt, whether accidentally or 
intentioualiy is doubtful. So very .soon was tlie mischief 
perpetrated that the Brigadier was hardly aware of it till the 
place was in dames. ]Te iiiunediatcly took measures to prevent 
a recurrence o'’ such scenes, and I wj'ote in strong terms on 
tlie subject. Suhscrjiient to that event, during the whole time 
llie Brigadier was dctaelied, I heard of no more excesses. In 
the instance ol Ali Bugliun, after a most minute inquiry, I 
have reason to believe that not a man, woman, or child was 
injured; and I know the greater part of the |)roperty was 
returncil to the head man of the village. 

In snhsi’qiu’iit eiigugeinents with the enemy, in the IMumoo 
Khail, Jugdulliiek, and Tcczecii, I neither saw nor lieard of any 
excesses. A report was circulated that an European was 
burnt alive at .Tngdulluek, and that two Aft'gbans were burnt 
in like inaiiner by our troops, in revenge; the whole of wliicb 
was an infamous falirieaiion. I am, &c , 

Gr.(). l*oi.LOCK. 


The Overland Mail tvhich brought the papers 
containing the calumnies of the press, at the same 
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time brought the ‘Gazette,' containing the an¬ 
nouncement of Brevet rank and other honouns to 
many of tin; ofheers who had been engaged in 
Aftghanistaii. Although the just expectations of 
many officers were realised in the ‘ Gazette,’ others 
felt that tlicir services had been inadec|uatcly 
requited, and they appealed to Sir William Nott to 
vindicate their claims to higher icward. Nott had 
some difficulty in resisting these appeals, for, like 
his great prototype, the immortal Duke, he felt it 
did not become a soldier to ask his sovereign for 
recompense. Lieutenant-Colonel Stacy was one 
of the number of the malcontents. Ripley and 
Sanders were likewise (most reasonably) dis¬ 
satisfied. Ripley was temporarily passed over 
by the accidental omission of liis name in a 
despatch, which omission was rectified as soon as 
ascertained, and the Brevet followed as a matter 
of course. The reply to Stacy's letter was a sort 
of summai y of the (iencrai’s \'icw.s. Both the 
letter of the Lieutenant-Colonel and the reply 
merit perusal:— 

Tiilty Ol.iir, 

Ciiil IS-n, 

Mv Di:au (jiiNKiui,, 

I hope you will pardon me for trouhliiig you in a lUiitter of 
sucli great importance to me. 

1 believe you have both the inclination and power to servo 
me; and under this impression, I am induced to ask your 
friendly consiilcration ami support. 
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You will have observed in the lionours conferred by her 
Majesty, puhlislied in the last Overland, my name with other 
Ooinpanlons of the Bath; whilst Wymer, more fortunate, has 
obtained a Brevet-Coloneley besides. 

Now as I believe Wyrner and myself stood equally well in 
your estimation, may 1 hope you will write a few lines to 
Lord Ellenboroujrh in iny behalf. If you would so favour 
me, I am conlident the Governor General would instantly 
back the recomnicndation; and thus rectify what I am vain 
enough to suppose has been an accidental oversight. 

It is (rue my name did not appear in the Ghu/.nee despatch, 
hut yon kindly and honourably mentioned me in that of 
Kandahar. 

I concliido \ou iiavo readied Lucknow. I hope you may 
keep your lieulth under the sudden transition from a most 
active to a most sedentary life, and from one of the finest 
to one of the worst of climates. 

1 am. 

My dear General, 

Yoiir’s -sincerely, 

L. R. Stacy. 


Dawk Bungalow, eii route to Agra, 

8th March, 1848, 

My nr,An Stacy, 

I have been favoured witli your letter of the Und inst. I 
sincerely congratulate you on being appointed, by our gracious 
Sovereign, a Companion of the Bath. After every action in 
Alfghanistan I, according to tlic best of my judgment,named 
in my despatches those oflieers wlio had opportunities of dis¬ 
tinguishing themselves, or whose corps happened to be con¬ 
spicuously situated. Having done this, I felt that I had no 
right, and could not have interfered with the arrangements of 
Government for conferring honours, nor did I see or hear 
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of the list of tlioac on whom promotion and honours have 
been conferj-ed until I saw it in the public papers. 

I deeply reg^ret to find so many officers expressing dis¬ 
content with the honours conferred on the armies lately 
serving in Affghanistan, and I think that these honours have 
been carried to a much greater extent than was before 
awarded to any British army. Compare them with the 
honours coi ferrcid on the gallant trooi)s iindor Wellington 
in Spain, alter all their great deeds! 

I think ( his is mere matter of opinion) that great injury 
has been done to the army by naming in the public 
despatches li'om Affghanistan so many officers, merely 
because thej ha|ipoued to bo with the army in tlie field, though 
not conspicuously engaged; iiiul I would ask what value an 
officer can jlacc upon medaks and lionours conferred by an 
approving (.iovermnent, if similar honours and rewards at the 
same time arc bestowed upon those wlio had not the 
good fortui e to have had opportunities ol distinguishing 
themselves. 

I coiicelvi! that the (Tovcrnmenl is the sole judge of what 
honours ougdit to bo coiderred upon its servants, and as a 
sincere well-wis'iier to the Bengal army, 1 dccjrly regret to 
find so many of my comrades calling foi- ])articular honours 
and promotions for themselves, instead of receiving, with old- 
fashioned modesty, and being satisfied with, ivhat is given 
to them by our gracious Sovereign, 

You arc not the only one in your regiment who has com- 
jilained. You are at liberty to say ihai tlicse are my 
sentiments. I care not who knows then:. 

Subalhoo, Fubiuary iJOtli, 1843. 

Mv DIAU GliNEK.VL, 

It ig now three days since, on perusing tlic Delhie Gazette 
of the 3?tid, bringing tbe Overland news and Gazette for 



232 


THE LIFE 


Aflfghanistnn serviue, that 1 found myself omitted amongst 
the Captains breveted Majors,-—sixteen out of eighteen, my 
juniors, some from six to seven years, and many of vvhom had 
been engaged but a short time in the war, which I had served 
in from its commencement, and whose claims are not stronger 
or even as strong as mj’ own : in fact, I appear to be the only 
full Captain mentioned in your despatches who has not re¬ 
ceived his Brib'd. 

Nothing I cun say can picture to you my feelings, and if 
I cannot gain redress on what I consider one of the heaviest 
visitations of injustice and degradation which can befal a 
Military man, casting slur and reflection on my character as 
an officer, all I can do is to leave, as quickly as possible, a 
service, in wliicli, under siicit unjustifiable supercesston and 
marked neglect, the bitterness of iny feelings, never to be 
overcome, will render me useless. This may be called strong 
language, but it i.s the mildest I can use after allowing my 
mind three days’ calm reflection. What can ray friends or 
broilicr officers tliink but iborc i.s good reason for this treat¬ 
ment which lias not come to light ? 

It i.s needless to rcniiud you that my name was first mentioned 
in Lieutcnant-Colouel Lane’s despatch, detailing the defence of 
Candaliai', a service wliicli I feel certain yon will allow was by 
no means one of the least important of the affairs which took 
place ill Affglianistan. I was again mentioned by yourself iu 
the Gliuznec despatch, and although omitted, by inistako, in 
the original of the Goaiuc despatch, you considered it just to 
me to correct tliis omission in a Inindsome note on ray behalf 
to Government, whicli was duly published. Why then, let 
me ask, in any fairness or justice liavo I been omitted amongst 
a brevet of company's officers, sixteen of whom are long 
my juniors, and tlius subjected to supercossion and degra¬ 
dation ? 

With the full conviction that, for the three years and a 
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half 1 served as your staff in the Aflghan campaign, you had 
every reason to be satisfied with iny conduct in all respects, 
and are aw'are that I left no exertions on my part untried to 
give satisfaction to yourself and niy (Joverriment, as also that 
I was u volunteer, on all occasions, to be present with you 
when yon left the garrison, though my duties in Candahar, as 
Fort Adjutant, in some instances prevented your allowing me 
this boon, I now appeal to you to sjicak in niy favour. I do 
not a.sk yon to seek honours for me, hut justice. I ask you, 
by your voice, lo protect me from snpcrccssion and dis¬ 
grace, us one who, thronghoiil the campaign, served you 
faitli fully. 

That you have the power, privately, hy a short statement 
of my case to the Governor General, I feel confident; but 
should yon object to this, you will not, 1 trust, refuse to 
forward ami back my nicinoriul to tlie Honourable Court, 
through the jiroper channel. 

There is. I am aware, the bare possibility that, on the 
receipt of your coi'rection of the onussion in the Goainc des- 
patcl), I nuy, having been again brouglit to notice, liave been 
recommend''d for my Brevet, but as 1 bave no means of 
ascertaining this point I must not delay in doing all in my 
power to sc’k redress. 

To _\on, and you alone, can I look for siijifiort in this 
appeal ; llirt yen liave tlie power, 1 again repeat, I feci confi¬ 
dent, and cannot but trust, and liojie, you have the will. I 
shall quietly wait a ro|jly to this, pre|)uring, in the mean time, 
my ineinerial. and with best wishes, my dear General, for the 
Itealth and w elfare of yourself and family, believe me. 

Yours, very sincerely, 

J. P. Ripley. 

P S. You are, I think, aware of my bad fortune in Regi¬ 
mental promotion ; twelve years a Regimental Captain, witli 
the cettain prospect of remaining one for .seven or eight years 
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more; at the present time every other Regimental Captain 
promoted to a majority supersedes me. 

You will forgive me enclosing you the acoompanying note. 
Times are indeed cdianged since jmu wrote it. I have care¬ 
fully preserved it, and if it can ever he of use to me I feel it 
will be tiow. I attach so much value to it that 1 beg you 
will kindly return it. 

Dinvk liungalon’, en route to Agrn, 
9th March, IfitS, 


]\Iy dear IllPI.E\, 

I have your letter of the 125th ultimo, and I can assure 
you that 1 felt regret in not seeing your name among those 
who received lirevet rank for services in AfFghanistan, and 
I slucorcly believe that no one deserved it more than your¬ 
self. 

T, after every tiction, in my dospatclies to Government, 
named those othcers ivho had had opportunities of dislingnlsli- 
ing themselve.s, and I named you more than once. Having 
done this according to the best of rnyjudgment, I felt that I had 
no right, and indeed could not have interfered with the arrange¬ 
ments of Government for conferring honours and promotion, 
nor did I sec or hear of the list of those officers on wliom 
honours have been conferred, until I saw it in the public 
papers. Nothing could have given me greater pleasure than 
to have seen your name among those who received the Brevet, 
as I can most conscientiously declare that your conduct, zeal, 
and activity, upon all occasions, c(iual]y de.served the mark 
of reward with many of those who have received it. 

f am, yours very truly, 

W. Nott, 


Ciin-.p near Meerut, 

28th February, 1843. 


My beau Sir William, 

I have been rather disappoitited at not being included in the 
late Brevet given to the field and other officers of the Can- 



OP SIR WILLIAM NOTT. 


236 


tlahar i’orce undor youv command. I should suppose it had 
been an ovei'si<;’lit, from the circumstances of my being the 
only Queen’s Regimental Major in either your favour or that 
of General Pollock who has not been jiromoted, but I am sure 
a kind word from you would remove all difficulties on that 
score, and insure to me some reward for my service in the late 
campaign in Aflfghanistan, which you have so successfully 
conchuled. 

My being second in command of the 40lh during the whole 
campaign, and having commanded the regiment on two 
occasions of considerable anxiety and danger (the affairs of 
the rear-guard between Look-anbaiul Gundamuk, and between 
Taindy Khaua and Alii Musjid in ihu Khybur Pass) together 
with niy being present in every action with tlic enemy in which 
the 40th wa, engaged, may plead my excuse for addressing 
you on the rubj( ct, and I am sure, from your recollection of 
me and the 40th Regiment, you ^vill leudcr me all iho assist- 
fineo ill youi' power. 

Colonel Ilibbort informed inc, heforc he left the regiment, 
that he had forwarded a letter to you, recommending me and 
other officer; of the regiment for promotion, hut as there had 
been no answer to that letter, it is feared the recommendation 
had not reached you. 

AVitli sincere congratulations on your late lionours. 

Believe mo. 

My dear Sir William, 

Yours truly, 

, 1 . Stopfobd, Major, 40th Foot. 

To JLijor-Coiicr.il Sir William Nott, G.C.U. 


My Dt.AU Major, 


.\gra, 11 til March, 1813. 


Your letler of the 28th ult. has just reached mo. I am 
sorry that you should feel disappointed regarding the Brevet. 
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1 have letters from many others on the same subject. I can 
assure you I never saw or heard of the list of officers on 
whom honours have been conferred until their names 
appeared in the public papers. You must be; aware that I 
could not possibly have interfered with tlic arrangements of 
Government in conferring honours and promotion. After 
every action in Atfghanistan in which tlie 4nth Regiment was 
present, I performed a most pleasing duty in drawing 
attention to that e.xcellent and gallant corps, and I felt a pride 
in doing so, for, in fair truth, a finer regiment, in field and in 
quarters, I have never seen. 

The letter you allude to, from Major Hibbert, regarding pro¬ 
motion, was received and duly forwarded, and I trust will be 
attended to. 

I sincerely hope that both the officers and men of the dOtii 
are in health, and doing well. 

The case of Major )San(ler.s, of the Eng-ineers, 
was one particularly flesorving of special considera¬ 
tion. He appealed to Nott in the following very 
proper terms : — 


C.mip, 

ilst Fuliruary, 184:1. 


My ncAii Gf.nukaj., 

Before my letter can reach you, you will have seen the 
Overland Mail, which will hring to you mueli intelligence that 
Avil! be gratifying, much also that will give pleasure to many 
that lately served under your command. If some also feel 
disappointment it is not to he wondered at, it is but human 
nature, and at best we .are had judges of our own deserts: 
will you then judge mine? 

You may recollect telling me you thought I sliould he 
honoured with Brevet rank for my services in Afghanistan, 
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for lliosc especially which passed under your comniand, and 
under your eye. You eonid not hnow how ardently this was 
desired by me, hut you would not have said a word to raise 
expectation if you had not thon;j;ht T deserved this mark of 
favour. 

I ma_v, iJoi hajis, bo pardoned for liavinc;' tliought it not ini- 
probable that I should be thus rewarded, but I liardly dare 
acknowledge how deep, how bitter is the disappointment I 
feel, at finding my name not included in the list of those 
officers of your force to whom the Brevet rank of Lien- 
tenant-doloiiel has been granlod. 

Tf tliis disappointment he in any degree participated in by 
you, it may be in your power, even now, to serve one of your 
Majors who has, perhaps, suffered in some degree from the 
non-publication of your despatch regarding Kulla-i-Ayaz, and 
the defiycd publication of your despatch regarding Kalee-shuk, 
by wri ing to Lord J^llenhoroiigh, ami expressing your regret 
at the omission of my name in the list of Brevets now pub¬ 
lished. attended by such notice of my services as you may think 
they deserve, 

I trust there is notliiiio’ unsoldierlikc in my letter. I write 
to an officer under whose eye I have, on at least ten occasions, 
been engaged with the enemy, besides those on which he em- 
jdoye.l mo on detaelicd duties, wlio is aware that I have 
sutfeied in their [lerfonmincc, and who can, better than any 
other iieison, estimate the real value of my services. Yet 
woul'l I jathcr bo understood to hope than to ask for your 
intci'oession in my behalf, for reasons that ]io one better than 
yourself can apiu'cciatc. 

My heart is too i’ull to write more. 

I am, 

My dear General, 

Yours sincerely, 

BuWAKO .SuNDETtS. 
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Immediately upon veceiviiio- Sanders’s kjtter, Sir 
William wrote, to l^ord Ellenborough, expressing 
hi.s disappointment that *• although Brevet had been 
given to many brave officers, it was not bestowed 
on that noble and scientific soldier,” 

“ It is true,” said the warm-hearted General, 
‘Hhat he has been highly honoured in being made 
a Companion of the Bath—u mark of royal favour 
which would, amt must, have fully satisfied him 
and his friends, had not other officers received the 
Brevet. I have always considered Major Sanders 
one of the best oHicers in the Bengal army, and his 
zeal, gallantry, and devotion (»n tlie field of battle 
was such on all occasions as to call ibr my admi¬ 
ration. Major Sanders received severe wounds 
while under my command—some of them very 
severe—and he still sulfers from their clfects. I 
have thought it my duty, however late, to record 
my opinion of .so valuable a soldier.” 

It is scarcely necessary to add that Lord Elleii- 
borough jiaid in.stant attention to Sir William’s 
wishes—nay, his lordship had anticipated them, 
for, fully alive to tlie merit of Sanders, he had 
written to the Pre,sidcut of the Board of Control, 
and the Major was consequently soon a Brevet 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 'J’hc recognition of Sir Wil¬ 
liam’s interference by Sanders is” a charming and 
most honourable letter:— 
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Ciimp, SekunJrii, 

.'Iril Maicli, ISja 

AIy DliAll (iENJZUAL, 

If’you blit knew i.lip jiloasuro your unto bad given mo you 
would 1)0 ^luliliL'd ; 1 dill tint rxiioct so kind it I'Ojily, and I am 
tliei'fit'oro the iiioi'o sensibly iinprcssfil by it. I cannot doubt 
that votir ap|ilication will be siicccssful, but even should it fail, 
much of the sling occasioned by, what 1 have been vain 
enough to think, the neglect shown me, ninst be extiactod, 
since von ■ sense of inv ilcsei L has been evinced in a inannoi’ so 
honoiu'ab c to niyself. Yes ! whatever the I'csnll, I shall be 
proud anil huj)py again lo svri\i' fiir the credit id'oiir army and 
such honour !)S a soldier may \i in, inidor my old successful 
commamler. rerha[)s the ojiportuniiy may not be far oil’. 

T will writ( nothing more. /Y long letter coidd not better 
express ny feelings, and I am too inucli wrapt up in the 
thought tf what you have done for me, audits jtrobaljlo in¬ 
fluence on my future fiiLc, to add a word on any other topic. 

I remain, 

Yly dear (Jeneral, 

Vinir.s sincerely, 

Edwahd S.tNDKnS. 

The llQtisc.s of rarliainent did not await the 
defence and vindication of the armies of Affghan- 
istaii, V Inch Generals iNott ;iiid Pollock had pre¬ 
pared. On the 20th of I'^ebraury the thanks of 
both IIoLise.s were voted to the Generals and their 
anuies for “the intrepidity, skill, and perseverance 
displayed by them in the military operations in 
Aft'ghanistan, and for their indefatigable zeal and 
exertions throughout the late campaign.” 
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The motion for the vote was introduced in the 
House of Lords by the Duke of Wellington, who 
entered at great length into a history of the war, 
and bore es])i'eial tribute to the merits of Sir 
William Notl. Alluding to the instructions he 
had received from Lord Ellenborough (and which 
Sir Howard J)ouglas in the other House properly 
declared were founded upon the French military 
policy —Reculev pour mieux the Duke said 

emphatically— 

“And lie must do Goneral Nott llm justice to say that lie 
had ni'ceptod lliese instructions most gulluiitly—(hear, hear)— 
and executed them to the letter with equal skill, i)roni|)titiitlc, 
judgment, and hraverv. (Hear, liear.) lie Iioriourcd that 
gallant officer for liis conduct. (JJear, liear.) He made no 
difficulties, lie offiired no objections: but he e.xectiind his in¬ 
structions to the letter; and he repeated, that tlie conduct of 
both parties did honour to them, and he trusted their Lord¬ 
ships would confer ujion them (the (iovernor General and 
General Notl) their unattiinotts uiid hearty thanks.” (Hear, 
hear.) 


The Marquis of Clanricurde also referred in 
particular to the subject of this biography— 

“ It is impossible for any one,” said the noble Marquis, 
‘‘ to read the hook (the Blue Book^ without feeling that 
General Nott was entitled to especial admiration for the skill, 
intrepidity, and firmness, with which he had courlttcted him¬ 
self throughout.” 
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It was in the House of Commons, however, 
where the name of Nott received the highest 
honour. Sir Robert Peel, vvho introduced the 
motion, warmly eulogised the fine qualities of the 
General, inferring the noble nature of his mind 
from the heroism, firmness, and simplicity of his 
bearing. Speaking of all the trying circumstances 
in which the General had been placed, Sir Robert 
said— 

“During the whole of the time lie wns crniiloyeil in these 
dangerous undertakings his gallant spirit never forsook him, 
and ho drjarat of nothing but vindicating his country's 
honour. (Loud cheers.) Sir, 1 do not wish to pay tliis com¬ 
pliment to General Nott solely on account of his military 
skill, but I say that the mind wliicli, under such circum¬ 
stances, could conceive such fine and noble sentiments as are 
contained in this letter* is one that ought to reflect the highest 
honour upon the gallant individual, und make that country 
proud for which his services were fn)|)Ioycd with such excel¬ 
lent effect.” 

And again, referring to the letter to the Go¬ 
vernor General of 2Ctli July, 1842, in which Nott 
expressed his opinion that notwithstanding the 
conduct of the Afi’ghan Chiefs, the army should 
leave a deep impression on the people of that 
country of our character for forbearance and 
humanity. Sir Robert observed that it (the letter) 
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“ reflected the highest honour upon the writer, not 
merely witii respect to his intellectual character, 
but also his moral character.” (Loud cheers.) 

The vote of thanks passed ncmhie conlrddicente. 

The public advices from England, gratifying as 
they were, do not appear to have been the only 
sources of pleasure to the Envoy at this happy 
period. Old private friends, from whom he had 
been severed by lime and distance, now reminded 
him agreeably of their existence, and of their cor¬ 
dial delight at his prosperity. Henry Wood, of the 
Bengal Civil Service, an old and valued friend, was 
among the first to offer his sincere congratulations. 
General Shubrick, an old brother campaigner, re¬ 
called to his recollection their younger days, and 
extolled, with all tlic warmth of a true soldier, 
Nott’s defence of his army from the calumnies of 
the English Cress. Sir William Lloyd, who had 
been with the General in the Muckie expedition, in 
1804—a right noble Welchman—and Mr Seymour 
Montagu, of Somerset House, erst ‘ Captain’ 
Montagu—a title he had dropped for twenty 
years—were also again among the friends whose re¬ 
membrance of him Nott especially valued. Their 
worth had given them an imperishable place in his 
heart. To Montagu, Sir William had written for 
the purpose of asking him to apply to the First 
Minister of the Crown for a grant of land in Tas¬ 
mania. Nott’s services had reaped for him no 
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pecuniary harvest; and now, deeming that ho was 
too poor to reside in England, and also conceiving 
that lie had ostuhlished a lair claim to the gene¬ 
rosity of Ills country, he thought that a few 
hundred acres of crown land would not be refused 
him. To spend the remainder of his years in a 
cottage, and follow his old fanning pursuits, had 
always been the wish of the General, and now that 
he was the tenant of a palac^c he more particularly 
desired the early realization of his wishes. Mon¬ 
tagu, however, who was most willing to serve his 
friend, pointed out the difficulties which presented 
themselves to the obtaining the grant, and sug¬ 
gested a more desirable cour.se than the expatria¬ 
tion sought by the old soldier “ tired of war’s 
alarms— 

" Should 1 fidl,” said Montagu (30tli October, 1843) “ I 
really think you will not have mncli to regret, and would soon 
find in vour ‘clay-built cottage’ in Wales ample amends for 
the boundless acres in an antipodean wilderness which your 
rusting sword might ploutrh up into fertility; and moreover 
these acres would require rather larger fiinds to stock and 
render productive, with even doubtful success, than would 
suffice to cheer the evening of your days in the comforts and 
society of your native land.” 

These observations seem to have had their 
weight, for we do not find Nott recurring to the 
theme. Circumstances which subsequently oc- 

R 2 
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curred in England may have contributed to the 
abandonment of the idea of a settlement in Van 
Dieman’s Land. 

We have seen, at the close of the first chapter, 
that Nott’s old friend. Sir William Lloyd, was 
solicitous al)out his choice of a coat of arms. Six 
months later we find the same good friend and 
worthy man recurring to the .subject, and taking 
some pains to further a matter which appeared to 
him to concern the dignity and the credit of the 
General. There is .something touching in the 
activity of a friendship which bad now endured 
for forty years and upwards undimiiiished by long 
absence. 

Biyncslyn, 

July ‘J7tli, 1843, 

Mv Dii/n No'i t, 

I reccivrd your lettor of llie ]3ili Fobriinry last, on tlie 9th 
May, and wa.-i glad to find you still onterlained the same 
feelings towards me as when wn served together on board tlio 
shijjs of war sent to convoy the lioineward-hound Indiamcn 
south of the line ; those were happy, happy times upon which 
1 look back with a i)ainfui regret, and a too sure certainty 
that such catinot come again on this side of the grave. Our 
spirits arc stili iiniiiipaired, but the worthless cases which they 
inhabit are fast decaying, and we must mingle with the dust 
in a few years,—such is our destiny. 1 often think I should 
like to have fallen on tlie field of bottle rather than in a quiet 
bed. I rejoice more tban I can say in the good fortune 
which placed you in a position to exercise those splendid 
military talents which have ensured you a name in history as 
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long as England holds her prominence among the nations of 
Europe, and with these sentiments I at once set on foot the 
inquiries, the results of which arc contained in the accom¬ 
panying letters. My opinion is that you should at once adopt 
the suggestions of my friend Harrison, both as far as respects 
the grant of arras, and supporters to those arms, by signing 
and transmitting to me the memorials enclosed in his letters, 
and if you will do so, and transmit to me the money requisite 
for that purpose, I will take care to see it done, and should 
there be any overplus of cash, dispose of it as you may here¬ 
after direct. Instead of the accompanying memorial, I sliould 
suggest that you draw one up yourself, and detail all your 
battles from Miickec to the present time, in order that they 
be duly recorded in the Herald’s College, but don’t delay 
doing so if you should adopt my views in this respect. 
I would have all the actions you served iu recorded on my 
Coat of Arms, or at least those in which you commanded, 
and may add dags, &c. over your Crest; a Bengal Sepoy and 
Affghan would be very ])ro])cr supporters. I wrote to your 
brother tor information, and received a very kind reply, hut 
he was, in respect, of health, not able to e.xert liimself in any 
way. Do lei me hear tfom you soon, and believe me 

Always yours 

most sincerely, 

W. Llo'yd, 


ntralir.s Collt-gc, Doctors’ Cominons, 
July lltb, 18-13. 

Deaii S)r William, 

I was truly grieved and sorry to bear so bad an account of 
yourself, as I had hoped long ere this you had quite iccovered 
that very unpleasant complaint, the inllueiiza. I sincerely 
hope the fine weather we have lately had will restore you to 
your accustomed health. With respect to Sir tVilliam Nott's 
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arms, I should suggest a new grant in allusion to his distin¬ 
guished services, but if you can get his brother to sign the 
enclosed letter, to have supporters granted to the General; then 
will come the enquiry as to the right of arms, or if you would 
prefer sending the enclosed letter to the General (pray do so) 
for his signature; but I think from his former letter to you, 
that he meant to go to the expense of having a new grant, and 
would, if you thought it right, remit you the money to pay the 
expenses of the patent; at least so I infer from the extract of the 
letter you sent me. You are of course aware none but the 
peerage and a very few individuals and the higher classes of 
the orders are entitled to use supporters, therefore those that 
may use them should ahvays avail themselves of the privilege} 
perhaps the Government would, under the peculiar circum¬ 
stances of the ease, allow the supporters to be used by his 
heirs male; in Sir Hugh Gough’s case, the Crown have 
allowed them to he used by the person that shall succeed him 
in the dignity of a Baronet. We have two families of Nott, 
one in Gloucester and the other in Worcester, and I have my 
doubts, from what I have heard respecting General Nott’s 
family, that it would be difficult for him to connect with 
either. I enclose you also Mr Noll’s letter, and if you can 
get liim to sign the letter on behalf of his brother, it will 
make a beginning in the business, and be the means of my 
getting it, as I have no doubt other persons have written to 
him on the subject. 

Believe me, 

Yours very sincerely. 

Geo, JlAnnisoN Bluemantle. 

To Major Sir \Viiliani Lloyd. 

Herald’s College, Doctors* Commoof?. 

July 24th, 1843. 

Dear Sir William, 

I have much pleasure in enclosing the best memorial I can 
make out from the materials relating to the family of Nott, 
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which I shall feci obliged by your forwarding to the General, 
together with the letter for siii>poiters I sent you a short time 
Bincc. Y.ni v\ iU have the goodness to get him to fix what sort 
of supporters (an Afi'ghaii and a soldier of his own Regi¬ 
ment would look well) he would like established to him, as 
well as what additional achievcuients be would like put in his 
arms, and twill attend to his wishes; the memorial and letter, 
when signed, is to be returned to me. The expense of the 
Grant of Arms is 7()/. 10s., and for the Grant of .Supporters 
54k I'fs., midting a total of 121/. 3s., tlien a ])airiting or so, 
a few gain ;as more, so you can tell him 130/. will be the 
outside of the expense, which 1 think be stated be would 
remit you if you thouglit it reijuisite uiul proper be should 
have these lionourablo distinctions in liis arras, and I bear 
you will siy you do tbiidt so. With best thanks for the 
trouble you have taken for uic, 

Believe me, 

Yonrs greatly obliged, 

Gro. ILtiitiisoN Bi.uKMaNTLi:, 

To iMujoi* Sir .Villiam Lluj-ti, 

&c. 


Mv Lokd Duke, 

Her Jlajesty having beet) pleased to noininatn and consti¬ 
tute me to be u Xnigbt Grand Gross ol' tlie Most Honourable 
Military Order of the Bath, and the First Class of the said 
order being eiititli:d to all the privileges wldcb the Knights 
Corapatiioiis thereof hitherto enjoyed by virtue of the statutes 
thereof, among which is tlic privilege of l)earing Supporters 
to their arms, I Iiavo the honour to reejnest that your Grace 
will be pleas'id to issue your warrant to Garter Principal 
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King of Arms, for his granting to mo such Supporters 
accordingly. 

I have the honour to iie, 

My Lord Duke, 

Your Grace’s most obedient 
humble servant, 

On behalf of my brother, 
Major-General Sir William Nott, G.C.B. 

Geo ROE Nott. 


To His Grflcu the Duke of Xorfolk, 
Karl Mtirslinl of 

&:c. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

SIB WII.LUM NOTT EE-MABBIF.S—THE Bl'Tl KS OV THE BNTOT AT 
r.tICKNOW--«'ATE OF OUUE—THE KING A.VU SIB WILLIAM:—NOTT’s 
HEALTH FAILS—HE AMFUES FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE—LORD 
ELLEN BOBO .IQH'a F.AREWEI.I, LETTER—NOTT FEUCEEDS TO CAL¬ 
CUTTA—OIUND FANCY DILL—NOTT OOES TO THE CAPE—AN0 
THENCE TC ENGLAND. 

From the date of the Kiivoy’s arrival at Lucknow 
he led a very domestic life. He gave no balls, but 
once a iviiek entertained from twenty to thirty 
officers (civil and military) and their ladies at 
dinner, and occasionally received the King, forty 
of his rclatioms, and many officers of the station, at 
breakfa.st. In June, 1843, he married Rosa Wilson, 
daughter of Captain Dore, ofll.M.'s 3rd Buffs. 

The duties of the Envoy at Lucknow were of an 
arduous and a delicate character. Without abso¬ 
lutely interfering in the details of the Native Go¬ 
vernment, it is the object of the Indian authorities 
to persuade the independent princes so to manage 
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their territories that the people may enjoy all the 
advantages which are possessed by those who live 
under the enlightened rule of the East India Com¬ 
pany. This is an extremely difficult task. The 
watchful jealousy of the native ministers renders 
them keenly susceptible of intervention of any 
kind. They see, in the .slightest innovations upon 
their under.stood prerogalivo, the germ of an en¬ 
croachment which generally terminates in the 
extinction of the independence of the native prince, 
and the absorption of his dominions into the over¬ 
grown empire of the IJritish. Yet the apprehen¬ 
sion of this catastrophe seldom operates as a 
stimulus to good government. Corruption, in¬ 
trigue, chicanery, are so thoroughly rife in all 
grades of native society that, whether in the 
management of a principality or the conduct of a 
small office, it seems impossible for a man pos¬ 
sessed of power to exercise it honestly, wisely, or 
beneficially. Until the year 1819, the Govern¬ 
ment of Oude Nvas vested in a Vizier, or Minister, 
who ruled nominally on behalf of the Great Mogul; 
but at that period the Vizier threw off his allegiance 
to the Emperor of Delhi, assumed the title of 
King, and caused himself to be crowned. The 
East India Company recognised his title, in con¬ 
sideration of the many loans and advances that had 
been made them from the coffers of Oude, and 
guaranteed the defence of the rich territory against 
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all external enemies. The Company further under¬ 
took to pay various pensions of the Crown in com¬ 
mutation of the loans, and generally to support the 
King with its advice and influence whenever they 
might seem to be required. This state of the 
relat)ons between the Europcaii and native autho¬ 
rities has led to much inconvenience, because, as 
the duty of the former is limited to offering counsel 
which the latter may at any time refuse to accept, 
the painful spectacle is witnessed of a magnificent 
country going to utter ruin through the utter 
obstinacy, weakness, prejudices, or cupidity of the 
defacto rulers. 

In 1841, notwithstanding the efforts of Colonel 
(the late Major-General) Caulfield, and liis suc¬ 
cessor, Colonel Low, to prevent, by their advice 
and entreaties, breaches of faith on the part of the 
Ammils towards the landholders; to reduce the 
irregular forces and increase the regular army ; to 
improve the police ; to lower the custom duties ; 
to make roads and bridges, and to put down pro¬ 
fessional Dacoitce (highway and river robbery), 
the state of things was very deplorable, especially 
in respect to the administration of justice. To 
such a height, in fact, had discontent in the king¬ 
dom arisen, that Colonel Lowe proposed that the 
Government should take a portion of the most dis¬ 
orderly districts of the country under its direct and 
exclusive management, accounting only to the King 
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for the surplus revenues, or that British officers 
should be deputed to superintend the revenue 
settlements, and to see that the engagements to 
the people were not broken. The government of 
Lord Auckland, however, was averse to any imme¬ 
diate change, and had determined to allow a 
further probationary period to develope the prac¬ 
tical effect of interference by advice on all important 
measures. From this time to the beginning of 
1842, considerable improvements took place in the 
general management of affairs; but after the 
accession of the King, in May, 1842, the condition 
of several of the districts became manifestly worse, 
owing to the marked inferiority of the King to his 
father, both in natural talents .and in a knowledge 
of his duties ; and again, in consequence of the 
then ruling monarch having selected as his prime 
minister a man who had had no previous experi¬ 
ence in State affairs. 

This state of things rendered the duty of the 
Envoy onerous and troublesome. Sir William 
Nott, however, was not the man to be prematurely 
alarmed. He addressed himself to the task allotted 
to him with judgment and patience, and had he 
been spared to acquire that degree of influence 
which time only can give to the most able men 
thus circumstanced, there is little doubt that 
extensive reforms would have been effected under 
his auspices. An attentive observer of Sir William’s 
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career at Lucknow, and who was in the closest 
intimacy with him during the whole period of his 
stay, has recorded that the yrerupi- .. 
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and four. The Envoy, therefore, on hearing the 
cause of the King’s seclusion, immediately adopted 
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career at I.uckiiow, and who was in the closest 
intiinacy with him tliiriiig the whole period of his 
stay, lias recorded tliat the greater portion of hls 
time was spent in the room he called his office. 
Captain Shukspeare daily attended to read letters 
and repmts, and to receive directions concerning 
such matters as required the Envoy's interference. 
Sometimes quarrels occurred in the palace or the 
zenanahs, and these, too, had to be settled by the 
Envoy, as the contending parties invariably ap¬ 
pealed to him. In Captain Shakspeare the Envoy 
had an intelligent, hard-working assistant—one 
whom he liked, and in whom he justly placed 
perfect confidence. The King was much satisfied 
with Sir William, and more than once told him 
that he appreciated the consideration the Envoy 
had shown him, and that he regarded him as a 
personal friend. Perhaps his Majesty would have 
liked a little more pomp and parade on the part of 
Sir William Xott, because it more directly accorded 
with his own tastes. The etiquette of the Lucknow 
court requires that there should he strict unifor¬ 
mity of tenue between the King and the Envoy ; 
the simplicity of the one was therefore a bar to the 
magnificent display of the other. On one occasion, 
the King was kept close prisoner to his palace, 
because Nott contented himself with a carriage and 
pair, while the condition was imposed upon royalty 
of never appearing abroad excepting in a carriage 
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and four. The Envoy, therefore, on hearing the 
cause of the King’s seclusion, immediately adopted 
the four horses. 

The King of Oude either had or afFected to 
have a passion for literature. He had made, or 
caused to be made, a translation into Oordoo, of 
Lord Brougham’s famous ‘ Essay on the Objects, 
Advantages, and Pleasures of Science,’ and Nott 
prevailed on Lord Ellcnborough to forward it to 
Lord Brougham. The correspondence on the 
subject is curious, as proceeding from two of the 
illustrious Peers of the time. 

Af^ra, April lU, 184S. 

Mr DEAn Gf.nekal, 

I bIiuII feel much satisfaction in receiving from His Majesty 
the King of Oude the Oordoo translation of Lord Brougham's 
Treatise, on the ‘ Objects, Advantages, and Pleasures of 
Science.’ 


T know it would give great pleasure to Lord Brougham to 
receive a copy of this translation of his work from the King, 
and as His Majesty is not viewed with particular favour by 
Lord Brougham, I think it would bo well for Ilis Majesty 
to send a letter to him with fho book. If tbn King is pre¬ 
cluded from writing, His Majesty can intimate his wishes 
through you, and I will endeavour to make the present as 
acceptable as I can. 

Believe me, 

My dear General, 
very faithfully and sincerely yours, 
Ellenbobouch. 


His Exoellency the Envoy to Lucknow, 
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Agra, April 19, 1843. 


My DEAR General, 

I received to-diiy the King of Oiide's letter to Lord 
Brougliam, nnd the Iruiishttioii of Lord Brougham’s book 
which His Majesty’s zcul for science has induced him to 
direct to be made. 

I am sure Lord Brougliam will derive great satisfaction 
from hearing that, lliroiigh the King of Otidu’s liberal pro¬ 
tection of science, his treatise may become productive of benefit 
in India. 

I forward Ilis Majesty’s letter, and the translation of the 
Treatise, by the mail, which leaves Bombay on the 1st of 
May. 

lielicvc me, my dear General, 

Very faithfully yours, 

Ellendosoucii. 

His LsvcIUiicy tliu Lnvuy lu LutAiiuw. 

Three months subsequently l.ord Brougham’s 
reply was received and Lord liillcnborough hastens 
to send it to Sir W. Nott. 


Barrnckporc, July 1H43, 

My dear General, 

1 enclose a letter from Lord Brougham to the King of 
Oude, thanking him for the Translation of his book. Will ymu 
have the goodness to have it translated and given to the King. 

Lord Brougham speaks of having sent some other book, but 
it is not yet come. 

I assure }'OU that an autogrnpli letter from Lord Brougham, 
in a Ic'jible hand, is a compliment which I did not think he 
would have paid to any Sovereign in the world. 

Believe me, my dear General, 

Ever very faithfully yours, 

Ellen BOROUGH. 

Hit RxcelUncy the Envoy to Lucknow. 
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Lundon, June 5, 1843. 


T cannot eiifficiently express niy grateful acknowledgments 
of the high and undeserved honour which your Majesty has 
been pleased to bestow upon the Treatise, and of the gracious 
letter received from your Majesty. 

I have laid the translation l)efore the Useful Knowledge 
Society, of whieli T atn the Presideni, and which first 
published the treatise, and I venture to say that I shall receive 
their commands in their name to thank your Majesty for this 
gracious mark of your Royal condescension. 

Accept once more my personal thanks, and siifler me to lay 
at your Majesty’s feet another similar Treatise upon the 
Political Sciences, and to crave your Majesty’s condescending 
attention to it. 

I have the honour to be, 

With great respect, 

Your Majesty’s faithful and obliged servant, 

BllOtrGII.A.M. 

Lord Ellenborough continued to manifest much 
regard for Sir William Nott, and a respect for his 
opinions during his tenure of the office of Envoy 
at Lucknow. His Lordsliip seized upon every 
occasion for saying a kind thing, and seeking the 
General’s advice. When the news of the battle of 
Meeanee reached Agra, Lord Ellenborough took 
great pleasure in telling Nott that his old battery 
(Leslie’s, of the Bombay Artillery, which had 
served at Caudahar) w'ith the 22nd Foot, decided 
the day. “ I congratulate you,” said Ldrd Ellen- 
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borough, “on this new proof of the. goodness of one, 
of your fiivourite troops of Artillery,’” and he ordered 
that the troop should in future be eallcd “ Leslie’.s,’’ 
and bear the eagle on it> appoiiitraonts. 

Jt will be reineinbered that (iwalior occupied a 
great deal ol Lord Elleiiborough’s attention during 
his government of India. At the first appearance of 
the possible nccessit}' for ho.stilities on a grand scale, 
His Lordship iutiniated to General Nott that he 


.should send him at the. head of a force, to put an 
end 1o the sovereignty of the family of Scindiah, 
and he even s[)cci(ied the extent and details of the 
army that would Ite placed under his command, 

.Mlnhabad, June-7, IS4U. 

Mv I hau (JenEhaI.. 

1 (.'iiibiuk to-diiy nud proceed down tlic river to morrow 


morning. 

I do not like the appciiraiu^e of affairs at (twnlior. Amongst 
other things, ilie Artillery have turned tlicir European and 
Eurasian ( fiicci's out of camp'. Tlie force of the Dadu Khasque 
tValla is row directed again.st (.'oloiiel Baptiste, who has two 
battalions and will then lii; directed against Colonel Jacob, 
who lias ten Ijattalions and the palace; hut as the T)ada 
Khasque Walla seems to he the only man of courage in 
Gwalior 1 dare sav he will succeed against Jacob as well as 

» O 

Baptiste. 

Our miiiisti r 1 have withdrawn to Dholeporc. 

At Gwdior they are angmenling their troops, and calling 
in had charactcr.s. Some say, in order to attack Jacob, 
others, h( cause they fear an attack from ns. They can hardly 
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be mad enough to mah' an attack upon us ; but everything 
that is possible ought, to be provided against. 

If they commit any act of liostilily T am determined that 
they shall cease to rcig)i, and that j'ou shall go to Gwalior to 
])Ut an end to the sovcieiguty of the family of Scindiah. 

You should have at your disposal the Bundleciind Legion. 

The Sipreo Contingent. 

The Nowgong Brigade (39th, 74th, and 8th L. C.) and the 
67th from Banda. 

The Garrison of Agra, the 16ih, 42iid, 43rd, 48th. 

The 16th Lancers. 

Two squadrons 9th Lancers. 

Body Guard. 

1st Cavalry from JMiittra. 

lOtli from Meerut, and cither the 40th Queen's or the 
50th. 

You should besides have all the guns you desired. 

Have the goodness to look over the Army List and tell me 
whether you would desire to make any other arrangement. 
You would he weak in cavalry. 1 suppose the Cliunibul will 
in a few days rise so as to cut off the Gwalior people from 
our country. 

Bundlecund and Saugor would be on fiic if the Mahrattas 
moved or were moved against. We have no cause whatever, 
for moving at present, even if it were now practicable. 

Believe me, my dear General, 

Very faithfully yours, 

Ellenboiiougu. 

Major-General Sir W, Nott, C.C.l!., I.iiekiion'. 

It may be conceived that Nott declared himself 
perfectly ready to draw the sword again whenever 
he might he hidden. So when the Oude frontier 
was threatened by the Nepaulese, to ^Vott Lord 
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Ellenborougli turned for judicious liinls and active 
co-operatic'n, and he found both tlu; one and the 
other. 


ilarriickjjoic*, July I'J, ISl-'l. 


My j>EAn IjENKnAL, 

I only reteived your letter of the aoili on iny arrival lievc 
to-day. 

1 know you would he ready to serve tlie country wlintcvcr 
iniglit lie llir domestic comforts you would reuouiico liy leav¬ 
ing lioine. I sincerely lioi>o that your marriage will conduce 
to these comforts. 

The worst thing about the < iwulior alliiir is the conduct of 
the troops towards their European and Eurasian ollicers, 
whom they have ill-used and turned out of the camp. 

The last accounts I have received give me reason to appre¬ 
hend that the Gwalior government may he weak enough to 
send troops into the territory of Seronje, in order to seize or 
expel the Afama Sahih, wlur lia.s tuken rr.iiigc there. This 
would be an act of lioslilc aggre.ssioii n;rainst our govoriiment, 
as we must trout as such any attack upon an ally. I shall 
exact a severe penalty i( tliis aggression sliould occur. 

1 fr'el the deliciency of Irregular Cavalry, and I must find 
*it sonicwh ;re or other if wc should he obliged to move. 

Believe me, my dear General, 

Your's, very faithfully, 

Jil.LKN’nOROUfiH. 


His ExcelUiicy Major General Sir tV. Not(, (i.C.B. 


For .somo time after his arrival ut Lucknow, Sir 
William Nott enjoyed good health, but about the 
beginning of October, the illness which lie had 
contracted in Affghanistan, began to tell upon his 

s 2 



THE LIFE 


•2 GO 

constitutiuli, niid iiis medical adviser assured him 
that a trip to sea was “ his only chance. ’ He 
tlnn-clbie reluctantly applied to Lord Ellenborough 
for leave of absence for some months. 


I.iiclvDou’, ‘Jnil N’ovcinber, 


j.rv Loi! I), 

It is witli vmieli icgitt I huvi! lo iicf|aiiiiit your LorJsliip 
iliiit the illtie.'bi which I coniriutlod two yenrs ago in Atl'glinn- 
istun lias never left tnc, iiiid lliat it lias lately become so 
troublesome as to oblige me to ihink of leaving Lucknow for 
sonic months in search of health. My medical friends have 
long endeavoured to persniulc me to try a triji to sea, and 
they now tell me it is the only chance 1 have. Under circum- 
stancc.s, this is truly a hard case, but I must submit with all 
the [laLicncc I have. 

1 iiiteudcd to forward !i public application in a day or two 
to be laid before your Lordship, for permission to proceed to 
sea. 

Allow me to avail my.sclf of this opportunity to oiler my 
most grateful thanks for the great kiinlncss 1 have ever re¬ 
ceived lioin your Lordsliip. 

I sincerely hope your Lordsliip’s health is good. 


Lord Kllenboronoh immediately sent him the 
subjoined lumdsoiue reply - 

Hanacl'pore. Xoveniber 8ih, 184^. 

Mv DEAR Ge,\1;11AL, 

1 cannot c.icnrcss the regret wliich your letter has occasioned 
to me. I was in hope.s that you would have liad no return of 
the illness you suffered from in AfT'ghanistan, and 1 oven now 
hope that as the season be.eomes cooler you may get rid of it 
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and be able to remain long at Lucknow, wliorc you are doing 
80 well. T considfiicJ you to l)e lliere in reserve foi' active 
service whenever there ttiigbi lie such as would jiistii'y me in 
calling you into the Hold, and 1 cannot but feel that your 
going away weakens the Govermiient. Ilowcvci’, do whatever 
is necessary to preserve your valuahle health, and he ussured 
tiiat wherever you may he, or I may be, you will have my 
warmest personal wishes I’or your liealth and wellaro. 

Believe me ever. 

My dear General, 

\'ery sincerely yours, 

1vi.li;n iioiiouuii. 

Hi'i KKcelleicy Mfijov-Gonfr il W. N'ott, 

lieford Lord Ellciiliorougli could have received 
the Goner il’s up[)licatioii of sick leave of ubseiice, 
111 ! had again written to iiiin upon tlie subject of tlie 
Gwalior ati'air, and lie coiuimicd to do so up to a 
late date in Noveiuhcr, because, as will be seen, 
lie apprehended the necessity of the movement of 
the troops of the Jving of Oude. The frequency of 
the communieations addressed to Sir William, gives 
us an insight into the nature of a (jovernor 
Geiieial’s cares, and throws into strong light the 
activity o 'Lord Ellcnborough’s mind. 


ICiimukiiorr, Novtirbir '-’mi, IS ta 

Mv DiAU Gknkiiai., 

A large iiuin))ei' of the troops at Gwalior arc natives of 
Oude. Do you think that in the event of its being necessary 
to march upon Gwalior(which I do not expect) that any advan¬ 
tage would be derived from issuing a I’roclaniulion in ilie name 
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of the King of Oudcj recalling his subjects from the Gwalior 
service? Could the King in any manner make it the worse 
for them if they did not leave that service? If you think the 
issuing of such a Proclamation would do any good, It would 
bo right to have it issued at Lucknow as well as in our camp; 
but there is time enough before us yet, and it is not necessary 
to open the matter to the King till we see our way a little 
more. 

Believe me, 

My dear General, 

V'ery faithfully yours, 

Er.LUNnOKoUQH. 

His ExcellciU'y tlie Envoy to Loclinoiv. 

Uarrackiiorf, Mnrcli 8, 184;J. 

Mv llEAll GliNKHAl., 

Major Lawrence, appointed to succeed Mr Hodgson, in 
Nepaul, will wait upon you on or before the IHtli itistant, on 
his way to Katmaridboo. I had desired liim to do so when 
the inroad of Rajah Nurolmr Singh was first known to me, 
and boro a serious aspect. Still it znay bo very convenient 
that you should see him. 

The Tfejiaul Court seems to have been gratified by my 
immediate notice of tbe aggression upon the Nepaul territory; 
and, on the punishment of the oft’ender, to be ready to take 
more energetic nieusiires tlian they have hitherto adopted for 
tbe stippre-ssion of Gacoitee. 

Anything that will satisfy the honor of tbe Nepaul 
Govcrnmoiit rvill be of much use in placing our relations upon 
a good footing. 

I want to place our relations with all States upon a footing 
of confidence, and I do not by any means de.sjiair of doing so. 

By tlio bye, a enrious fact is just come to my knowledge. 

Your army halted for a day or two last year upon the 
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.Telum; ;iiid])hian Singh, thinking it indicated an intention on 
our part to attack the Sikhs, jiroposed to take the initiative 
by attacking you or any other part of’our scattered forces 
he could pounce upon. Jlis advice was overruled by the 
other advisers of the Maharajah. 

Had Dhiari Singh’s advice been taken, we slzonld have 
passed our Ohristinas yet Jiiori: gayly than we did, and at 
Lahore instead of at Ferozcporc. 

Ilclieve me. 

My dear G'cneral, 

Ever very sincerely yours, 

hL.i-iiNnoRouoii, 

Hia Kscullci.cy Miijur-General Sir W. .Volt, ti'.C.Ii. 

(Vrivale.) 

Dodihsco, Kovemizer 28, 1843. 

My nF.tn Genfuai,, 

I am not ncliticd to attach much credit to the rumour of 
tlie assemblage of so largo a force of Nepaulcsc troops on the 
Oude frontier; but I know you will, under present circuin- 
starices, .stay, if you can, to give good counicl to thu King. 

I am afraid there is a di.sposition among.st magistrates 
to withhold efficient cordial co-opcrallon from the Oude 
authorities. This will never do. It is quite impossible to 
e.vpect the Oude iiutlioritics to keep their country in good 
order if Oude is to be a land of refuge to criminals. 

I sliall be at Allahabad on the 3rd of December, and ut 
Cawnpore on the 7th. 

Believe me. 

My dear General, 

Yours, very sincerely, 

ELI.IiNDOnoUOH. 

HU Excellency Major-General Sit \V. NoU, G.C.B. 



The only note of Nott’s which we find among 
the correspondence is the following :— 

I.iickiiow, ‘2otli November, 18^13. 

My Lohii, 

Witli rdbreiicp to my ollicial letter of the 23rd iiistauf, 
relative to a iiimoiir of aa inroad of a body of men from tlie 
Nepaul territory into the kingdom of Oiule, the trtilli and 
partieuiars of ■\vh!i;li i am endeavonrinjr to aKCOrlnin, 1 beg 
to iiKMition tliat 1 have re([Ui'sled of his Majesty to have his 
regiments, sneli as lliey are, In a state of readiness to move at 
a moment’s warning. Should the body of men, said to 
have a.ss(miblod purllv within the boundary line, increase 
in nnnihcfs or advance into Oude, it is my intetilion to request 
of hi.s Mujosty to htive troops stationed at Baralteh, Sccrora, 
Fyzahad, Siiluiipore, and a Imdy of rc.serve at Nawubgiinge, 
so that should an (.•nemy udvunue through Bitlramjiore these 
detacliuicnls eonld form a jnnetioi] !il Sccrora or retire and con¬ 
centrate at Ncuahgungc for the prolcclion of the capital until 
troops arrived. Youi' Lordship will perceive hy the ericlo.sed 
sketch that I have pitched i;pon positions so considerably 
retired fi’oin the Ncpanl frontier as to prevent the posilnlity 
of the Nepaul Diuhar, taking the least offence. On looking 
round me, I find tliai there is not a trooj) of Horse xVriillery 
between fJnm-Diim ami .Vgra, ami very little Cavalry. Tlnu'e 
are only twoofom' native regiment.s in Omie, and one ofthoiji 
(the 30th)eliieHy composed of reel nils. 

I eaimot believe that llio Court of Xepaal has satietioncd 
this inroad, hiit looking to the ignorant and reekle.-s hanghti- 
ness of that people, it would not much surprise me if they 
liave taken ap an idea that we are so much engaged with the 
Punjiib and MahanUla affairs as to be unable to look to this 
frontier, iind that for the sake of a little j)lunder they would 
run the risk of seeing thcBiitish banner float on the walls of 
Lucknow. 
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Noningaliad, Nov. 30tli, 1843. 

Mv Dl.AU (ji;.M;nAL, 

1 vcceivod, dnrhig llie iiijilit, your letter of ilie 25tli. 1 have 
commuiiicatcfl the substance of it to the Comraander-in-Chief, 
What you jiroposo doiniy, in the event of the reports being' 
well fijuiidcd ol‘ an aggression I'rotn IVepaul, seems to be quite 
right. I have lialted here a wing of liie 13th, which I found 
mureliing on Barraekpore, and I have requested the officer 
coimnaudinj; the 5i2nd (now near O va), to marcli on Benares 
instead of luarehing by Patna or Ooruekpoor. 

I .send you copic.s of the Ictiors i have written to the officers 
c'omnmnditig at tiawnpore, Allulinbad, and Benares. I have 
written to iniorin Sir G. Pollock of the rcpoi i.s. 

Yon -will address your requisition to the officers at Cawn- 
pore, .\llal ahad, and Benares, should there be, in your 
opinion, a necessity for the inovcment of troops upon 
(Jawnpore. Everything jiossilrlo shall be done to save Luck¬ 
now, and .So you may tell the King, but 1 nm disposed to 
think it is a t uiiantlioriscd inovemoiit, and eonimeiiee.d before 
it was knonn that ILijnh ihirchao yingh iiad been dismissed 
for bis aggii'Ssion on Ni'paul, and thaitlie ISepanlese troops 
will not advance. 

Yoiir’s, very sincerely, 

Mi.i.iiNDunonciii. 

Ili)* I'/Xccllciiiry INlaJur fii-ni-r.il 
Sir W'illi.i D XtiU, i;.(I!. 


Mr DEin (jEiNKn.tr, 


.Ail.ilmlinit, Di'p. flrit, 1843. 


1 have no letter fruai yon of a later date tlnin the ‘25th. T 
conclude, therefore, that the report of the assemblage of 
Ncpaule-ie troop.s turneil out to he untrue. 

The wing of the iHili, which was here, is gone on to Cawn- 
j)oor by long marelies. The (>.5tli is arrived; tliat regiment 
also could g(. on. 
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Not hearinff from you I liavo allowed (by to-day’s post) 
the will” of the 13tli to move on towards Barrackpore. 

The 52rid will be at Sliecrgotty to-day, ch mute for Benares. 
Benares could give no Cavalry. There are but two sink horses 
left at Sullanpoor. However, I trust you will want no aid. 

Tell iiU! whether the army from Agra could well cross the 
Ganges, near .Vobiilgungc, and inarch directly on Lucknow. 

The whole force at Agra, and in Bundelcuiul will be fully 
equipped and moveable by the l‘2tb, that at Agra could move 
at once without the battering train. It is that alone that 
detains it. 

Sir G. Pollock will officiate for you if you must leave 
Lucknow. 

Believe me, my dear General, 

Your’s ever sincerely. 

Ellenuoroucii. 

II. E. tile Envoy to biicknotv. 

It is evident tIuU Lord Ellenborough believed 
and hoped that Nott’.s ilhie.ss had subsided. 

The best wishes, huwevcf, of Nott’s best friends, 
could not loosen the iTmorsele.ss grasp of disease. 
His departure from Lucknow became inevitable. 

The Envoy proceeded to take leave of the King. 
His Majesty e.xpre.sscd great regret at losing him, 
and spoke frankly of the kind and considerate 
manner in which Sir William had always met his 
wishes. He begged the Crenoral’s acceptance of a 
jewelled tulwar (Indian sword) but the Envoy 
could not accept it; the King then pressed a 
splendid ring upon him, and this was equally de¬ 
clined. It is imperative upon the British officers 
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at native Courts, to dceline all personal presents, 
as they are too frc([uently used as the foundation 
for requests, with which it is impossible to comply, 
and which it niight seem ungracious to refuse. 
Sir William regretted the obligation he was under 
to refuse a gift tendered in a kind and disinterested 
spirit, for he feared to hurt the King’s feelings, but 
there was no alternative. 11 is genuine integrity 
would have received a lasting .shock had he yielded 
to the temptation, even tliough it had never reached 
the ears of the Government. lie was all purity, 
and valued a good conscience above all earthly gifts. 
Had he been made of the easy stuff which had 
rendered other political officers rich, his oppor¬ 
tunities were sufficiently numerous. And not alone 
did he stand aloof from temptation. He would not 
permit any of the ladies of his family to visit the 
Queen Mother, or any of the female inem.bers of the 
Royal house, that they should never be suspected 
of receiving presents. When it became known that 
he was going to be married, a message was sent 
from the Palace to the Residency with Company’s 
])apcr, us the promissory notes of the Government 
are called (a species of k.vchecjuer bill) to the 
amount of a lac of rupees,*' as a present for the 
bride elect. And it was adroitly suggested that 
the money would not be received by the Envoy, 


* Jt:lo,oou. 
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})ut that the lady might liave it before her marriage, 
so tliat it would, in fact, be a gift to Miss Dorc, 
rather than to Lady Nott. The message aroused 
Xott's indignutiou—the otter was treated as an 
insult, and tlie bearer of the Company’s paper was 
sent back with an intimation that if he dared to 
show himself again, the whole affair would bo 
reported to the Indian Government. 

The highest public honours were paid by the 
King to the departing Envoy. Xott went dawk 
to Cawnpore, and tliencc took boat to Calcutta. 
On reaching Dinapore, he had the satisfaction, 
during a brief halt, of receiving a visit from Lord 
Ellenborough, whose chcerfnl conversation revived 
him. He hero also learnt tiie movements of the 
army upon Gwalior, and when he arrived at Cal¬ 
cutta, was greeted with the .sorrowful intelligence 
that Licnlenant-Colonel (late Major) Edward 
Sanders, who was now military secretary to the 
Governor General, had fallen at the battle of 
Maharajpore. Only a few days previous to his 
embarking for Calcutta, Sir William had received 
the following letter from Lieut.-Colonel Sanders:— 


(Lilcuttn, Sjtli Xov., 1843. 

My BEMl (iEKKUAL, 

The Overland Mail, just in, lirin<:s a‘ Loiuloii Gazette' ofthi! 
12th September, promoting mo to Lientonant-Colomd in the 
East Indies ; thus your letter to Lord Ellcnhorougli, which he 
sent home, h;is, though long overlooked, in consequence of 
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the (lentil (if llio hif;h functionary to whom aJdresgeU, at 
lenirth had its desired efl'ect. 

Perliaps tlie interest you liave inkeii in the matter will be 
leplied to n ii inanner more grntifvino to yourself by iny 
M'ritinp ihm on dy to fjive yon ihe lirst iiilelligenco of the 
event, ihnn hy nny Inhonred thanks with wliicli 1 might 611 
tin" paper. 

The date if the Chizette i.s the I ’tli Seplembci', but T indulge 
ti hope that the haok rank will he granted to me, and that I 
may not set tlie Captains who served with me undt.T your 
eommand, smior Tdenlenant-Colontds to mo in the Army, for 
services snh;equeiitly' perlormed. 

The same liazetie makes Colonel Ihighind a Knight Com¬ 
mander of tin Bath, and Tfieutenant-Colonels Browne, 
Simmons, and Iluish, Coinpanion.s, its also some others whose 
names 1 liad not before heard. If my rank is to be from the 
I Bh .Soptetr her instead of the tiSrd Ih'ccmber, 1842, 1 shall 
he twev ty-o le steps in the Indian Army, smd thrice that 
iiuniher lower down in her iMnjesty’s service. 

1 hear witli deep regret llinl you are unwell, and liavc 
aitplied lor have to [iroceed to sea. The Governor General 
told me he had wriilen to you to a.sk if you could not remain, 
and expressed himself as exceedingly sorry' to lose you, for 
that your iiiHuenee had [iroved very .servicoahle at that 
Court, 

I would not wish you to ri-k your health nniiecessarily by 
any prolonged slay in an imcoiigcnial (diinatn, but it would 
give me great pleasure to h'arii that j'oiir lieallh Iiad so fur 
improved its to admit of your continuing in j'oiir present 
position ; however, this is a (|iieslion you alone can decide. 

Generals zMexander and Gilbert are on their way out. I 
am assured Lieutenant-General thirmingbam is dead ; that lie 
died early in May last, but we have no official intiiiiation of 
the demise from any (|uartcr. 
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The dovernor General left Calcutta to-day, I leave on the 
S7th; ve go up niilier fasf; travelling sixty-six miles the first, 
sixty-four the sccoml, sixty-three the third day, and so on. 
The Governor General hulls one day at Allahabad, and jnir- 
]) 0 scs to he at Agra on the 1 llli December; from Allahabad to 
Agra, I think he takes six days. 

I will oidy add, my dear G(uieral, that if you have time to 
favour me with a line I shall he glad to hear that your health 
hag not seriously suHerod, a man so moderate as yourself has 
no right to be ill, and to say how truly I am, 

Your obliged, 

COWAIID SANUEnS. 

Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Although seventeen yt'ars had elapsed since Sir 
William had visited Calcutta, and very lew old 
friends con.seqiienlly survived to welcome him, the 
society of the then gay and liospitable metropolis 
was only too glad of the chance which had brought 
him temporarily to the City of Palaces. Uis 
rooms were the scene of daily and all-day-long 
levdes; every man of rank invited him, and a 
grand fancy bull was given to Lady Nott at the 
magnificent Town Hall. .Six hundred persons 
were present on this occasion. Nott was still very 
weak and ill—so much so, indeed, that he was 
assisted up the noble flight of stairs by Colonel 
Anderson, of the Candahar Artillery; but his 
dominant self-will nerved him for the task of being 
ffeted, and when Mr Charles Prinsep, the standing 
counsel of the Government, who was chairman at 
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the supper-tahlo, proposed his health, Sir William 
replied as follows : — 

‘‘ La nil s A.VO G KNTI.KMKN, 

“T can af.Mire you 1 iii.'vor in niy llfo' folt "iciilrv emotion 
tiuiii I do at tills moment in vising to llinnk you fov tlic 
lionour f lia’ f,' tliis t-veniug veeeiveil—lunl fov the nuinnev iu 
which you hiivo been pleased to dvink to my iieallh. 

“ Believe me 1 deeply feel, ami highly tippveeiate tlie eoin- 
jilinient wlii ili has been [laid ino —bur. weve 1 capable of cull¬ 
ing the fail' .'St flowers of the iiiiglish laiigiiiigo iu wliich to 
return thaiils, I should still fail fully lo exi)ress my feedings. 
When I loolt voiiiid on this lavgo asseinlilage of my fellow- 
subjects, where I see so many brave, tuleiilod, and generous 
spirits, and behold so many ol' my beautiful eoiintrywotneu— 
where f see sf’ many siiiilbig and lovely lij)s kissing tlie 
sparkling wine to niy health and welfiire—I should indeed ho 
wanting in the finer feelings of linman nature did I not. feel 
proud, greatly jiroud of the honour 1 have ibis evening re¬ 
ceived fron the iriliabitants of one of the first cities in the 
world, (li'iillfmen, it is nearly twenty years since, 1 left 
Calcutta—ind I now return among you almost an entire 
stranger. I must therefore attribute the honour conferred 
on me, as i ni.irk of your approval of my conduct during the 
wars in Af ghanislan. I cannot now enter into the particulars 
of the difleuk scenes in whicii I found myself engaged—I 
am convinced (hat when the conflicting opinions which now 
exist shall have sulisided, history, impartial history, will 
inform the world who it was that in spite of opposition, in 
spite of lliat desjiair, and the unaccountahle jianie which per¬ 
vaded India, upheld the honour of old England, and asserted 
the reputa'ion of our arms. In the mean time, Geritlomeri, 
believe me lam fully seiisihle of (he generous manner in which 
you have this night come forward to dome honour—and what 
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jjreatri’ lionoiiv can a eoldicr, an unpatroniscd soldier, receive, 
than the (qiprobation of his fellow-citizens? That I have re¬ 
ceived that apjnobalion, the scene now before me fully proves. 
My friend, now beside me, in jiroposing my health, has 
alluded to Tiiy services in Afl’^hanistnn, hut I fear he has 
allowed his kindrn.'ss to ^ivc me creilit for more merit than I 
can jtossibly claim—but, Gentlemen, one thinj; I can freely 
declare, that T never led iny columns ijito the field, never oavn 
the word which turned the tide of battle in favour of old 
England, never saw victory crown the noble efforts of my 
bravo and gallant soldiers, without my mind on the instant 
referring to tln^ jteople of this splendid city—without feeling 
a fond hope that I shotild receive your approbation. I do 
indeed this night, feel an honest,—a Britisli soldier's pride, 
and believe me, tbiit wlicrever I may go, whatever may be my 
future lot, wheilicr the remainder of my life he spent in some, 
dull cantonment—or jiasscd tiinidst the more busy scenes of 
the tented field—wherever, or wliatevcr it may he, I shall 
ever look hack on tlic festive scene of this evening with heart¬ 
felt pleasure and drliglil. Once more, ladies and gentlemen, 
i thank you.’’ 

Sir Williiim took his pas.sagc for the Cape of 
Good Hope—which lie intended should for the 
present be tlie limit of his voyage.—in the Earl of 
Hardwicke, ('aptaiii Jlenning. Ehero were many 
cabin passengers, many soldiers, and many chil¬ 
dren on board. The .sea air revived the General. 
Everybody treated him with marked respect, and 
tlie good old soldier took great delight in the 
society of the children. Many opportunities pre¬ 
sent them.selvcs on board ship for the exerci.se of 
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kindness towards tlie poor tenants of the orlop 
deck and the forecastle, and the General did not 
suffer them to fiass without exercising the halhtual 
benevulen:;e of his character. At tin; Cape, 
General ^ott received distingiiislied attention from 
the ex Governor, Sir George Napier, and the new 
Governor, Sir Peregrine Maitland -soldiers of the 
Peninsula and Waterloo, who could appreciate the 
soldier-like qualities of the CoMrAw’s Si;i>ov- 
Glnkra].. 

Sir William had been but a few weeks at the 
Cape when he became so niiicii worse that it was 
necessary he should at once leave the colony for a 
inorc southerly or moio northerly climate. Ills 
passion for Van Dicimin’s l.and now' revived, but 
the medical men strongly urged a visit to England, 
and their suggestion was carinistly supported by 
the Misses Nolt. Tlie General, however, made it 
a condition w'ith his daughters that he should take 
up hi.s abode in a quiet, .soc[ucstcrcd part of M’ales, 
and that they should not, on arriving in England, 
endeavour to persuade him to dwell in a fashion¬ 
able locality. They unhesitatingly consented to 
the stipulation, for their love for their incompar¬ 
able lather would have .surmounted every other 
consideration even if they had not cherished a 
wish to reside in the localities which were replete 
with reminiscences of their happy childhood. 

VOL. II. T 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

SIR WILLIAM MiTT AlililVES IX KMILAND — HAST INDIA DlRRnTOHB* 
niXNHU — Sl'RHC'II OF Mli tlEOKGE -M U liH A V ~ RECEFiiri.N AT 
CARDIFF, NlilTII, AMI l■AK51ABTII HN — (IKANT Ob' A TISNSION 
FOE LIFE—FKEEDOJI OF THE CITY OF LONDON—LAST ILLNESS— 
SYMFATHY OF THE TEOI’t.K OF CAllMABTTIEN—DEATH—FUNKBAL— 
FOSTHFilOVS uoNorns. 

Sin William Nott reached" England in the 
summer of 1844. Landing at Falmouth, he pro¬ 
ceeded to London by railway, a inode of travelling 
new to him, and full of interest. Wherever he 
was recognised, or that his name was known, he 
was treated courteously ; and when at the Custom 
House at Falmouth, the sword given to him by 
Lord Ellcnborough in the name of the Government 
was passed free of duty, as a compliment due to 
his great military merit. He had hardly arrived 
in London, and taken a house in Baker street, 
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before he was waited U[)oii by lierds of old Indian 
friends, includino'not a few who liad served under 
him in Affghanistan. The Court of Directors im¬ 
mediately invited him to a juiblic dinner—for 
Sir Robert Sale was now in EiigTand, and the 
Court was anxious to do honour to both Chieftains 
on the sami! occasion. The late Duke of Welliufr- 
ton sent to invite Nott to Apsley House, and Her 
Majestv commanded his presence at Windsor; 
but his health had now so failed him, that he was 
unable to accept any of the honours the, highest in 
the land were desirous ofshowering upon him. He 
had, however, the felicity of reading the speeches 
made in his liouour at the dinner of the Directors, 
where General Sir George Murray and SiiTlobl. Peel 
were eloquent in his praise. Sir George Murray’s 
sentiments, proceeding from one of the most distin¬ 
guished of Wellington’s Lieutenants, was peculiarly 
acceptable to Nott, and those of the Chairman of 
the Directors scarcely less so, for they compre¬ 
hended the tribute of Nott’s Honourable Masters. 
Sir George Murray, eloquently deploring- the un¬ 
fortunate indisposition of Sir William Nott, said— 

“ He regretted very much tJiat he had not the satisfaction 
of seeing the other gallant oflicer vvlio, along with their brave 
guest, had distinguished himself in the campaigns of India, 
because the admiration and gratitude of the country was due 
to one as well ns the other, and because he would have been 

T 2 
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'^ratified (o make iiia ao(|uaintanf;c. But ihn fixploita of these 
two gallant oflii'ias, as recorfletl in tlieir drspatelies, would be 
load with the higliest satisfaction, and the iiioro so as they 
contained the most admirable jiiactieal lessons in strategy and 
the ge icral ;iit of war which had been recently given. He 
(Sir George Murray) recommended (hem strenuously to the 
perusal of all military men, lor they would show every in¬ 
dividual not iilone how to i!dn!;, hut liow to net, in a situation 
of etpial danger and e(|n:il responsibility. (Cheers.) Sur¬ 
rounded by hostile nations ;.iid adverse peoide, remarkable lor 
their personal courage and inleileelual power, but more re- 
inurkuble still for their skill in strategy—separated, too, from 
all hope of smicour :ind sn[ipoit, tind loaded with the heaviest 
possible I'lNponsibilily—nothing ooiild diuint the eoiislancy of 
Sir AV. Most, or subdue the determination of Sir R. Sale— 
(great (iheei'iug)~-who, duly ajipreeiating the advantage of a 
disoi[)Iin('d force over hordes of barbarians, only thought of 
the one object tliey bad in view, the aeeoiiiplishraent of the 
end of tlieir labours—tlie bonoiir and glory of their native 
country. (C Iicers.) But these brave and gallant men had 
been distinguislnsl not tdoiie for their military virtues and their 
military .■-ueeesses, they liad also liern distinguished for tho 
traits of ti'cling and the virtues of peace lliey e.xhibited in 
conjuMetioii with tlieir licroisiu. (Great cheering.) Their 
conduct ill that disastrous war Iitid elicited the universal ap¬ 
probation of their countrymen; for could anything be more 
worthy of applause tliaii the resjiect they had shown for the 
softer sex ?—a rcrpcct wliich exalteil the lustre and dignity of 
these most eminent men. (Cheers.) Their conduct in these 
instiinees were fticts engraven on the hearts of nations, and 
therefore printed on the page of liistoiy. They ro-eahoed 
from India and China the glories of the war of tho Spanish 
Peninsula.” 
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The Chuirmaii next introduced to tlie ooinpuny 
the heulth of Sir William Nott:— 

“Ho wus sorrv to find tlnitSir W. Nott liail ictiii'actl from 
India with h s health so iinpaiml tliat ho ooiild not ho (ircsont 
on that oocnsion ; bat tliat slionlil not prevent lljoiii from pay¬ 
ing tliat complimoiii to his (niiitieiit sin’vicos whieh was tln.ir 
due. (Choers.) Whoever read the aoeoimt of the sjdeiidid 
march of that hnive ofTieer from (hmdahar to Glnr/nee would 
a,t once recognise all ihoso fjiialitics in hitn which distinguished 
the great General. ((Jheers.) lie Innl, moreover, the liigh 
honour of vindicating tlie national honour afier tin; teinporaiy 
reverse it had siislained, and of resening from lire hands of 
their foes oi r fair eountrywomen made captive hy them. 
(Great cheering.) It was nniy neec-sary, liowcver, to mention 
Candahar and Gliuznec to evcilc the nimust enthusiasm iti 
favour of that gallai-.t oiheer and his com))anu>ns-iii-arms; 
and Itu (the Glialrtnan) hoped that in lire midst of their 
regrets tlie ohject of their good wishes would still live to serve 
hi.s country us well as he had done heivtofore.” 

The toast was veccived with ypeat eiitlittsiasiii. 


From Lcridon Sif William N'ott proceeded to 
Wales. The journey from Uristol to Carditij and 
CarditF to Carmarthen, was distiiioui.shed hy extoi- 
ordinary demonstrations cd public resjjcct. The 
church bells nmo’ out u merry peal as be approached 
Cardiff, and the Mayor and Corjtorutioii pvi>seittcd 
an address. On the 9tli of September ho reached 
JVeath, tlie scone of his boyhood. This town, as 
early as eight o’clock in the inorniiio-, was full of 
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life and activity, placards having been freely distri¬ 
buted about, announcing that Sir William Nott, 
G.C.B., intended arriving in the course of the day, 
on his way to Carmarthen, and that it was the 
intention of the Town Council to present an address 
to him. The Council met at ten o’clock, when an 
address was moved by Mr Gwyn, and seconded by 
Mr Grant. It was as follows ;— 

“ Tn Miijor-Geiioral Sir ll'illinm (r.C.V. 

" Wo, tlie Mayor, Alilermcn, and Councillors of the Borough 
of Neath, desire to offer our wanneet congratulations on your 
arrival in your native country, ainl to the home of your early 
youth, and to express ouv warmest wishes for your restoration 
to perfect heallli. 

“ We rejoice, in the opportunity ati’orded us, of expressing 
to you, in person, the high sense we, in common with the rest 
of the country, entertain of your illustrious achievements and 
gallant exploits, while engaged in vindicating the national 
honour, and niaiiitaining the supremacy of British arms, 
under difBeiilt and painful circumstances, and in a situation 
of responsibility, which, to the utmost extent, required the 
energy, bravery, and self-ietianoc, of an intrepid and ex¬ 
perienced coiiimaiuler. 

“With teclings of pride and satisfaction, we contemplate 
the honourable career of a countryman so highly distin¬ 
guished, which cannot fliil to be useful to the nation, as a 
brilliant example of the success which may be acquired by 
professional knowledge, unwearied perseverance, patient 
endurance, and indomitable courage. 

“ R. P, Leyson, Mayor. 

'■ H. 8, Coke, Town Clerk. 


“ NontJi, 9tb Septemlier, 1841.'' 
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About two o’clock, tlie hour at which the General 
was expected, the town presented the most lively 
appearance. Triumphal arches of oak and laurel, 
interspersed with wreath.s of flowers, were suspended 
over the road at the entrance of the town. Flags 
and banners of various descriptions were waving 
from several houses, which were ornamented with 
wreaths of oak and laurel in numerous devices. 
Indeed, he it said to the credit of the tradespeople 
of the town, they even closed their shops, and made 
the day (;[uitc a holiday, for the purpose of evincing 
every mark of respect in their power to their distin¬ 
guished countryman. The Council having sent a 
special rnes.scnger to a.scortain tljc exact time the 
General would arrive, were enabled to meet him at 
the Ropf.'walk gate, without any delay or inconve¬ 
nience. The; Mayor, R. P. Loy.sou, lisq., and .several 
of the members of the Town Council, with their 
Town Clerk, Mr Coke, formed into a procession, 
accompanied by several gentlemen and tradesmen, 
headed by banners, &c. Upon the General’s arrival 
at the gate, the horses w'crc taken out of his car¬ 
riage, and tlic j)opulacc, with cheerfulness and good 
feeling, and amidst as hearty cheering as ever was 
heard, drew the carriage which contained, besides 
the General, I.ady Nott and liis two daughters (who 
received their education at Ty’nyrheol, near this 
town), to the front of the Castle hotel. The Gene- 
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ral, wlio wns in very delicate health, received the 
Maj’or, who was accompanied by several of the 
members of the Town Council and respectable in- 
Iiabitants of tlie town and neighbourhood, in one of 
the rooms of tlie hotel. The Mayor having read 
the address, the General, who seemed evidently 
overcome by the murk of respect shown to him in 
the home of his early youth, addressed the deputa¬ 
tion, but in a low tone. He commenced by saying— 

“ iNfre TVfAYoii .ANO Gi:ntl]:me.v,— 

“ T can assiin! you all tiuil il is otiu of llie happiest days of 
itiy life to have loceived tlic jfroat mark of respect tlius 
shovvti rnc. It was uaoxpeiUeil, aiul not being in the posse.s- 
sion of good hcaltli, 1 am niiai)le to express myself in the 
manner I could wish. 1 shall accept lids adilress, and treasure 
it to the la.st luouKuit of my life; and having children ami 
gi'iiiiJciiilJreii, it sliali he handed down to them. 1 really 
feel ihi.s mark of respect more than 1 can in any way e.vpress. 
Nothing call ho more gratifying to a soldier upon his retuni 
to his coimtry than to n'celvc from his coimlryineii their 
good feelings and marks of ajtpnibation. Altliough suffering 
from illness, it was indeed gratifying to witness the good 
feelinu: of tlie inliabitanl.s of this town, audio hoar llie cheersj/ 
given me, for they seemed truly to come from the heart. 
Allow me again to tli.ink yon, and to state how proud I feel 
of the hiinour you have this day conferred on me." 

The General wa.s warmly cheered tlirotioboiit his 
reply, and immediately aflerward.s be proceeded to 
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the front of the door of the hotel, and addressed the 
thousands thcic assembled. He said— 

"FELLdW (JoUNTIlVHEN,- 

“1 aiti 80 i-ry 1 cannot UliJi-css you in your native language 
■—I havehciu so long from Wales tliat I have nearly forgotten 
it; but I lio 1 C that now as 1 am eoiiie to livi; in Wales T shall 
be able to k irn it and have an o|)|)oiiunity of thanking you in 
Welsh lor the good feeling you have this day shown me.” 

The gallant General was greeted with cheers, 
which coiitinucd for some time, after which the 
crowd dispersed. The Mayor, and several of the 
members cf tbc Council and respectable inhabitants, 
then retired toocthcr and drank llie health of the 
General in a bumper, us well as the health of his 
amiable lady and daughters, the latter of whom 
spent so man}^ of tlicir curly days tliere. 

For an account of tbc reception of Sir William 
at Carmartlien wc must draw upon the columns of 
the Canuurtlicn Journal:— 

Triiiiiijil'iil Fnli'ij iij Miijiii-driiiKil Sir II illiiim yintt, (i.C.ll., 

iutii {’iiniiiii'tliiii. 

It having been notified to tbc Mayor of Carmarlbcn that 
Sir W. Noll would enier ibis town on AVcdinsday at one 
o’clock, from Kidwelly, at wliicb place be slejtt tlie previous 
night, ovciy prcparatinii wtis made to receive bim with due 
boiiour. A couiiiiii'.ee oi geiitlcnnui bad lieeti previously 
formed, Ity whom the arrangonienis were made. The mortiirig 
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•was ushered in by the ringing of the bells of St. Peter’s Church, 
and the streets gradually filled with people from the surround¬ 
ing country, their faces full of importance and cheerful expec¬ 
tation. Twelve o’clock had been appointed, by large placards 
having been stuck up in various places, inviting all persons 
who desired to join the procession to meet the General, to re¬ 
pair to the Town-hall at that hour, and nnnouneing that the 
procession would b(^ on foot. Some time before the arrival of 
that hour, the Mayor, Aldermen, ami Town Council were at 
the place of rendezvous, and soon after twelve, the Hall and 
its environs wore tilled by the most respectable persons of the 
town. At this time the streets were crowded, and all was joy¬ 
ous bustle. Each street hart its fosioous hung across it, com- 
pofiort of garlands of liowers, ribbons, and boughs of trees. 
About a (juarter past the hour, the procession left the Hall, 
under the able direction of IVfr Geo. Goode, preceded by the 
societies of Odd Fellows and True Ivorites, decked out with 
showy scarves, and knots of rihbon.s and flowers, with their 
curious and splendid insignia, which contributed much to the 
show, and at eonipaniert by bands of music and numerous ban¬ 
ners ; these were followed by the Mayor and Aldermen in their 
scarlet gowns, the Hccordcr, and the Town Council; then 
came the gentlemen of the town and neighbourhood, four 
abreast, and thus the procession proceeded about three-quarters 
of a mile out of the town, when a halt was called. The Pensarn 
Turnpike Gate was very prettily ornamented with a pendant 
wreath and festoons of boughs of trees and flowers. Soon 
afterwards the Swansea mail came up, arid brought the news 
that the General would arrive in about half an hour. In rather 
less than that time the hero came, and was greeted with loud 
and joyous acchiiiiations. His horses were immediately taken 
out, ropes were atlaelied to liis carriage, and a number of 
sturdy fellows were prepared to draw it into the town. Sir 
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William was in plain clothes, but with a military undress cap 
on his head; he looked fatigued and ill, and scarcely able to 
bear the excitement of the scene. The following address, pre¬ 
pared for the occasion, was here read to him :— 

“ To Miijor~(jnicrnt Sir WiUium Nott, G.C.B. 

“ We, the Mayor, Hoeorder, Corporation, and Inhabitants 
of tlarniarthen, beg to offer you our wannest congratulations 
on your arrival in your native country, and our ardent wishes 
for the speedy restoration of your licahli. 

“ We have witnessed with feelings of pride and gratification 
the splendid acliievcinents whicli have obtained for you tho 
highest military distinction it is in the power of your Sove¬ 
reign to bestow, the thanks of both houses of Parliament, and 
the admiration and gratitude of your country, 

" We pray that a gracioii.s Providence may long preserve 
your valuable life to enabln you to enjoy the honours so nobly 
won by your consuminato skill and undaunted bravery, and 
which have shed a brilliant lustre on the country of youv 
birth, and established your distinguished military ikinc. 

‘‘William Mohiiis, Mayor. 

" Carmartiten, September 11, 1844. 

The veteran was so overcome that his reply was scarcely 
audible. The tears gtislied from his eyes as he told them that 
“ he could have faced an army of his country’s foes with much 
less emotion than he could his native townsmen’s kindness, 
but that he hoped soon to have another opportunity of thank¬ 
ing them with more calmness.” Severul by-standers cried 
“Enough, enough; sit down, (iencral.” An affecting inci¬ 
dent here took place,—a soldier of tho dlst Foot, which regi¬ 
ment was at Candahar with him, stepped up to the carriage, 
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and said, “ Welcome home, Generalthe veteran gazed at 
him a few seconds, saw the Alfghan ribbon in his button¬ 
hole, and then said, “(Jive ir.e your hand,” and the General 
and the private soldier grasped each other’s hands as friends. 
It may bn rpiestioned if this simple welcome did not thrill to 
the heart of his old commander even nioi'c than the general 
acclaim of the assembled thousands. The procession, us 
nearly as could be guessed, about a quarter of a mile in 
length, now retraced its steps, the Gcneial, who was accom¬ 
panied by his wife and daughters, following immediately after 
the corporate body, and so amid the booming of cannon from 
the old Castle Green, the cheering of the multitude, and the 
waving of handkerchiefs from crowded windows, the old sol¬ 
dier paraded through (iarniarihcn. Guildhall square and 
Lammas street had a most animating appearance, and the 
General stood iq), and turned from side to side, observing 
and observed of all. Truly it was a gloi ious hour for the 
hero; but when ho arrived at his brother’s residence at J’icton 
terrace, he lingered on the steps of the carriage as though 
desirous of addressing the multitude, but it would not do— 
he was quite overpowered—•and he was assisted Ironi his car¬ 
riage and up the stops to the hoii-o by the IMayor and Re¬ 
corder, The Gcncrars age appears to be about sixty-five, 
his head is perfectly white, and his countenanee is not unlike 
that of the Duke of Wellington, having an aquiline nose 
Many of his old companions in arms caught his eye in his 
passage througli the streets, and lia<l signs of recognition. 
One of them observed to a eomrade, “ 11c looks very natural, 
don’t he.” An old woman iti Lammas street was waving a 
large flag from a window, which it retiuired her utmost strength 
to do; the General observing her smiled and nodded, and the 
old lady curtsied again and nguin in evident confusion. It has 
been arranged to give a grand dinner in commemoration of 
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lliu uiiivnl of ilie Cannarllieii hero; hut it is entirely depend¬ 
ant upon his liealtli, which at |iiesciit appears to be in a bad 
state, altiioiigli it may he hoped that the !i])pearauee was worse 
tliaii the nalily, in conserpiciiee of the overpowering excite¬ 
ment .'f tlij day. 

The mind of Sir Wiliiain Notl was not much 
disturbed alter his arrival in England regarding 
the niean.s of existence on a scale suited to the 
wants of his family, for the East India Proprietors 
voted liitn a pension for life of Oxi; thousand 
POUNDS per annum from the date of his departure 
from India. The Court of Direclor.s had passed a 
resolution on the 21st of August, granting the 
annuity, and a special Court of Proprietors was 
held to confirm the grant. The scene presented 
at this latter Court was of a most animating nature. 
In a general way, a Court of Proprietors is merely 
the arena of dispute, but hero was no difference of 
opinion—every one was eager to render justice and 
honour to groat military merit. Mr Sheppard, 
the chairman, opened the business, and told the 
whole story of Sir William’s services from first to 
last—from Muckie to Ghuzneo. He was followed 
by Sir Henry Willock, the deputy-chairman. Sir 
Henry said— 

“ lie might bo allowed to observe, tliat .Sir William Nott 
bad not only shown himself great ns u military commander, but 
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pfceat also as a governor. He had governed wisely in a 
hostile country, where tlie great desire of the chieftains was to 
exterminate every individual connected with the British that 
could be found within their territory. At that critical moment 
Sir William Nott, hj' conciliatioii and firmness combined, 
jircserved peace, not only in that territory but throughout the 
neighbouring country. He had, by his conduct in Candahar, 
and in his wonderful march to (labool, fully and imperishably 
established his fume as a military iiiaii. He had never met the 
enemy but he coiu|uered, however great the disparity of num¬ 
bers, however great the disadvantages with which he had to 
contend. Lot the court look at tlic perilous situation in which 
ho was placed, a situation which might well have appalled 
the bravest heart. 

“His army were four months in arrears of pay, liis military 
chest was empty, his amraunition nearly expended, his medical 
stores exhausted. How had he then the power to pursue 
military operations ? Ho had resources in bis own mind, and 
under all difliculties he still preserved that undaunted sjiirit 
which enabled him finally to surmount them all. His own 
e.xpression.s at that particular moment, when beset with perils, 
were worthy of him, he said; ‘When difficulties accumulate 
it is our first and only duty to endeavour to overcome them, 
when the national lionour is at slake, and nothing can be 
gained without strenuous eflbrt and constant perseverance. I 
have not yet contemplated falling back.’ Such was the inspi¬ 
riting language of this gallant man. He (the deputy-chairman) 
was proud to say that similar grants to distinguished officers 
had been voted from time to time in that court, but this ho 
would confidently affirm, that never was there an occasion 
more appropriate than the present; he must here remark, 
because it reflected great honour on their honourable chairman, 
that when he introduced this subject to the Court of Directors, 
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lio did 60 quite independent of any applieatiou on tlie part of 
Sir William NoU. It was tlie chairman’s own spontaneous 
act. Learning;, accidentally, that .Sir William Nott’s means 
were not such as his merits deserved, or his rank in society 
demanded, the chairman deterniinetl to propose to the Court’of 
Directors, that such remuneration or grant should he given to 
Sir William Nott as would enuhle him to maintain his proper 
position in >ociety. (Hear.) And here he iiiay be allowed to 
sny, that Sir William Volt had always acted with a true and 
independent spirit, lie never was a jmrty to making known 
his wants to the Hast Indiii Company. Ho never made any 
statement on the siihjoct, nor did lie know that such an honour 
was contemplated, until it had received the sanclion of the 
Court of Di ■cntor.s. lie (the deputy-chairman) was proud 
of his position that day, hecauso it enabled him to do honour 
to this much respected olliccr. W'cll did lie deserve it, and 
sure he was iliat tliis proceeding would give the greatest satis¬ 
faction to the whole army in India, Witli these few, but 
sincere observations, he begged most cordially to second the 
motion.” 

Mr W eeding said, ' lie had no wish nmiecessarily to pro¬ 
long a discussion were all appeared to bo iiniiiiitiious, still he 
could not give a silent vote on this occasion. He cordially' 
concurred in the resolution that liad hcen proposed by the 
Court ot Dir-ictoi s for the up[ii'obatiun of the Court of Pro¬ 
prietors. A nerttsal of the doeuments that had been referred 
to, a recollection of the brilliant nchicveiiiciits of Sir William 
Nott, and a knowledge of his early military life, impressed 
liitn (Mr. Weeding) witli the highest iulmiratiou of that 
gallant officer’s cltaractcr. He believed that the Company 
was most deeply indebted to the jirudcnce of Sir William 
Nott, but he was sure tliat no person was more indebted to 
this prudence and sagacity than the late Governor General of 
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India. They all recollected the deep feeling which prevailed, 
the anxiety which they all experienced, the agitation which 
pervaded the public mind, to know what was doing in 1842 
to remedy the nii-f’ortune which had occurred in the latter 
part of the [ireerding year. The army waa ('specially called 
on to vindicate the honour of the country, and to repair those 
disgraces uiid misfommes ihat had heeii intlieted, not by open 
war, but by perfidy and treachery. The late Governor 
General, at that ev’cntful iiiomont, wavered ; he hesitated to 
order the army to advance to the relief of the unhappy' 
captives at Cahool. General Noll viewed the subject in 
another light; lie determined to vindicate the honour of his 
country, and lie did so. Ho inspired conlidcnce in his troops, 
and, on every occasion, he led iheiu to victory. The court 
would remember, that in tiie month of March the orders of 
the late Governor General to retire were known; General Nott, 
nevertheless, ntaintuined his own opinion, tlie retreat, as 
pointed out to him, would be disastrous. In answer to the 
communications of the late Governor General in answer to the 
fears, the discouraging fears, which that command displayed, 
and which might have appalled u man of less firmness, Nolt 
said, ‘ I have not come to the dclcrmirialioii to retire ; I must 
have a great opportunity to try my stroiigtli. I am sensible 
of tlio diliiciilties by which 1 am ilneatened, but I shall trust 
to the resources, sucli as they are, that I can command.’ They 
must all recollect how gratilied they were in this country when 
they found that General Nott, with a much smaller force than 
that which was destroyed at Gabool, overcame a resolute and 
determined enemy. Their exultation was so inucli (he greater 
when they recollected, that but for tlie course taken by Sir 
William Nott, his army too might have been dispersed and 
destroyed. A great deal bad been said about the capture of 
the gates of Somnaiith, but the name of Sir William Nott 
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was coiinectcil wkli other distine.tioiis of ii moie iiinobling 
nature. In wlmtover situation Sir Williiun Nott liail been 
placed it was impossible to enteriain any otlier fci.'liri^f towaida 
him but that of admli'alion for tlio acts whicli be hud per¬ 
formed. Tlie Court of Directors liad shown the hip;h sense 
they entertained of tlic nierils of Sir William Nott, and Iio 
hoped that th j Coiii t of Didjnictors were prepared tt) mani¬ 
fest a similar feeling, by unaniinously agreeing to the reso¬ 
lution then hefore them. It was a mark of respect honourably 
earned by this distinguished man.” 

Ill December, 1844, tlie City of London did its 
part in honouring the hero of Candahar. A Com¬ 
mon Counc 1 was held on the 12th of the month, 
in the Chianber of tlie Cniildhall, diirins: the 
mayoralty of Mr Alderman Gibbs, when it was 
resolved ;—“ That the freedom of this city, 
with a silvin- cup of the value of one hundred 
guineas, be presented to Major-General Sir Wil¬ 
liam Nott, G.C.IL, in testimony of the estimation 
entertained by this Court, in common with their 
fellow-citizens, of the many distinguished military 
services rendered by him in Affglianistan, particu¬ 
larly for his undaunted bravery and successful 
operations iri the defence of Candahar, and the re¬ 
capture of Ghir/nee and Caubiil. thereby uphold¬ 
ing the reputation of her Majesty’s Arms, adding 
increased security to the British dominions in 
India, and maintaining the honour of the British 
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Empire.” The eiip was not absolutely presented 
until after the death of the General. 

Sir Williain, soon afier his arrival at Carmar¬ 
then, occupied a [)rivatc hou.se while a residence 
was being built for him on his little estate called 
Job’s Well, llis health fora time seemed to im¬ 
prove under the united influences of ])ure air, the 
devoted attention of Lady Nott and his daughters, 
and the exquisite feeling arising from the assur¬ 
ance that he was again .among.st the scenes of his 
youth—scenes doubly endeared to him bj”^ the 
powerful recollection Nott loved to cherish of his 
exalted father Tt is recorded that, as the car¬ 
riage passed the little cemetery on the entry into 
Carmarthen, the General, overcome with emotion, 
pointed to the spot where the “rude forefathers of 
the hamlet ” slept, and ejaculated—” My Father!” 
The fame of the (jcneral, however, forbade his 
enjoying uninterrupted tranquillity. Ilis visitors 
were frequent, and the communications which he 
received innumerable. Many persons sent letters 
of congratulation—others addrc.ssed poetic effu¬ 
sions to the General—not a few sought his auto¬ 
graph—and very many were the petitioners for his 
“powerful influence” in reaching some personal 
object which tlie writer had at heart. 

As winter approached the disease which affected 
the General—a di.sease of the heart—assumed an 
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afrgravated form. The difficulty of breathing be¬ 
came intense—the pain.s excruciating ; no posi¬ 
tion, no remedies, gave him relief. He moved 
from room to room and from cliair to chair, but 
nothing seemed to mitigate the anguish he en¬ 
dured. So great were the efforts wliich he made 
to respire, that although the snow was on the 
ground he was thrown into violent heats, and felt 
relief when hi.s wife and daughters fanned him. 
Yet his admirable patience and beautiful resigna¬ 
tion to the Divine Will never fnr.souk him. His 
chief anxiety regarded his children, for whom he 
had been unable to make an adequate provision ; 
but even in thi.s matter he trusted to the generous 
interpo.sition of Heaven. Among his last words 
were “ Clod will make it all right.” 

Sir William Nott was attended throughout his 
illness by Dr Bowen, of ('armartben, a very .skilful 
practitioner, who was indefatigable in his atten¬ 
dance; but Howell did not, from the first, antici¬ 
pate a perfect cure. On the morning of the 1st of 
January, 1845, Dr Bowen announced that the 
pulse of the invalid was failing, and that he could 
not survive many hours. Though for some time 
apprehended, the announcement did not the less 
affect the mournful auditors. Tlie.y could fmt 
look at him to the last, for nothing now was needed 
for his comfort. His daughter Lctitia had long 
been holding his hand, when she felt him slightly 

u 2 
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move. Ilis head which had been propped up, now 
fell forward. She hastened to support it; but 
the last moments had arrived. With one or two 
gentle sighs, the spirit of the gallant Nott left its 
earthly tabernacle. 

Widc.s])iead and sincere was the grief of Car¬ 
marthen when the melancholy tidings went forth 
that the last debt of nature had been paid. The 
inhabitants were not taken by surprise, for the life 
of the lamented General had, as they knew, been 
for many days one unbroken struggle—an ex¬ 
emplification of that vicissitude in illness which 
faintly encouraged hope, whilst it forbade the ex¬ 
pectation of ultimate rorovery. But the lamenta¬ 
tions were not the less deej) and universal. The 
first impulse, when the shock was over, was to 
decn;e a public funeral, and an interment within 
the church of St Peter’s. It was, however, un¬ 
derstood to be the earnest wish of the General 
that his vault should be made as close as possible 
to those of his father and mother, in the church¬ 
yard, and the place pointed out by such wish 
was made his last resting place. Many admirers 
came from remote localities to be present at the 
last ceremonial; and the men of the 41st Regi¬ 
ment, who had served under Nott in AflPghanistan, 
sought every possible means of rendering honour 
to the remains of the brave soldier who had led 
them to victory. Long previous to his death they 
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had sent one of their number each day to enquire 
after his health. 

The funeral took place on Tuesday, the 6th of 
January. 

Every demonstration of respect was paid to the 
deceased hero, and the larf^cst funeral procession 
ever seen in the Principality accompanied his re¬ 
mains to their last resting place. 

Every shop in the town was closed, all business 
was suspended, and throughout the day manifesta¬ 
tions of the deepest sorrow were visible. 

The procession left the deceased General’s re¬ 
sidence at about one o’clock, and proceeded 
through Guddhall square, Queen street, Spilman 
street, and Church street, to the Church, in the 
following order: 

Tho Mayor and Corpoiatioii of C.aruiurilif'ii, throe abreast, 
witb satin iialbands anti soaiTs. 

Iiihabilants, lliroo abrotist. in doop niniirninf’’. 

The Lord Bishop of St. David’s oariiairo, containing Tlios. 

Tliii wali, Esq., ns icpresentative of the Bishop. 
Carriage containing the Yen. Arelideacon Bevnn and the Rev. 
D. A. VVillinnis. 

Carriage rontalning Dr Bowon and Mr E. Williams, physi¬ 
cian and surgeon to tiie deceased Goneial. 

Carriage containing Colonel Love and Col Trevor, M.P. 
Carriage containing D. A. S. Davies, M. P., and Sir John 
Mansel, Bart. 

Carriage containing D. Morris, Esq., M.P., and Capt. J. 0. 
Phillips, R.N. 
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Carriage containing D. Pugh, Esq., Chairman of the Carmar¬ 
thenshire Quarter Sessions, 
and John Wilson, Esq., Uocorder of Carmarthen. 
Carriage containing Major Scott and Capt. Pinkney. 
Carriai^e containing Col. Brown and Lieut. Pratt. 
Carriage containing Major Bowen and 11. Lawrence, 
Esq., M.D. 

Carriage containing Cajil. Edwardes and Capt. Butler. 
Carriage containing .1. Banks Uavics, Esq., and the Rev. 
Jeremiah Owen. 

Carriage containing Captain Gwynne, and Captain Lewis 
Evans. 

Carriage containing J. W. Phillips, Esq., and David Davies 

Esq. 

Carriage containing C. Morgan, Esq., M.D., and Captain 
.James Thomas. 

Carriage containing Dr Prytherch, Esq., and — Long- 
more, Esq. 

Carriage containing T. C. Morris, Esq., and W. Morris, Esq. 
Carriage containing J. E. Sauiidcr.«, Esq., and R. Maliphant 

Esc. 

Carriage containing F. Gi'eeii, Esq., and Valentine Davis, 

Estp 

Carriage containing W. Williams, Eisq., Kidwelly, W. Cham¬ 
bers, .lull., Esq., and J. BidJulph, Esq. 

Carriage contuiiiing T. .lories, Esq., M.D., and the Rev. Jas. 
Grifl'itlis, Llangunnor. 

Carriage containing Lewis Morris, Esq., and the Rev. H. 
0 riffiths, Kidwelly. 

Carriage containing George Hughes, Esq., Tregib, and Rev. 
Mr Nicholls, Ystradwrallt. 

THE HEARSE. 

Carriage containing R. W. Nott, Esq., Master Charles Nett, 
and Jas. Dunn, Esq., late Secretary, R.N. 
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Two carriages containing the domestics of the late General 

Mott. 

The soldiers of the 4lst Regiment, decorated with their 
Ghuznee ribbons, which were covered with crape. 

The soldiers of the 13th Regiment of Light Dragoons. 

The order of Odd Fellows. 

The ivorites. 

In this order the procession entered St Peter’s Church. The 
beautifully impressive burial service was read by the Vener¬ 
able Archdeat on Hevan. An anthem was ably sung by the 
choir, and the cofiiii, made of polished oak, and covered with 
black velvet and gilded triininings, \^^ls conveyed to tlic grave 
on the North side of the churcliyard. The body was lowered 
to the grave by tlie veterans of the ll.st, who had fought 
under the gallant General in All'ghanistan, and at this really 
interesting portion of the sadly solemn ecrcinony, many of his 
old companions in arms were visibly affected. Several of 
them throw d tst into the grave, and turned away, sobbing 
audibly. 

The whole procession then filed past the grave, and each 
individual present had an opportunity of easting a last 
look at the lonely resting place of one of our greatest British 
Heroes. 


The grave had hardly closed on the remains of 
the illustrious veteran, when all orders of .society 
sought to perpetuate the recollection of hi.s vir¬ 
tues and his triumphs by decreeing monumental 
honours. Although his ill-health made it irk¬ 
some, and even painful for him to sit for his por¬ 
trait, ho had nevertheless done so on two occasions 
since itia arrival in England—once to gratify the 
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public desire to possess the effigies of one who 
had rendered such signal services to his country, 
and once at the request of Mr Henry Wood, who 
has been before mentioned as one of his oldest and 
most valued friends. 

Mr Brigstockc, an einineiit Welsh artist, and 
himself a native of Carmarthen, knowing and 
joining in the public desire expressed through the 
corporation of Carmarthen, at once offered his 
gratuitous aid to that body to paint a full-length 
portrait of the gallant (ieneral. That painting is 
now suspended in the Town-hall of Carmarthen. 
Simultaneously two other full-length portraits 
were painted by the same artist, one of which 
was subscribed for by tlie inhabitants of Calcutta, 
and now adorns the Town-hall of that noble city; 
the other decorates the walls of the Oriental Club. 
Mr Faulkner was the artist selected by Mr Wood, 
and the painting thus taken ivas presented by Mr 
Wood to the Clollege at Addiseombe, where Ave 
trust it may act as an incentive to many a noble- 
minded youth to follow ill the train of such an 
illustrious exemplar. From the pictures it was not 
difficult to east a statue, and for the attainment 
of this obj‘.!Ct Mr Brigslock's picture was used, 
and a libernl subscription was at once opened. 
Her Majesi.y the Queen, in gracious evidence of 
her admiration of the distinguished General, con¬ 
tributed two hundred pounds ; the East India 



OF SJR WILLIAM NOTT. 


297 


Company gave one hundred; Lord EUenborough 
subscribed a similar sum ; the late Lord Auck- 
land added thirty pounds; Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hibbert, of the 40th Foot, gave forty pounds, and 
so on. In order to procure a proper site for the 
erection in Carmarthen, several houses near the 
Town-hall were pulled down, and a square formed 
which has been called “ Nott square.” It was 
resolved that the statue should be of bronze metal, 
and to this end several of the guns captured at 
the battle of Maharajpore, in the Gwalior State, 
were presented by the East India Company, In 
a few months the work (by Davies) was com¬ 
pleted ; and now, on a pedestal of granite, on a 
rising ground, stands the noble offering of a 
country’s love, bearing this simple inscription — 

XO'JT, 

Born 20tii January, 1782, 

Dikd 1st January, 1H15. 

The most elaborate e])itaph could not better 
have told the story of a life rendered brilliant by 
military skill, undeviating virtue, and exalted 
patriotism. 

It is almost superHuous to attempt to sketch the 
character of the late Major-General Sir William 
Nott in a work which abounds in illustrations of its 
main features. Undaunted, when all around were 
"panic-struck”—never "despairingfor the common- 
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wealth” wlier all were clasping their hands in 
despair, we liave traced him with a gallant little 
band—well k lown to their General, and he well 
known to them—holding with firm grasp the key¬ 
stone on which British rule still planted her flag in 
Aflghanistan—we have seen him sternly and reso¬ 
lutely maintaining his ground, urged though he 
was by superior military and political authority 
combined to resign a seemingly hopeless struggle— 
and all this ho did by his own unsupported energy 
alone. When “ his country’s honour was at stake, 
he felt it his duty to overcome difficulties, not to 
know dangers.” The treachery of the enemy had 
never for a moment escaped his penetrating eye. 
Faithless from the first, as their promises had been, 
for the safe-conduct of the army which evacuated 
Gaubul—faithless as he had always known their 
promises to be, he ever thought that what could not 
be obtained from their good faith, must be wrested 
from them by the strong hand. He estimated 
valour at its highest meed, but at the same time 
often said that it was comj)aratively worthless, un¬ 
less united with science to direct its course—“ that 
fighting was the least part ol’ a soldier’s duty.” On 
this basis he hud erected his own superstructure. 
We have seen him, for years and years before the 
din of war commenced, cultivating Torrens as his 
authority for the details of military training, and 
Wellington’s despatches as his text-book for mili- 
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tary practice. Here we find the key to liis subse¬ 
quently brilliant career—a career unchecked, from 
first to last, by one single reverse, and crowned at 
last by placing in the British power that very 
Caubul which but a .short time before had been the 
scene where the reputation of our arms had lost its 
long established prestige. In his ordinary inter¬ 
course with Anglo-Indian society, in which every 
word is weighed, and not always interpreted advan¬ 
tageously, the General was n.sually reserved, but 
he was singularly communicative to his children, 
because he knew that reliance might be placed in 
their discretion and aftection. From his letters to 
them we gather innumerable proofs of the warmth 
of his heart and the simplicity of his nature—his 
scorn of chicanery—his detestation of duplicity— 
his lively appreciation of kindness. Never infiated 
by a sense of his own worth, he received the atten¬ 
tions of otlicrs with an air of surprise, and rendered 
grateful thanks for the homage he had earned. 
“ What have I done,” he often exclaimed, “ to be 
so kindly treated! ” He had done much, but he 
did not know it. At the head of every regiment 
with which he had served he had enforced the per¬ 
formance of duty, because he considered the obli¬ 
gations of the soldier to the State sacred and 
imperative. Himself an abstract and impersonation 
of “ duty, ” be was intolerant of its neglect in 
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others; and he demonstrated in the admirable 
discipline and harmonious state in which he left 
each successive regiment (some of which he had 
been expressly deputed to restore to order), that 
the strict observance of his system ultimately 
brought its own reward. That no undue severity— 
none of the torture of martinetism—no frivolous 
interference with trifles—nothing, in short, but 
a close attention to regimental economy and parade 
steadiness—marked his rule, is clear, from the 
great regard with which he inspired all who had 
the good fortune to be commanded by him. The 
conduct of the 38th Regiment, N.I., after the 
death of Mrs Nott, at Delhi, and the departure of 
the General (then Colonel) for Aftghanistan, 
evinced the lasting respect and regret of the 
officers and men of the corps. While at Delhi, 
the 16th JS.I.—another corps which Nott had 
commanded—were cantoned at the station; and 
to show how deeply they valued the recollection 
of his excellent government of the regiment, the 
Native officers used to call upon him in a body, 
and were received in the dining-hall, where they 
laughed and chatted without restraint. The 
sepoys of the 16tli, most of whom had been re¬ 
cruited by Nott (who was always particular 
about the caste, height, and appearance of his 
men), continually made poojahs (religious cere- 
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monials), and ofFered up prayers Jbr liis return 
to the regiment. How the 41st Foot esteemed the 
General udio led them from Candahar to India 
has been set forth in the description of his last 
hours, Jno severe Commander could thus have 
won the love of his subordinates. By his officers, 
Nott was sometimes deemed cold and apathetic, 
because he was not profuse of his commendations. 
They did not, in this conjecture render justice to 
his exalted motives. It was an axiom with Nott 
that in tin; utmost devotion of his service an officer 
only did his duty to the Government, and as the 
fulfilment of duty was the proper acquittance of 
the pay received and the lionours bestowed, 
thanks and commendations were a superfluity in 
the compact. Nevertheless, when he considered 
the occasion to call for an expression of approba¬ 
tion, he was not slow or niggard of his acknow¬ 
ledgments. We can count fifty names which 
received honourable mention in Nott’s despatches 
and orders—Wymer, Sanders, Anderson, Scott, 
Ripley, Stacey, M'Laren, Hibbert, Polwhele, 
Chamberlain, White, etc., are cases in point. 

In the exercise of all the duties of private life 
no man was more exemplary than General Nott. 
The pure tenets of Christianity formed the basis 
of all his actions, but his religion was always un¬ 
obtrusive. His charity was boundless—no better 
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proof of it can he given than his instructions to his 
daughters to follow his example in society, and 
pay the greatest attention to those, if worthy, 
who were the most neglected by others. Children 
loved him—the poor followed him with their 
prayers. The rude Affghans, who abhorred the 
Christian abstractedly, reverenced the just and 
simple-minded soldier, who, at the head of ten 
thousand men, held their provinces in subjection. 
He was a just man in all his dealings, but he ever 
tempered justice with mercy. He loved Truth tor 
its own sake, and he held Honour to be “ above 
life.” With him it was, in very truth, 

“The noble mind’s distinguishing perfection. 

That aids and strengthens virtue M’here it meets her.” 

His occasionally strong and bitter denunciations 
of the political and military authorities who mis¬ 
directed the affairs of the British in Affghanistan, 
were not the effusions of a warm and angry 
temper, but the overflowings of a heart which re¬ 
coiled from the oppressions, follies, and dangers 
which marked the whole course of their policy, 
and the injustice to his own branch of the service 
of which they were the frequent authors. In 
long after-years the descendants of the General 
will cherish his memory for his many noble 
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public acts, and his private worth, and in British 
military annals he will live for ever as one of the 
best and finest specimens ever produced of 

Tue CoMi'AMv’s Officer. 


Sir Williain Mott having enjoyed for so very 
short a time, the pension conferred upon him, it 
was supposed that the Government would have 
generously continued to his family the reward he 
had so thoroughly earned. In this the family were 
disappointed. The only favour shown by the Go¬ 
vernment of Lord .folm Russell, was in the confer¬ 
ment of the living of Satterton, in Leicestershire, 
on the General’s eldest son, the Rev. W. G. Nott, 
and thi.s was done at the instance of Mr 
Morris, the M.P. for Carmarthen. Much more 
generous and considerate was the Honourable East 
India Company. The family had soon to acknow¬ 
ledge with gratitude, a pension of 200/. to Lady 
Nott, while she continued the General’s widow ; 
100/. to each of the unmarried daughters of the 
General, to cease on their marriage; and a cadet, 
ship and 3O0/. for outfit to Mr C. D. P. Nott, the 
only child of the General’s eldest son, Charles Nott, 
L.L. B. Barrister at-Law. 




304 


THE LIFE OF SIR WILLIAM NOTT. 


The Other surviving members of the General’s 
family, are Robert Murray Nott, his youngest son, 
a Lieutenant in the H.E.I.C.S,, and his second 
daughter Maria, the wife of Charles Nicholletts, a 
Lieutenant in the H.E.I.C.S. and Political Assistant 
at the Court of Nepaul. C. A. Nott had only one 
child ; W. G. Nott has now five children; Robert 
Murray Nott, four children; Mrs C. Nicholletts, si.v 
children ; Mrs Bower, four children. 
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[The doCTimonts which fenn the Appendix to this volume 
are all of material importance to a complete history of the 
life, character, professional capacity, and habits of thought 
of the late Sir William Nott. The introduction of such 
documents into the body of the work would have inter¬ 
fered so much witli the narrative, already much broken by 
masses of correspondence, that it has been deemed prefer¬ 
able to assign them this separate position. The report of 
the state of Oude; Avill give some idea of the licavy duty 
which devolved upon Sir William as Envoy to the King, 
and which, ho woLild doubtless have executed in hi.s usual 
masterly way, had he been spared to his country. The 
Standing Ordens of the 4ord llegimcut of Bengal N.I., 
drawn up, it is beiievod, by the General himsclfi may be 
accepted as a :rao!.k'l by Indian Commanding Officers— 
allowances bciiu>: made for the changes In regimental 
economy wliich time has wi'ought; and the Common-Place 
Book illustrates tlic chtiracter ol' the General’s studies when 
a subaltern of Kative Inlaiitiy.—-J. II. S.] 
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NARRATIVR OF THE CAPTIVITY OF THE 
OFFICERS AT GUIJZNIE. 

BY LIEUT. CEAWFOllD, OF THE BOMBAY ARMY. 


I left on the liQtli October last year (1841), liavlug under niy ebarge 
tkrea state prise ners and soren liostagcs, to be (escorted to Cabul, and 
for tbe safeguarc of the same, 1' was accompanied by a troop from my 
own corps, and al)out forty Aflghan liorsc, under a Chief called Guddoo 
Khan. It was on the 7th of November wo reached Oba: wo had 
inarcFod rapidly, buc iu perfect peace, and as Ih.tle expected to be 
attacked on the road, as I do at this moment. You may imagine, 
therefore, how' tlumdcrstuck I was, when Guddoo ,K.hnu entered my 
tent, bringing with luma native ollicial of that ])art of tlio country, 
styled Ura licggic, uho gave me an account of llie disasters in Cabul 
on the 2nd of the month, and, as I afterwards I'ouud, bad as matters 
really Were in tin eapdal, ho made lliom out to bo imieh more so. lie 
strongly pressed my returning to KluJat-i-Gbilzie, saying, that there 
were 20,000 men round Ghuznio, and to go ou would be to certain 
death. I coiusidered, however, it would never do for an otRcer to turn 
back on a mere luinourof danger, and that sliould the man’s story 
ro.'dly be true, sti 11 had a l etter chance of reaching Glraznio, which 
was only fifty-four miles ofl’, than Klielat, which was ninety. Tired 
tliough niy horses were, they might make Ghuznio in one forced march, 
but they would not be able to get to the other station uuder a couple of 
days. The I'oad lay through the barren and hostile country of the 
Gliilzies, and, as I subsequently discovered, it proved that Urz Beggie 
was a traitor: be ^vished to got me back through the Ghilzie districts, 
as he himself was i. man of that tribe, and would have raised the whole 
country about my ears; not a mau would have escaped to tell the tale. 

X 2 
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After duly considoriug nil the proa and cons of the case, I mounted my 
detachment at eight, p.m., and moved on towards Ghuznie. We 
marched rapidly the whole night, and at daylight had reached Nance, 
about thirteen miles from Ghuznie, but the first streak of dawn showed 
us that the people were on the alert, there were videttes on every lull, 
and in a very short time, word was passed from fort to fort, and their 
inhabitants turned out hanging on my flank and rear, and firing with 
their rifles at ns. Tlicir horsemen were bolder, they swarmed round 
us like wasps, riding up, firing their pieces at our troops, and galloping 
off to reload. We wore nearly helpless against such a foe, twice we 
charged and cut uii a few, hut the rasc-als always sought shelter near the 
numerous forts (hat covered the plain, and then laughed at us. In 
addition to not being able to catch the villains, we found that every 
time we charged or halted to show a front, it only gave the enemy time 
to circle round our flanks and head us; and their footmen also came 
up from the rear. 

Accordingly, vre left the high road altogether, and turned out into the 
plain, where the loot would scarcely dare to follow us ; and indeed, by 
proceeding at the (rot n e pretty well shook oft' these gentry, but the 
horsemen .still followed, and to add to our troubles, I found that the 
ponies on which the prisoners were mounted, wore exhausted and could 
proceed no further. As they knocked up, 1 doubled the riders on the 
other animals, but oue after another they gave in. One prisoner was 
cut down by a liorsemau of tlio enemy (plainly showing there was no 
collision between (hem), two others rolled over in a ditch, where with 
their horse atop of them, and their legs chained under his belly, I left 
them ; indeed I now found it was impossible I. could ever get my charge 
into Ghuznie alive, and I had only to decide on putting them to death 
or setting them at liberty. My inatnictions would have justified my 
pursuing the former course, but the poor wretches had clearly made no 
attempt to escape, they were in no manner answerable for the attack 
made on my party, as was evident from one of their number falling by 
the sword of our adversaries; and I conceived then, and do now con¬ 
ceive, that in letting these men go with their lives, I was only acting 
according to the strict letter, but that justice and humanity required I 
should not slay them in cold blood.—Had I put them to death, then 
Shumsoodeen, or Mahomed Akbar would have been equally justified in 
taking our lives (the lives of all their prisoners) on the advance of Pol- 
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look and Nott ou Cabul. I may add, tliat tlie Cotii’t of luquii^y wliich 
I called for, after invcBtigating all the circumstances, decided that I had 
acted perfectly right. But to return to my story. 

After following and harassing us for miles, the enemy drew' oft’, when 
\V 0 got near GJiuznie, and I rcacheil that place about 10 a.m., ou the 
HLh, with the loss of all my baggage and prisoners, and ftftocn men and 
twenty horses killed, and several wounded out of my little party. 

Every day row brought us bad accounts from Cabul, and the 
infatuation that appears to have seized the chief authorities there, not 
only hurried them on to ruin at tlio caphtal, but also paralyzed us at 
Gbuznic. Can you imagine that the necessary repairs and alterations 
in the citadel were not sanctioned, nor was Palmer permitted to lay in 
provisions V At the eleventh Iiour, the Colonel took the responsibility 
upon himself and sot to work; but most invaluable time had been 
suflfered to pass unimproved ; and when the enemy made their appear* 
ance under our walls, they found us but ill prepared for a siege, 
especially when, it was not man alone wo had to combat with but 
the rigours of a winter as intense as that of Canada. 

The enemy and the snow made their appearance together; ou the 
20th November the town w'os surrounded with the one, and the ground 
covered with the other, but in a week afterwards, the insurgents broke 
up their investment of tlie place, on a report of Me Laren’s brigade 
advancing to our relief. This permitted our destroying the villages and 
buildings within musket shot of the walls, and also aftbrded us a week’s 
skating on the ditch ; but on the 7 th December, the enemy returned in 
increased niiml'ers, and wo were then closely conftucd to the walls. 

The necessity and advantage of turning the inhabitants out of the 
town was not lost sight of, but unfortunately for us an idea had got 
abroad that the town people were strongly attached to us, and that the 
sending out so many poor people to perish in the snow' was an act of 
cruelty too great to be dreamt of. The consef[uonce was, that the 
townsmen entered into a correspondence with their countrymen on the 
outside, and on the night of the ICth December, having dug a hole 
through the town, they admitted their friends, who poured in by 
thousands, and compelled us, after lighting all that night and next day, 
to retire into tlio citadel. It so happened that from this day the winter 
set in with increased severity, and its effects soon told fearfully upon 
the men. The whole garrison, officers and men, were told off into 
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three watches, one of which was constantly on duty, so that eyery one 
in the place was eight hours on duty out of the twenty-four ; and you 
may iraaglne, tliat such constant work and expoBurc to the intense cold, 
ycry soon rendered tlio sepoys useless. The snow lay deep, very deep, 
and often in the course of a single night would fall to the depth of a 
oouple of feet. 

The tlicnnoriudoi' sunk to ten, twelve, and even fourleen degrees 
below J^ero (!!) and to such weather wore tho natives of India exposed, 
day and night, 'uith no prospect of relief, and witlr no comforts to 
enable them to support their suH'erings. Wo wore reduced to half 
rations of bad flour and raw gi’ain, on allernato days, and a seer of 
wood per day, euch man, was nil that could bo allowed, cither for 
cooking or warnilli. Tho sepoys wore constantly soaked, and unable 
to dry thorusclvos, got sickly, and the hosiiUal was crowded with men, 
w'hoso foet had ulcerated from frost bites. I do think, that if the 
enemy had pluck enough to have made a rush upon us. they could, at 
any time after Chri.straa.s-day, have carried tho works with very little 
diflioulty. As it was, however, they contented themselves with keeping 
up a smart lire rvitli their rifles, and not a man could show his head 
above the walls for a moment. Up to the 15th January this work 
continued, and wo lost throe or four men daily, from the lire of their 
marksmen, but, on tlie day mentioned, some, sort of a truce was entered 
into, and active hoslilities ceased, it being understood we wore to evacuate 
the place on the arrival of Shumsoodeon Khan. This worthy did not 
arrive till the middle of tho following month, and then the Colonel 
managed to keep him in ])lay till tho beginning of March, but, at last, 
he and his Chiefs would stand it no longer, and said, that if we did not 
give up the place immediateljg they would recommence hostilities, and 
wo, being utterly liopelcss, having no water in the citadel, and the 
snow, on which wo had depended for a supply having all vanished, our 
provisions being e.xliaustcd, and there being no prospect of the arrival 
of succour, wo had no resource but to make tho best terms wo could 
and trust to provitleneo that the enemy would abide by them. On the 
6th March, rvo marched out from tho citadel, under a treaty, signed 
and solemnly sworji lo by all tho Chiefs, that wc should he escorted in 
safety and honor to Pcshaw'ur, with our colours, arms and baggage, 
and fifty rounds of ammunition per man. There was still some snow 
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in the Passes between Ghuznie, and till that should melt, and the 
necessary carriage could bo procured for us, wo were quartered in a 
portion of the town immediately below tlio citadel. Searccly had we 
entered our now abode, wlioii our enemies tiling off the mask, and 
showed how much tlioy valued oaths made to InMois, 

At noon on l]io7tli, whilst, nearly every man of ours was cooking 
and we were totally unprepared for an outbreak, the Ghazoes ruslied 
upon our lines, and succeeded in carrying the houses iu which my 
squadron had boon placed. I n a.s in llio next house, with Burnet, of 
the. 64th, and Hiicliolsou, of the 27tli, there being no decent room for 
me in my own proper quarters. On lieariug tbo uproar I ran to the 
roof, to 800 what was the mattci’, and linding what had taken place 
among my men, and that balls were Hying thick, I called up Burnet; 
be had scarcely joined mo, when he was struck down by a rifle ball, 
which knocked his eye out, and, as lie was then rendered /ton de combat, 
I assumed command of tho two companios of the 27th, that had been 
under him, an .l Nicholson and myself proceeded to defend ourselves 
as well as our oircumstanees would permit. AVo wei’o on tlie left of the 
mass of housijs occupied by our troops, and tho lirst and sharpest 
attacks ivore directed at us. The enemy fired our house, and 
gradually, us room after room caught lire, we wore forced to retreat to 
tho others, till at last by niidnigiit of tho Htli, our house was nearly 
burnt in halves. We wore exhausted with hunger and thirst, having 
had nothing to cat or drink since the morning of tho 7th, our ammu¬ 
nition was expended, tho prlaee was lillecl with dead and dying men, 
and our positi ,m w as no longer tenable, but tho only ontranoe in fi’ont 
of tho house ivas surrounded by the enemy, and w'e scarcely know how 
to get out and endeavour to joiu Colonel Palmer; at last we dug a hole 
through tho w all of the hack of the house, wo had only bayonets to 
work with, and it cost us much labour to make a bole suflioiontly large 
to admit of one man at a time dropping from it into the street below, 
but we were fortunate enough to got clear out of our ruined quarters 
in tliis way and join tho Colonel iinpcroeived by the savages round us. 
As soon as day broke on tho 9th, they occupied our abandoned post, 
and shortly afterwards attacked and carried the next house, in which 
were poor Lumsden and his wife jind thirty sepoys, every one of whom 
and their sen ants were put to death. On the morning of the 10th, Poett 
and Davis were obliged to retire from their posts, and the survivors 
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were now asaombled in the two houses held by Colonel Palmer and the 
head quarters of the corps. You cannot picture to yourself the scene 
those two houses presented : every room was crammed, not only with 
sepoys but camp followers, men, women, and children, and it is 
astonishing the slaughter among them was not greater, seeing that the 
guns of the citadel sent round shot crashing through the walls, I saw 
high caste men groping in the mud, endeavouring to discover pieces of 
unmelted ioo that by sueting them they might relievo their thirst that so 
tormented them. Certainly when that morning dawned I tliought it was 
the last 1 should see on earth, and so did wo all, and proceeded 
to make a few little arrangements ere the final attack on us took place. 

The regimental colours were burnt, to prevent their falling into the 
hands of the enemy. I destroyed my watch, and flung it, and what 
money I had, over the wall of tlie ditch ; I also burnt my poor wife’s 
miniature, first cramming the gold framo of it into a musket, being 
determined that one of tho G-hazoos should have his belly full of gold 
ere I died. Hour after hour passed on, and still we sat expecting every 
minute to hear tho shout of the final attaclc, but it came not; from our 
loop holes we saw tho enomy swanuing all around us in every lane and 
house, and on tho hill of tho citadel; the place w'as black with their 
masses, and as they themselves afterwards told us, there were not loss 
than ten thousand men thirsting. But it appears that Shumsoodeen had 
been afflicted with qualms of conscience, and had held a council of his 
Chiefs, on the subject of admitting ns to quarter.' I should tell you, 
that during the throe previous days fighting, Shumsoodeen had 
repeatedly offered us terms, but they were such as we could not 
accede to; inasmuch as they commenced by desiring us to surrender 
ourselves to him, and abandon tho sepoys to the fury of the Ghazees. 
Tho sepoys, it appears, had held a consultatiou among themselves, and 
believing that they had no chance of their lives, determined on forcing 
their way out of the town and endeavouring to get to Peshawur. 
When we first heard of this mad design, and spoke to the men about 
it, they denied it, but on tho 10th, two native officers came forward, 
and told us that they had made up their minds to go off that night; 
that if wo chose to accompany them, they would be exceedingly glad; 
but if otberwise, they would go alone; it was in vain that we pointed 
out the utter impracticability of their plan; they had got an idea 
among them that Peshawur was not above fifty or sixty miles off across 
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the country, and that there was a short cut to it across the mountains, 
They immediately commenced digging a hole through the outer wall of 
the town, by which, as soon as it got dark, they might march out into the 
country. Seeing tliat our men had now thrown oft’ all authority, and 
wore about to desert ua, we had nothing further to do, but to make the 
best bargain wo coidd for onr lives. Sliiimsoodcen and all his Chiefs 
again swore bj’ Ghazee, all that was holy, that if we laid down our 
arms, we shoulil be honourably treated, and sent to Oabul to tho Shah, 
as soon as possible. At ten p.m. we surrendered. The Chief sent and 
begged the oilicers to come into the citadel immediately, as tho Ghazoos 
were yelling for the blood of tho Eeringcc Kolllrs, and ho could not 
answer for our safety if we delayed till daylight; accordingly, wo went 
up to the citadel and gave up our swords, llui Chief placing bodies of his 
men around our lata quarters, to keep the Ghazocs from molesting tho 
sepoys; a large party of these latter, how'ever, during the night, endea¬ 
voured tci put their ridiculous plan of flight into execution, and made 
their way about two or throe miles from tho town ; it came on to snow 
heavily; they got bewildered in the iields, and in tlio morning were 
all cut to piec(^s or made prisoners. l<'or tbo lirst few days after we 
had surrendered, we wore treated pretty tolerably ; tho Chief and his 
brother used 1o visit and condole with us on tho change of fortune wo 
had experienced, and expressed liicir sorrow' at the violence of their 
fanatical followers, not having permitted their strict observance of the 
treaty on whii'h we bad yielded U]» tho citadel to them ; but gradually 
they discontinued their visits ; every litttc thing we had managed to 
secure, such as watelies, penknives, money, &c., was taken from us, and 
we were strictly confined to a small room, eighteen feet by thirteen. 
In it were ten. of us, so you may imagine wo had not much room to 
spare ; indeed, when we lay down at night wo exactly occupied the 
w'hole floor, and when we wanted to take a little exercise, we were 
obliged to waik u]) and down (six paces) in turns. Few' of us had a 
change C'f linen, imd tho consequence was, wo were soon sw’arming with 
vermin, the catching of which afforded ua an hour’s employment every 
morning. I wore my solitary shirt for five w'ceks, till it heeamo 
literally black and rotten, and I am really surprised that none of us 
contracted any loathsome disease, from the state of filth we were com¬ 
pelled to lire in. On tho 7th of April, we heard of Shah Soojab’s 
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murder, and from that date the severities of our coufinoment were 
redoubled; they shut and darkened the solitary window from which 
wo derived light and air, and they also kept the door of our room 
constantly closed, so that the air wc breathed became perfectly pesti¬ 
ferous. On the tilat of the month, tliey tortured Colonel Palmer with 
a tent peg and ropes, iu such a iiiaiinor that it is wonderful he ever 
recovered tho use of his foot. I cannot, in a letter, explain tho process 
of the torture; wo all witnessed it, and it was something on the pn-inciplo 
of the Scotch boot, described in Old Mortality.” M o were told we 
should each be tortured in our turn, unless wo gave up lour lacs of 
rupees, wliich tho rascals swore wo had bin'icd, and that if w'o continued 
obstinate, they told us wo should bo Idown from guns, bogiuning with 
the junior. This was a pleasant sort of life to lead, never being certain 
of that life for twenty-four hours together. In tho end of April our 
guards suddenly hocamo particularly dvil to us for a few days, and wo 
found out they had a report of the advance of our troops ; indeed, up 
to tho period of our actual release, wo enuld always form a pretty 
shrewd guess of wliat our troops wore about, by tho treatment wo 
experienced at the hands of our captors. If there was any forward 
movement among our people, any arrival of rciiiforocments at J ellalahad 
or Oandahar, &c., then wo were treated well for a low days, and we got 
better food, but if our people appeared to bo idle, and things remained 
in statu quo for a U'oek, tlxen our guard taunted us on tho unu atlilco 
spirit of Feringoo armies, and boasted how they would e.xterminatc 
them if they advancxal. Ctool Mahomed Khiiu, the brother of Shum- 
soodoen, who had always behaved more civilly tow'ards us than the big 
Chief, was, unfortujiatcly for us, despatched to Cahul on business, 
about the middle of April, but I believe it was owing to tho receipt of 
a letter from him, that on tho 12th of Mxiy, wo w'cre permitted to quit 
our prison room, and walk on tho tovraco of tho citadel for one hour, 
and wo were told that similar kindness w'ould be showm to us once a 
week (!!!) riz., on Friday, when Shumsoodexin was to make a religious 
pio nio to a neighbouring sbriiio. Even this wo thought a great 
blessing, and used to count tho days and liours to each succeeding 
Friday, anxiously expecting the moment when our guards W'ould tell 
US we might breatlie God’s fresh air, and look on the green fields for 
the allotted period. I thought I had always been an admirer of the 
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beauties of nature, but I never imagined tbat the time would bave 
come, that; the sight of a few 01 ‘dinary fields of clover and wheat would 
have caused me such delight in their coutemphition. 

On the L5th of June, Gool Maliomcd returned from Cabul, bringing 
with him some of the ladies of Ids brother’s family j on their account 
we were (old wo should bo removed to other quarters, and of course 
wo expected a change for the woi'se, but, as it eventually proved, we 
were agrei^ably disajipointcd. Just at this period, one of our number. 
Lieutenant Davis, 27th Native Infantry, had sicheued with typhus 
fever; we liad no niodicines, no eomforls for him, and ho lay on the 
ground deliriou?, raving about borne arid his famll 3 ^ and every hour 
proving worse, till on the lOlh death put an end to his suU'erings. 
Wo read the burial service over him, uud thou made his body over to 
tho guard to bury, but I am afraid they inerrly Hung the poor fellow 
into a ditch ou.tsldi! the gate. It was a, melancholy ceremony, that 
burial; few among us, I imagine, but thought it might ho his turn 
next, especially no'v that siekuess hail broken out in such a shape. 
However, on tlio following day wo were removed to another building, 
rvhere we had three or lour rooms to ourselves, and a court-yard to walk 
about in, and our guard was replaced by a more civil set. 

I'his wa.s a delightful change, and beiug gretjdy of fresh air after so 
long a deprivation of il, we made the most of our novt' berth by always 
sleeping in tho open air in the i®urt-yurd. J.t is true it was utterly 
impossible to get a minute’s rest in any of the rooms allotted to us, 
as they were swarming with the foulest vermin ; so we thought it no 
hardship to have the slurs for a canopy, and for three months we never 
slept under a rocif, oj‘ with any other covering beyond our sheepskin 
cloaks. 

From this date, the conduct of Shumsoodeon towards us improved 
greatly; he camo to see us frequently, and chatted in a kind manner, 
always telling us wc should shortly be sot at liberty in exchange for 
Dost Mahomed, who was returning to Cabal, having been freed 
by our government. This gave us renewed hopes of soon again 
becoming free agents, and as our circumstances were improved, and our 
guards more friendly' towards us, or captivity was more easily borne, 
but still as time wore on, and nothing definite was learnt regarding our 
release, we again began to dospaii-, especially when tho middle of 
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August arrired, and we seemed as far as ever from the attainment of 
our wishes. 

It was on the 19th August, we had as usual wrapped ourselves up 
in our cloaks, and taken lodgings on the cold ground for the night 
when the Chief suddenly entered the yard, and told us w'o were to 
march immediately for Cabiil. And sure enough, in half an hour after¬ 
wards, wo found ourselves going along in pairs in Kujiawars on each side 
of camels, and moving towards the capital. How delighted we were to 
bid adieu to the walls of Ghuznie. I do believe, if we had known we 
were going to execution, the change would nevertheless have gladdened 
us. We reached Cabul in three days, without meeting any adven¬ 
ture on the road ; but we were abused most grossly by the populace 
as we proceeded through the streets of the city; fortunately, it was 
in the dusk of the evening, and but few people witnessed our arrival, 
otherwise they might not have confined their ill-treatment to words. 
We wont direct to Mahomed Akbar’s quarters in the Bala Hissar, 
and from him vre met with the kindest reception. I could not bring 
myself to believe that the stout, good-humoured, open-hearted looking 
young man, who was making such kind inquiries after our health, and 
how we had borne the fatigues of the journey, could be the murderer 
of Maenaghten, and the leader of the massacre of our troops. He told 
us, we came most unexpectedly; that though ho had written re¬ 
peatedly to have us sent to him (as he had heard wo were ill-treated 
by Shumsoodoen), yet no attention had been paid to bis orders, 
and now that we had come, it was without any intimatiou of our 
approach; he bade us be of good cheer, as our future comfort would 
be bis care, and we should find ourselves treated like ofSoers and 
gentlemen. 

After many similarly civil speeches, ho ordered dinner, and sent for 
Troup and Pottinger to see us; when they arrived, the whole of us, 
Mahomed Akbar, his Chiefs, and ourselves, all sat down to the best 
meal I had had for many a month. The Wuzeer (as he always 
styled himself) chatted and joked away on different subjects during 
the meal, and shortly after its conclusion dismissed us, saying he would 
make us over to the care of Pottinger and Troup for the night, and we 
might go and have a chat with them in private, as doubtless we were 
anxious to do so. On the following morning, the arch-fiend sent us an 
excellent breakfast, and horses to carry us out a few miles to the fort. 
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where the other British prisonors were living, and he desired a list of 
our wants, regarding clothes, &c., might be made out, and they should 
be furnished. Wo found our countrymen living in what appeared to 
us a small paradise; they had comfortable quarters, servants, money, 
and no little baggage, and a beautiful garden to walk about in. To our 
groat regret, we had only been four or live days in this elysium, when 
we were sent off t o Bamean ; being thus away from the immediate care 
of Mahomed Akimr, we soon found ourselves called on to rough it 
once more. Tents had been sent for the use of the ladies, but our 
guards would only pitch them when it suited their convenience, and 
consequently the poor women and children had frequently to bivouac 
with us men, and that too in the nipping night air of the mountains ; 
none of them, however, lam happy to say, suffered in the least, and 
they, one and all, bore their privations most admirably. 
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THE DEFENCE OF KHELAT-LGHILZIE. 


We marcliecl into quarters at Khelat-i-Glrilzle in November, 1841, 
Our barracks Tvero excellent, but the fortifications of the place were 
little more than commenced on, and alon" some hundred yards 
of the works there; was neither wall nor ditch. Directly we got 
news of the insurrection at Cabul tlio sepoys were set to work to 
strengthen the defeuees of the post—scarps, palisades, parapets, and a 
ditch at the moat aeccsaiblo parts of the works were commenced on, 
and both ofScers and men continued to work at them until the winter 
set well in, and the frost rendorod the ground so hard, that there was 
no longer any worldiig it. On the 9th December about fifteen hun¬ 
dred Ghilzios made their appearance, with the intention, as they said, 
of besieging us. They took up their ground about two and a half 
miles off, but their w'arllke efforts were confined to firing a few shots 
into the place at night, and an attempt made by a party of their horse 
to cut oil’ some of onr men who were cutting bhoossah for fuel, in 
which they were foiled by the sepoys of the guard. 

A fall of snow compelled tbcm to decamp after nine days, and the 
only damage tlioy did us wais to make all the Chiefs in our neighbour¬ 
hood “ yagee.”* Of all the Chiefs wliom we had paid and supported 
only one man adhered to us, and he a person of no great influence. 
The winter now set in with severity, and the cold soon became exces¬ 
sive. We had no doors for the barracks, and neither doors nor glass 
for tho windows of our quarters, which were large and lofty rooms, 
some 36 feet long, and our supply of firewood wo were obliged to hus¬ 
band, so that wo never covdd keep our rooms warm. You must recol¬ 
lect Khelat-i-Ghilzie; its situation is a very exposed one, situated in 
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the throat of a funnel: high winds prevail throughout the year, and in 
winter the lower the temperature sunk the higher blew the north wind. 
Snow lay for two mouths on the ground, and tho thermometer fell as 
low as forty degrees below the freezing point. With no doors to the 
barracks, and only such rough purdahs as grain bags, which were all 
wo could get, you may conceive how much our men suffered; a gale 
of wind always blowing when the temperature was below zero, and 
usually, too, blowing most strongly at night. I have never experienced 
a u inter so cominuously cold. When we entered the garrison we had 
provision in flour for the troops for upwards of six months ; hut as we 
got an inci'caso of three hundred men to tho post, when Colonel Mao- 
laren’s brigade passed us on its return to Candahar, wo had many 
additional mouths to feed, and we knew not how long wo might bo 
required to hold the post. We had a quantity of wheat in store, but 
with tho country all rouud yagee,’’ wo had not the means of grinding 
it. Wo got possession of some inlllstoncs, and tried to get up mills, but 
after getting ali the machiiiory in order, we found that all the water 
we could («niniand was not siiflieient to keep tho machinery in motion. 
Wc then tried i bullock-mill, which also failed from our not being able 
to fabricate tiu: iron-work of sulHcient solidity, and wo should have 
betm utterly ncnplused, had not au ofllcer in tho garri.son possessed a 
book on mecliaiiies, iu whlelt was contained a desoription of a vertical 
hand-mill, capable of grinding soim; sixteen miiund.s ilaily. This we 
succeeded lu eonstnicting, after two moiitii.s and a half’s labour upon 
mills, and no liii-lo anxiety as to the result. Wc w'cre now easy in our 
minds, for this witli some .small hand-mills gave ua tho means of sup¬ 
porting our gaiTlsoii for some twt> or three additional months, and wo 
knew our men 'youLl fight and hold tho post against all the Affghans 
in the country as long as our provi.sions lasted. We had occasional 
eorarauniciition witli. Candahar hy means of highly paid cossids, and we 
thus learned tlio disastrous fate of our Cabul comrades. Tho tedium 
of the winter was excessive, but it passed at last. With tho spring 
our labours on tho dofonees recommenced, and as soon as the weather 
became mild, the hostile Chiefs of the two groat Gliilzie tribes iu our 
neighbourhood made their appearance. These gentlemen had spent 
the winter in a more sheltered locality, and, as long as they were not 
near us, the villagers brought in commodities for sale; but with their 
appearance all supjilies ceased. On two occasions wc were obliged to 
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cliapjpow * sheep—the first vas a peaceable affair, we secured a whole 
flock without let or hindrance, but, on the second occasion, we had to 
fight for them, and had a few men wounded. Wo had forty-three 
European artillerj'men in the garrison, and it was chiefly for them that 
the animal food was required. Tlie supply of all their necessaries ran 
out in winter and on two dift'erent occasions they were for some days 
on bread and water, yet they never grumbled, worked as well as if 
they had been highly fed, and bore all their privations with the most 
admirable good humour. The hostile Ghilzie Chiefs at first brought 
only a few hundred men with them, and took up their quarters at a 
safe distance of some miles from us; but during all April they were 
receiving aecessiona to their force, and w ith these accessions their bold¬ 
ness increased, until they diminished their distance to less than a mile 
to the place. As they approached, our range necessarily became more 
limited, and wo had neither cav.alry nor the means of moving a gun, 
and the country round Khelat-i-Ghilzie is full of ravines, and exceed¬ 
ingly favourable to the skulking mode of ligliting which these gentry 
moat approve of. We were latterly, as the investment became more 
close, obliged to confine ourselves to the narrow space within our de¬ 
fences ; these by the continued labour of our men had become very 
respectable, and sucb as we deemed no Affghaa witbout the aid of guns 
would have attempted. Tn this, however, we were agreeably disap¬ 
pointed. Towards the middle of May the enemy commenced to dig 
trenches round tb(' place, working at them all night. By the 2Cth they 
had completely surrounded us with them, the nearest being within two 
hundred and fifty yards of our defences. These were all loop-holed, 
and afforded the enemy perfect cover; they were constructed, too, 
with some skill as to position, as tho advanced trendies wore invariably 
protected by two or three trenches in their rear, and they were uni¬ 
formly placed, BO as to have tho advantage of any natural cover afforded 
by the ground. From these trenches the hottest fire any of us had 
ever seen Afighaus keep up was poured upon any one who exposed 
himself; obviously picked marksmen were selected for the duty, for 
they fired exceedingly well for Atfghans, and at ranges of from COO to 
700 yards, their long jezails threw balls with great accuracy. They 
were so completely sheltered in these trenches that we seldom had an 
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opportunity of firing at tliem excepting n lion parties were relieving 
eacli other, nnd then the double-barrels and rifles of the officers came 
into play. Kuch had been tlie monotony of onr previous oxistenoa 
that it was a matter of great amiiaemcnt firing at these gentry, and it 
rvas seldom tliat any fidlow got into the nearer trenches in daylight, 
without running the gauntlet of a few doublo-hiirrels, On the evening 
of the 20tl] of May the enemy were unii.sually quiet, and so few of 
them visible, that it was a matter of doidit whether the greater number 
of thorn had not decamped. A few of them wore obscwvcd, by moans 
of our telesi opes, at a di.stant fort practi.sing escaladiiig with scaling 
ladders, and thi.s was tho first intimation wo had of their having con 
Btructed these articles. 

Offioera and men had, for several nights previously, kept at their 
posts i there was bright moonlight, and the night passed with unusual 
quietness, iiutil towards morning tlio moon went down. The attention 
of the offleor on duty was then suddenly arrested by tho clatter of 
horses’ feet, indicating tho close presonco of a largo body of horse, and 
tlie word was passed rorind to get rcaily. .Shortly afterwards tho whole 
face of tho a-orks was assaulted by dense bodies of tho enemy. The 
morning w,iis so dark, that they were wuthin a Iiundred yards before 
they were observed, though wo were on the look out for them, and they 
camo on with groat holducs.s, shouting “ All,ah ! Albah They were 
received w'ith discharges of grope, and a hot ilro of musketry, which 
must have done heavy execution among their dense masses ; still they 
pressed on, pusliing their attack with' the greatest vohemcnoo at tho 
north-cast and north-west angles of tho work.s, where tho ascent was 
most easy, and the defences apjiarently most accessible. At tho north¬ 
east angle tho defences consisted of a ditch, soai'p of some seven or 
eight feet in height; a slope of some eight feet between the top of the 
scarp and tho parapet, tho latter consisting of sand bags. The enemy, 
by tho aid of scaling ladders, crossed the ditch, ascended the scarp and 
sloping bank, and endeavoured to get over tho pmrapet: hero they were 
resolutely met with the musket and bayonet. Thrice they came boldly 
on to tho as.sqult, planting one of their standards within a yard of the 
muzzle of one of our guns, and thrice they were driven back ; only one 
man suoeeoded in getting into the pfiace, and he was shot with his foot 
on the axle of this gun. Two guns were in position at this part of the 
works, and tho attempts of tho enemy to get within tho works through 
VOL. ii, r 
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their embrasures, aud over the parapets on cither side, were so deter- 
mined that the artillerymen for some minutes wore obliged to quit 
their guns, and betake themselves to the musket and b.'iyonot, with 
which they did good sorvieo j tho sepoys, too, fought well; one of them 
was observed by the artillerymen to bayonet four men. Tho principal 
annoyance suffered by tho garrison was from showers of heavy stones ; 
these wore thrown into tho works in groat quantity to cover tho esca- 
ladors, and several of our men rvero knocked down and smartly bruised 
by them. During the height of tho .assault, tlio enemy tired little; they 
had apparently slung their matchlocks and came on sword in hand, but 
they were met by a fire so deadly and well sustained that they had no 
chance of success, d'he ofBeors of the garrison were all surprised at tho 
boldness and determination of the attack, but we understood afterwards 
that, trusting to their numbers, and emboldened no doubt by their pre¬ 
vious successes at Kabul and Grhnznio, they reckoned so confidently on 
taking the place, that many of their women were waiting in the ravines 
close at hand to share in tlie plunder of the garrison. The assault lasted 
from twenty minutes to half an hour, and at day break they drew ofi', 
carrying away all their wounded, and many of their dead. 

A party of them took refuge behind some rocks at tho N.W. angle 
of tho works, and jusi under tho harracka, popping their heads out oc¬ 
casionally ; they fired a few' shots at us, but they fired so seldom, that 
their numbers wore supposed to bo few. Two companies of sepoys 
sallied out to unearth them, and to the surprise of all, at least 300 men 
broke cover and bolted for the neighbouring ravines faster than we ever 
saw Affghans do bofoi’c. A heavy fire w as poured into them, but they 
ran so fast, and cover was so close, that few of tliem foil. The greater 
part of the enemy retired into tlio ravines, into which they had dragged 
their dead and wounded, and from day light until half-past two p.m. 
they wore employed in carrying them off. From their trenches on tho 
north face of tho works, which W'cro filled witli men, they kept up a 
pretty constant firo to cover this process. Had we possessed a few 
good cavalry wo should have inflicted a heavier loss on them, but they 
were strong in horse, having about 800 in tho field, while we had not a 
mounted man, and so it; avas judged prudent, as tho ground afforded ex¬ 
cellent cover for their mode of lighting, to rest satisfied with the thrash¬ 
ing wo had given them, and to permit them to carry off their wounded 
without incurring the loss of our own men in moving on to attack them. 
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They loft 104 t oad bodioa at llio foot of the dcfonoos, and within a fow 
days after the assanlt, the Political Agent ascertained tliat tile number 
of killed, and of wounded men, who died within a few days after the 
action, considerably oxcoodod 400. On the dead bodies wero found 
quantities of orr own magazine cartridges, supposed to have been pro¬ 
cured at GhnzniO, and which accounted for their imusual oxponditui'o of 
ammunition. (Computed by thomselvcs the lowest inimbcr of assailants 
was stated at 5,500 men, tho higlicst at 7,000. On the body of tlio Kazir 
of Moor A Hum, Chief of the lloliiek tribe of Oliilzios, who foil in tho 
assault, ws.s found tlio immher roll of his coiitlngen t amounting to 2,000 
and odd men ; ho furnished about a third part of tho force, so that tho 
number of assailants must have been about 0,000 men. 

By sunset on tho day of attack not an enemy was vi.sil)le, and it was 
a source of honest gratulation to th(! gari-ison, that wo had driven off 
our enemies and inflicted a heavy loss on Ihom l)y our own efforts 
Tho garrison consisted of about lliiO ineii, about 500 of whom wero 
actually engaged. When we took joossossiou of the pliuiO it consisted 
of little m<wo U an tlirec ranges of barracks f<ir tho I roops, built on a 
commanding position. 

By the assidi ous labour of the sepoys, and the constant supervision 
of the engineer and oflicers, it had been converted into a post of such 
strength, as, ifvmll clefcnded, would hav(! puzzlcfl regular troops unfur¬ 
nished to take, and did defy Adglmns. It must have been a source of 
honest pride to our excellent t'ominanding OlUccr to find, that w hen 
positions of greater strength had submitted, ho had not only fortified 
his own post, but maintained it, and signally defeated the enemy be¬ 
fore! it. 

Troops ill qui.rtcrs in this country have seldom suilcred more from 
the severity of climate, and the privation of accustomed necessaries, 
than those at Khclat-i-Ghilzio. During tho more severe days in 
winter, the Hindoo sepoys did not cook for two days together, and 
oven the Huropeans, so bitter was the cold, wero glad to keep their 
barracks, and even their beds, to keoji themselves wariii. Our 
bazar was latterly destitute of everything oxcejiting tho usual commis¬ 
sariat ration.s issued from the godowm,* and for some months these ivero 
served out to the sepoys on a redneed scale. A.s for the oll’ccrs they 

’ Godiwii, storehouse, collar, warehouse, or storeroom. 

Y 2 



324 


APPENDIX. 


laughed at their own privations, but they will not soon forget the 
dreary winter days, their shivering meetings at mess table, their tiffins 
of bread and water, and their nights at mess to discuss their scanty 
fare, to which hunger was an excellent sauce, and tho only seasoning. 
Two days after tho defeat of tho enemy, wo heard of tho advance of 
Colonel Wynier’s brigade to relieve us, which arrived on tho 26th of 
May. Wo moved into camp, the barracks and defences of Khelat-i- 
Ghilzie were destroyed, and tlio 7th of June saw us safe at Candahar. 
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ATTACK ON, AND CAPTAIN FERRIS’S ESCAPE 
FROM, PESH BOLAK. 


Pesli Bolak is situated half way hutweeu Lallpooroh and Jellalabad, 
and there is a cantonment there for one of Shnh Soojah’a regiments 
the JozaUchces or Rifles, commanded by Captain Ferris. 

The officers attaolied to thi.s corps wore Captain Gerard, second in 
command. Lieutenant Lukin, Adjutant, and Dr llitohie. 

Captain Gerard, with 300 men, had been detached to succour 
Captain Burn's post at Gvindumuck ; tills, with various demands upon 
his regiment, left Captain Ferris but 250 men to defend ins post, keep 
open the communication and guard treasure to the amount of 50,000 
rupees. 

Near the cantonment is an old fort, ill-calculatod to stand a siege; 
indeed you might Lave marched a section through a breach in one of 
the curtains, and his Majesty’s regiment of Jezailcliees, or that 
portion of them at Fesh Bolak, would, ere this, have had their quietus 
but for some slight suspicions respecting the lute of the surrounding 
country, which induced Captain Ferris to stop the gap in the wall, and 
ho was enalfled to do so with a number of bricks wbicb lay close at 
band. 

In the early part of October, Captain Ponsonby, Assistant Adjutant- 
General, Lieutenant Harrington, 5tb Light Cavalry, with twenty-four 
troopers, and Dr Stiven, Superintending SiU’geon, halted at Pesh 
Bolak, at the recommendation of the Political Agent, Captain ATaokeson, 
as the country a-head was said to be in a state of insurrection. A 
Parsee merchant, with a large and valuable investment, also took 
refuge at Pesh Bolak. 
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Matters continned tranquil until the 13tli November, vrhen, at 
half-past ten at night, the pieqimts were attacked, but without sustain¬ 
ing any loss; a bi’urer of Dr Stivou’s was Icillcd, and a troop horse 
wounded; the enemy were driven oil. Wo the next day endeavoured 
to discover wlio were our foes, and we had just come to tlie conclusion 
that they were cummon thieves, when, uhoqt three o’clock, p.m., there 
issued from the Golahl forts, close to tiu) cantonments, some two 
hundred men, who opened a sharp lire and advanced upon the olBcers’ 
bungalows. 

To repel them, the trooy)evs of the 3th Light Cavalry (late of the 
2nd), and a eomjiany of .Tezailcheos turned out, and a very pretty affair 
commenced in skirmishing order. Although the ground was not favour- 
nhlo for cavalry the troopers bchavi'd w’cll, and one man, Earn Singh, 
a Eajpoot, displayed signal intrepidity. lie was met, with equal 
courage, hy two Affghans ou foot, one of whom sliot him through the 
body. The monu iit ho fell from liis liorse, a Jozailehee, n mere youth, 
mounted the animal, and, taking a deliberate aim at the two Affghans 
who were quenching their thirsty swords in the blood of the trooper 
as he lay on the ground, shot one of tlicm dead on the spot. 

The enemy being compelled to retire lly the superior tire of the 
.rezailchoes, wo I'ommenced our work to render the riclcetty old fort 
defensible; there wore neither loop-holes n^r banquettes. To remedy 
the first deficiency, nioorchus of loose hricjks were constructed, and a 
portion of the inside of the wall, cut away, served for the latter. 

Tlie ofllocrs were enabled to get most of their baggage out of the 
bungalows into the fort; the Parsce’s investments had been lodged 
there some time ijcfore. 

Our enemies were rapidly increasing in numbers, and soon returned, 
filling the air w ilh horrid yells, brandishing their swords, and cutting 
all sorts of war capers and mities, a mode of horrifying their enemies, 
generally adoptml by Eastern nations. 

During the remainder of the day and the whole of the night a con¬ 
tinued lire wa.s kept up on the walls, and well replied toby our men, 
who were enabled to pick off a number of the enemy by the strong 
light of the bungalows and Hues which they had set fire to. On the 
15th, the Shinwarries, tho Sungoo Kail, Dch Suruk men, and Pesh 
Bolakhees, besides a numerous body of Kochecs or wandering Ghiljies, 
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joined tlio G olabi men, comprising altogether a force of 6,000. They 
surrounded the fort, and became bold, oven to rashness. 

To cool their ardour wo contrived, with immense labour, to raise the 
only gun we had, a six-pounder, and getting it into a position on the 
centre bastion, at the west side of the fort, a few round shot from it 
caused them to approach with more caution in that position. Ourmon 
behaved nobly, poor follows ; obliged to work, day and night, they had 
no rest; they seemed, however, to consider it good sport, and when 
any of the enemy wore knocked over they crowed amazingly. 

At length the miserable intelligence was communicated to us by 
tbe Adjutant, that we had but ono day’s supply of ammmunition in 
the magazineCaptain Ferris had sent in Ids indents to Ciibul six 
months before. Comment is unnecessary ; be had represented the state 
of the fort too ; hut who cares for an outpost 

In this most depressing state of things we tried negotiation, but the 
villains know wo wore iu neoil both of men and powder, and swore they 
wmJd give terms to none, except the Indies. 

Here I must pause to implore my fair countrywomen in India never 
to place themselves iu the situation of these poor ladies at Posh 
Bolak. 

To attempt a description of the sufferings of Mrs Ferris and her sis¬ 
ter would require an abler pen than mine. We, in contemplation of 
them, felt our very heart strings wTuug, and were compelled to seek 
relief from such torture by resorting to the stern work before us. And 
we did serve out tin; “ turbaned warriorsthey went down one after 
another like ivme pins, and a round of grape, judiciously pitched 
into a lump cf them, scut a dozen by the shortest route into 
Paradise. 

The Adjutant, Lieutenant Lukin, deserves the credit of that shot, 
and his Addiscombe education taught him to lay the guns as well as 
any of our artillery olHeers could have done it. 

We now made a discovery calculated to appal the stoutest heart ; we 
had enemies inside the fort as well as out. Treachery was at work, 
and the knowledge of the fact threw a dismal gloom over the spirits of 
olHeers, already .low enough. Captain Ponsonhy, on going to his post 
at night, called for the native officer under him ; ho was replied to by 
the snap of a pistol, which fortunately missed lire. SeerainR not to 
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observe tlie oircumstiinee, Captain Ponsonby ordered the man to mount 
the wall, which he did. 

The following day the native officer reported that one of their num¬ 
ber was corresponding with the enemy. They undertook, however, to 
manage him in their own way—they harangued him, taunted him with 
perfidy, and succeeded in making him ashamed of himself, and finally 
made him swear upon the Koran to bo true to his salt. His conduct 
eventually proved his .sincerity, for he exerted himself most strenuously 
against the enemy. 

On the morning of the IGLli we wore informed the enemy were pre¬ 
paring mines, They liad previously made an attempt to place dried 
buUruahcs at the gate, in order to burn it, but were compelled to “leave 
that.” 

We liad sent lott(!r3 for assistance to Jellahibad, to Tora Baz Khan, 
the Mohumudan Cliiof at Lallpoorah, and to Captain Maokeson, at 
Peshawui'i but it was evident none of them bad been received. We 
had, in vain, tried negotiation, and having only twenty-fivo rounds per 
man left, wo hold a council of war. Our deliberations were brief 
enough; we decided upon cutting our way througli tbo multitude 
around us—better to die like men, than like rats in a hole. 

Moantirae wo plied the gun, and gave no indication that could lead 
the enemy to guess our intentions. Our own men, however, had ob¬ 
served the failure of the ammunition, or apprehended something had 
gone wrong, and several of them tlirew their bundles over the wall, 
preparing to desert ; five of them led the way, jumped into the ditch 
and ran off to the enemy, who at once cut them in pieces before tho 
eyes of tlie garrison, upon whom tlie lesson was not lost, as no more 
tried the experinieut. 

Tho shades of evening fell upon friend and foe alike, and the tired 
and war-worn garrison ot Pesh Bolak prepared for a still greater trial 
than any they had yet been put to. 

It was decided that not a particle of baggage should be taken, indeed 
there was no possibility of doing so. 

The two ladies were placed on horseback behind two of the native 
officers, the garrison was disjiosod so as to render their fire effective in 
front, to both flanks and to the rear, and tho camp followers were 
securely placed between the main body and the rear guard. 
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EverythiD,? being arranged, the gates were opened, and a few of tbe 
rear-guard ccutinuing to lire from the walls to lull suspicion, tbe word 
to march was given, and at about half-past six or seven we issued forth. 
On we nioToc and silently, until clearing the lines, wo were challenged; 
the answer w.is a bullet, and in a moment all was a blaze of fire, the 
balls whistled from every quarter, while above the universal din of fire 
arms were heard the shrill cries of the Alfghans, who charged sword in 
hand up the column. 

Eerris’s orcerlj' was cut down, and his horse shot in the mouth. 
Blows fell hard and fast, and many of our men fell under them, but still 
wo fought the good fight and pressod on. 

I know not liow the giddcs managed to lead the way, for there was 
thick darkness caused by a cloud of dust and smoke, tbrougli which the 
flashing of jezails was alone visible. 

The enemy not relishing the unexpected entertainment we earned 
out for them, began to sheer off, probably attracted by the plunder of 
the fort, w here they were well rewarded for their labour, but it is to be 
hoped they cut each other's throats whilo squabbling over the spoil. 

We had yet to sustain the fire from the fort that lay in our road, but 
wo passed it urhurt, and bad the satisfaction of continuing our march 
without interruption, until we reached the Pass above Ilnzar-now, when 
about forty men attacked the rear guard, but w'crc beaten off. 

The Huzar-now people were lying in wait for us on tlie high road; 
hut as we proceeded by a different route, they were disappointed. At 
three o’clock on ho morning of the 17lh, wo reached Girdee, where wo 
found Tora Baz Ivhan, who received u.s liospitably, and at day light 
conducted u.s to I jullpoorah. 

A large body cf Momunds were asseinhled here, and indicated by 
their looks what iafinicc pleasure it would allbrd them to pounce upon 
ua, and they even solicited their Chief to hand us over to their tender 
mercies, or al all events to seize and send the Eeringees to AzerzKhan. 
This latter bit of humane advice originated with Khaled Khan, the 
Chief of Ghoshtah. 

We heard, too, there were 4,000 Kockees on the watch, and Tora 
Baz Khan frankly declared that Lallpioorah was no place of safety for 
us. Tho Kyljer was closed too, and the Kybeeries at that moment sur¬ 
rounding Ali Musjid. What was to be doucP Wo jwssessed nothing 
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but our arms and tbo clotEes on our backs, and it was necessary, to 
better ourselves, to quit a land where we had but one friend, and he 
unable to assist us for any length of time. 

In this juncture we oflbred the Khan the sum of 3,000 rupees on 
reaching Peshawur, if he would conduct us thither, being aware there 
was a road through his country leading to Tatterah, which lies East 
of Kyber. 

He consented, and ordered his nephew Hydcr Khan to go with us. 

The road was stated to be such as a goat might, with tolerable ease 
to himself, travel over; and on the evening of the 18th, the ladies being 
provided with doolies, we crossed the river, and marched about six 
miles. 

On the morning of the 19th we commenced an ascent of the utmost 
difficulty, which occupied ua all day, and, during our progress, wo had 
to clamber, with hands and feet, on the sides of the most stupendous 
precipices. 

How our horses managed to get along was matter of astonislunent to 
us all They threw their shoes, poor creatures, and were dreadfully 
bruised in the feet and swollen in the legs. 

Wo bivouacked at night in a most villainous looking spot, where the 
Khan’s men entreated, once more, to he allowed to put an end to our 
troubles, and Hjder Khan had to uso throats before ho could silence 
them. 

On tho morning of the 20th wo were told, that the road we had 
come over was a bowling-green compared to what we had yet to pass, 
and it was so. 

As I feel quite sure that no written account can convey an adequate 
idea of its nature I shall not attempt to describo it; let it suffice to say, 
it was all but impossible, and that after a march, which continued from 
daybreak until nightfall, wc bivouacked on tho plain of Peshawur 
and next mornnig marched a distance of twelve miles into Peshawur. 

Most of us wore compelled to wear native costume, as Peshawur con¬ 
tained few means of supplying our wants in tho way of clothing and 
equipment; wo were, in fact, destitute of everything, even tho com¬ 
monest necessaries. But our escape was a miraculous one, surrounded 
as we were by a host of enemies. 

Our loss in killed and wounded was not so severe as might have 
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been expected, yet, in proportion to tie number of our force, it is con¬ 
siderable. 

CaTalry.—Killed: four troopers, two Syces, three horses. Wounded: 
two troopers, four horses. 

Infantry.—Killed: eighteen. Wounded: twenty-four. 

A number of the camp followers were cut up, each ofBcer having lost 
three or four servants. 
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THE STATE OF OUDE, WHEN SIR WILLIAM 
NOTT BECAME ENVOY AT THE COURT. 


Lucknow, October 29tb, 1842. 

My dear Stn, 

As you must niitarally wisli to know soraething of the condition of 
the Oudo Governinent and country, it l»as occurred to me to send the 
enclosed papers to you, as I think that a perusal of them will give you 
more correct general notions of the st.ato of things than you could 
otherwise obtain, unless you were to read a great many more of tho 
records of this office, which would be ineouvenient to you to do till 
after two years’ arrival here. 

I may as well add, however, a few observations as to what has 
occurred in this state since tho last date in tho eneloeed copies of 
official correspoudenee. During the ton montlis which followed, July 
1841, considerable improvemeuts took pliHce in the general management 
of affairs, but since the accession to the throne of the present king (May 
last) the condition of several districts has very manifestly become 
worse, owing to hi.s present Majesty’s marked inferiority to his 
fatlicr, both in natural talents and in knowledge of his duties, and 
again in conscf|uencc of the X)rc3ejit king having selected as his Prime 
Minister a man who has liad no previous experience in state affairs. 
You will observe that tho last letter now enclosed from the Secretary 
to Government apprized me that my G eneral Report had been sent to 
the Court of Directors, and therefore I may as well mention that xijj 
to this time ]io answer lias arrived from the Court, hence there is no 
difference in the duties of the Resident, which duties, although very 
constant in a variety of petty matters connected with guaranteed 
faradies, complaints of our sepoys, training matters, and alarms, all 
conneeled with the apprehension and trial of Thugs and Dacoits, have 
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iiotliiug to cl(' Avith lliG interior tnauagcmcnt of the Oudo territories 
Leyond the g \'ing advice to the King and Ids Priaie Minister, tvhich 
is seldom attinded to by the present ndTOiniatration, cxeepting -nhen 
cases occur in wh eh the Britisli Goveivimcnt has an immediate and 
direct interest, such as the settlement of boundary disputes, or the 
seizure of cseaped criminals from our ou ii provinces, or providing 
supplies for our troops. In all cases of that nature the Oude Durbar 
co-operates viith us more vvillingly and efficiently than any other 
niitivo Indian Gov< rnment that I have ever been connected with. 


I shall Avrite to you again before I leave this for Calcutta, and in the 
meantime Iliopothat this letter and its enclosurc.s Avill, yiro tunto, bo 
acceptable to you. 

I beg leave '.o oflbr to you my sincere congratulations on tho most 
important services that you have rendered during tho iast twelve 
months to our government and army, and indeed I can truly add, to tho 
Avholc people ol' India. 

I am, iny Dear Sir, 

Tour’s, very faithfully, 

J. Low. 

To Major-General W. Ilott, Camp. 


(Copy.) 

Sir, 

1 have now tho honour to submit, for tho information and judgment 
of the Eight HonoiAiablo tho Governor General of India in council, my 
opinion as to the present state of tho administration of Oude, tho degree 
of progress tha, is being made by the King towards improving it, 
and tbe mo.st pre per measAireg to bo adopted on tho part of the British 
Government for its amelioration, in the event of tho native ruler prov¬ 
ing, after duo trill, unable to bring tho country to sucli a state as to 
satisfy tho ])araniount power. I shall also briefly state thoso points on 
Avhich I have chiefly <lwclt in my advdeo to tho King, and liis ministers, 
since my return, on February last, to his Majesty’s court, and 1 shall 
enclose, likoAvise, a memorandum drawn up by Lieutenant G. E. Hol- 
llngs, Avbich contr in.s his observations on tho general condition of the 
people in some of the most disorganised districts of this kingdom. * 


* This tnemoiandum is not among the General’s papers_J. H. S. 
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2.1 am very sorry to say tlial I have the painful task of presenting a sad 
picture of the actual state of Oude, or at least of a large portion of it. 

3. The improvement which took place in every branch of the adminis¬ 
tration of the kingdom, upon his present Majesty’s accession, was most 
striking. The steady habits of business exhibited by his Majesty, his 
groat regularity in the payment of all establishments, both at the capi¬ 
tal and in the count ry—the fact of his having had former personal expe¬ 
rience in government affairs, being generally known to the elder 
Aumils and Talookdars, and then Ms nomination of Hukoem Mahdeo 
Alee Khan to be prime minister, whoso talents and vigorous mind were 
still better known to all parties, combined to produce a spirit of activity 
in every department of the state, the beneficial effects of which were 
felt throughout tho whole kingdom, 

4. Hukoem Mahdee unfortunately died in tho sixth month of this 
King’s reign. He was succeodod, however, by a highly respectable man, 
Zuhmooddowlah, and tho general state of things continued to improve 
during tho time he held office, but he was (to the great injury of tho 
public interests) suddenly carried off by cholera in March 1838, when 
the office of prime minister was bestowed on Moonowurooddowlah, a 
man who, in spite of possessing the very rare good quality (iu any 
native Indian state) of nnimpoachablo personal integrity, proved to bo 
very unfit for the difficult duties of prime minister at this place. Ifrom 
tho time that tho latter appointment took place, tho real power for 
good or for evil at this Durbar, gradually fell chiefly into tho hands of 
four or five individuals, none of whom had any responsible office, and 
in consequence of these circumstances, it would appear that bribery 
and corruption, in all appointments, down to those of sebundy sepoys 
on three rupees a month, spread over tho land tho last two years of 
Moonowmooddowlah’s ministry, fully to as great an extent as existed 
in the time of tho late King. Some check to this sad state of things 
appears to have taken place by the appointment, in July last, of the 
present prime minister and his deputy, and by the zealous endeavours 
of Colonel Caulfield to induce thorn to exert their energies to improve 
the administration of affairs ; but supposing, for tbo sake of argument, 
that both of those officers shall really do their irtmost for the advance¬ 
ment of the public interest, I fear that at least two years must elapse 
before tho genend state of the Oudo Government and country can be 
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in. so rcspcctiiblo a condition aa they were during tlie greater part of 
tlio first year of tlio present King’s reign. 

5. Nevortli.doss, Itliiuk tlint Colonel Caulfield’s zealous endeavours to 
iinprove tho atato of allairs by constant advice or rciuonstrnuco to tho 
King and tlio present ministry, bavo laid the foundation for oonsidor- 
able improvement, and tliat some further progress has been made of 
the same sort sineo my own return to Uiis Court in February last. 

6. To enable the Govornor General in council to form a correct judg¬ 
ment aa to the difficulties wbieli the Kuig must experience in introdue- 
ing those extensive reforms in tho management of his country, which 
wo should wish to see realised, it is of course essential that the charac¬ 
ters of the most influential persons about tho Court should bo known 
to his Loriiship in council, but I need not .say much on those points on 
this oooasioii, because I find that my predecessor. Colonel Caulfield, 
has done so very fully, and hoiiause, in my ojiinion, ho has described 
their oharactors, generally speaking, and their power respectively for 
good or fo.r evil, with great aeimrney—the only vase of that description 
in which my op nion differs a little from that of Colonel Caulfield is his 
opinion of tho deputy minister, Shurfooddowlah, who is virtually far 
more tho r^’al ft me miniater than tho heir apparent. Colonel Caulfield 
latterly seemed to think that, if ftdly supported by tho Ilesidont, 
Shurfooddowlah was not oxdy wiUing, but porfcelly capable of efl'eoting 
all tho reforms that could bo desired. My opinion of iiim, csixecially 
as to his power cf oflbeting great reforms, is not quite so favourable, 
for ho is in fact at this moment very fully supported, both by tho King 
and tho Ke-sident, yet ho has hitherto been unable to effect any im¬ 
provements. This I coneoivo to bo partly owing to his youth, his 
want of weight ir tho community, either from high family connexions 
or public service!) pr(!vious to bis elevation to bis jjresont office, and 
])artly to a httlo xvant of courtesy in Ids manner towards bis country¬ 
men, which exposes him to some serious enmities, and causes a degree 
of secret counteraotlon to his measures that might bo probably warded 
off, if he were pios.jossod of more tact, and more extensive knowledge 
of human nature. Novcrthcloss Shurfooddowlah scorns to me to be so 
willing to do his best, and to have such good intentions towards his 
King and his country, and also to have such good intolleot and good 
natural talents for business, that I should bo very sorry to see any 
other man of Iiucknow, that I know, or have hoard of, put into bis 
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place. I coasider him, even now, better fitted fcr it than any one here 
that I know of. I think that he haa already proved his c^ualifications, 
for his difficult duties, since February last, and it may fairly be pro- 
Burned that his general knowledge of biiainosa, aid fitness for the office 
which ho holds, uill increase ivith hi.s fiirthej’ cxporienco in public 
iiHlilrs. 

7. Having learnt by letters from Colonel Caulilekl, wliilo on my jour¬ 
ney from Calcutta, and also from the deputy mim stev, who mot me some 
stages to the eastward of Lucknow, that there had been but a short 
time before an open quarrel between the prime minister (viz., the beir 
apparent to the throne) and Shurfooddowiah—one of the first pieces of 
earnest advice that I gave to both of them was, that they should never 
bo guilty of such conduct again, saying that tins exhibition of a discor¬ 
dant ministry, at the capital, could not fail to he very injurious to the 
reputation and interests of the government, which they wore both 
bound in honour to uphold and improve to the utmost of their power. 
I had a favourable opportunity of giving this advice on my arrival, in 
presence of the King; his Majesty, and the other two, were all express¬ 
ing their happiness, iu oriental .style, at seeing mo back at Lucknow, 
and professing their desire to give me satisfaction in every way in their 
power, I told them that it was in their powe:: to give me great satis¬ 
faction in one matter immediately, viz., tliat they would eschew all 
petty jealousies of each other, and act cordially together for the benefit 
of their King and their country, entering into the subject of their late 
quarrels fully, and pointing out their evil consequences. The King 
was much pleased at my speaking on tliis subject; bo joined me by 
giving strict injunctions to both parties to do as I had pointed out, and 
they both solemnly promised strictly to obey those injunctions iu 
future. I am happy to add tliat they both ever since, generally speak¬ 
ing, adhered to their promise, which they then made to his Majesty 
and to myself. The heir apparent has indeed made two trifling at¬ 
tempts to disturb that cordiality of co-operation which has apparently 
existed ever since between him and his dejmty, by suggesting to mo 
the expediency of his appointing a Yukeel to attend me, in order, as 
ho said, “ to tell mo his real sentiments oa different affairs as they 
arose;” but feeling sure, if sueli an appointment took place, that it 
would only tend to intrigues, either to oust Shurfooddowiah, or to pro¬ 
duce the same discordant ministry that had occurred before, I warded 
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it off by saying that I thought tho best way I could learn his High, 
ness’s real sentiments on all occasions must bo “ viva voce"—that I had 
frequent private interviews with him, no one else being present, and 
that I was willing to hold those private interviows, as often as ho 
pleased—he replied, “that is very true,” and said no more on tho sub¬ 
ject, and during tho last throe months he has never again adverted 
to it. 

8. The chief points that I have constantly dwelt upon, in my advice 
to tho King and his ministers, were the following— 

Ist. To prevent, as much as possible, the Aniils of the districts from 
being guilty of “ bud cowlee” as it is called, that is to say, from breach 
of faith towards the landholders in their engagements for the assess¬ 
ment of tluur lands, to punish severely those who may be found guilty 
of it, and to encourage those who do exhibit good faith by improving 
their situations. 

2nd. To go on increasing the disciplined portion of the Oudo army, 
and to pay off the disorderly Hujochs and Sehundoes, tho moment that 
the disciplined troops are sufficiently numerous to do tho duty of tho 
country. 

3rd. To improve and strengthen the police department throughout 
the country. 

4th. To lower tho duties on merchandise brought into tlie country, 
and to abolish the transit duties altogether. 

6th. To construct bridges w'hero they were wanted, and good roads 
through all tho principal parts of tho country—and. 

Lastly. To use the most strenuous and unremitting exertions to put 
down professional dacoity throughout tho kingdom, and to apprehend 
or expel from the kingdom several of tho Zumocudars, w'ho have for 
some years been notorious freebooters, such as Gungaram, Saee, and 
Ilurpaul Sing, Ac. 

9. On all those points some improvements liave been introduced, 
some Aumils have been punished for hud cowlee, and the original agree¬ 
ments with the Zumcendars ordered to be adhered to. 

10. The drilling of a new and strong battalion under Captain Barlow 
is going on satisfactorily, and their arms have been delivered to that 
officer. Now establishments of police have been organized and sta¬ 
tioned in three districts, namely, Suffeeporc, Pertah-Gunge, and 
Sidhour, and on several roads where none at all existed last year, and 
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the King assures mo that nt tlio commonoemont of tho now year, viz., 
near the end of flic iicxt month, several other districts are to bo fur¬ 
nished with polii-e establishments, and that tlio wliolo of tho transit 
duties ill tho interior of Oudo aro to ho abolisliocl. Two notorious 
fi'oohootors have also been apprehended without any aid from tho 
British Government, viz, llurjiaul Sing and Ichangoer Bukah, and a 
third named Guynd was killed in an attack upon him ; and I may also 
hero state tho fact, that a road has hoeii completed from Seotaporo to 
Shahjohanpore. It i.s not indeed a metalled road, but it is a broad one, 
and has three good bridges on it, and, therefore, though not what I 
could wish to BOO it, it is still a groat improvement from the old ono, 
which was almost uaelea,? during the rainy season. 

11. I urged advice on tho several points above noticed, because there 
coidd not bo a doubt that good would result if it w'oro attended to, 
because tho King .and his ministers could not, and did not, deny cither 
tho glaring ncce.ssity that existed for improvement in all tlioso particulars, 
nor did they jiropo.so any otlicr mode of effecting tho im])rovoracnts 
required (ban tlioso wliich I siiggc.stod, and therefore there could bo 
no doubt that tlio urging of such advice verbally and earnestly, and at 
tho same time in a perfectly friendly manner, could not fail, if attended 
to, to produce licnellcial offoets, more or less; but I may take this 
opportunity of observing, that anything like extensive improvement in 
Oude, in any branch of the government, must of necessity take along 
time to effect, from tho absolute impossibility of finding many honest 
men to carry the orders and good intontions of the King into execution. 

13. In the above items of advice, it will be observed that I did not 
include that of extending tho Amanoo system, though I have tried hard 
to cause improvement as to tbo mode of managing those districts which 
I found to be on tliat footing on my return to Lucknow ; the latter 
point shall be adverted to more in detail in the sequel of this despatch. 

As the Government of India and most of our residents here have 
often advocated the expediency of extemfing tlio Amanee system, per¬ 
haps it may, in tho first instance, occasion surprise that I have not dono 
so now: I beg to say that I have avoided it on mature deliberation, 
and with reference to my former experience in Oude, adverting also to 
the extremely injudicious mode hitherto practised by this Court of 
managing an Amanee district, and above all with reference also to the 
impossibility of finding men of sufficient integrity to give the Amanee 
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system a fair ckanco of success, upon the very small salaries that have 
hitherto been allowed to the Amils. Tlio niaaoTi (^dven by the King 
for such small salaries is, that the Amaiico Amils arc not considered as 
personally responsible for the amount of revenue I’calisod by them. In 
short, my pas i; exjjei'icnco has fidly convinced mo that wo have at dif¬ 
ferent times caused mischief by merely urging the adoption of the 
Amanee .system (without knowing how it was to ho carried into effect), 
especially when ajiplied to largo provinces, suck as Snltanporo and 
Pertabgurh. The two last-mentioned provintios wero formerly farmed 
by Baja Durshun Sing; tliey were in 183b divided into two Amanco 
districts, but both of the Amils so entirely failed to realize the legiti¬ 
mate amount of revenue, or to maintain order in live country, that they 
were dismissed, and those provinces were subsociuently divided into 
four separate districts, witli au Ainnueo eolloctor (Audi) in the manage¬ 
ment of each. No improvement, however, lias occurred from that 
change, and I have no hositatioa la doclai’ing it to bo a fact that those 
Wo provinces were never, during the whole time I have been in Oude, 
in so disorganized a oonditiou as thoy are at this moment, and as they 
have been from the first few months after Durshun Sing’s removal from 
his office (tliat of farming thorn) in 1839, Tliis mny ho relied on as a 
positive fact; my evidence on the subject comes fj'om a groat variety 
of quarters, all agreeing in tJve main poiul.s. 1 liavc it from numerous 
natives, with whom 1 conversed in travelling Ifirough that part of the 
country,- from tlaptain Mackenzie and other officers at Sultanpore; 
from Colonel Boberts and his officers encamped in that district; and it 
is fully admitted by the King and his ministers. The natives generally 
expressed themselves to me to this elFoet, that they would bo delighted 
to get Durshun Sing back again over them, that he w-as occasionally a 
“ Zalim" (a tyrant) when there was any delay in paying up tho 
revenue; but that now tho Amils vvei-o as bad as far as their power 
extended; the Tuhseeldars were as bad, tho Mootsuddeos were as 
bad, the troops were lawless than Durshun Sing ever allowed them 
to be i and all tho Tidookdars w’ere Zalims, and did whatever they 
liked, whereas Durshun Sing allowed no one to bo tyrannical but him¬ 
self, and that the ))Bople were far more happy and far less molested 
under Durshun Sing than thoy are now under llie Amanco system. 
Such ia assuredly, at present, tho state of things in the provinces of 
Sultanpore and Pertabgurh, and I may add the fact, that tho revenue, 
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thougli all taken from tliose wlio really produce it, is nearly ton lacs of 
rupees in arrears, in two years, whereas it was all paid regularly by 
Durshun Siug. 

14. The King, in speaking to mo of his grief at this state of things 
in Sultanporo and Pcrtabgurh, told me that ho had great doubts at the 
time of any one being so capable of keeping in order the very turbulent 
and numerous Ka.jpoot Kumeendara in tliat quarter, as Durshun Sing 
was; but that the system was changed to Auianee by the advice of 
Colonel Caulfield. This circumstance is stated not with the least 
intention of expressing either blame to Colonel Caulfield, or surprise at 
his having advised the removal of a farmer, against whom there were 
many complaints, and the adoption of a measure which has often been 
recommended by the Government of India. But I mention it merely 
to show that by interfering as to tlie mode of managing particular 
districts, we may sometimes do mischief, because we have no means 
either of seeing that lionest men shall bo appointed to carry through 
the change of system we recommend, or of at all superintending thei# 
conduct, after their nomination to the now offices. 

15. I have said that I do not moan to impute blame to Colonel 
Caulfield for the advice that he gave on the occasion alluded to, and 
my candour in making ihi.s declaration will not be doubted when I 
state this fact, viz,, that I committed the very same error myself in 
1834, with respect to the same individual. There were so many com¬ 
plaints against Durshun Sing’s alleged tyranny, especially from our 
sepoys, that I advised the then minister to remove him, and to make 
the Sultanporo district Arnanec. He did so—the district immediately 
fell into confusion, and I was glad, eighteen months afterwards, to get 
Durshun Sing reappointed to his farm, and he soon restored it to an 
infinitely more thriving position than it was under the Amanee system, 
during the eighteen months alluded to, or than it is at this moment. 
That Durshun Sing is tyrannical I have no doubt, but he is a man of 
courage and resolution, and activity of mind and body, and he allowed 
no one to be a tyrant but himself, whereas now there are twenty or 
thirty Talookdars and Zumeendars, all tyrants. 

16. Having described the state of confusion in Sultanporo and 
Pertabgurh, under the Amanee system, it is right that I should state 
a fact of a different sort, viz., that the very large district of Bahraiteh, 
which is' under a farmer, k at present even in a worse condition 
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than the ether two above named. In this case the wretched confuaion 
that exists seems to me to ho caused, not so much from the tyranny of 
the present fanner, as from his want of sense, and want of courage, 
though partly also from the want ^of aulEoient troops being allowed 
him, to coerce the very powerful Sajas in that district. It is ohielly in 
that large district, and in Khyrabud that Lieutenant Hollings has 
travelled so much, and to which most of his observations, in the 
enclosed paper, refer. 

17. But to return to my descriptiou of the Amauco system. In 
quiet and small tracks of land, where prompt and vigorous measures are 
not often requiri'd on the part of the Atnil, the system, even with its 
present defects, has often woi’ked jirctty well, and tlie Hoozoor Tnhseol 
system has succeeded still better; but in larger districts, whore there 
happen to be powerful Zumeendara, and a well armed and turbulent 
population, the farming system hits somo advantages, provided that the 
farmer be an intelligent and active man, without even giving him credit 
for being B,giod man, and as those advantages have not, I believe, been 
hitherto pointed out to Government, from tliis Tlosicleucy, I proceed to 
state them : one is, that the farmer not being at all intofered inili. by 
the Durbar, lias thus the requisite power iu his own liunds, to keep the 
disaffected and turbulent p.art of the population in order, to the very 
great benefit of tho . peaceably iucliued inbabitnnts of bis dlsh'ict ; 
another is, that if tho fanner have faitli iu (lie Goverumcjit allowing 
him to retain his farm during tho lease that lias been granted to him 
(and if ho pays regularly, he. may really feel confident on that point 
with the present King) he knows that it is hi.s owa interest not to apply 
the revenue screw too tightly, or to allow others uuder him to do so. 
Another advantage is, that in scanty seasons of rain, a wealthy farmer 
will always make advances to the Zumeendars, to enable tbom to dig 
wells, or in other ways irrigate a portion at least of their lands, that 
they may bo enabled to live, aud to raise more revenue for tlie farmer's 
own benefit, iu the following ye.ars. Some striking instances of tlii.s 
kind occurred during the famine of ISiiT, ’fiS. The then fanners in 
the district of Bussoolabad, aud Sandee Pullec, on the banks of the 
Ganges, made large advances to the Zumeendars and llyots, and scoured 
tho continuance of the latter at their homes, and when tho Governor 
General’s camp passed up, forage was consequently lu'ociirud from 
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Oude, wliile at Cawnporo, apd all the way to Futtehgurh none 
was procurable in our own territories, and neither could bare any 
been procured from Oude, if the district I have mentioned had been 
under the Amaneo system, since the collectors could not have had any 
means of making advances, and could have had no personai interest in 
doing so. The native Government would not have made advances, 
and tho consequenoe must have boon that far the greater part of the 
lands must have remained uncultivated, and tho greater part of the 
population must have emigrated or died. 

18. It is true the advantage last described only comes into effect in 
bad seasons; but there is another advantage, which is of a permanent 
nature, viz., thfit it is the personal interest, of tho farmer to prevent the 
soldiery from destroying the crops and other property of the cultivators 
as much a.s he can, and consequently, if lie be a man of common sense, 
he will endeavour to protect the Ityots in that one respect at least; 
whereas an Amaneo Amil, unless he be a particularly good man, is far 
more indifferent on that point, becanso he lias no personal interests 
in aiding tbo Uyots for the following year. He is a mere collector of 
what revenue ho can got, and is not ri'sponsiblo for tho amount. 

19. I have moutionod tho above circumstance not with any intention 
of praising tho farming system generally, but merely to show that, 
with many defects, it has stiU something to recommend it, under a 
native Government, where it is almost impossible to find honest men 
to conduct tho Amaneo system, and hence I mean to suggest that we 
should be cautions in recommending rapid changes from the farming to 
the Amaneo system in Oude, and especially in regard to large districts, 
filled with armed Kajpoots ; and above all, I moan to say, that such 
changes should not bo'urged on this Government, if the Sovereign be 
averse to the osporinient, until ho shall have somewhat improved the 
Amanee system, from what it has been heretofore. 

20. As I do not find that any of my prodeoessors have described tbo 
mode in which tbo Amanee system is carried into effect, I think it my 
duty now to describe the position in wliick those who carry it into 
execution are placed. 

21. As the Amanee Amil does not give security (which the farmer 
gives) for the amount of revenue agreed for by the landholders, this 
Durbar does not think it necessary to give him anything beyond a very 
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paltry salary; 600 rupees a month is the utmod sum hitherto allowed to 
any of th; Amance Amils, though some of thoir districts yield a 
legitimate revenue of seven lacs of rupees per annum. Further, the 
Eing (in imitation I am told of Saadut Alee Khan) has tliought it 
expedient io surround each Ainil with chcehs, with the view of pre¬ 
venting embezzlement and extravagance. For this purpose all his 
subordinates are appointed independently of him. He has neither the 
power of iiomiuating them to office, nor of dismissing them for mis¬ 
conduct. '.['Ley are not even appointed by the advice of the same 
person who recommends the Amil himself The Amil is appointed by 
the prime minister ; the Tuhsciddars of revenue, stationed in different 
villages, and the Mootsuddees in llic Amil’s Ciichery, are appointed 
at the recommendation of liaja Balla'isheu tlic Minister of Bevenue at 
the cajiital. 

22. Tho '.I'roasury servants whoso business it is to record the amount 
of revenue jmid by the different iaudiioldors, are recommended by the 
chief Treasurer at tho capital, Oapt. Futtoh Alee Kbim. 

23. The nows writers arc appoiutod by Ajoodheoa Porshad, a favourite 
courtier, anc! the Sebundoo sepoys are appointed by Bukshec Tipper 
Chund. 

21. Of all those 'subordinates in name rather than in reality, the 
Mootsuddoeii arc the persons who stand most in the way to prevent 
that promptitude of action, without which it is absolutely mipoasiblo 
for an Amil to keep the turbulent Bnjpoet Talookdiir.s and Kumcondars 
of Oude in proper order. Tlio.so Mootsuddees ore considered as 
Counsellors of the Amil, and tho latter cannot undertake tho coercion 
of any refractory landholder, or even an open freebooter without tho 
consent of tl c Mootsuddees; neither can he repair a fort, or even a 
single gun without: their consent. If those authorities disagree, which 
they almost always do, when a pdan is propwsed for any emergency, tho 
case is repiresented by both parties to tbo Durbar, eacli party reporting 
to their Chief at tho capital, and then orders are despatched, after much 
discussion and delay, to the Amil; but in the mean time whole villages 
may be and have been attacked and pdundered, and an extent of evil 
committed that cannot be repaired in six months. In sliort the 
authority of the Amil is so paralyzed by this system of checks, that 
where the population haijpens to be of a turbulent character, I 
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consider it ta he ahsolutely impossihU that he can lucceed; tlie Mootsud- 
dees and newswriters being considered by the people, and justly so, to 
Imro very great power, are constantly bribed by the landholders, and 
though the Amil himself is probably bribed also, either by other persons 
or perhaps by the very same persons too, ho is generally so vexed and 
hampered in his authority that he very soon resigns, or he is dismissed 
for alleged incapacity or oorruption, and the consequence is that the 
office of Amil is at present hold in utter contempt by the Talookdars 
and iiumeendars of Sultanpoor and Pertabgurh. 

25. Adverting to this decided failure of the Amanee system as at 
present administered, I have during the last four months frequently 
advised the King to alter it materially by placing the Amils in more 
respectable positions as to income, and above all to lessen some of those 
numerous Counsellors attached to his person, whose presence and 
independent proceedings paralyze his authority and render him 
incapable either of collecting the revenue or maintaining tranquillity in 
the country. 

26. Kow that the King has obtained such decided proof of the 
inefficiency of his own plans, in that respect he is more willing than 
usual not only to take advice in good part, which he has always done, 
but also to act up to that advice, which has net always been the case in 
respect to my own Councils or those of Colonel Caulfield. At the 
time of making any promises to adopt suggestions, I do think that his 
Majesty honestly intends to adhere to such declarations, but owing to 
his physical w'eakness and declining energies, he has often deviated from 
his original good intentions at the importunity of those favourite 
courtiers and old servants, who have been so fully described in the 
despatches of Colonel Caulfield. 

27. But his Majesty has now publicly declared his resolution to 
make some important changes without delay, and I think they cannot 
fail to be of public advantange; one thing seems to mo to be positively 
certain, that the proposed alterations cannot by any possibility produce 
worse results than the present Amanee system has done in all those 
parts of the country where there are turbulent and powerful Ea jpoots, 
who it is notorious will never pay one half of the revenue that they 
really ought to pay, unless they he either actually compelled to do so 
by force of arms, or unless they know that the Government Amil has 
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the power at any moment of marching a sufficient body of troops 
against them to coerce and punish them if they should refuse to pay 
what is due. 

28. The chief changes that the King proposes to make, are as follows. 

29. The salary is to be raised by a per-centage on the revenue of the 
district (aci!ording to the public assessment of the lands), so as to 
make the income vary from 700 rupees to 1000 rupees per mensem, 
for the Amil, according to the value of his district, and he is to have 
the nomination of his own Mootsuddees and Sebundees, and the news- 
writers hitherto attached to his person as authorised spies (and ordered 
never to quit him from morning till night), are to be abolished 
altogether. The Tuliseeldars, though still to be appointed by the 
Government, are to be apprised that although they are entitled to 
make represintations direct to the durbar, they must, in the first 
instance, obey the orders of the Amil; tliat they are to consider them¬ 
selves ns public servants, under the ordei's of the Amil, and not in the 
light of independent counsellors ; and tliat, if they be guilty of mis¬ 
conduct, they shall be dismissed, and others sliall bo appointed in their 
places, at the nomination of the Amils. The Treasury servants are to 
remaiu as at present, but their business is only to record the amount of 
the sums actually received into Ihe local treasuries. 

30. The troops arc to be under the sole orders of the Amils, without 
any consultation with the Tuhsoeldiirs niid Mootsuddees; but in all 
eases that will admit of delay, the .Ami! must refer to the Capital before 
employing the troops against the refractory Zumeciidars. On emergent 
occasions ho is to be allowed to employ the troops at onee, explaining 
the cause in his report to the Capital. 

31. The King assures me that a change, such as that above described, 
shall take plact; in all the Amanco districts, at the commencement of 
the revenue year, viz., the end of next month, and it has already been 
done in Khyrcegusli, where Mahomed Khan, the Amil, has just had 
his salary increased to 1,000 rnpe<» per mensem, and he has been 
allowed to appoint his own Mootsuddees and Sebundees. 

32. If this plan bo steadily followed up, I am confident that a very 
considerable improvement will be the result. The great risk is that 
the favourites at the Court, hitherto at the head of various departments, 
which no longer exist separately from the Amil’s office, may succeed in 
poisoning the King’s mind as to the working of the new system, in the 
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hopo of bis reverting to tbe old one. It shall, however, be my business 
to prevent that mischief bj' every means in my power, and at present 
His Majesty is so vexed at the decided failure of his own plans, that 
he seems quite resolved to give the new one a fair trial. 

33, Both Colonel Caulllcld and I, having reported that the Huzoor 
Tuhscol mode of managing lands has been more successful than any 
other, I will now add a few brief remarks on the subject. The King 
Seems quite sensible of the advantages of that system, and he wishes 
to extend it; but this is not alw.ays practicable, because Zumeendars 
of sufficient wealth and respectability of character, cannot always be 
found. The system in question is only applied (and only considered 
to be applicable) by the Oude Cfovernraont, to small portions of lands. 
When a village is made Huzoor Tuhsccl, the management is entrusted 
exclusively to the chief Zumoendar of it, an original occupant of the 
land. Ho gives previous security for the amount of revenue agreed 
for, which is paid b}" his agent, or sometimes by himself, into the Royal 
Treasury at Lucknow, and ho is not interfered with at all by the Amil 
of the district in which his lands are situated, whether that district be 
under a farmer, or an Araanoe Amil. In fact, the Huzoor Tuhseel 
Zumeendar is very much in the situation of a small farmer, hut with 
this great practical advautage for the public iutcrests, that he and his 
family belong to those particular lands by birth, and domicile, and 
connections; and those circumstances give him a degree of sympathy 
with, and regard for the iulmhltants of the lands under his manage* 
ment that is never felt by the fanners of large districts, who are 
seldom natives of any yiart of the e(?untry of which they have the 
charge; and even when they are so, they still have many other lands 
under their charge, in which they have no relatives, and concerning 
which they feel no personal interest. 

34, It will be ob.servcd that in tlie present report on the actual condi¬ 
tion of Oude, I luLve not speeilied particular instances of rebellion, or 
acts of plundering the country; I have purposely avoided doing so, not 
only because such details would have extended this dispatch to too great 
a length i hut because, ever since my return to Lucknow, I have inserted 
in my weekly Diaries all events of that nature that came to my know¬ 
ledge, and also because the enclosed paper, drawn up by Lieutenant 
Hollings, contains ample details of the disorder prevailing, during the 
last two years and a half, in the two very large districts of Bahraitch 
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and Ehyrabad, and as tLoso districts are notoriously in greater confu¬ 
sion than any parts of Oude, the perusal of the paper in question, in 
addition to this general report from me, will enable the Eight Honour¬ 
able the Governor General in Couneil to form a correct notion of the 
actual state of things in this Government and Kingdom. 

35. I think it proper to make a few remarks'respeeting the enclosed 
memorandum, drawn up by Lieutenant ITollings. That paper is a very 
interesting one, from the full description given in it of some parts of 
Oude (and some tribes of men also) which were not much known, I 
believe, heretofore to the Government of India. It is also a valuable 
paper, from the authentic Information it contains of the oppressions 
committed by tyrannical Amils, and turbulent Eajas, Zumeeudars, 
and others; but as some of the expressions used in the latter part of 
the paper might lead a reader of it to infer that the mass of the people 
throughout the kingdom of Oude wore in a state of wretchedness and 
disconlent, I think it necessary to state jny opinion that such an in- 
ferenc(,‘ would not be a correct one. 

36. There can be no doubt that great discontent prevails, and very 
naturally so, in the districts described by Lieutenant HoUings, and 
also in Sultanpore and Eortabgurh; but if the King shall succeed, as 
he hopes to do next month, iu nominutiug more elliciont Amils to those 
districts, I should not bo at aU surprised if, in the short period of twelve 
months, the very people who arc now so discontented, and who even 
then may have many just caiuses of complaint, should, upon the whole, 
he as much satisfied with their mode of life, owing to their peculiar 
habits and jircjudicos, as many of the cultivators of the soil are with 
their position in our own territories, though in the latter there is a 
degree of sc curity for life and jjroperty which there never has been in 
Oude, and in my opinion never c.an be (for a long continuance) either 
in Oude or in any other native Indian state. The experience of the last 
sixty years has proved that the inhabitants of Oudo greatly prefer their 
own country to any other, and also that, unless on particular occasions 
when they liavo been oppressed to a very great extent, and I may say 
in a peeuliar degree, they have evinced a steady preference to their 
own irregul ar government, and to their own rough usages, over other 
governments and other systems which, according to our notions, ought 
greatly to lio preferred by all classes of subjects. "Without enlarging 
further on Ibis part of my subject, I shall only mention that I concur 
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entirely as to the accuracy of the information given to me, and in the opi¬ 
nion expressed to me some years ago by Mr G. F. Brown, then collector 
and magistrate at Juanporo, which I herewith subjoin, in the shape of 
an extract from one of my own general reports on the condition of 
this kingdom. 

Extract of a Paper on Oude Afifairs (dated at Allahabad and Cal- 
' cutta), Bent to Government by Lieutenant-Colonel Low, with 
his Letter of the 30th of December, 1831. 

1 beg now to add, that I happened this morning to see Mr Brown, 
the collector of Juanporo, and that I asked him particularly what he 
now thought of the general state of things in Oude towards his district In 
regard to cultivation, and in regard to the condition of the people P His 
reply was in the following words precisely, viz.:— 

By Mr Brown—“ I have not seen much of the interior of Oude myself, 
but have heard a great deal of it from conversing on business and 
Otherwise with the inhabitants of my own district. In regard to culti¬ 
vation I think that, generally speaking, there is much more of jungle 
and wooded tracts in Oude than in our teriutorios, hut that the culti¬ 
vated portions of Oude grow very superior crops ; that the district of 
Fyzabad, however, is almost entirely cultivated, and beautifully so—it 
is indeed a perfect garden ; that the original assessments throughout 
those portions of Oude, of which I have good information, are mode¬ 
rate. The people, however, complain much of subsequent exactions, 
but they never, that I have heard of, emigrate into our provinces; they 
like the country in whicli they w'ero born and bred, notwithstanding 
the misrule of which they complain. The government may he a had 
one, but not entirely unsuitod to the genius and habits of the people.’’ 

Mr Brown, to prevent auy mistakes, wrote the above in pencil this 
morning. 

(A true Extract.) 

(Signed) J. Low, Eesident. 

37. From the tenor of the last four paragraphs of this report, it will 
be seen that I do not admit the existence of what can he called yeneral 
discontent in Oude, excepting iierhaps in the districts of Bairaitcb, 
Khyreegurh, Bertabgurh, and Sultanporc; but there arc many other 
parts of this kingdom in which the people, generally speaking, are, to 
the beat of my belief, well contented with their lot in life. This I 
conceive to be the case iu the four following districts, viz., Fyzabad, 
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Jugdooepore, Rusaoolabacl, and Sufiboporo; also in several smaller 
tracts of land, both under tbo farming and the Amanee modes of 
management, and in almost all Ibc Iluzoor Tunseol villages. 

38. Lastly, I may mention tbo city of Lucknow' itself, where there is 
now a very offleient police, where the well-disposed portion of tbo 
inhabitants are comfortably situated, and pursue their occupations 
without molestation : indeed, when I reflect upon the personal appear¬ 
ance of the mass of the people in this city, and its immediate vicinity, 
of their clothing, their habitations, and their public conduct, I think it 
may be truly said of them, that they have as many of the comforts, and 
as few of the vo.xu.tions, of this world, as any equal number of persons 
in our own territories. 

39. In stating what I have done in the last two paragraphs, my solo 
object is to show to the Eight Honourahlo the Governor General in 
Council, w'liat I oonooive to bo the reality, as to the state of things in 
elifferont parts of Oude, and not with the least intention to conceal the 
bad side of the picture—on the contrary, I licroby declare my opinion 
that at least t ne-Jt<ilf of this lino country is, at present, in a state of wry 
great disorder and misrule, and that being the case, I need scarcely say 
tliat I think the paramouut state ought to do everything that is justly 
and legitimately m its power to improve the Government of Oude, and 
ameliorate the condition of its inhabitants. This leads me to the 
concluding part of my report, viz., to point out (as directed by my 
instructions) my own views as to the most proper measures to bo 
adopted by the Government of India, towards this state. 

40. In the flr.st place I beg to observe that I am decidedly averse to 
one measure, which has at dlflerent times been recommended from this 
Eesldency, viz , the appointment of a Prime Minister, to be under the 
direct control of the Eesident, and responsible to the British Govern¬ 
ment only for bis conduct. That system was tried here fully with 
Hyder Beg Khan, as the minister, who entered into a written 
engagement mit to depart “ a hair’s breadth ” from the wishes of 
the British Government; hut it proved a complete failure. It was 
tried also at Hyderabad for a long course of years with Eajah 
Chundoolol as the minister of our choice, and failed to produce 
any good efiTeets on the comfort or happiness of the people. It 
was tried again at Joypoor with llawul Baireo Laul, and failed 
completely, though, the minister was a man of a highly respectable 
character, and ho was guiejed first by Captain (afterwards Lieu- 
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tenant-Colonel) Stewart, and next by Liontenant-Oolonel (now Major- 
General) Eaper; both of whom were not only men of excellent 
general talents, but wero rcmarhablo for the patience and conciliatory 
conduct which they exhibited in their proceedings at Joypore, yet tho 
experiment was a total failure, nevertheless, from the same causes 
(apparently) that produced a similar failure hero, viz,, tho bitter 
jealousies and persevering secret counteraction of all the influential 
persons about tho Court; and in my opinion a measure of that kind 
would always fail, because it would always give birth to the same 
causes for failure, excepting perhaps when tho natural Sovereign of tho 
country is a minor. In that pai-ticular i!aso, such a measure might 
prove successful. It certainly did succeed admirably in Mysore, with 
Poorneah as our minister; but on tbe other hand the same measure 
failed at .Teyporo, as above mentioned, notwithstanding that the Eajah 
was an infant; and at all events, though such an experiment might bo 
tried, when tho natural Sovereign of a country is under ago, I think it 
ought never to be attempted again with an adult Sovereign. If ever 
such anarchy should prevail in Oude, ns would justify our degrading 
the character of tlio native ruler so much in the eyes of his subjects, as 
to appoint a minister against his will; it would surely be far better 
to go a step farther at onoe, and thus ensure tho success of our inter¬ 
ference as regards the comfort of the jieoxile, since it is on their account 
only that our interposition is justifiable at all. 

41. Another experiment was tried here for a short time by tho late 
Colonel Baillio. It was that of recommending individuals for tho 
situation of Amils in tho interior of tho country. It failed imme¬ 
diately, though some of tho men, whom ho recommended, had 
previously been very efficient public officers in our own provinces. 
All tho general reasoning against our nominating a minister, apply with 
equal force to tho nomination of Amils. Indeed I consider tho latter 
sort of appointments on our part to bo oven worse than our selection of 
a Prime Minister, because a native court is always more jealous of 
interference, which appears to corao direct from the Resident, than when 
they know that it has been ordered by the Supreme power. I have no 
doubt that Colonel Bailllo’s recommendation of Amils was made from 
public motives only, but they had the a.jtpearance of private patronage, 
and there is no one thing more required on the part of a Eesident hero, 
than that ho should never interfere with patronage, even with regard 
to the meanest appointments, under the native Government. If he did 
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not let it be clearly eoen that he has noobjects to servo, ho 
•would loso almost all chtinco of being able to oxoreiso any useful 
influence in Iho great afl'airs of the State, over cither the King or hia 
ministers. 

42. But there is an essential diflcrcnco betwoon the paramount state 
nominating a person to an ollico, and our only causing the removal 
from office of an unfi t person; and tho latter degree of interference may 
gomotimos be, useful, in regard to the important office of Prime 
Ministei'. I svould never advocate the vomination of one by the para¬ 
mount state, .as long as tlie chief responsibility shall rest ■ndth tho 
native ruler for thi' government of the country : I ■would not even imkt 
upon the di-sniissal of a mlni.stei’, deemed by ns an incompetent one, 
tf the native Sovereign exj^remd a decided opinion in favour of his conti¬ 
nuance in office ; but, in tho latbu- case, I would hold such language as 
the following : I ■n'oukl say, “ If things bo not managed much bettor 
than they are no'w, in a few months henee, hy this minister (if you bo 
so anxious, COB trary to our a.dviec, to give him a farther trial), or by 
soma other person itihis stead, we shall Iheu take the remedy into our 
own hands.” There is, however, no ease of that description at present 
refiuircd to bo taken into consideration, and I therefore proceed to 
advert to the actual position of affiiirs. 

43. Upon the wludo I should say, thatasthei’c is evidently a sincere 
desire on the part of tho King and his present ministry to improve tho 
administration of the government, it would not bo Just on our part at 
this time to apply any more certain remedy for tho existing evils than 
that •which is now practised, viz., tliat tho Kesidont should carefully 
■watch the progress of aflairs; that he should sho'vv by his frequent 
inquiries that the Governor General of India takes an anxious interest 
in the prosperity of Oudo; and that he should frequently give earnest 
advice conftdcniially and verbally to tho King and minister on those 
points, ■wherein there can be no doubt that the advice, if attended to, 
would be productive of good. I say verhMy, because ■n'hcn writtcu 
and publicly recorded advice is given as to general plans of improvement, 
involving of course complaints of the general inoffioioncy of tho King’s 
own plans, the credit for any improvements, if they occur at all, is 
attributed by the people about tho Court, and (lirough them to the 
influential local officers in tho country, to tho British power, and not to 
the native govemment, which excites a feeling of jealousy on the part of 
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tho King. We are liable also to be thwarted by many other persons, 
by some from a feeling of loyalty to their Sovereign, and by others for 
the sake of doing mischief. The authority of the native government 
is greatly injured, and no general good is effected by our remonstrances. 
Such at least has been the effect heretofore of interference of that 
nature during the last three reigns, and I have every reason to think 
that tho same effects would be produced by similar causes with tho 
present King; for with all his good qunUtlos, and his willingness to 
receive advice in good part when addressed confidentially to himself, 
ho is very anxious that all general improvement should appear to 
emanate from himself alone. 

44. Lastly, my opinion is this, that if tho present system shall fail 
to produce such a degree of good government and general tranquillity 
in Oude, as will stand the test of comparison with those other native 
states connected with us, which are considered to bo in the best condi¬ 
tion, we should, after giving tho King a fair trial, say twelve or fifteen 
months, and after giving him a most distinct and apecijic warning of 
what our intentions really are, take tho remedy into our own hands in 
the following manner. 

46. I would fix upon that portion of Oude which happened at the 
time to be in tho greatest state of disorder and misrule (avoiding to 
take a very largo tract of country in tho first instance), and I would 
undertake its management in. all departments by British officers, allow¬ 
ing the King of Qudo to have no concern whatever with that portion 
of the kingdom, excepting to receive from the Kesident the surplus 
revenue of it, after all the expenses of management were paid on the 
spot to the British Superintendent of !ho district. This plan was pur¬ 
sued by Sir Richard Jenkins in several districts of the Nagpore terri¬ 
tory, and was attended with eminent success. 

46. There is another plan which was adopted by Sir Charles Metcalfe in 
the Nizam’s territories, viz,, to have European officers stationed in dif¬ 
ferent parts of the country, to witness tho agreements entered into by 
the Zumeendars with tho Amils, and then to take care that the latter 
should not afterwards depart from the demand originally agreed upon. 
This also was attended with considerable success in protecting the cul¬ 
tivators from direct exactions of the Amils, but I have always under¬ 
stood that it did not equal tho generally beneficial effects of the plan 
adopted at Nagpore. 
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47. It may bo said, tliat tlio Hyderabad plan is not so groat an inter¬ 
ference with the machinery of the native state, and consequently would 
not be so offensive to the native ruler;—I confess I do not think that 
there would lie much difference in that respect, since both schemes 
would be naturally very much against the inclinations of any sovereign 
prince who bad once had the management of the whole of his country 
m his own hands; and even supposing that one plan should bo more 
unpalatable than the other, I would assuredly adopt that which ■was 
moat likely to bo thnroughli/ sucimfid. The Hyderabad plan would go 
far to save Zuincendars from the exactions of Amils, but the Nagpore 
one would not only do that, but would also secure, after a short time, 
a genera] state of j)oaoc and order in a district among all classes of its 
inhabitants. Those residts would be certain, and I think it may fairly 
bo presumed that ether good effects would follow in tlio.se parts of the 
country still left under the native autboritios. The Oudo Government, 
and many of the local Amils also, seeing that one district had been, 
taken possession of by us, on account of daring misrule, and that wm 
did not interfere with those parts of Oudo that wore wolbgovernod, 
would perooivo that it would bo their own interest to refrain from 
grossly oppressing the people, with a view to avoid the loss to tliem- 
selvos, which ■.vould follow an extension of our interference to the lands 
under their charge ; and as no motives arc so powerful with such men 
as those of self-interest, it seems to me indisputable that some exertions 
would be made by many of the native Amils to improve the adminis¬ 
tration of their districts, and thus various contingent advantages would 
probably be produced in their parts of this kingdom, consequent to the 
adoption of the plan I have proposed in addition to i}i(i ponlively certain 
benefit that would bo conferred on tlio inhabitants of the district placed 
under the management of the British Government. I repeat therefore 
my opinion, that in tlie case supposed, Iho best plan will he to assume, 
in all iU (letiiih, the entire management of the part of the country; 
one only would not do, 

I would recommend, however, that in taking the management of any 
part of this ki ngdom into our own hands, we should deviate as little as 
possible from the old usages and forms of the native state. The general 
system oi' the native Govornment, in its theory, is well suited to the 
genius and habits of tlio people of Oude; in practice, as every one well 
knows, it often fails to produce good results, but this is not owing to 
any serious defect in the system itself, but because so few of the men 
VOL. II. A A 
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in authority will administer it Iioneslly. If an able and upright 
Englisli geutlewian were placed in charge of a district in Oude, ho 
might safely ho ordered to adhere almost exclusively to the native 
system of management, hoeauso it would, in that ease, bo purely ad¬ 
ministered, and I have not a doubt that, in a short period of time, the 
measure would bo eminently successful. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) .T. Low, Eosident. 

Luctnow Residency, 15th July, 1841. 

(True copy.) 

J. Low, Besident. 


Copy.) 

Fort William, 20th September, 1841, 

SlE, 

I have received and laid before the Governor General, in council, 
your report of the 15th of July last, on the state of Oude, and in reply 
I am directed to inform you, that the manner in which you appear to 
have acted up to the instructions of goveniment, in personally and con¬ 
fidentially advising the King on general and important questions con¬ 
nected with the administration of affairs, meets with the approbation of 
his Lordship in council. 

2. The chief points on which you appear to have advised the King and 
the ministry are, i,o prevent breach of faith on the part of the Aumila 
towards the landholders, to reduce the irregular forces and incroaso the 
regular army, to improve the police, to lower the custom duties, to 
make roads and bridges, and to put down professional dacoitee. You 
do not appear to liavo thought necessary to urge any reforms in the 
administration of justice, and you explain your reasons for refraining 
to press for the more general iatroduetion of the Amnaneo system of 
revenue management; you add, that the advice which you havo given 
has been generally well received, and for the most part followed with 
good results, but that time will be required ere much improvement can 
be looked for. 

3. The improvements which his Majesty has promised to introduce at 
tlie commencement of tlic ensuing year in the management of the 
Aumanee districts, as detailed in para,g]’aphs 28 to 31 of your report, 
appear to be very valuable, and if fairly and honestly carried out, can 
hardly fail to produce a good effect on the success of the e.tperiment. 
You will of course exert your influence to prevent the counteracting 



APPENDIX. 365 

inlorests to wliich you allude iu tlie follovviug paragrapli, lieing able to 
frustrate the present good intentions of tbo King in this respect. 

4. The Govcrjior (roneral in council is happy to perceive that tho 
Iluzoor Tuhscel system ia atti.'udcd with siicccs.s, but presumes that it 
is confined to districts near the capital, and is not extended to those at 
a great distance, where it must ho liable to proilnce aggression or col¬ 
lusion between tho Huzoor Tiihseel Zemindars, and those who pay 
their rents into tho M'ofussil treasuries. 

5. On the subject of the disorder ju’cvailing in Oude, and the discon¬ 
tent of tho jjeople, which aro discussed in paragraphs ‘.14 to 39 of your 
report, and Ijicutonaut Iloliings’ notes, the G-ovornor-General observes 
it stated that disorder is not evcrywliero prevalent. Some districts at 
Fyzabad, Jngdee.spore, Kussoolabad, and Snili^'poro aro wcU majiaged; 
in others, as BariaaL, Khyrabad, Piirtaubghur, ami Sultanpore, tho 
ease ia very difFeront, and the two first of these dlstrict.s are the asylum 
of unsubdued gangs of professional robbers, and in the .39th paragraph 
of your report you declare your opinion that “ at least onc-half of 
Gude ia at prose.nt in a state of very great disorder and misrule.” 
What increases hjs Lordship’s regret at this state of things in even half 
of tho kingdom is, that, matters appear to have been growing worse ever 
since his Majesty lost tho able advisers who were oatrusted with the 
ministry at tho beginning of his reign; and that, excepting through tho 
intervention of the British Government in some shape “ to improve tho 
government of Oude, and ameliorate the coiiditiou of its inhabitants,” 
there can bo little prospect of ameudmont. 

(1. In tbe remaining paragrapilus of your despatch you have discussed 
tho merits of the ililferent modes which in your opinion this interven¬ 
tion may be exorcised. You are averse to having a minister appointed 
to this ollico under the influence of the Itosideut, and have still stronger 
objection to tho exercise of tho Itesideut's authority iu tho selection of 
the subordinate oflicers of goveruiuont, and you think that this kind of 
intorferonee should bo limited to ui'giug tho removal from poivcr of au 
objectionable minisler. You rceoiiiraend that lunltera should remain 
on their present fooling for a season, tho liesideut continuing to give 
advice on all necessary jioinls of reform in the manner that has been 
practised by you since your return to Lucknow, .and if in tbe space of 
twelve or fifteen months this system of admonitory interference in tho 
afl'airs of the kmgdc m should fail to produce a satisl'actory result, you 
propose that the British Goverwuent should take a portion of the most 

A A 2 



356 


ArPENDIX. 


disorderly distric is of Oade under its direct and exelusivo management, 
accounting only to the King for the surplus revenues ; or that the sys¬ 
tem which was once introduced in the Nixam's territories of deputing 
British offleers to superintend the revenue settlements, and to see that 
the engagements to tho people were not broken by the Nizam’s officers, 
should ho luloptcd iu Oudo. You would prefer the former of these as 
more complete, and not more unpalatable to the native government, 
than tho latter, and in case of its adoption you would adhere to the 
theory of government now in force, trustiug to British control for tho 
prevention of those evils which practically attend it. 

7. Those views, I am directed to inform you, appear moderate and 
judicious, and have tho general concurrence of government. The Go¬ 
vernor General in council, n ith reference to the sincere desire mani¬ 
fested on the part of the King to improve tho ndmiuistration, and to 
the success wliieli in some rc.spects has attended his endeavours, is 
willing before ho resorts to llio extreme measures sanctioned by the 
Honourablo Clourts’ de.spate]i, dated the 16th July, 1831, to admit tho 
expediency and justice of allowing a further probationary period to dc- 
velope tlie practical effect of that kind of interference by advice in all 
important measures of tho Oudo administration which has been intro¬ 
duced, and his Lordship in council will be rejoiced to find it ns satisfac¬ 
tory as ho could desire. A copy of your despatch, and of these re¬ 
marks, will be immediately forwarded to tho llonourable the Court of 
Directors, for their consideration and orders. 

8. It is not the intention of his Lordship iu council to discuss, in this 
place the comparative merits of tho Amaneo and Ijarck systems of 
revenue management. Both 'nill ho had if badly administered. Tho 
latter is, however, most objectionable in principle, and can bo advisable 
or necessary only where former misrulo and oppression liavo destroyed 
confidence between the people and their rulers, and led to each defraud¬ 
ing the other on every opportiuiity. 

10. Tho uotcH of Lieutenant Ilollings are interesting, and reflect 
credit on that officer’s observation. 

I have, &o., 

(Signed) T. H. Maddock, 

Secretary to the Government of India. 

To Lieuteoant-Colonel J. Low, Resident at Lucknow. 

(True copy.) 


J. Low, Eesident. 
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LIEUTENANT HAMMERSLEY AT KHELAT, 


Major-Gcneml Noli'.-i Le.lier lo the OjfieiaUnij Adjiitdiit-Geiiend at 
Cahul, rciipecliiuj his I’rohilitiun oj the Kniry into Khelat of the 
Political Agtnt. 


SlE, 


Camp Doh Gliaailc, SrJ December, 1840. 


I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 872 
of the 19th ultimo, enclosing copies of n eoiTcsjioiulencc between Lieut. 
Hnramersley ai d myself, and eiilliiig ujwn me to explain the ciremn- 
atancea noted in. No. 11. 

I must expreaa my regret that Sir Wiliougliby Cotton should have 
been troubled w'ith the letters alluded to; I have reporused them, and 
have only to state my conviction that no person can read them without 
perceiving my forbearance and my wish to avoid so unnecessary a 
correspondence, and to jirovent any angry feeling, notwithstanding the 
plain and obvious imdoavours of this young ollicer to goad me into 
irksome and disagreeable dispatc.s, lint as the correspondence which I 
certainly never supposed would have been a case of reference speaks 
for itself, I sliall not further notice it, UTid will (‘ouHue myself to that 
most extraordinary letter from Lleuteuant Ilainniersloy (No. 11 of the 
4th of Noveml er) on which I shall make no comments but merely state 


a few facts. 

In the llrst paragraph of No. 11, Lieutenant Ilaniinersloy complains 
of my interfering with him. I know not wlmt he means, and I am 
certain that I never interfered with him cither verbally or in writing or 
in any other way except in replying to liis letters now under review. 

On approaching Kelatou the Ist of November, I thought it necessary 
under a supposition of a serious defence of that fortress by the rebel 
Chiefs, tci iatrijdiiee a Peraiau proclamation into the city ; tlie accom¬ 
panying document. (No. 1) is a correct translation of it and was shown to 
Lieutenant Hatnmersley before it was sent. Late in the night of the 
2nd of November, sev oral of the head picople of Kel.ut came to my 



358 


APPENDIX. 


camp in mucli fear, and begged io know whether the inhabitants could 
place reliance upon the promises which I had made in the proclamation 
above alluded to, saying that the rebel Chief had left the city, and 
that the inhabitants were ready to open their gates on assurance from 
me of protection from plunder. They remained in my camp until the 
march of the detachment on the following morning, when they again 
expressed their fears aud begged for protection from plunder and 
oppression, and stating their reasons for the fears they had, which I do 
not think necessary to mention in this letter. I assured them that 
every care should bo taken of them and their property, and to quiet 
their fears and to rcstoro confidence, I immediately, and on the march, 
issued the accompanying order. No. 2, which it will ho perceived 
applied to all, and at the moment I certainly did not think of Lieutenant 
Hammerslcy, nor had I the most remote idea that he intended to 
enter the city with the advanced guard under Colonel Stacy. On my 
arrival before the walls of the city I found that the Staff Officers who 
ought to have been marking o\it the camp had disobeyed the above- 
mentioned order, and instead of performing Ibeir duly were amusing 
themselves in the palace and citadel. The troops were halted and 
obliged to wait one hoar for these gentlemen. I therefore sent to 
Colonel Stacy and directed him to obey Iho orders he had received and 
to order every person out of the city except the guards. It appears 
that Lieutenant Hammerslcy w'as in the city and, as the order mentioned 
all, ho was told by the olficor on duty that ho was included. While 
conversing with some of my officers iu camp and waiting for the tents 
being pitched, I was much surprised by Lieutenant Hammerslcy riding 
furiously up to me, sayiug *' You have ordered me out of the town. 
Sir. Yon Lave exceeded your authority, and I insist upon having your 
reasons in writing.'' I shall make no remark upon these words, but the 
tone and manner of this officer were such as I could never for a 
moment allow from any man whatever his rank or station. It was 
insolent in the extreme, and called for all my patience; it was, 
moreover, entirely uncalled-for, as I had no previous communication, 
either written or verbal, with him on the subject, and he had received 
no provocation whatever from mo. If this officer thought himself 
aggrieved by the accompanying order No. 2, issued on the road in the 
hurry of march, ho, I should tliink, might have come to my tent, or 
he could have written to me, but mstead of this he grossly insults me 
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in the preseneo of my officers, nddinfj to his language already noted 
above, “ yon had no right, Sii’; but I took care not to obey your order. 
I left the city of rny own accord, or at my own pleasure." All this 
language was used without my having said a W'ord to him. I was 
indignant at this gross conduct, and I then certainly told him that he 
had bettor hoJd Ins tongue and go to his tent. Seeing him. rise in his 
saddle, and about to reply in tho same tone and stylo, I told liim not to 
utter another word or I would place him under restraint, and I most 
certainly would have done so, lor a more uiiwarrantahle, imcalled-for, 
and insulting attack I never heard of; and to this moment I am utterly 
at a loss for 1he motive which could have urged him to commit it. 
l^rom the moment tho army of the Indus assembled at Kurual I have 
ever treated him with tho moat marked and kind consideration. 

.Even if circumstances did not render it absolutely necessary, still I 
should have thought myself fully justified in i.ssuiug tho accompanying 
order, No. 2. An order to tlic same effect was issued, on the army 
taking possession of the town of Qwetta, in ISfiO, andlbeliove also 
at Kandahar; it was much more necessary at Kclat, for reasons 
which I will not lengthen this letter by noting. 

In the fifth ))arngraph of JVo. 11, Lieutenant Hammersley declares 
that the. gates of tho town were open to all the ollieers in camp, but 
closed against him. Tho orders and letters I now send, will prove 
that the assertion is totally unfounded; it is for others to judge 
whether wilfully so or not. I call attevition to the language of this 
paragraph of No, II, and I ask whether it is such as ought to be 
tolerated. 

In the same letter this ollicor states that I " throatenod to seize 
any person who might bring mo intelligenceThis too, is a totally 
imfoimded asseriiou, as tho corrcspondcuce will show. 

Lieutenant Hammersloy’s conduct appears to me to he open to the 
.severest remarkt, but as 1 have no angry i'celing to gratily, I sent in 
no complaint against him, and a.s T atall times coniine myself to self- 
defence, I refrain from noticing tho tone, the st 3 de, and the erroneous 
.statements in liis letters, and I now leave others to say whether I 
have acted unwarranlably, harshly, or insultingly, or W'hcther Lieu¬ 
tenant Haramorstoy i.s a lit person to fill tho situation lio now holds. 
As I always strictly confine myself to my jnilitary duties, I make 
no comment on the scenes I have witnessed, or the facts I have 
heard injurious to our natiojjal character. 
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I must bog leave to repeat that the whole amounts to this :-~On the 
night of the 2nil of N ovember, tho head ^leople of Kelat came to my 
tent full of fears, and entreated to know whether they could all rely on 
the promises I had made in tho Proclamation. I did all in my power to 
assure them, but as they still appeared alarmed, I issued the order No. 
2, not thinking of Lieutenant Hammersloy at tho time, or, of any 
person in particular: the order speaks for itself, and was intended to 
keep our people from entering tho city, until the fears of the inhabi¬ 
tants should subside, and coufiJeneo placed in our piromises. Tho mo¬ 
ment Colonel Stacy’s exertions had aceoinplishod this, for I did not enter 
the city myself, until he reported that he had made arrrangemonts for 
posting the troops, notico was given to all, as will appear by the 
accompanying doeuiucnts, that the prohibition had ceased, and that the 
political and civil authority were vested in Lieutenant Hammersley. 

I have already said, that I will refrain from remarking on Lieute¬ 
nant Ilammcrsley’s couduet, but as a sample of the rest, I need only 
mention, that h(! joined my camp on the march with a number of 
horsemen, and was throe or four days with my detachment, before he either 
verbally or in ■>\ rlling informed me of his presence, or why he came; 
in fact, he never did so until the eorrespoudenee now under I'eview oc¬ 
curred, and yet he complains of the treatment he received from me. 

I cannot conclude this letter without expressing my regret, that tho 
assertions of this young oOiecr should pass through the different de¬ 
partments, and possibly find their way to the Supreme government, 
ere I could ha\ e an opportunity of pi'oving that they are totally un¬ 
founded. Was it not sullieienl that a Genor.al Officer should have un¬ 
dergone the responsibility .and anxiety of the service I have just per¬ 
formed Vi'ithout btiing subject to tlie unfounded and absurd complaints 
of Lieutenant nammcrsley f 

I remain, &c., 

AV. Nott, Afajor-Goneral. 

To Cupt. Douglas, OiTioiatiiig Assiatimt Adj.-flen. Cabooi. 
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THE ADVANCE ON KHELAT. 

Candabar, lOtb January, 1811. 

SlE, 

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 
1233 of the 7th December, 1810, regarding tire advance of the troops 
under my command upon Eelat, uird calling upon me for explanation, of 
the motives which induced mo to undertake that movement. 

It is said that the movement was opposed to the plan laid down by 
Mr Bell, for the operation.s of our armies against the forces of Nusseer 
Khan. This is very possible, and I have only to observe, that I never re¬ 
ceived the least intimation whatever from Mr Bell, of the plan 
alluded to. 

With reference to the latter part of tlio lirst paragraph of your 
letter now acknowledged, I beg to moution that a letter from Mr Bell 
to Captain Bean, under date the STth of September, was sent to me. 
I have not a copy by me, but to Ibo best of my recollection, it merely 
stated Mr Bell's opinion, that an a<lvauce at that period would have 
driven Nusseer Khan and Jiis force® towards Tfur-.t..." 
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General to confer upon me, and stated in that feeling of courtesy 
whicli I thouglit duo to Mr Bell, and wMch I feel so much inclined to 
show him, as all my letters will fully prove. 

Having stated the above in reply to the first paragraph of your letter, 
and being deeply anxious to clear myself in the mind of the Bight 
Honourable the Goverjior General from all improper proceedings, I have 
thought it proper and best: First, to forward copies of letters, orders 
and instructions, which I received from the envoy and minister, and 
Sir Willoughby Cotton, directing me to recapture Kelat. Second, 
copies of extracts of letters to Mr Bell and Captain Bean, on the same 
subject; and although I regret forwarding such voluminous papers, 
still I think the perusal of them will place iho whole subject before his 
Lordship, and prove my great anxiety to act cordially with the political 
authorities, and for the honour and benefit of the public service; but 
I must observe that, in addressing these private letters to Mr Bell, I 
never thought for a moment they would have become matter of public 
reference, though I fully admit the right of their being so considered. 
They were intended to show Mr Beil how anxious I was to attend to his 
wishes, and enter into his views; but be never replied to any of them, 
nor did I once hear from him until after Kelat was in my possession, 
although it will be perceived that my first letter is dated long before T 
was aware that Mr Bell would have had any control over the affairs of 
the principality of Kelat, and indeed before he had even landed in 
Scinde, but I u ished to draw forth, and to he in possession of his 
opinions on the subject, and recollecting how freely ho communicated 
W'ith me the previous year, wKcn I was in command at Qwetta, I was 
anxious that he should do so again, and that I should have the benefit 
of his judgment. I was disappointed. 

My reasons for moving on Kelat w'orc;— 

1st.—Ohedlencc to the orders and instructions I had received, and 
which are herewith transmitted. 

2ndly.—The late period of the season which rendered it necessary to 
move on the instant, or to defer it for five months. 

3rdly.— The absolute necessity of moving immediately, or of 
breaking Up the force under my command and sending the troops hack 
to Kandahar, as there was not a particle of forage to be procured for 
the cavalry horses, or for the camels and baggage cattle, and if detained 
in Shawc they must have perished. There was no cover at Qwetta for 
the European urtlUory men, the cavalry, wr the sepoys, and they could 
not possibly exist in tents during tho months of frost and snow. 
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4thly.—The state of excitomeut Tvhich was known to exist in the city 
of Candahar and its neighbourhood, as well as throughout the provinces 
of Sliawl and Piaheen, and the interest with which all wore looking 
to the operations against Kolat, pointed out to my mind the serious 
disasters likely to follow should tho force under my command retire, 
leaving the rebel Chiefs in jiossession of tho stronghold, the moral 
effect of which would have been instantaneous from tho Bolan to 
Gh\mne(v to Kandahar, and to the hanks of the Helmund. Looking, 
therefore, to my instructions, and being well convinced that the excel¬ 
lent and compact force under my command was fully able to defeat the 
army of Nusseer Khan should ho fall back from Gundavn for the pro¬ 
tection of what ho considered to be his capital, and that however 
desperate the defence of Kelat, tho troops under my command 
would most cerfainly have captured it, under these circumstances, I 
used that discretion and judgment granted to mo in my instructions, 
and marched upon that city. 

As a military man, I always confine myself to my military duties, 
and it would bo thought presumptuous in me were I to offer an opinion 
on the state of ibis country, .and on the feelings of its people j yeti 
hope I shall be excused venturing ono remark, which I consider to bo 
closely connected with the explanation lam called upon to offer; it Is 
this:—Had I not taken posso-ssion of Kolat at tho very period I did, 
Nusseer Khan and the rebel Clucfs, on retiriug from tho Passes, would 
have thrown themselves and followers into that fortress, from which 
place they would, for five mouths, have detached their marauding 
parties in evt ry direction, plundering and devastating the provinces 
with impunity, and causing the greatest excitement throughout the 
country; but, finding that I had, by a rapid march, taken possession 
of Kelat. and ha\ ing no other convenient strong post to retire upon, 
they were under tho necessity of dispersing, when, as 1 expected, all 
excitement ceased, and tho whole country above the Passes became 
perfectly quid. This I coucclve to have been tho result of my haring 
carried into efl'ect the orders I received on the discretion and judgment 
allowed me, and I looked with confidenco for tho approval of Govern¬ 
ment. Yours, 

W. NoM, 

T. H. Maildock, Esq., Secretary to the 
Qovornment of India. 
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WARRANT TO HOLD COURTS-MARTIAL. 


J3ij Hii Excellency General Sir Jasper NicoUs, K.C.B., Commander- 
in-Chief of all the Eorces in India, Jre. d'C. dc. To Major- 
General William Kott, or Officer Commandiny the troops in 
Candcihar and its dependencies, Grceliny. 

By virtue of the power aad authority to me iu this behalf given, I do 
hereby authorise you, tiio said Ma.jor-Geueral William Nott, or Officer 
cominauding the troops in Candahar, and its dependencies, to assemble 
General Courts Martial, both European and Native, for the trial of 
officers and soldiers, and all other piersons under your command, who 
may be accused of auy of the crimes or ofi'ences in breach of the 
Articles of War, and the rogulntioiis of the Bengal Government, or 
having committed Wilful Murder, or any other crime Capital by the 
Laws of England, or haviug used violence, or committed any offence 
against the person or property of any person entitled to British 
protection; such power to be vested in you, during the employment 
of the troops under your command beyond the dominions of the 
Government of Bengal, and until you may join the head-quarters of 
the General, or other officer commanding in Affghaiiistau. 

And you are hereby required to transmit the proceedings of the said 
courts martial, through the usual ehaiuiol, for my approval as soon 
after they are closed as possible ; and you are hereby authorised, in 
cases of acquittal, to release the prisoner, whenever it shall appear to 
you expedient so to do ; and as regards Native general courts martial, 
in cases where immediate example may be deemed necessary, you are 
further empowered to carry the sentences of the said courts martial 
into execution, or to mitigate, or suspend, or remit the same, except in 
cases of comtnissioaed officers adjudged to suffer death, or to be 
cashiered, or dismissed, in which cases you are to refer the proceedings 
to me. 

And I do further empower you, as occasion may require, to nominate 
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and appoiut a fit person for executing tlio office of Judge Advocate, 
and to appoint a provost marshal, to use and exorcise that office as it 
is usually practised in the law martial. 

And whereas it frequently occurs that followers, stragglers, marau¬ 
ders, handitli, and otlicrs, do frequently commit and perpetrate murder, 
robbery, rape, arson, and other liigh crimes and misdemeanours, to tho 
great injury of the peaceable inhabitauts of the country and villngoB, 
and to the serious inconvenience of the array, and whereas nothing so 
much tends to deter such evil-disposed persons from perpetrating tho 
enormities before mentioned, as prompt example on the spot; I do 
hereby further direct and empow<ir you to issue your warrant for the 
immediate punishment of auy such ollender or offenders, whensoever 
seized or talioii in the not, boyoml the territory of the Honourable the 
Hast India Company, duo care being talcen clearly to identify tho 
person or persons of tho offender or otTendera aforesaid, and full proof 
of the fact, on summary trial, being to your entire satisfaction first 
produced. 

Given umlcr my band and seal at bead-quarters, camp Loodianali, 
this fifth day of I'cbruary, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-two. 

J .Nicolls, 

General and Commander-in-Cliief in India, 


By His Excellency’s command, 
John Luauu, Lient.-Coh, 
Military Secretary. 
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STANDING ORDERS AND REGULATIONS OF THE 
43kd REGIMENT NATIVE INFANTRY. 

pnAWN ur BY bibbtenaijt-coi.oneb william noti. 


OPFICEBS. 

1st.—The following are to bo considered the Standing Orders of the 
corps, and as such to be strictly attended to :— 

2nd.—Erory officer commanding or in charge of a company is to keep 
a book in which he will insert every standing order of the corps. These 
books are to bo considered as belonging to the company, and to bo 
regularly made over and examined. 

3rd.—All officers on joining the regiment arc expected to tako tliu 
eai’liest opportunity of making themselves acquainted with tho standing 
orders ; and after having joined three months, the plea of ignorance will 
not bo admitted as an excuse for any ueglect. 

4th.—Every officer on joining is to report himself to tho adjutant, 
who will wait with him upon tho commanding officer, and introduce him 
as opportunities may offer to the rest of the corps; and in case he has 
never served in any other regiment, he will attend the drill and all 
parades, and take lessons at his own (quarters from one of the sorjeants 
in the manual, platoon, and sword exercises. 

6th.—All young officers arc to attend every court-martial or court of 
inquiry that may be assembled during tho first year of their joining, in 
order that they may mako themselves acquainted with that very essen¬ 
tial part of their duty—tho superintending the proceedings of one. 

6th.—Every officer is to perfect himself in tho rules laid down (by 
authority) for the drill and exercise of infantry officers coming on or 
going off'parade—are to pay the compliment of the hat to tho senior 
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present—and wlien prevented attending tlio parade or other duties, tlio 
cause thereof is to ho reported in w riting to the adjutant, and if from 
siekness, a certificate from tlic surgeon will bo rerpuired. 

7th.—All ollicei'g arc expected to make themselves acquainted with 
tho orders of the day; and any one neglecting so to do will be equally 
liable to the ( onsequcnces of being absent from any duty as if he had 
seen tho orders. 

8th.—No offioej' is to sleep out of camp, garrison, or cantonments 
without leave from tlio officer commandiug. 

0th.—All (.IBecrs are required to havo every part of their dross iu 
strict conformity with general orders, as no deviation will be allow'ed 
therefrom. 

10th.—Ollli.'ers obtaining leave of absence are to report iu writing to 
the adjutant w hore, they are gomg, when they set out, and at what place 
or places letters may find them; and on their return they are to report 
officially to tho adjutant, and to wait upon the officers commanding 
their station, corps, and company. 

11th.—No officer is to take command (or to rccoivo charge) of a com¬ 
pany until ho has satisfied hiinself that all public, books are regularly 
brought up, ad balances of cosh properly accounted for, and that tho 
but!'hides and other stores are forthcoming. 

12th.—The following is to ho the order issued upon such occasions : 

'—Cairtaiu A. will make arrangements with Lieut. B. for delivering over 
the company to him; and afterwards Jjieut, B., having reported that 
he has rcimlv(!d the company from Captain A., in conformity with tho 
regulation laid down in the 11th Standing Ordei'—all reports of that 
company to be made accordingly. 

13th.—Officers holding companies aro to hear read every morning a 
present state thereof by their pay Iiavildars ; in tho evening a report is 
to ho mado to them by one of their native commissioned offioers, and 
all other reports by the orderly (or khoto) bavildar. 

14th.—Officers aro to bo careful in registering all family remittances, 
as well as in sending the proscribed roll of the payoo with each. Even 
thoso prc.sonting their own bills are to bo furnished with a descriptive 
roll; and after a period of tw'o months has elapsed beyond tlio time at 
which an acknowledgment might have been received, a report of the 
particulais of each ease is to be mado to tlie Adjutant. 

15th.—Ofllcn’s holding companies are to bo very careful in inquiring 
into all complaints made by ilieir men; and sbonlcl [duty or other un- 
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avoidable circumstances prevent their promptly attending to any that 
may be made, they arc to cause two or three native commissioned 
officers to investigate the same, and to report to them the result. 

16th.—Officers holding companies aro in every respect responsible to 
the commanding officer for the interior luamigement and general state 
of them, as also for the immediate and entire eomplianeo witli all orders 
in their respective companies; they will likewise ho held answerable 
for the uniformity of dress and cleaiihness of their men at all parades. 

17th.—All officers detached, whether European or native, commis¬ 
sioned or non-commissioned, aro to make a weekly report to the adju¬ 
tant, and copies of all detachment orders that may bo issued aro to bo 
sent in monthly to the adjutant for the commanding officer’s infor¬ 
ms’'on. 

i8th.—The rule for (Officers holding companies is to bo the person 
signing the mu.ster-rolls and pay abstracts to receive the allowances of 
such oompanies. 

19th.—When on service, officers holding companies will make it their 
particular duty to boo that their men take every care of tlieir ammu¬ 
nition in pouch, and that their Hints aro well fixed. The flat side of 
each flint must be placed either upwards or downwards, according to its 
size and shape, so that Itmaystiako against the hammer about one- 
third from the top, which is to he ascertained by lotting the cock 
gently down, and observing where it first strikes the hammer.* 

20th.—Each flint is to bo screwed firm, so as to pass clear of tho 
barrel, care being taken that every part of the edge of tho flint comes 
in contact with the hammer, so as to strike out flro from tho whole 
surface. Every man is to provide liimsclf with a stopper, and each to 
be furnished with wax cloth sufficient to securo tho lock of his musket 
from tho effects of damp or wet w cathcr. 

21st.—Officers commanding detachments arc to be corcful never to 
take up ground for their camp more than is absolutely requisite, acoor. 
ding to the strength of their detachments. They arc always to bo on 
the alert, to have double sentries, and to lose no time in strengthening 
any bad position they may have been directed to occupy, 

22nd.—They aro enjoined to be very particular in having their sen¬ 
tries relieved at furthest every two hours ; to have rounds and patrols ; 

*Tlie introduction of the percussion lock has rendered this and the following 
clause obsolete.—Eo. 
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iind If itt a standing c-amp, lliey skonld conblantly tliango tlio position, 
of tlieii' picijuets, guards,anti stmlincds. 

2:ird.—Tlicy should alnays niarfli wiLh fi.vi;d bayonets, by verbal 
orders given at ilie moment, and not by beat of drum or the sound of 
bugles—eai'o being tidteii that their men ahvay.s get under arms one 
hour before the -hisvji of day, n hetber they mareh or not. 

24ith,—When in the field, and lhal provisions aro ser^'cd out to the 
corps, it will be the especial duty of allollicers holding companies to see 
that thoir men have the quantity ordered in their knapsacks, and report 
accordingly. Tliis being at times of tlie lirst imi)ortaneo, the corps will 
generally bo paraded I'or that purpose. 

23tli,—When an o.lIiecr delivers over a company, ho is to correct the 
doacriptivo roll up to that date, and furnish n present state of the com¬ 
pany with iho books. 

26th,—All property belonging to the estates of deceased men re¬ 
maining unclaimed at tbo expiration of one year from the date of the 
casualty is to bo remitted to the general treasury. 

27th.—Intimation of the docoasn of all men is to be sent to their 
families one weel!: after tbo casualty has taken place j and officers hold¬ 
ing companies will be expected to u.so their best endeavours to find out 
the heir-at-law as soon as possible. 

28th.—Officers holding companies are to have on undress roll-call in 
their respective streets after sunset, superintendod by tbo native com¬ 
missioned officers, W'ho are to i-oport any absculoo without leave, and 
the former will be held rcspousiblc that all men absent from their lines 
at night arc duly reported. 

29tli.—Officers having reason to confine any soldier or camp-follower, 
are invariably to send a crime with the prisoner to the guard, on the 
back of which is to bu written the names of the w itnessos intended to 
be produced. 

30th.—All detiichments ordered on command aro to bo carefully in¬ 
spected by tbo 8 .‘nior officer on being dolivored over, and if under an 
European oiliucr, the adjutant is to furnish him with a present state of 
the party. 

31st.—Officers detached are to report their arrival at thoir destina¬ 
tion, and time of coniTnenclng thoir return, to tlio adjutant, forwarding 
a copy of all orders tliey may have received; and they are to acknow- 
lodgo the receipt, as soon as possible, of all public letters or instructions. 

VOL. 11. 1! li 
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32nd.—Wlion oflleers aro detached on command tliey are to give 
timely notice of tlioiv approacli and intended route to the collector, 
magistrate, or otlier civil autliorities of tlie district, to enable them to 
give orders for supplies, l) 0 .ats, &c. as may he requisite ; and any defi- 
eienoy or inattention on the part of the native servants of government 
should ho reported to tlie collector or magi.stratc, as well as to the com¬ 
manding officer. 

33rd.—Offloers proceeding in charge of treasure or prisoners cannot 
bo too oarefnl, they are. to see their sentries posted, and their orders 
distinctly explained to them. A proportion of their men should ho on 
picquet, and the whole ready to get under arms at the shortest notice; 
their sentries and onc-third of their nn}a should ho loaded, and every 
man should sleep upon his .arras. 

34th.—Offioor.s arc to explain to theii- men that they aro to keep their 
huts well plastered with mud, both inside and out, with muchans 
erected over each cooking place, 'fho native officers are to visit tho 
huts of their company every Ifriday evening, and officers holding com¬ 
panies will he ])arl'icular in ascertaining at tho inspection of arms on 
Saturdays that this order is strictly attended to. 

35th.—Ofliecrs holding companie.s aro to c.xplain to their men, that 
it is no part of tho duty of tho Bheo.steos to provide them with water 
for cooking or any other purpose—tho estahlishracnt being merely in¬ 
tended to supply the difi'erout guards and pieqnets, as also tho hospital 
jn camp and eantonmonts, all men in trenches and on tho march, and 
such men as may require water to drink. 

36th.—AVhonevcr a fire takes pla (!0 in the linos, offloers are expected 
immediately to repair to their respective companies, first to secure tho 
arms and aecoutremenl.s from danger, and afterwards to render every 
assistance in their power hy directing tlio exertions of their men in 
extinguishing the fire. 

37th.”In selecting sepoys for promotion officers aro at liberty to go 
as far down as tho tenth on the roll; but to prevent any deserving man 
being passed over, all those above tho sepoy recommended are to he 
sent to the commanding officer, and the reasons for passing such over 
are to be inserted opposite their respeetivo names, in the recommend¬ 
ing roll. 

38th.—Excepting when orders are issued to the contrary, pay is 
always to be disbursed, so soon as received, in presence of the Euro- 
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poaii aad native comuiissionetl officers, who arc to sijpi the acquittance 
rolls; audit is to bo clearly understood that tlio surgeon’s, ad jutaut’s, 
and quartermaster’s establiahmeiita are to bo as regularly paid as the 
corps, and acquitlanoo rolls thereof to bo lodged in the adjutant's 
office. 

39th.—No man i.s to bo excused parade or evcrclse, to bo sent to drill 
or put U])oii additional duly for a period execeding Ihroo days, without 
the oommandiag oJlioer’s sanction; neither is any person short of a 
European eoinmissionod officer ever to give the ^\•ord of command to 
the battalion. 


'loth.—The iidjutant (or in his ahseiiee the officer of the day) is to draw 
the companies from their streets by signal for tin.! parade to be formed, in 
sufficient t ime before the hour appointed, as m ill allow of leisure to do 
what is requisite; and siiould the corp.s not he foi-mcd in time, the 
adjutant alone is responsible, and not the officer who may chance to be 
the senior on purndt , for until the parndo is actually formed no com¬ 
mand esists, aud the fixing of that time rcstsi ontiroly with the com¬ 
manding officer. 

4l8t.—On parade neither is the corps to bo reported by the adjutant 
to every senior officer as they may happon suoc('.ssively to arrive. But 
when the hour ordered ha.s exj)irod, it is to be presumed some accident 
has delayed the commanding ollieer’.s arrival, when a report is to bo 
made to tlie senior officer prc.sent, who will proceed with the business 
for which the parade may have been ordered.—This rule is not to pre¬ 
vent the parade being always reported to the second in command. 

43nd.—The adjutant is piroliibited from receiving any private com¬ 
munications on public business from any oilicer w'batcver, and ho is to 
return all letter’s or noto.s that may not bo writt(!n in the usual form of 
official oon'cspondence. His |>ost ou the mareb is to be iu rear of the 
column, and at exercise ho and t.lio other niount(Hl officers are speedily 
to give the point-s of formation; whenever ho is temporarily absent the 
officer of the day is to officiate for him. 

43rd.—The adjutant will keep his rosters and list of officers reported 
sick and well at the end of the orderly-book. The roster for commands 
is to be one of officers (each taking as far as practicable his own com- 
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pany), and the rule to bo first in, first out. Tlio adjutant is to sign all 
morning reports. 

44tli.—The orderly books are to be carried round daily to every 
officer, by a draiamor or sepoy ordered for that duty, and are not to 
be shown to any person out of tho corps. Neither are any of tho 
public books or records, vvilbout tho commanding oflloer's written 
authority for so doing. 

dStli.—The adjutant, aorjea.ut8, and all instructors of the drill are to 
bo regular in their attendance of llie same, and no man is to bo dis¬ 
missed therefrom till he can go through every part of his exercise, 
without the least caution iu Hindoslance. 

doth.—Thu additional instructors of the drill arc as seldom as possi¬ 
ble to consist of sepoys, and ai'e to be relieved, at furtliest, every four 
months. No native commissioned oflicer is to have charge of tho drill, 
nor is any instrnetor to carry either a stick or cane. 

47th.—Tho men are occasionally to practise at the drill the proper 
mode of going and rocoiviug tlie rounds and patroles of relieving 
guards and sentries, the funeral exercise, and every kind of salute 
with or without arms, and every point of etiquette is to be carefully 
exiilainod to each individual, so that no man can plead ignorance of the 
same. 

48th.—It is occasionally to be tho practice, both at drill and exercise, 
to manauvre with the rear rank in front, and care is to bo taken that 
no practice, however trifling tho deviation or showy the elleot, is to bo 
introduced at drill, that is not sancUoued by his Majesty's regulations 
for the drill and exercise of infantry. 

49th.—The adjutant is to keep up three orderly books. No 1, to con¬ 
tain nothing but regimental orders. No. 2, general orders, and No. 3, 
all other orders that may be issued; and ho is to have a hook for his 
establishment in every respect similar to those kept by officers com¬ 
manding companies, 

50th,—In the adjutant’s office there are to be five books, No. 1, a 
long roll of the regiment, No, 2, a letter hook. No. 3, monthly returns 
at one end, and alphabetical annual long roll of European commis¬ 
sioned and native commissioned officers at the other. No. 4, register 
of the estates of all commissioned officers at one end, non-commissioned 
and privates at the other, and, in the centre, a list of all public books 
and documents in his office. No. 6, to be for target practice reports. 
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OFFICER OF THE DiT, 

61st.—Tile sulialtera officer of the day is to examine and regularly 
march off all regimental guards. Ifc is to give them the parole and to 
receive their reports, to inspect the hues and hospital, to be active in 
putting out all llres and ([uolliug disturbances, to attend all parades, to 
act as adjutant during tliat officers oeeaaional absence, and, when 
relieved, to send, in a written report (at orderly hour) to the command¬ 
ing offieer, agreeably to the form which will be laid dcnvn after these 
orders. 

52nd.—The c fflcor coming oil'Jnly on Mom lay morning will trans¬ 
mit to the commanding officer a detailed report of tlio number of meu 
at drill or ou ad.litio.ial duty during the preceding week, specifying the 
cause for which, and by w'hom, they were sent, to drill or put upou 
additional duty, aud for what jicrlod. 

53rd.—A form for the above report will be herciiftcr hud doivn, and, 
in order to enable the adjutant to furnish the officer of the day with 
the requisite inforniation, no man' is to ho sent to drill, or put upou 
additional duty, witliout a statement of his ease being first lodged in 
the adjutant’s office, 

SUJIGKON’s Dl’TJKS. 

54th.—The surgeon is t.i keep two public books ; No. 1 to coutttiii 
copies of each muster roll, with aeqiiitlaiico roll amie.'ccd at one end, 
aud, at the other, pay abstracts ; No. 2 to Jiave monthly rotnrus of the 
sick at one end, and hospital registers at the other, with a list of 
incurables or si ulkers in the centre. 

55th.—d'ho s urgeon is to present to the eommanding officer, every 
Monday morning, n written report of all the sick, umi, ou the Ist of’ 
every quarter, a return of such olficors and meu as may have been upon 
his list for more than three months, stating his <.q)inion as to the proba¬ 
bility there may be of their soon being able to return to their duty.— 
(See Form, No 7.) 

56t,h.—Officers to be reported, sick and well, by the surgeon. Few 
things look so l ad as an officer being reported sick after he has been 
warned for duty, and as this generally arises cut of n wish not to be put 
ou the sick list, exci^pt in eases of a serious nature, the surgeon will be 



374 


APPENDIX. 


expootcd to report every officer sick witliout delay, even tkougL. his 
illness may bo ratber slight. 

57th.—Tho surgeon is to furnish every officer going on command 
with a supply of medioiues, and written instructions how to use them, 
and all medicines belonging to him arc to have tho names written upon 
them in English, and sneli hingnagc as the native doctors can read, in 
order that they may bo got at without difficulty, in case of bis sickness 
or occasional absence. 

58th.—Certilicates are to be granted for the admission and discharge 
of all men who go in or come out of hospital, and the former are not to 
be signed, o.vcepting in serious eases, till tho surgeon has pronounced 
each individual a fit ohjeet to bo received. 

59th.—Ifo sick man is ever to remain in the lines ; convalescents 
may, under cortificato from the surgeon, care being taken that they are 
regularly walked out mornlngiand evening liy the hospital orderly. 

60tli.—Tlie non-commissioned officer on the hospital guard will be 
held responsible tliat ho reports every man who may absent himself 
from tho hospital (excepting during the period requisite for cooking), 
and neglecting so to do, ho will bo brought to trial for disobedience of 
orders. The surgeon will specify to tho commanding officer any 
particular orders ho may wisli to give to tho hospital guard. 

Cist,“-Men who have been in ho.spital are neither to bo sent to drill 
or put upon fatigue duty until they hare recovered their strength, and 
the drill is only to be resorted to in such eases where the parties have 
manifestly forgotten their exercise or relaxed ia discipline. 

62nd.—Previous to a marcli it will become a practice to call for 
returns, specifying the names of such men as were on the sick or conva¬ 
lescent lists during tho preceding inarch, from which the adjutant will 
compile a general one, and send the others to the surgeon, which, it is 
to be hoped, will operate as a check against skulkers obtaining admis¬ 
sion on the sick or convalescent lists upon such occasions. 

63r(l.—^Wliilst oil tho march, returns, specifying the names of all con¬ 
valescents, or men unable to keep up with their divisions, are to be 
forwarded by officers holding companios, to tho adjutant’s office, every 
Monday morning, and those officers are enjoined constantly to see and 
to examiuo such men. The adjutant will cause tho whole of them to 
be paraded every Monday evening, for the surgeon’s inspection and 
report. 
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(JUAKTERM A STEU. 

64Lli.—Tlio qiiarloi'inaaler 'vvill keep copies of all ludenta and quar¬ 
terly returns of survey report, receipts and issues of monthly returns of 
supernumeraries, and of camp equipage, muster rolls, pay abstracts, and 
disbursemonl-s, in three or fom- books, and ho is, in his capacity of 
quartermaster, also to keej) a book into which all courts martial are to 
be entered. 

()5th.—The qiiartcrmastor rvill be expected constantly to visit the 
magazine, to see. that his stores arc properly packed and preserved, and 
he is to linvf! the date of issue marked upon each tent and musket, for 
the inform.ation of committees. 

66th.—When in the field, it i.s the quartermaster’s particular duty 
to see that the oump is properly pitched, that the streot.s are kept clear, 
and to order his bikhir.s to make roads of communication from the camp 
to the public road. 

57th.—The quartermaster is invariably io bo mounted w'hen the 
corps is at exercise, and assist the adjutant in giving the points of for¬ 
mation, 

68th.—The quartermaster .and the superintending olPieer are carefully 
to preserve due order and decorum at all courts-martial or courts of 
inquiry, and iro to report the absence of any young officer, by insert¬ 
ing the :iiam(!s of those who do attend at the foot of the proceedings, 
whose duty iii will bo to attend, in conformity with the 5th standing 
order, as also any neglect on the part of the adjutiint or officer of the 
day in not attending to see that t.he evidences are fortheoining, 

09th.^—All standing orders havuig rcfcronei! to the duties of native 
soldiers, or in i'es])ect to guards, sentries, oixhwlies, rounds, patroles, or 
escorts, arc to be translated into Hindostance, under the superintend¬ 
ence of the q jart( rmaster. Each pay havihlar is to take a copy, and 
officers holding companies wdll be rosponsjljle that they are read to 
their respective companies once a month. 

nvcKAsED .uek’s estates. 

70th.'—Upon the decease of a native commissioned officer, the 
adjutant will (•ause an inventory of his cffijcts to be taken in the 
presence of three native oflicers, to he laid before the commanding 
officer, who will either have them delivered to the heir, if present, or 
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direct them to he disposed of by public sale; the produce to be duly 
registered by tlio adjutant, as well as all arrears of pay, ready cash and 
debts, &o. &c. 

71st.—The heirs or person to whom tlie produce of the effects, &e., 
may be delivered, will grant a receipt and sign the book, according to 
regimental regulations, in tbc presence of two or more w'ituosses. 

72nd.—On the decease of any non-comniissloncd oUiccr or sepo}', 
the officer holding tlu! conijiaiiy is to eause an Inventory of his effects 
to be taken before the subadar or jemadar, and will either have them 
delivered to the heir, f present, or sold by public sale, and tho balance 
thereof, after deductiiall jtist debts, together with the pay and batta, 
&e., due to the decoas nl, is to ho duly registered, and either paid to 
the heir-at-law or ron.itted to the general treasui'}-. 

7drd.—IVJien any doubt may arise as to Uic right of persons claiming 
the property of tho dt.'ceased, the testimony of ojie or more respectable 
men is to bo added to the receipt, and to he considered as sufficient 
grounds for making payment to tho claimants; the debts are to bo 
discharged agreeably to the 49lh section of tho Articles of War. 

7-Jith.—Officers iio^iing companie.s are to send in to tho adjutant’.s 
office on the Ist day of ovciy quarter a roll of such men as may 
require their discharge, staling the reasons they have for so doing; Imt 
it is not to he done when tho corps is in the field, or going upon 
service. 

75th.—-Tho native coinmissionei!, non-commlBsioned officers, drum¬ 
mers, and sepoys arc strictly' forbid lending money to oacli other on 
usury. When they; may wish to oblige ouo another with the loan of 
small sums, ills to be free of interest, and with the Banellon of the 
officer coinmaudlng o,.' in eliarge of the eompiiny. 

7tjth.—fire of any' kind is to be liglitod in the streets of the lines 
or in their vicinity j and in front of each hell of arms there are to be 
placed 50 or 00 larjiC pots or ghuvrahs, filled with water, to be supplied 
by the regimental hheestees, to whom tho quartermaster will give 
orders for tlieir bei.ig kept full. 

77th.—No cattle of any'kind are to he picketed in the linos. The 
native commissione 1 ellieers are to see that tho streets are kept clear 
and free from the a/cumulatlon of filth or dirt, and no dhole or tom¬ 
tom is to ho bent in the lines after eight at night, without permission of 
the commanding oficcr. 
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78tli.—Till! bells of arms arc to l)e eonstantly visited by the officers 
of companies, and no soldier is on any account to bo allowed to keep 
his arms or acooucremeuts in bis hut; and the orderly havildars are to 
see that no pegs or nails are driven into the walls, or that the public 
buildings are in any way injured or destroyed. 

79th,—Patroles from the quarter and rear-guards arc to be sent, both 
by day and night, to see that jio largo fires are made in the huts, and 
none whatever in the streets, or after eight at night, and they are to 
take up and confine any person that may be lurking about the lines, 

80th,—When fires occur often, it will become the duty of officers 
holding companies particularly to ascertain how, when, and where the 
fire first broke out; and they will confine and bring to trial such men 
as may appear to be negligent in not taki)ig the usual precautions. 

81st.—Wheu it appears dillicnlt, after the most mature investigation, 
to ascertain how any fire broke out, officers holding companies will employ 
trustworthy men in patrolling the streets in tlicir undress, both by day 
and nighi;, and in tviitcliiug if they can observe any incendiary lurking 
about the linos. 

82nd.—An mdino piequet of one .suhadar, one jemadar, throe havil¬ 
dars, tliriio na cks, and tliirty sepoys, ■nlthout arms, to mount daily, 
and on the first alarm of lire, they aro instantly to rush to tho bells of 
arms nearest to it, and secure tlio arms and accoutrements, and after¬ 
wards lend their best asaistnnec in putting out the lire. Only one-third 
are to be allovt ed to cook at one tiivu', and they are to be equally dis¬ 
tributed in the bells of arms. 

Silrd.—It wdl be tho practice of the regiment invariably to assemble 
a court of iiiqi iry to investigate Into Ibe cireumBtanecs attending any 
lire that Jimy lake place in the lines, and iu order to ascertain if the 
Standing orders on that head have l)oo.n propierly atttinded to. 

S'lth.—As soon us tlie daily orders are issued luid explained by the 
adjutant to tlu- serjeaut-wajor, tJio latter will assemble the ordinary 
havildars of companies, and make known to them auy jjart of the 
orders it may bo requisite they should be aeqiiaiuted with, and whicii 
they are immciliatoly to report to their subadaj-s, wlio at evening roll 
call (or before if neccs.saryl will explain tho same to their respective 
companies ;—tJiis alludes chiefly to general duties. Any orders respect¬ 
ing the internal management or detail of compauioa will of course be 
explained by oJfieers to their men. 
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SStli.—Tho roster' of oommands and other duties of the native com- 
mlssionod officers is, to ho kept by the adjutant; that of the non-com¬ 
missioned officers by the serjeant-majoi', under instructions from the 
adjutant. 

86th.—Tire Serjeant.major will be allowed a nou-commissioned officer 
to assist him in keeping a /correct roster; and of the quota of men 
each company is to fimiiah for commands and the other duties, which 
is to be made known to the orderly havildar. 

87th.—Officers are to explain to their siihadars that they will he 
held responsible that in ease the tour of commands, &e., bo not cor¬ 
rectly and strictly observed in their rc3\iective companies, they are 
instantly to report tho same. 

88th.—The drill-havildar and naick are on no account to be made 
the channel of comiimnicating any orders to the corps; their sole duty 
being the superintendence of the drill, under the direction of the 
adjutant. 

89th.—As sopoyn are sometimes in the habit of quitting their lines, 
and going about armed willi swords or clubs, officers in command or 
charge of companies are clivcctcd to prohibit such a practice in the 
strictest manner. 

90lh.—Officers holding companies will make it their duty to see that 
tho pouch and bayonet belts are of such length as to admit of the men 
opening the former and <lrawing the latter with ease and convenience; 
and care is to b(! taken that the appearnneo of the belts is not spoiled 
by making more holes in them than is idisolutely necessary. 


CITAUB.'!. 

91st.—All guards are to parade with arms shouldered, unfixed 
bayonets, without any intervals between them ; officers and non-com¬ 
missioned officers forty paces in front of tho centre, in two ranks 
facing the line, where they are to receive the old parole and such 
orders as may be given to them; after which the officer of the day 
will give the word of command. 

92nd.—Officers and non-commissioned officers outwards face : Take 
post in front of your respective guards as soon as they have taken post 
in front of their respective guards; the words of command will be 
given. 
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93rd. — Officers and non-commissioncd officer."! to your guards: 
March, halt, front. The officer on duty will direct the parade to “ order 
arms, fix bayonets, shoulder anus. Officers and non- commissioned 
officers inspect your guards.” 

94th.—As soon as the inspection is over, the adjutant will go down 
the line and receive the report.s, when the officer of the day will order 
the troop to beat. The guards will then march past in review, and 
after the third wheel, will support ivrius and inarch otF at quick time 
towards their respective posts. 'I’hc adjutant is to teach all young 
officers how to mandi off the guards regvdarly ; and such as are junior 
to him, and wJio miiy be on duty upon Sundays, arc to take post, when 
the adjutant will go tlirough all the forms, as on a grand parade. 

9.5th.—Should the commanding oiilcor of the station or corps, or a 
field officer of any other corps, be on parade, the olllcer of the day will 
ask his permission to march oil' the guards, and falling in with the 
front division, salute on marching past, falling out at the completion of 
the third ivheel, and ordering guards to their posts. 

96th.—(,)u the uciv guard arriving nciu' the left Hank of the old one, 
it is to halt., carry arms, and march in ordinary time towards it, wheel¬ 
ing up aud dressing in line with it, taking open order. The old guard 
then presents arms, tlie drums boating a mnrcli; the new one does the 
same ; when finished, both offiocr.s move toward.? (>;u;h other with swords 
recovered, giving and receiving the report aud orders of the guard, 
dropping at the same time the points of their swords; then returning 
to the front: of tlicir guards. 

97th.—The oi l guard shoulders arms, orders arms, and stands at 
ease; the new guard does llie .same. Sentries .are now relieved, and on 
the xetuni of tlie relief the drummer of the old guard gives the signal; 
the officer of which orders attention, shoulders arm.?, wheels back on 
the loft, aud marches off in quick time to the parade, where he directs 
tinfix bayonets, recover anus, ciise springs, riglit face, lodge arms. 

98th.—^Tlie officer of the nciv guard (the, moment the old one has 
.shouldered, previous to its marching off) prescuta arms, drummer 
beating a march, which ended, he shoulders arms, takes close order, 
faces to the right, and occupies the gi'ound the old guard has quitted ; 
recovers arms, lodges or grounds anus according to the hour. 

99th—Not; mote than one-third of any guard should be allowed leave 
to be absent (either for the purpose of cooking or otherwise) at one 
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time, and any commissioned or non-commissioned officer, or private, 
being absent from hi.s guard without leave, will be subject to trial by 
court-martial. 

lOOtb.—TJio regimental guards arc, to a lieutenaiit-colonel or 
major commanding it, to turn out aud present ai’ms once a day, and, 
at other times, to stand by their arras; and to a captain or junior 
ofFicor commanding the regiment, the guards aro to turn out once a 
day with shouldered arras, and at other times to stand by them. 

101st.—When officers entitled to a salute pass guards in the act of 
relieving, both aro to salute, receiving the word of command from the 
senior officer, and ivhen officers entitled to a salute pass in rear of a 
guard, it is to stand at shouldered arms, and not to face about or beat 
a drum. 

102nd.—'Every cnmiiiasionod or non-commissioned officer on guard 
must be careful to c-Kplaiu all orders to the sentinels, particularly to 
young soldiers. All guards are to turn out at retreat beating and the 
reveillee, when their arms, flints, and ammunition should bo examined, 
and they may be cxerci.scd in the manual and platoon. 

103rd.—All native commissioned and non-commissioned officers will 
bo held responsible for the conduct and discipline of guards and detacb- 
ments entrusted to their charge, and aro invariably to be brought to 
trial for any neglect of a seriotts nature, aud to be reprimanded or 
otherwise punished for cases of a more trifling description. 

SENTBIKS. 

104th.—In relieving sentinels, if the relief consists of loss than four 
men, it is to be formed ii\ a rant entire, the liavildar or naiek on the 
right dressed with the fronc, taking care that his men marcli silently 
and regularly, and that the rear ranks (when there are more than four 
men) look well ni'. 

105th.—On approaching the sentinel to be relieved, the relief is to 
be halted at the distance of ten or twelve paces from the post, and 
remain with their arms carried; ihe non-commissioned officer then 
advances with the man going on the post, who with ported arms will 
approach the sentinel to be relieved, and from him, in the hearing only 
of the naiek or liavildar, receive the order of the post; the relieved 
sentry then takes bis place in the relief, which proceeds in its rounds. 

lOStb.—Evevj' sentry is to walk briskfy backw'ards aud forwards on 
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bis post not exteecling tlio distau<;c of ten oi' twelvo yards on caeli side 
of it. He is never to iinit his arms, sit down, lonuge, or loiter, neither 
is ho to converse, out, drink, or do anything hut liis duty during the 
lime ho is post( d ns sentry. 

107Lh.—AH sentinels are to pay tho visual eom])limeiits of curried 
arms by day to any person they know to bo an officer, and if a field 
officer they aro to pi esent anus; when paying the conipliineut they are 
to aland firm aiid to front the point especially recommended to their 
notice. 

108th.—Aftci retreat heating they aro to stand steady facing to their 
proper front witli tiieir arm.s curried whenever an officer approaches 
their post, and i.o remain so until he has passed, and this is not to be 
discontinued till tlie evening is so far advanced that they begin to 
ehallenge. 

109th.—Which is to ho after tattoo beating, from which period till 
daybreak they are to faca-any pensous npproaebing their posts, standing 
firm in a state of preparation with ported arms, till tliey have ascer¬ 
tained Tvho is ad vuueing towai-da them. 

noth —Scuti jela are to keep their posts clear, and not to allow any 
rioting near them, to sufier no man to touch their arms, and when they 
ehallenge at night to do so brisk and loud, at llio distance of fifteen or 
twenty yards, carefully avoiding the HinJostanec and unmilitary 
practice of l•hallenging or firing merely because another sentry does so. 

111th.—They are to stand upon their guard ready to defend themselves 
in ease they shoiJd be attacked, to do their duty implicitly, and to be 
very jiarticular in regard to prisoners’ treasure, or anything else 
entrusted to their charge. 

112t]i,—A sentry is never to bo relieved but by an officer, commis- 
sioued or non-cemmisioned, or one acting as such, and any native 
officer whose dmy it. may bo to superintend such relief who shall 
knowingly Cimnivo at such conduct will be brought to a court-martial. 

113tb.—IMo so itincl is ever to be forced or struck ; in case be does 
wrong he must be relieved, and then may be reprimanded or confined ; 
neither is any sentry to he made to stand more than two hours at one 
time, whether as a punishment or otherwise, nor are they on any 
jirctonco whatsoc''er to quit their arm.s or their po.sts ; if taken ill, they 
must call the guard and he instantly relieved. 

114th.—As the commanding officer can never overlook the least 
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neglect that may, in these respects, come to Ms knowledge. All officers 
are enjoined to be very particular in seeing that the different guards 
and sentries perform their duty pi'operly, and whether on duty or not, 
it is expected they will take 2 >roper notice of tlie least neglect. 

HF.VIEW Ol- IHSIS. 

115th.—The following is to be the mode of oxamining arms: the com¬ 
pany at open oi’dcr and shoulder(^d, open pans, slope arms, carry arms, 
shut pans, order arms, examine arms, return ramrods, shoulder arms ; 
an inspection of tLo appointments, clothing, &c.., is now to be made, the 
rear rank then resumes close order, arms are ordered, and the company 
stands at case. 

116th.—When the adjutant goes down tlio lino to receive reports, as 
ho approaches each company the officer will give the word “attention,” 
and on delivering report drop his sword, and when the adjutant passes 
on to the next ccenpany, the officer will order his men to stand at case. 

nooKs. 

117th—The books of companies, establishments, and staff, arc to bo 
laid before the eC'mmanding officer for examination on the Ist days of 
May, August, November, and February, .and, generally speaking, all 
quarterly returns tliat may be called for in the regiment are to ho made 
on those days. 

118th.—One week previous to the quarterly iuspection of books, 
officers liolding companies aro to send them to the adjutant, that he 
may enter the estates of deceased men into the regimental register. At 
the same time he will furnish those officers with the requisite informa¬ 
tion to enable them to complete their descriptive rolls up to tho latest 
period. 

nEroUTS. 

119th.—Unless tho occurrence of anything particular renders it 
necessary personally to deliver their report, officers aro permitted to 
send the same under a sealed cover to the commanding officer. 

120th.—Eogioiental guards are to report their relief to the adjutant 
and native commissioned, non-commissioned officers commanding 
guards (with the exception of the bazaar guard) are instructed not to 
report to the commanding officer. 
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DETACHMEKT. 

121st.—I'rcvious to any dctaclimont going on command in cliai’ge of 
a native conimisBioned or non-commissioned officer, tLo adjutant will 
explain the following orders ; tir-st, on no account to press tlie villagers 
on their roc to for any jjurpose whatovor, or in any way to maltreat 
them. 

]22ad.“v'eemidly, they arc on no account to demand wood, earthen 
pots, or stra'v, &c,, without paying for the same, as well as for every 
other article of supply furnished them. 

I’AllAOES. 

123rd.—hen the regiment is jjaraded for exercise, the divisions are 
to be numbered 1, 2,8, and so on from right to loft without reference to 
the number of the company; w'hen there is occasion to mention any 
division on parade, the number as it stands in Kuo and not the number 
of the company tho men may belong to is to be made use of; grand 
divisions also are to bo invariably numbered 1, 2, 3, and so on from 
right to loft, t nd in all firings to be. so denominated. 

12.lth.—Before Lbo divisions leavo tbeir streets, they are to bo 
numbered, an ! the native commissioned and nou-coinmissloncd officers 
to bo made nciinaiutod with the numbers ; officers are to ascertain that 
they and particularly Ihoir pivot nicii arc .acquainted tviUi tho number 
of their company. 

125th.—The regiment invariably to bo told oil' iu ten divisions when 
the number of men will admit of there not being less than twenty 
liles catih. 


I’AV IlAVILDAllS. 

126th.—The pay havildars are to supply tliemsolvos witli small 
books for tbo insertion of tho standing orders and such of the articles 
of war as will be hereafter pointed out to them—and those are to bo 
read to each .jompauy at evening roll-call on tho first Sunday of 
every month. 

127th.—The books of pay havildars arc to ho made to correspond 
as much as possible with those of their officers, and no accounts are to 
be kept by them on loose pieces of paper relative to their companies. 
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128tli.—The duties of the khote are to be taken by iiavildars only, 
who are to be relieved weekly—and are to be called orderly, or khote 
havildars—the drill bavildar is to bo coniined to his proper duties, 
and never to be erroneously called bavildar major. 

129th.—Pay havildars arc to bo restricted to n perfornianco of their 
proper duties, and are to take their share of all regimental duties. No 
sepoy is ever to act or to be appointed to that situation. 

I'dOth,—With a view to distribute as much as possible the rewards 
duo to merit, as well as to prevent any non-(;ommissioucd officer re- 
ceiving greater pay than a jemadar, the situations of colour and 
pay bavildar will never, exeept in cases of very c-xtraordinary merit, 
be given to the same person. 

idlst.—And with a view to prevent any deviation from the foregoing 
rule, as well as to preclude the possibility of any pay bavildar being 
displaced without a cause, the names of those non-commissioned officers 
will hereafter bo always published in regimental orders. This is not to 
invalidate the right of patronage held hy officers holding companies, 
excepting in the iuatanees above noticed, when the commanding officer 
will exercise his controlling authority. 

nooK.s. 

I32nd—In future there is only to be one book for each company— 
to contain a descriptive roll, muster roll (with acquittance roll annexed) 
at one end—pay abstracts and abstracts of muster rolls at the other, 
with family remittances, estates of dceea.sed men, target practice re* 
ports, and copies of paymasters’ statements in the centre—care being 
taken that a sufiicuent space is loft between each deilcient document, 
according to the size of the book. 

133rd.—These books are to be composed of Europe paper, bound, 
and as near the size of foolscap as possible—they arc to bo considered 
as public propertjn and as such arc never either to be taken away or 
destroyed. 

134th.—Descriptive rolls are invariably to have the men’s ago in¬ 
serted from the date of enlistment, and their precise caste, and not 
under the general tenns of Hindoo or IVTussulniau; and there is to bo 
a column showing when and from whence received. 

135th—No man's name is to he erased or scratched out, but merely a 
remark made opposite, showing how and when the casualty occurred— 
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Iho dates of prornotion to tlio different ranks to bo stated as far as can 
bo ascertained. 

l.’tdth.—TTpon every occasion of making out a no^v descriptive roll, 
the old one is previously to bo carefully examined and all errors cor¬ 
rected ; and cvcryy’oung soldier is to be measured afresli, in ease 
tlie.y should have groivn since the last one 'vas made. 

137tli,—All public letters and papers arc to bo regularly backed and 
numbered—those in the adjutant’s office are to bo bound up into 
bundles every (|t.artGi'—those in the <puartorinastei's department half- 
yearly—and in tlic surgeon’s annually, and the two former officers are 
to keep a public dawk book to refer to in case of letters being lost. 

OBUlUtLY [[Olll!. 

138th.—Orderly hour is to bo ten o’clock, and all officers and soldiers 
wishing for an i-itcrvicw with the commanding officer will generally 
conform thereto, and all reports or papers for inspection or signature 
are then to be ddivered or sent in. 

139th,—Jjettei's from soldiers requiring to bo franked are to bo sent 
in on Monday, and iho writer’s name to be written in I'lnglish on the 
back of each—and they are to bo left open for inspection if doomed 
requisite, as Instances have occurred where this indnlgonce has been 
greatly abused. 

lliOth,—Native (ionnnissioned officers arc to provide thomsolvcs with 
small tents, to be pitched Imlf-ycai-ly, for tlio commanding officer’s in¬ 
spection; and officers holding companies arc to be careful m seeing 
that their native officers do not on any occasion reside in the sepoys' 
tents. 

SEEJE-VH'l'S. 

I41st.—I'laced as the European serjeants are in the midst of a corps 
of natives tho most exemplary conduct will at all times bo expected 
from them, as well for the reputation of tho corps as in support of tho 
character of British soldiers—and the plea of thoir being employed 
writing for any officer will never he admitted as an excuse for neglect¬ 
ing their d;ity. 

142nd.—The serjeant-major is enjoined to keep up his authority 
among the men—who arc never to report or ad(h-ess him on duty 
without paying the proper compliment; he is to inspect all parties and 

VOL. II. ^ ^ 
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orderlies previous to their miireliiug oil' parade, and must at all times bo 
itt or near the lines ready to receive auy orders from the adjutant or 
officer on duty, to wlioui be is espccted to report nitliout the least 
delay all irregularities that may eoii’.e under his notiee. 

143rd, Tlio drum-niajor is to he very attoiitivo to the dress and 
behaviour of the drummers ar-l fifers ; to bo ajiswcrablc that they are 
at all times clean, and that their drums, fifes, and other appointments, 
are constantly in projwr condition, lie is frcipiently to take thorn out 
to practise, and is not to jjass over any irregularity or improper con¬ 
duct, hut must instautly report the same to the adjutant. 

144th. Wheneve)' a survey takes pdaeo on any of the arms or accou¬ 
trements, a memoraudum of such as may he eoudemned is to he entered 
by the pay havildars into their books. 

145tb. Tor any trifling oll'eneo tbe men are to be reprimanded, sent 
to drill, or put upon additiojial duty, but on no account are they to bo 
beat with a ratau or cat. 

146th. The light company will not only bo kept complete, but five 
men per company arc- to be drilled to the light infantry exercise, in 
order to augment or comploto tliat company at any time, and there are 
generally to ho two European officers attached to the company. 

147th. The camp colour-men are to act us armourers to their respec¬ 
tive companies, talcing care to ha>-e all spare arms and accoutrements in 
good order and ready for inspection every Saturday; they are to fall 
in at exercise, as the regimental classies are to place the hags for pass¬ 
ing in review, and all other points of formation are to he given by 
mounted officers. 

148th. The men’s parade shoes arc to he made after a pattern which 
win ho hereafter lodged iu the adjutant’s office. 

149th. During the, niontlis of November, December, and January, 
there w ill bo exc’reise once a week by companies, and in the la.st month 
each company will be inspected under its own officer; there will also 
bo n parade every Saturday for the inspection of arms. 

150th. The commanding officer expects all officers detached to con¬ 
form strictly to these rules regarding exercise as far as the nature of 
the duties on which they are employed may render it practicable; and 
to ensure the same, all detachments, on re-joining, will be inspected 
by the commanding officer, and due notice taken of any neglect on this 
head in public orders. 
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151st. All noii-coiimiisaioucd offieijrs <a)icl privates M'ho exceed their 
leave are to bo teported to the adjutant, on the day it expires, as absent 
without leave, and at the expiration of two months from that date they 
aro to be struck off and returned as deserters. 

152iid. No exouse will be admitted of or from any man for exceeding; 
his leave even for a single day, unless from sieknn,s3, duly certified by 
some medical, military, eivli, or eoinmercial oHiecr. 

163rd. A list of such as ae,t in defiance of the foregoing order is to 
bo kept by the adjutant, and they will ho held to have forfeited all 
claim to a aimilar indulgence in future, be.sides being subject to such 
other punislrmotit as the nature of the case may seem to require. 

154th. il’lio native commissioned, non-commissioned, and privates, 
aro at all times to pay the greatest r(m])ect to officers, whether of their 
own or any other corps, or whether drestsed in uniforms or otherwise, 
knowing them to be officers. The Ibllowing rules are to ho observed 
on this head, ard to bo conslanlly practised at drill;— 

155th. All native commissioned, iioiv-oomniissionod officers, drum¬ 
mers, and privates, without arms, iu passing or meeting an officer, are 
to continue to move on, and to raise tlieir right hand to their turban, 
with the elbow square to the shoulder; and they aro to look at the 
officer witti that degree of confidence and respect which becomes a 
soldier. 

166th. Private soldiers passing \i ifh arms aro to carry their firelocks 
well shouldered, march past with life, and look tlio officer full in the 
face. Havildars aro to carry their piikcs, and naicks, or lance naicks, 
their arms advanced. 

157th. A nen-oommissioned officer, or soldier, with arms, coining to 
speak to an officer, is to march up boldly and deliver his message or 
report with recovered arms, without fear or diffidence, and whilst 
speaking stand perfectly erect and steady. 

158th. In s'leaking to an officer without arms they aro first to salute 
him with the right hand, as doseribed in passing officers, and then to 
remain in a sc ldiorlike position, with the hands placed along the outsido 
of the thighs. 

169th. The native commissioned and non-commissioned ollicera are 
to be active, diligent, and attentive, to every part of their dress and 
appearance, and perfectly acquainted with every part of their duty, 

160th. It behoves them to keep a watchful eye over the behaviour 

c c 2 
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of eaeli individual, and to make tlicmselves acquainted witlitlio temper, 
conduct, and clioriictcr of every man under their command, reporting 
at once any irreguliiritic.s they may oLserve. 

IGlst, Tlicy arc to treat the men with mildness and good humour, 
but are to insist upon every form being punctually attended to. Tlicy 
are to enforce all orders, and to sec that every soldier docs his duty, 
talcing care not to lon er themselves, or lessen their authority, by too 
much familiarity wilii the sepoys. 


COMPLAINT.S. 

ICSnd. It is to bo distinctly in.ade knou'n to every soldier that they 
are not at liberty to complain to the general, brigadier, or officer com¬ 
manding the post or detachment until such time as they have first in 
vain sought redress from the officer commanding their company and 
corps. 

163rd. Native commissioned and non-commissioned officers having 
well-founded complaints against the sepoys, are to prefer the same 
through the regular elmmiol of redress, and never to take upon them¬ 
selves to conllue them. 

161th. Nciihcr are they ever so far to forget themselves as to strike 
or abuse any mtui wbataoovor. Should any man think himself 
aggrieved (taking care that he has just ground for comjilaint) ho is to 
represent it in the usual manner to the officer of his company, w'ho will 
either settle the matter, forward it himself, or allow the complainant 
(with the orderly luivihlar) to wait upon the commanding officer, who 
wiU. never fail to do his utmost to procure the man redress. 

lC5th. But should any numher of men in the corps at any time have 
reason to complain, they are by no means to assemblo in a tumultuous 
manner, hold jwivato conferences, murmur, or express any general 
terms of diBoonteni- One or two may, in a becoming manner, lay their 
complaints before the commanding officer, w'ho will at all times readily 
listen to them, and have a satisfaction in rendering them justice to the 
extent of his power. 

166th. And upon any such occasion of disorderly conduct (as above 
recited) reaching tlio knowledge of commissioned or non-commissioned 
officers, whether European or native, who do not instantly report the 
same, he or they shall be bold liable to punishment as principals. 
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ROUNDS. 

-IGTtli. Tlie following rules uro to be observed in eliallengiug, going 
and receiving fbe rounds, on any round:—Approaebing a sentry, bo 
is to call out “Wlio comes thereP” Answer—‘•Bounds.” Tbo 
sentry Is then to reply, “ Stand, rounds ; advance one witli tlic parole.” 
Oil receiving tbo counteraign tlie sentry is to say, ‘‘ I’aas, rounds,” and 
to present bis arms :o tbe escort ,as they ji.ass biin. 

168th. Ou i-ounds ajiproaehing a guard, tbe sentry^ on duty there 
challenges ; oii being ausvvoi-cd “ Bounds,” bo is to say “ StancT 
rounds—turn Ciut the guard to rounds.” Tbe guard immediately 
gottingunder arms, the offleer commanding detaches a bavlldar and two 
flies, of men to meet the ronnds. The bavildar, after marching bis party 
about twenty or thirty yards from tbe guard, halts and calls out 
“Who comes thereP” Ou boiug ainsweved “Bouud.s,” he replies, 
“ Wliat rounds ! " Ou lieing answered “ Grand rounds,” or “Visiting 
rounds,” he is to reply, “ Stand., grand rounds,” or " Stand, visiting 
rounds—advance one with the parole.” The bavildar of the escort then 
advancing alone gives the pai'olc to tlie bavildar of the guard, who, on 
receiving ii, or.lers the other to return to his tscorl, and leaving his 
party goes back to the guard and informs the olflccr of Ibe countersign 
he received, who finding it right gives the word '■ advance ” grand 
(or visiting) rounds; the havildr.r in the mcautimo having rejoined Iiis 
detachment orders the men to form a lane, and on the approach of the 
oflieer he makes his party prc.scut arms. Tbe olHccr jia.sscs on to the 
front of the guard, but the escort is kcpLiiack. 

It'iDtb.—The odicer of the gicvrd, oulke approach of the officer of tho 
rounds, makes his men present arms, and recovering his sw’ord meets 
the officer of the rounds, to wliom, if grand rounds, he gives tho parole, 
or from whom, it visiting rounds, lie receives tlu^ parole. The escort is 
then sulicred to advance. The guard shoulders, recovers, and lodges 
arms. 

I70th.—No round is to advance after a seidry lias challenged and 
ordered them to stand; a sentry wlicii he challenges is to port his ai’ins. 
If any round moets the grand round, it must give them tho parole ; 
when other rounds meet, that which challenges first receives it from the 
other. 

171at.—Should tbe rounds on being eliallciigod by a sentry answer 
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atonco “Grand rounds” or “Visiting rounds,” he is to reply after having 
received the correct countersign, “ Pass, grand rounds,” or “ Pass, 
visiting rounds.” In this ease also tho havildarof the guard has no 
occasion to call “ What rounds t” 

172nd.—When marching no signals either by the drum or bugle are 
ever to bo made between the general and assembly. So soon as the 
general beats the men arc to dress, then strike and load their tents, 
when the native commissioned oHicci's wi!l proceed to form their com¬ 
panies according to the order of march which may have been directed. 

I73rd.—At the assemhly the covering havildars will (under the 
superintendence of tho sergeant-major) take up the distance from that 
flank by which the corps is to march for their sections or divisions, and 
the adjutant, or iu his abseuco the oiliccr of the day, will forthwith, by 
word of command, marcli the companies upon the points thus taken. 

174tb.—After each march on arriving at tho ground tho roll is to be 
called, and no ewnpany is to bo dismissed until it is ascertained whether 
or not all are jjrcseut; every man absent is to be instantly reported as 
such. All fires arc to be put out at an early hour, and the utmost 
sileneo is to bo enforced during tlio night by patrols from tbo quarter 
and rear-guards. 

176th.—The ju'opcr order and formation is at all times to be pre¬ 
served. on tho march, tho .same as on a drill parade, for which the com¬ 
missioned and non-commissioned oflicers will be held responsible. No 
oflioer is to ride (or any baggage admitted) between the divisions. 

176th.—On arriving at a rivulet or fordable nullah tho corps is to be 
halted by w ord of command, and shoe.s taken off, and on the word 
“ Forward ” tho uliolo arc to advance as regularly as if no obstacle 
e.visted; when ])as.s<!d it is lobe again baited, shoes put on, and the 
word “ March ” given. 

177tb.—In like manner, in going through a pass or defile, the front 
of a column may be decreased; but it is always to bo done regularly, 
and by word of command, and when cleared the former order of 
“ March ” is to be instantly resumed. 

I78th.—Should the divisions have opened out, ortho corps have lost 
ground from the jircceding one, they maybe ordered to stop out, or 
close to the front, at the double march. 

179th.—No mail is to quit his file or division without leave, and 
when obtained they arc invariably to be sent on the reverse flank to the 
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front, and are to rejoin tlioir divisions as it passes tliem, ns all falling 
in the rear is most peremptorily forbidden. 

180th.—Such as are from ■weaku(^ss or severe indisposition unable to 
keep up with iho corps, after being pronounced so by the surgeon, are 
to be entrusted to the care of a non-commissioned oiBcer, who will put 
them into dhoolios or any other conveyance that may offer, or he will 
march them sltiwly but regularly to the next ground. 

181st.--All offictu'S on meeting or passing the officer commanding 
their company, eorp.s, station, detachment, or division, are invariably 
to recognize him as such, by piiyiug the compliiueut of the hat, and 
any one intentionally noglectiug so to do will bo liable to tho penalties 
attached to a ilisobediunce of orders, and a wilful disrespect to his im¬ 
mediate commiiudiug officer. 

182nd.—The folhnritjg e.\tr;u‘t from Clencral (drders, under date the 
26th August, 1791, is here published for tho guidance of officers;— 
“ When officers are constrained to appeal on points of real importance 
from the dooisioa ol their commanding oflicer, it is their duty to state 
facts only in temperate language with decorum and propriety, without 
making any comments on the arrangements or orders of their superiors, 
and to abstain from any strictures whatever, ns all attempts to prompt 
or prepossess the judgment of tho officer who is to decide must over be 
discouraged.” 

183rd.—That every officer in-ay acipuro a eompolent knowledge of the 
duty of making out the several papers rccpiircd for a company, no young 
officer w'ho has never before licld a company shall receive one unless he 
promises to write for tho same for u period of six months, at the expiration 
of w'hich ])criod it i,s l;o be hoped he will see so many advantages arising 
out of such a practice as to induce liiin voluntarily to continue it. 

184th.— Whenever the quartennaster shall be nominated to act in 
any other staff situation, ho must either signify to the commanding 
officer his willingness still to bo answerable for a due performance of all 
the duties .attendant on his regimental appoinlmcut, or another officer 
shall be ordered to act us quartermaster. 

185th.—All stares of every description that may bo received from a 
magazine by anj officer belonging to, or actually doing duty with, tho 
corps are to he brought upon the quartermaster's book without loss of 
time, and are by him to he properly accounted for to the military board 
in his quarterly returns. 



392 


APPKNDIX. 


ISatk.—Neitliof the quartermaster or any other officer is to consider 
himself at liberty to nialre over any of the public stores without obtain¬ 
ing a receipt for the same; and when practicable, a survey is to be 
held previous to the delivery of any stores. 

ISrth.—It ivill be the duty of the quarttirnmster, on the death of any 
officer who may bo detached, to ascertain as soon as possible, and with¬ 
out the least delay, that all public stores borne upon his books with 
that detachment are forthcoming and in good order, or properly ac¬ 
counted for. 

188th.—Wlicucver it is pr.aeticable, the (juartormaster is to make out 
the indents for stores, and not the officers who may command companies 
or detachments : and whenever the exigency of the service is such as to 
require the latter to do It, they arc; Instantly to report the same to 
regimental liead-quai'tcrs ; and with a view to prevent confusion, and 
to obviate mistakes, the receipts of suck officers arc, generally speaking, 
to be redeemed by a regular indent, made out by the quartermaster, 
countor.sigiied by the coramandiug officer. 

ISQtb.—lu order to enable the commanding officer to satisfy himself 
by oociasional personal inquiries that the duties in the ciuartermaster's 
department are properly conducted, that officer will wait upon him 
every Monday in cantonments, and every day cvhilst in camp. 

190th.—During heavy rain, the offieor of the day will cause the 
regimental guards to march direct from parade to their respective posts 
without passing them in review, or going through the usual forms of 
guard mounting. But nlicncvcrtliis is done, it is to bo entered in his 
report. 

191st,—All eircurastancps c'f nii extraordinary nature that may occur 
are instantly to be reported by the oi'derly buvilclfirs to the serjeaut- 
major and native olficei' of the Jay, and by (he former are to be made 
known to the adjutant, and by tbe latter to tbc subaltern officer on 
duty. 

192nd.—All fees for making out leave of absence cbits are most posi¬ 
tively forbid; and any man t.aking such shall be subject to tlie iiennlty 
of disobedience of orders : and tbe person paying tbe fee, either directly 
or indirectly, shall be considered as having forfeited every claim to 
leave of abseueo in future. 

193rd.—Nothing more than wliat is absolutely requisite to pay the 
jarriwallahs and regimental sweepers actually present is ever to be 
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deducted from the men, aud it is to bo delivered into the hands of the 
native commanding officer on quarter guard duty on the day that pay 
is disbursed, and is by him to be paid to the men, and to be reported 
accordingly to the (iflicer of the day and to the adjutant. 

194th.—Inf iturc, the native commissioned offioors and havildars are 
to wear white cotton gloves wlion employed upon any duty whatsoever. 
Each man is to funiish himself with four pairs, tliat they may always 
appear in clean ones. 

lOoth.—No natiA’e officer, uon-coiimilssioned or sepoy, who may have 
been passed over as unfit for promotion, is ever to ho employed as an 
orderly, (U' to be placed upon .any guard or picquet of importance when 
it can be avoided. Such men arc generally to be retained in the lines 
for tlie performance of trifling duties, aud are to be considered as worn 
out, and only waiting to bo invalided or disebavgod. 

19Gth.—Officers holding companies or establishments are to send in 
to the adjutant's office, three days after muster, their pay abstracts, and 
two days after the issue of pay their acquittance rolls, without waiting 
for further orders so to do, 

197th.—On all occasions of the review or inspection of corps, and on 
grand parades, ofiicors who may attend the same will bo particular in 
appearing in I licit'full regimental dress. No firing, beating of drums, 
or sounding of bugles is then to take place so ns to disturb or incon¬ 
venience the troops thus parailcd. 

198tb.—In ord.-'i' to emible llie commamling officer to ascertain at 
one view what European officers liavc from time to time the best claim 
to leave of absence, all leave, over ami above four days, shall be 
recordeil at the end of each reghiicntal ordei'ly book, and shall be 
luiuuallj'cop I'd into the public letter book; no leave for a period 
exceedirig four days will ever be granted, except on public application, 
in writing. 

199th.—No officer on tlio sick list will be- allowed move than one 
company, unless his sickness proceeds from wounds or illness brought 
on by actual service, in which ease he wall be allowetl to get a friend to 
receive the reports aud do the duty for him, 

200th.—Every company shall bo told oil into live divisions, to each 
of whi(.'h tlnu'C shall bo attached a havnldar and a naiclc, the first three 
to be under the subadnr, ami the remaining two under the jemadar, 
and these native eomniissioued and non-eommissioued officers {ivhen 
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presetii) are to be bold responsible for the orderly bebariour and 
good conduct of tbeir men, both on and off duty, and are expected to 
be particular in ascertaining that every man comes to parade clean and 
uniformly dressed. 

201at.—If any non-comraiBsioned oflioer, drummer, or sepoy wilfully 
or carelessly lose or spoil any of his ai-ms, accoutrements, or other 
personal equipments, the property of government, stoppages shall be 
made out of bis pay, by raontblv iu.stalments, not exceeding half bis 
pay, at the following rates i— 



as. 

AS. 

p. 

Bayonet, musket 

1 

0 

0 

Belt, bull, bayonet . 

1 

8 

0 

„ yiouob, bud' 

1 

8 

0 

„ buff, .sword, bavildar.s . 

I 

8 

0 

„ „ „ drummers. 

1 

8 

0 

„ ,, „ Borji'anU . 

1 

8 

0 

1 , „ „ native commanders 

d 

0 

0 

Cartridge, balled, musket 

0 

0 

4i 

Lock musket 

4 

0 

0 

Musket, with lock ramrod . 

18 

0 

0 

Ramrod, iron, musket 

0 

12 

0 

Scabbard, bayonet . 

0 

12 

0 

,, sword drummera . 

0 

12 

0 

,, „ bavildars . 

0 

12 

0 

Sw'ord, drummers . 

5 

0 

0 

„ bavildars 

5 

0 

0 

Leather bayonet belts 

1 

0 

0 

„ pouebea 

0 

12 

0 

„ drummers- . 

1 

1 

0 

,, bavildars 

1 

4 

0 

,, Serjeants 

1 

4 

0 

Fifes, Furope, largo . 

3 

G 

0 

„ „ medium 

3 

4 

0 

„ „ small 

. 2 

2 

0 

Pike, bavildars 

. 5 

4 

0 

Pouch, with box 

2 

8 

0 

„ box wood 

. 0 

8 

0 

Pricker, with brush . 

. 0 

3 

0 
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RS. 

AS. 

p. 

Sling, buff, musket . 

. 0 

8 

0 

,, fife case 

. 1 

0 

0 

,, boms, bugle . 

. 1 

0 

0 

Turnkey, with havildar 

. 0 

4 

0 

Warm musket 

. 0 

2 

0 


202nd.—And u])on all such ocoasions wherein any of the public 
property shall have been lost or injured, a memorandum thereof shall 
be entered into the books of companies by the pay havildars, and a 
written report is to be made by the officers of the particulars of each 
case to the qiiartormastev, accompanied by an order to the paymaster 
for the stoppages to be made, which will receive the commanding 
officer’s counter signature. 

203rd.—Pre vious to any survey taking place it will be the quarter¬ 
master’s particular duty to have the reports made out, neatly and cor- 
reetly, according to the prescribed forms. He wiU attend every 
committee, but in oonfomrity with the practice which prevails in Port 
William, he will only sign the office copy, until the committee’s 
remarks have been made and the reports tilled up, when they will 
again b(! sent to the quarterninster for examination, and when 
that offici^r shall have satisfied himself, by the most careful examination, 
that the lllllug up is correct, in every respect, ho is to sign the rest and 
return them to the president. 

204th.—The ()uartcrma8lcr will either keep a book, into which he 
is to ent(!r all orders that have or may bo issued relative to the duties 
of his department, .as w ell iu regard to indents, reports, or returns as 
to whom they arc to bo forwarded, or he will make himself so perfectly 
acquainted with those regulations ns not only to render such a measure 
unnecessary, but also to obviate the possibility of bis papers being 
returned, which cannot fall to ho equally unpleasant to him, as it must 
ever bo distrc.ssing to the commanding officer. 

20.5th—Wli'in a man on leave forwards a sick certificate, the com¬ 
manding officer w'ill write on the back of it the extension to bo granted, 
which is to be signed by the officer of the company and the adjutant, 
wlio will bo held responsible that a memorandum thereof is entered 
into their books, as well as into those of tlieir havildars. 

206th.—Any non-commissioned officer who shall ho proved, to the 
commanding officer’s satisfaction, to be unfit for his situation, either from 
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extreme neglect of duty, from total incapacity to command, or from any 
act of disrespect to those sot in authority over him, shall he instantly 
reduced to the rank of a private sentinel, by order of the commanding 
officer, and without the intervention of a court-martial, 

207th—The crimes and sentences of all general courts martial, as 
well as his Excellency the; Commnudcr-in-Chicf's remarks thereon, are 
to be translated by the quartermaster, and are by him to be carefully 
explained to the native conunlssioned officers at the first parade. 
Copies thereof are to be furnished to the pay havildars of companies, 
who are to read them to the men at their successive roll calls. 
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APPOINTMENT OF GENEEAL NOTT TO THE 
RESIDENCY AT LUCKNOW. 


The fpIloA^ ing gonoral order w as apjicnded to the order containing 
General Nott’s despatch announcing Iho capture of Ghuzni. Lord 
Ellenborougli had for soino time iield the appointment of Keaident in 
liis hands (after tlie resignation of Lieutenant-Colonel Low') intending 
it as the reward of the recapture of Ghuzni 

Head-qunrtets, Simla, September 21st, 1842. 

I'olitical Department. 

StEMOB.CNDUil. 

Lieutenant-Colonel J. Low. C.B., having intimated to the Governor 
General his wirh to resign the appointment of Ileaident at the court of 
Lucknow', from the doth of November next, with tlie view of proceed¬ 
ing to Calcutta, and thcu<'c to England, his lordship is pleased to accept 
Lioitcnant-Colonel IjOw’s resignation from the day so named. 

The Governor General cannot allow Lieutenant-Colonel Low, C.B., 
to quit India without expressing to him the strong sense ho entertains 
of the value of tlio public service ho has, during a long course of 
years, and vocontly under his lordship’s immediate instructions, ren¬ 
dered to the Government- 

The Governor General is pleased to nominato and appoint Major- 
General William Nott to the office of Besident at the court of Luck¬ 
now, from the dOtli of November next. 

By order of the Bight Honourable the Governor General of India. 

(Signed) T. H. Maddock, 

Secretary to the Government of India, 

With the Governor Gcnt?ral. 
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After Major-General Nott had passed the Sutlej, another order was 
issued, dated 23rd of December, which altered the title- and exalted the 
office:— 

“ Major-General Nott, appointed Ecsidont at the court of Lucknow, 
will bear the title of Envoy to the King of Oude, and that of ‘ Excel- 
loncy ’ in all communications with his Majesty," 
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DOCUMENTS CONEEKEING THE GRAND CROSS 
OF THE BATH. 


Kcnsiiijftim I’alaco, Dec. 12, 1842. 

My Loed, —Her Majesty Laying been giwiousJy pleased, as a mark 
of lier Itoyal approbation of the distiiiguisLcd snryices of Major- 
Genoral Sir '\\''illiam Nott, of the East India Company's Service, to 
nominate him to be a Kniglit Grand Cross of the Most Honournblo 
Military Order of the Bath, I am to signify lo you her Majesty’s 
pleasure that you, should invest him wllh the Insignia of that Order 
(herewith trausmitted), in conformity to the enclosed Eoyal Warrant; 
and it being her Majesty’s intention that the siiiiio be done in the most 
honourable and distinguishixl manner that rircumstanccs will allow of, 
you will concert and adjust with him such time and manner for invest¬ 
ing him with tho Ensigns of a Knight Grand Cross of that Most 
Honourable Military Order, as slialt appear to you most proper for 
showing all duo riispcct to her Majesty's Order, and at the same time 
mark in tho most public manner her Majesty’s just sense of the zeal 
and abilities Sir William Nott has displayed in tho service of his 
fc'overeign and country. 

I am, my Lord, with consideration, 

Your’s, Ac., 

Augustii.s, Acting Grand Master. 
To tho Eight Honourable Lord Ellonborougb, 

Governor (ileneral of India, &o., &c., &c. 
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VICTOULV 31EGINA. 

Victoria, by tbc Grace of GoJ, of Uio United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, (ineen, Defender of ilic Vaitb, and Sovereign of 
the Jlost Honourable Military Order of the Bath, to our right truaty 
and well-beloved Councillor Edward Lord Ellcnboroiigh, our Governor- 
General in India, Greeting: Whereas we have been graciously pleased 
to nominate and appoint Major-General William Nott, of the East 
India Company’s Service, to be a Knight Grand Cross of our aforesaid 
Most Honourable Military Order of the Bath, and wlioreas, in conse¬ 
quence of his absence from Great Britain, the ecremony of investing 
him cannot personally bo performed by us, know ye that we, of our 
princely grace and special favour, do liereby authorise and require you, 
at such time and place as may appear to you most proper and expedient, 
to proceed in our name and on our behalf to the Ceremonial of the 
Investiture of the said Sir William Nott with the Ensigns of a Knight 
Grand Cross of our said Order, wherein you are to take especial care 
that nothing bo omitted which may redound to the honour, splendour, 
and dignity of our said Most Honourable Military Order, and which 
may at the same time evince the sense wc entertain for the said Sir 
William Hott, 

Given at our Court at Windsor, under our Sign Manual and the 
Seal of our said Order, this seventh day of December, 18d2, in the 
sixth year of our Ileign. 

By her Majesty’s Command, 

Augustus, Acting Grand Master. 

Warrant empowering Lord Ellenboi'Ongli, the 
Governor-General of India, to invest Major- 
General Sir M^illiam Koit with the Ensigns 
of a Knight Grand Cross of the Moat Ho¬ 
nourable Military Order of the Bath. 
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THE COUNTRY TRAVERSED BY THE ARMY 
OF CANDAHAR, FROM KURNAUL. 


The CoDKTnr between Ktienaui, and Feeozepobe, via Khvtdi,, 
is a low, flai;, sandy plain, sliglitly undulating in particular districts, 
A very large proportion of it is overgrown with jungle of dale, boer, 
dwarf liabool, kureel and other stunted trees and slirubs. There are, 
however, extensiv e sheets of cultivation occurring in’lhe neighbourhood 
of the towns and villages several of which, of considerable size, are met 
with on the route. 

Soil. —Tlu^ soil is generally light and fertile, and only wants canals 
to bo rendered extremely productive. At present it is dependent upon 
wells for irrigation, many of which are of groat depth ,■ the surface about 
half way down, and the water is considerably above 100 feet below 
that point. 

Water .—The water is, in general, sufficient for the supply of troops, 
although it is frequently rather saline and brackish. 

Febozepoue. —The town of Ferozeporc stands about four or five 
miles inland, or south of the left bank of the Sutledgo river, in latitude 
30* 66' 50" being 20“ 17' north’of Delhi. Its height is supposed to be 
about 700 feet above the level of the sea. 

The lirst part of the route through what were called the ‘ Protected 
Sikh States lieforo our acquisition of the Punjab, is only partially 
cultivated, much land being overrun with higli jungle of grass, reeds, 
babools, boer, jhow, &c. 

Bukkeb. —Bukker is a fort on an island situated in the middle of the 
Indus, in latitude 27* 41' 32" N. and longitude 69* 14' E. Its height 
is about 200 feet above the level of the sea. 
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Rouie .—Tlio dlatanoo between Ferozeporo and Bukkor is 440 miles. 
The road runs paraded at first with the Sntledge, and afterwards with 
the Indus, along the narrow strij) of land that lies between those rivers 
and the groat desert; tlio first forty-eight miles of which are through 
the territory called the ‘ Protected Sikh States,’ then for 300 miles it 
traverses tho extreme Ijngth of tho Bhawulpore, or Daodpootra 
country j tho last ninety miles being in tho Khyrporo government, or 
Upper Scinde. This tract of comparatively fortilo land, which separates 
tho river from tho desert, varies in breadth from throe to thirty miles, 
Tho average breadth may be stated to bo about ton miles. In many 
places, however, tho desert comc.s close up to tho margin of the river, 
and threatens to overwhelm tho towns. At Khyrporo, a considerable 
town in Daodpootra. the ssuid has boon heaped up by the winds to a 
level with tho outer wall, so that one can stop from it to the tops of 
the houses. It seems to bn cncroacliing every year j formerly canals 
were carried from the river thirty jnilcs inland, and conveyed tho 
water from tho Sutledgc fiir into tho desert, fertilising this otherwise 
barren region. 

Climate .—Tho average temperaturo of nineteen days of February at 


Bukker was as follows;— 

At day break, in open air ... 44" 
At noon, in tent .... 82® 4' 

Greatest cold ..... 40“ 
Greatest heat in shade . . , .91* 


Bhawulpoeb. — Soil, — Tho BoU of tho Bhawulporo territory is 
light, sandy, and tolerably fertile, when well irrigated, but considerablo 
portions of it are rendered barren from tho quantity of salt intermixed 
with it. The periodical rains, upon which so much depends, in British 
India, aro hero extremely scanty, .and often altogether wanting. 
Scarcely any rain fell for three years. Tho inhabitants chiefly depend 
upon the rise of tho river, from tho melting of tho snow in the Hima- 
layahs, for irrigating their crops. When tho river rises, in May and 
June, to a level with tho country, tho water flows into tho numerous 
canals, and is conveyed by them often a long way into tho interior, and 
the country is, at that time, almost impassable, intersected as it is by 
numerous water courses, deep and broad. These are dry in the cold 
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Beasoti, but at that time, in many places, tbo water is raised from tlio 
river by moans of tbo Persian water wlieel. 

Climide ,—The climate of Bliawulpore and Upper Scindo is particu¬ 
larly dry. Tbo cold season is sharp and bracing and remarkably 
pleasant. Tbo tbermomotor in December is gonorally below freezing 
at day-break. Tbo hot season is dreadful, high storms of wind, and 
clouds of dust darken tbo air, and tbo shifting sands of the desert 
threaten to resume tboir ancient rule up to tbo river’s edge. This 
eovcrc beat is little or not at all mitigated by tbo rains, for but little 
rain fidl.s: in liict tbo seasons may bo divided into two, tbo hot and tbo 
cold. A proof of tbo scantiness of tbo rains i.s exhibited in tbo stylo of 
building ado])tod by the iidiabitanls in tbeir liouscs, wbieb aro gonorally 
Ibrraed of blocks of mud with Hat roofs. Ou(j good shower of rain, such 
as occurs in tbo proviucos, would wash down all tboir villages and half 
of tboir best towns. 

Much of (belaud even of what may bo called tbo fertile or inhabited 
district, is overgrown with jungle. 

Fared Trees .—Tbo Jbow free, (Tamarisk) is tbo most common, and 
in Bbatvulpore, and still more in Sciude,’ attains a great height, and 
becomes a Huo tree, very difforout from the stunted bushes known by 
that name, in tbo provinces. Uxtensivo forests of it aro mot with in 
Scindo. 

Porducls .—Tbo date tree is iirst met uilb near Bhawulpore, and 
continues all through Scindo, forming a striking feature in tbo land- 
scape, and is a most important tree to the inhabitants, furnishing them' 
with a wbclesomo article of diet, which they consume in largo quan¬ 
tities, either fresh or dried, besides using it in numerous forms when 
cooked. It is a considor.ablo article of exportation, and tbo wood, 
leaves, fibres, and, in fact, every part of tbo tree servos somo 
useful purpose. Tbo rest of the products, grain, vegetables, &c., 
are much tbo same as those of Upper India, and require no further 
comment. 

Fopilation .—Tbo country is sparingly inhabited, but several largo 
and important towns aro situated on the loft bank of tbo rivor. Bba« 
wulporo, the capital of Daodpootra, a largo and popiJous town, about 
four miles from tbo river, is the chief. The country has a very gentle 
slope from Ferozeporo to tbo sea. 
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SuKKEE,—The town of Sukker is situated in a barren plain on the 
right bank of the river Indus, and about a quarter of a mile from that 
river, separated from it by a range of hills running up from the east. It is 
at present a miserable pile of ruins; but it was at one time a place of 
consequence, and numerous tombs, mosques, and minai-ets, with their 
porcelain tiles, which are scattered over the plain, attest its former im¬ 
portance. What cultivation there is, is found on the banks of the 
river, which, here wooded to the water’s edge with date trees, are re¬ 
markably beautiful. Further inland, the country is extremely barren 
and overgrown with jungle. 

Climate ,—The average temperature in the air, in the month of Janu¬ 
ary, at day break, is 45*, and at noon in the tent 80* 8'. 

Eoeee. —The town of Iloroe stands on the left bank of the river 
Indus, opposite to an i.sland in the middle of that river. It is partly 
built on the slope of a low range of hills, which, running up to the 
■water’s edge, from the cast, partially sho'vvs itself in three small islands, 
■which it forma in the rivei’, and again ri.sing up on the right bank, runs 
between the town of Sukker and the river Indus for a short distance, 
This range of hills is chiefly curious from the enormous quantity of 
sea shells which it contalus. It is a conglomeration of shells of a great 
variety embedded in lime stone; great masses of flints, agate, and 
jasper, are also contained in the same matrix. 

CoUNTBY BETW'EEN THE EiVEK IndUS AND THE MaBSHY DeseET, 
LEADiNO TO Dadc b. — The country lying between the Indus and 
the marshy deser; is, except in the immediate vicinity of the 
large town of Shikarporc, overgrown with jungle of Kureel, Boer, 
Babool, &c. It bea cs marks of being at times overflown, but in Feb¬ 
ruary 1839 it w'as dy and parched up. Tracts of desert occur; both 
the sandy dry desirt of India and marshy damp plains with salt 
efflorescence oozing out, which is a sign of contiguity to the] salt 
desert. 

There is a plant very common in this part of the country, especially 
where the soil is im iregnated with salt, called Lanee Caree. It is a 
prickly shmb, with ;hiek spungy stalks, and contains a great deal of 
sap, w hich has a ve -y bitter saline taste. When burned, it yields a 
quantity of soda, an 1 tho ashes arc used for bleaching. 
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Water .—There is a great scarcity of water, and the little procurable 
is brackish and impregnated with salt, and often as thick as pea-soup. 

Teact op Countet between the Mabsht Deseet and the Town 
OF Dadub, via Shiekaepobe.—T he marshy desert, which commences 
about thirty-eight miles beyond Shirkarporc, is twenty-six miles and a 
half broad, and extends from Worth to South upwards of a hundred 
miles. It is a dead level, a flat plain unhrolten by the slightest undu¬ 
lation, and completely destitute of all life, animal or vegetable ; not au 
insect nor a blade of grass to he seen. It is impossible to conceive 
anything more perfectly barren than tliis desert; the deserts of India 
when compared to it are fertile. Here a thin covering of brushwood 
covers the wavy, undulating hills, and binds down the sand. A camel 
or a deer can at best find a scanty meal. 

Soil .—The soil is firm and crisp, and impregnated with salts. 

Water .—Tho water for some miles on each side of this desert is 
brackish, and a very scanty supply is only procurable from a few outcha 
wells and holes dug iu the beds of nullahs. Some miles beyond tho 
desort lies tho river Nharoe, where is au abundant supply of water 
bunded up a little below tho town of Baugh. 

CuTCH Gund.vva.—T his country, wliich lies hetwcou tho towns of 
Shikarpore and Dadur, is in the mouths of Fehruaiy and March, a 
wide and cheerless plain, pai'ched and dusty, aud unrefreshed by a 
single tree except in tho vicinity of Baugh. The upper part of this 
plain is much cut up by deep and broad ravines, which in the ruins are 
roaring torrents. 

It is a thickly peopled country, but poor and solitary. 

Rivers. —The rivers Pharoe and Khnnheo traverse it from North to 
South, but tho waters in tho cold season do not reach further than 
Baugh, being bunded up and exhausted for the purposes of irrigation. 

Climate .—The heat is excessive, and the giaro of tho sun reflected 
from its white soil, very trying. Tho thermometer in the months of 
February and March ranges at day-break in open air to 54." T, and at 
noon in tents on an average of 91", but often as high as IOC". 

Dadvb.—T he town of Dadur, which is distant 140 miles from the 
Indus, is situated at the northern extremity of Cutch Gundava, at the 
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foot or entrance oi’ the Bolan Pass, in latitude 29* 28' 13". Its teight 
is 740 feet above the level of the soa. 

The Bola.n Pass.— -This passage commences immediately on leaving 
the town of Dadur. It is narrow, and runs through the mountains 
which separate llindoostan from Khornsan. These mountains are of 
moderate height, steep and rugged, and extremely barren, scarcely 
having a shrub or a blade of grass growing on them, and aro composed 
chiefly of lime sto:'ic. 

The road W'hich runs in long reaches between the hills, is, through¬ 
out the whole length of the Pass, a distance of 50 miles, covered with 
loose shingle, pebbles, and huge holders, and is merely the bed of the 
mountain streams which carry olf the M-aters from the hills into the 
plain. 

The lower part of the Pass has a considerable stream, the Bolan 
river, running through it, and is sometimes impassable, from the rising 
of its waters; but towards the upi)cr division, water becomes scareo 
and is to he met with only at certain seasons. 

The passage between the hills is, at first, broad and open, being at 
its foot nearly three miles in bn^idth, but it soon contracts, and is 
narrower in some parts than at others, varying from half a mile to a 
hundred or fifty yards, and towards the top it becomes still narrower; 
and its outlet, which is a narrow passage between two high and per¬ 
pendicular wails of rock, is not above 10 yards wide. The ascent is 
very gradual, the foot of the P.ass at Dudur being 740 feet, aud the 
highest part of it 7,000, gives an nvorago rise of 125 feet per mile. 
But the ascent is much less than this in the lower part, and considerably 
greater during the last 30 miles. 

In 1839, it rained very heavily for three days, when the hill streams 
became swollen, aud suddenly came down, causing several deej) and 
rapid rivulets, U'hish carried property of all sorts down their streams. 

Climate .—The cold in the Pass is very severe, and most cutting winds 
occasionally blow. At the top of it the cold is much greater ; and at 
Dusht-i-Bedow'la, which is a barren plain 6,700 feet above the level 
of the sea, the thermometer, at sunrise, on the 21st March, 1839, w'as 
26*, and snow had fallen two days before. 

Quetta. —At tho distance of a few miles beyond the Bolan Pass 
stands the small town of Quetta, the capital of tho district of Shawl, 
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in latitude 30* 11'. Its heiglit above the level of tbo sea is S,600 feet. 
It is a poor miserable town, consisting of a sort of mud edifice called a 
fort, built upon a mound of oartb, and having about 400 ■wretohcd mud 
hovels with flat roofs clustered around its foot- 

The district of Shawl is situated between the 20* 60’ and 30* 60 of 
north latitude, and the 66* 4' and 67* 20' of east longitude j—and is 
bounded on the North by the Tukatoo mountains, on the South by the 
Bolan range; on the East by those of Zurgoon and Tharkoo, and on 
the West by (Ihuhultan. The general aspect of this country is hilly, 
rooky, and sterile, particularly on the south side; but where mould 
exists (u hich is tho case on many of the northern faces) vegetation is 
luxuriant, and a variety of English trees, slirubs, and herbs are to be 
found, such as chirry, almond, hawthorn, barberry, &c. &e.; also the 
juniper, whi(!h grows to the height of from 18 to 30 feet. 

'Within eight rodes of Quotta there is a forest of tho above description 
on a piece oi' table-land, which aflbrda an inexhanstiblo source of fire¬ 
wood, and also rafters for building. Tho wood of tho juniper is ex¬ 
actly similar to tliat used in cedar pencils, and tho scent equally 
aromatic. I hc Assafostida grows in abundance in those hills, many of 
which ace composed of mica and chalk. Coal of an inferior description 
is found in the llolan Pass. Around Quetta arc numerous orchards 
filled with njiricocs, and almond trees, plums, peaches, apples, and fine 
poplars, with vines trained \ip their trunks. 

All the high mountain peaks are covered with snow in March and 
April. The valley slopes from North to South, and also from East to 
West. It is studded u'lth villages, which arc hid amongst gardens 
and orchards, and is a lovely plain, being refreshed with sweet waters, 
and clothed with lu.xuriant vegetation. It is intersected by numerous 
small canals and water-cuts, which are supplied by means of Khareez 
These Kharcezes, upon which so much depends in Affghanistan, 
consist of a number of shafts or wells siink in tho upper part of tho 
plain where there is water, until they meet with springs. They are 
connected at the bottom by subterraneous galleries, and tho whole 
united in one canal which is carried under ground down tho valley at 
nearly the same level, or at least with only suificient slope, so as to 
cause the water to flow; while the slope of tho country being much 
greater, the canal, of course, gradually emerges to the surface. WoUs 
are sunk along the line at the distance of every fifteen or twenty yards, 
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through which the soil is brought up from the canoJ, aild air admitted 
to the workmen. They are never closed, but remain in a line of open 
wells, marking the course of the canal underground, which are often of 
great length, being many miles. When the canal makes its appearance 
on the surface of the country, and becomes an open watercourse, it is 
often carried for twenty or thirty miles, fertilizing the country through 
which it passes. A niiraber of these Khazeeres which unite together 
at a place called Sir-i-ab or head of the spring, a few miles south of 
Quetta, from the source of the .Shadeezy Lora river, a considerable 
stream, of great importance to the country, being thus in a manner 
artificially formed. 

Soil .—The soil in the vnllies is rich and of a light brown colour ; the 
southernwood and many other sweet smelling herbs grow luxuriantly, 
j^nd in spring flowers of various descriptions carpet them. The soil 
generally, i.s well adapted to all descriptions of horticulture and agri¬ 
culture, especially all kinds of English vegetables. Some portion of 
the vallies are waste lands in conseijuouce of no water being procurable 
for irrigation j and there the artesian-n'cUs might bo adopted with great 
success. The fruits, though good, are not equal to those of Candahar 
and Cabool, 

There arc no large rii ers, but one or two eonsiderablo 
streams; the chief of which is the Lora into which most of the inferior 
streams empty themselves. 

CUiaate —The climate is delightful, and the year may he considered 
to bo divided into four seasons: spring which commences in March 
and continues till May, during which time the thermometer ranges at 
the highest to 70°, the lowest being 50*; suinmor from Juno to August, 
the highest range of the tliermometer being 80°, and the lowest 7C° ; 
autumn from September to November, the highest range being 60°, and 
the lowest 40°, and the winter fromLccembor to Eebruary, the highest 
range of the thermometer being during that time 50°, and the lowest 
30®. The prevailing winds are westerly and southerly, and are always 
cool. A good deal of snow falls in the valley in January and Eebruary. 
During spring the weather is very variable, there being alternate rain 
and sunshine, heat and cold, violent storms and calms. 

Population —population of Shawl m.ay be estimated at about 
4,000 men, of whom a third are kasees or cultivators of the soil: 2,000 
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may bo reckoned as Afghan kakura; and the remainder as mixed tribes, 
including the iSindoos of the town of Quetta. 

Producliont .—Tlio hills abound with wild sheep, goats, and hogs, 
and there are good sized bullocks for carriage and draught, camels and 
sheep in abundance. A great variety of English plants is found. Iron 
is found in semo parts of the district. The chief agricultural produc¬ 
tions arcwheiit, barloy, Indian corn, rice, peas, lucerne, madder, carrots, 
bauglaus, spinage, cucumbers, pumpkins, and melons. 

The Inipler.'ient) of Agriculture are the common small Indian plough, 
the spade, and hoe. 

Commerce and Manufacture. —Madder, wool, carpets, blankets, and 
numdahs, d’he first tv\'() are the only articles of inconsiderable export, 
in consequence of the great consumption in the country, the habitations 
of the pcoph- being chiefly composed of blankets, and their gram-bags 
and ropes being made from the wool, tlie staple of which is eight inches, 
but coarse. The whole of the inhabitants are clothed in numdah 
cloaks. 

Values of Ktchak; asp Pisheen,— These vallies lie between 
Quetta and tho fool of the Ehojah Amraum hills. Neither of them is 
so fertile as Shawl, and the soil is much impregnated with salts. Tho 
valley of Pi sheen is, however, tolerably fertile, and with a little care 
might bo made much more productive. The soil is generally good, land 
water abundant. It is eom)>tetely hare of trees. 

The climate is fine. The thermometer at daybreak in the open air 
in April stands at 4,')*, and in a bad tent the highest })oint reached 
during the day is S7*. 

Very little grain is procurable, and u hat little there is sells very 
high. 

Tub Khoja Ambaun IIii.ls and the Kojiiuk Kotul Pass.— 
These hills lie ou the line of road liotweeii the vallie.s of Kuchak and 
Pisheen, and Candahar. The height of the Pass is about 7,.100 feet 
above the level of the sea, and the ascent for the last two mih>s very 
steep. The peaks of the Khoja Auiraun hills on each side of it rise up 
several hundred feet higher. These hills are chiefly composed of slate, 
and many fine springs of w'ater gush out of their sides. Only at their 
lower parts, however, there is a scarcity of water. They are covered 
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with shrubs and flowers, the wild cherry and plum, the wild thyme, 
rhubarb, gentian, assafoetida, yellow and red tulips, anemonies, grasses, 
together with wild oats and barley which are to be met with amongst 
them. 

The olimate is delightful, although the glare of the sun reflected from 
the rocks is yery powerful. 

On the north-west or Candahar side of the hills is a fine meadow, 
clothed with natural grasses, and having very fine springs of sweet 
water. 

The foot of the hills on this sidt; is 6,000 feet above the sea. Tho 
temperature here is very pleasant, about 80* in the tent; but in the 
barren plain which lies betweeu these hills and the Gautee range, half¬ 
way to which is water at a place called Dundee Golab, tho heat is very 
groat. This place is about 4,000 feet above the sea, and has a descent 
of 1,600 feet from the foot of the hiUs. The increase in tho temperature 
is most striking, as tho thermometer stands nearly all day at 102* in 
tho tent 5 tho general range is between 1)0* and 100', but it falls at day¬ 
break to dl”. 

The water hero is a pool of clay-coloured, and muddy, but sweet water, 
brought from a distant kuhrcoac. 

The Gautee Hills, &c. —The Gantoo hills, which lie beyond the 
Amraun hills, aro a low range covered witli stones, and cut up by ravines 
e.xtremely barren and destitute cither of water or vegetation. The 
Mod Manda is situated twelve miles beyond the Gautee hills, in a nar¬ 
row slip of valley lying between tho Gautco hills and another ridge 
which runs parallel to them. The water hero is very fine, but scanty. 


The Doeee Bivee lies .at a distoneo of twelve miles from Moel 
Manda. It is a considerable stream, and its water slightly saline, 
and very muddy. Tho bauk.s arc exceedingly barren, there being no 
grass, and only a few scanty patches of wheat and barley. 

Between tho river Dorcc and Candoliav the first half of tho country 
is barren, miserable, and thinly populated. It is intersected by low 
ranges of arid sterile hills. The latter half is a fertile and weU culti¬ 
vated conntjy. 

Thero is water in abundance as tho road keeps near the Doree. 
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CiNDiHAB,—Candabar is situated in 31 S5< North latitude and 60 
East longitude, at tbu foot of tbo valby of the Turnuk, and is separated 
from tlio river of that name by a short range of hills, which divides the 
lower part of the valley and runs parallel with tho river for about 20 
miles. These hills are named tho Torkaneo hills. Oandahar is encom¬ 
passed on throe sides by lofty mountains, tho open aide being that on 
the East. These mountains spring up abruptly from tho plain, and are 
particularly bold, broken, and isolated, with steep sides, rising up into 
high, sharp-pointed spires and peaks. Like tho other hills in Ahghan- 
istan, the}' arc bare rocks, treeless, and destitute of vegetation. 

Around Canctahar the country is fertile and well cultivated. There 
are rich meadows clothed with green turf, and gardens and orchards 
filled wilii fruit trees, together with numerous broad fields covered 
with sheets of corn, wheat, and barley, and fine crops of lucerne and 
clover, wliilo jiumc rous canals, divided into a multitude of littlo rills, 
bring the waters of the Urghundaub river through a break in tho hills, 
and convey them over tho surface of tho plain. Tho extent of rich 
land is, however, i xtromely limited. Three or four miles to the east of 
tho city, it is again a barren and cheerless plain, covered with stones 
and wiltl soul hern-wood, and scantily supplied with water. 

Both tho Turnuk and Urghassaun rivers, for many miles before 
reaching Caudahar, are dry in the hot season, tho waters being carried 
olf for the purpose of irrigation. In the vicinity of Oandahar, water 
is very near the surface. In tho meadow iun^l around the town, within 
two feet, and about two miles cast of tlie city, numerous wells were 
dug and abundant supplies of water obtained w'ithin sixteen feet of 
the surface. 

The town of Oandahar is a considerable city built in the form of an 
oblong s(pu.‘.irc, the long faces of which are 2,000 yards with a breadth 
of 1,600, and a circuit of 4J miles. It is surrounded by a high, but 
thin and weak, mud waU, and has a narrow and shallow ditch. Tho 
town is built ui'on a more regular plan thau is usually seen in Eastern 
cities. The four principal strccl.s, leiuliug from a gateway which 
opens about midway on eacb face or side of tho town, meet togothci 
inth(.‘ centre in a large enclosed domed building, about eighty feet in 
diameter, called the ‘ Charsoo.' These sti'eets, which form the principal 
bazaars, divide tho town into four nearly et|ual districts, w here tho 
streets are narrower, and the houses higher thau tho principal streets j 
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and being numerously inhabited and seldom cleaned, and the tops 
being used for the purposes of relieving nature, these quarters are by 
no means agreeable either to the eye or the nostril. 

The climate of Candahar is much superior to that of Hindoostan. 
During April, May, and June, the heat during the day is extreme, but 
the nights are cool, and the mornings bracing. The thermometer 
ranges between 60® to 70* at sun-rise; between 100“ and 112® at noon; 
and falls to 74® to 82® at sunset. 

The climate is exceedingly dry. 

The wind, which is generally easterly in the morning, cornea gradually 
round to the west by seven or eight o’clock, when the hot wind com¬ 
mences, and which continues all day with clouds of dust. It falls 
about sunset, and during the night an easterly breeze springs up. In 
the month of June, the hot wind very often continues all night, but 
this is rare, and for the most part the nights are cool, and tho mornings 
very pleasant. Upon the whole, the climate of Candahar, with proper 
protection, is very much superior to that of Hindoostan, though in¬ 
ferior to tho other parts of ACghanistan. 

Firewood is extremely scarce about Candahar. Tho Affghans of 
the poorer classes supply this dericloncy by a most disgusting substi¬ 
tute, which few would .adopt—human ordure—which, in this dry 
climate, soon becomes a hard mass, is collected by the poorer women, 
and used as fuel. 

Grain is very dear, as also other necessaries of life which aro scanty, 
It is a mistaken idea to suppose that tho Hindoostanni lives merely 
upon Atta Chnppaties. They form the staple article of his food, but 
he must hare other acconipauimonts to render this simple diet sapid 
and digestible. 

The Kajawa, which is a square box or hamper made of four upright 
pieces of wood bound togetlier by a rope network, or sometimes in tho 
form of a chair, is used by the natives of AlTghanistau to convey their 
women in, and is covered over with a purdah. At best it is a most un¬ 
pleasant, painful carriage for the sick, and the exclamation which a 
sick European was heard to utter on getting out of his box at the end 
of a long march as he rubbed his sore aad weary bones, ■ By Jasus! I 
had better a mighty dale been walking ! ’ will give some idea of the 
degree of comfort attending upon such a mode of conveyance. It is a 
dangerous conveyance for bad roads or difficult ground. 
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Thb country lying between the Uboundaub and Helmund 
S ivEEs, except the first fifteen miles from Caudahar across the Urgun- 
daub river (a deep and rapid stream, the banks of which arc fertile and 
highly cultivated, scudded with villages, encompassed with gardens, 
orchards, and clothed on both sides with a fringe of trees), is a bare 
and desolate plain, covered with loose stones, and destitute of grass or 
vegetation, out up by ravines, and bounded by naked rooks. 

'Water is procurable throughout the whole route. 

Tjie 'V^allei of Tills Tuenuk. —This valley extends from Candahar 
up to Ghusnl, a distance of 225 miles, and runs for the greatest part 
of its length in a direction nearly fi-om north-east to south-west. Por 
the first 87 miles between Candahar and Kelat-i-Ghiljeo, its direction 
is east and west, and tlio higher part of the valley has a direction from 
N.N.E. to S.S. W. It is bounded on each side by high ranges of barren 
mountains, with sharp and precipitous sides; that on the south sepa¬ 
rates it from the valley of the Urghessaun, while beyond the range 
which forms the northern barrier lies the fertile valley of the Urgundaub 
river. This last range of hills, when it approaches the foot of the 
valley, takes a circular sweep from north to south, and, running about 
three miles west of the city of Caudahar, joins the southern boundary, 
and shuts up the mouth of the valley. 

The ridge which shuts up the valley at its foot has several breaks in 
it, through one of wliich, some miles south-west from the city of Canda- 
bar, passes the road to Herat, and a little way further south flows the 
Turnuk river through a gap on its way to join the Helmund. 

The greatest breadth of the valley at its lower extremity, w here the 
town of C'anduhar is situated, may be about thirty miles, but higher up 
it rapidly contracts, The least breadth of it is about half a mile. The 
height of some of the peaks is 6,000 feet above the plain. The lower 
part of the valley is a stony and barren waste, destitute of forage, and 
chiefly covered with southernwood, wild thyme, and jowassa. In parts 
of the valley there is a considerable breadth of level country, but in 
general it rises up from the banks of the river Turnuk in a series of 
low undulating liillocks, which increase in size as they approach the 
barrier ranges. These hillocks aro very bare and uninteresting, having 
a thin anil scanty covering of thyme and southernwood bushes. Other 
portions of the valley are, however, open and level, and well cultivated. 
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and tlie higher districts especially arc mucli more fertile than the lower, 
being well watered^ by numerous canals, brought at an enormous labour 
from the ri^er, and aro much more populous, being studded with nume¬ 
rous villages, which aro protected by walls and small forts called 
Ghurries, and encompassed by fiiio orcliards of fruit trees, and many 
clumps of willows and poplars and largo fields of corn aro near each 
village. 

The lower division of tlio valley is almost shut np in several places 
by the hills approaching each other, leaving only a narrow passage for 
the river, and the road passes through narrow and strong defiles, or 
runs over and along tho face of the hills, having the river flowing below 
it at tbo depth of some hundred feet. 

The ingenious, not to say seiontifle, nianucr, in which tho inhabitants 
bring tho water from the river (Turauk) along tho canals, is deserving 
of remark. Tho river being contained between high and steep banks, 
much below tho level of tbo surface of tho country, tho water would be 
useless to it; but by bringing the water from a higher level, often com¬ 
mencing many miles higher up the river than where it is intended to 
make its water available, and carrying them in a can.al along tho side of 
the river, but with a much less fall than either the river or tho slope of 
the country has, the water is gradually brought to the same level as tho 
surface of the country. I mm ense labour is expended in tho construc¬ 
tion of those canals, more than is to bo ■ 'xpccted in such a thinly popu¬ 
lated and disturbed country. 

Tho slope of tho valley—that is, tho ascent from Candahar to 
Ghuzni, is extremely gradual. Up to Khclat-i-GhUjeo, which is nearly 
eighty-seven miles cast of Candahar, the slope is twenty-fivo feet to the 
mile, and beyond that above fourteen. Besides tho .slope from north to 
south, the valley has a slope from cast to west, on w’hich latter side 
runs tho river Turnuk. 

The top of tho valley is, like its foot, surrounded on throe sides by 
hiUs. It is a fine broad plain, undulating upon each side as it ap¬ 
proaches tho hills, and is fertile and cultivated, and covered with nume¬ 
rous villages, khells, &e., which aro generally encompassed and hidden 
by the trees of tho orchards and gardens, which every village in this 
part of the country posscssi.'s, 

Tho river Turnuk rises from a collection of fine springs, which gush 
out of the rock and ground at a place called Mookloor, 1C3 miles above 
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Candahar. It runs into tlio Helnumd river after it lias jiasscd Oanda- 
kar, but its waters iu tko kot season do not get lower tkan about fifteen 
or twenty taik'H above that place. Like other rivers in Aflgbanistnn, it 
is larger at its source tJian anywhere elso during its coxirso, for not 
being fed by ether streams (unless when tlio mountain torreuls aro 
ooUod into existence by rain or the inolting snows), and its waters being 
carried of!:' for the inirpose of irrigation, it diminishes in its progress, 
and eventually and suddenly disappears. There is generally a fertile 
slip of alluvial soil on one or botli of its banks, which is well cultivated 
with xvlicat and barley, madder, &c.; hut at a very short distance from 
its banks tho jilain is barren, covered with stoixes, and uncultivated. 

Ghuzni. —Tho wvvn of Gliuzni is situated at the top of the valley of 
tho Turnuk, close under the termination of n range of hills (which run¬ 
ning nearly cast and west, shuts up this valley, and separates it from 
the Caubul valley), in 33 34' latitude, or 1 58' 28" north of Candahar. 
Its height is about 8,000 feet above the level of tho sea, or 4,300 feet 
higher than that <if Candahar. It is built upon an isolated portion of 
this ridge, on a natural mound partly rocky and partly composed of 
earth. On the highest portion of tho mound, uhich has a eonslderablo 
(fievation, stands the citadel, which is nearly in tho centre of tho town, 
hut touiihing tlio wall on tho north side. The outer wall has a circuit 
of about a mile and a quarter. The form of the town is a sort of irre¬ 
gular square, tlio wall being built so as to suit the outline of tho 
tumulus upon wdiich it i.s built. This is iu places scarped and high, in 
others low, iho foundation of the wall being little above tho level of tho 
surrounding country. It is a filthy, mean town, inside, and has narrow 
streets of mud houses, many of which, how ever, aro square buildings of 
two stories in height, and having flat roofs, with small windows in tho 
upper storey and holes pierced for matchlocks, aro capable of being 
defended. It might contain from 1,500 to 2,000 inbabitants. 

The following is tho average of tho thermometer in the month of 
July 

Lowest. Highest. 

At Sunrise.C7“ 62® In open air. 

„ 2 1 .M.84® 6' 95® In tent. 

„ Sunset.75* 80* In air. 

In a tomb the thermometer never rises during this time of tho year 
above 76* dviiing the day. 



416 


APPENDIX. 


At Ghuzni abundance of supplies are procurable—riz,, fruits, raisins, 
milk, gbeo, vegetables, he., 

Counthv between GntrzNi and Cadbui, and the Vale of 
Cadbul. —The distance between Ghuzni and Caubul is ninety miles. 
The road after quitting Gliuzni, three or four miles east of the town, 
passes over a defile iu the hills, which separates the valley of the 
Turnuk from the valley of Caubul. The top of this pass is at least 
1,200 feet above Ghuzni. There is then a descent of 200 or 800 feet 
into tho vale of Caubxfi, the top of which is at least 1,000 feet higher 
than the head of tho Turnuk valley. The valley has a general slope 
from this point down to the city of Caubul, but many hills with steep 
ascents and descents block it up in several places, leaving only narrow 
gorges through which the Catibul and the Logur rivers make their way 
to tho more open country near Caubul. Besides this slope, the country 
slopes from east to west, on which side of tho valley the Caubul river 
runs. Tho upper part of the valley is barren and strong; fertile tracts 
of land are mot with chiefiy along the banks of the rivers, A very 
beautiful and fertile tract of land, called the valley of Maidan, occupies 
tho valley of Caubul about twenty mih s from tho city. It is a very 
rich country, and lies low, being surrounded on all sides by high hills, 
and intersected with numerous streams, and appears one sheet of gar ¬ 
dens and orchards, 

Tho country between Ghuzni and Caubul is blocked up with snow 
for several months in the year. Tho temperature in July and August 
ranges between 47* and 57" at sunrise, roaches 85' to 100* in mid-day, 
and falls to about 76" to 8G" at sunset. 

The atmosphere in tliis part is most highly charged with electricity, 
sometimes pulling ofi"one's clothes, or pulling up the bed-clothes, give 
rise to such a series of spark.s being emitted that the whole bed seems 
to be on fire. 

The Logur, which is a fine, broad, and rapid river, crosses the valley 
about thirty miles from its top, coming out through a narrow gorge in 
the hills, and after crossing the valley, leaves it by another. This is 
tho strongest part of the country^between Ghuzni and Caubul, as the 
low land could be flooded by the river, and rendered nearly impassable 
for anything but light troops—while the ground is hilly and very strong 
on the opposite bank, that nest to Caubul. This river falls into the 
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Caubul rirer, but not until the latter bas passed the town of Caubul, 
and ten or twelye miles on its way to the Indus. 

Caubul.— The city of Caubul lies in 34° 30' 30“ Kortb latitude, in a 
triangular gorge, formed by two raiigc.s of bigli and steep bills, wbiob, 
running nortli-vveat and south-west, nearly meet a little west of the 
town, and leave a narrow entrance between them through which the 
high road from Gliuzui aiul the Caubul river puss. It is therefore 
closely encompassed by hills on throe sides; on the southerly more es¬ 
pecially so. as the hills couiplotoly overlook the city, there being only 
a narrow path between the eily wall and their base. These hills are 
steep, bare, and rocky, and are crowned witli a long lino of wall (hav¬ 
ing round towers Oftcuring at regular intervals), which is carried up 
their nearly ])erpeudioular sides, and along their summits, and across 
the narrow entrance which lies between them. TJiis wall was intended 
as a defence against the Ghiljics, and shuts up all entrance from the 
west, but it has been allowed to fall into ruin. 

Tho town of Caubul is in length, from east to west, about a mile, 
and in breadih from north to south, half a mile. It is surrounded by a 
high, but weak, mud wall, and has no ditch. East of the town, and 
separated from it by a ditch on the top of a rocky eminence, stands the 
Bala Hissai’, and on the slope of this acclivity are situated tho king’s 
palace and gardens, with an extensive bazaar, all surrounded by a wall 
and ditch, and quite distinct from tho city. 

The chief bazaars in the town ron cast and west; the largest and best 
runs nearly through the centre of tho town. It is a spacious, broad 
•street of good houses, two stories high, and covered over by a flat roof 
extending between their tops. This was at one time gilded and painted. 
This long stieet is broken into three or four districts or divisions by 
small squares, which arc open above, and have passes leading out to 
the right, and left into the adjoining streets. The rest of the town 
does not differ much from other Eastern cities, having dirty, narrow, 
and irregular streets, with high flat roofed houses built of cutcha 
brick j no stone is used, although such an abundant supply lies all 
round. 

The population of Caubul, according to Burnes, consisted in 1838 of 
60,000 souls 

The thermometer in August, September, and October, ranges be- 
VOL. II. £ E 
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tween 43 at sunrise, and 82° at sunset, sometimes reaching 94° in mid* 
day in August. 

The Caubul river, -whieh enters at the north of the gorge from the 
west, flows eastward, close under the northern wall, and a rich slip of 
meadow land covered with gardens, rises up from its northern hank to 
the base of the hills on that side, increasing in breadth as the river 
flows eastward. This is clothed witli verdure, fields of lucerne and 
clover, gardens and orchards; a delightful spot in which trees of all 
kinds flourish. The river from August to October is a mere brook, but 
it is at times so swollen as seriously to endanger the walls of the city. 

Towards the east of Caubul, the country is more open than on the 
other sides: the two ranges of hills separating w'idely to the north and 
south, have a broad valley lying between them, down which the road 
to Peshawur runs nearly duo east. This valley extends for about 25 
miles east of Caubul, and is sliut up by a cross range of nearly impas¬ 
sable rooks, over which a difllcult pass, called the ‘ Lata bund,’ is prac¬ 
ticable only for a man and horse. It is about 10 miles broad, but at a 
short distance from the town, a low, rocky, and barren ridge runs from 
west to east for about throe miles, dividing tho valley into two nearly 
equal portions. 

On the northern side of the valley runs the Caubul river through a 
fertile tract of country ; and on the southern the river Logur, which 
enters it through a break in tho hills, and runs for some distance close 
under their feet, crosses the valley from south to north, five miles east 
of Caubul, and falls into the Caubul river. Their united streams pass 
out of the Caubul valley through a narrow opening in the ‘ Lata bund* 
hills. 

The country on the south side of the valley, on the banks of the 
Lognr, is low, marshy, and often under water. It is very fertile, as is 
also that in the northern side where the Caubul river flows; but tho 
centre of the valley, where the rocky range extends, is dry and barren. 

Towards the west of Caubul lies a broad valley or plain, which is 
separated from it by the hills through whieh the narrow entrance to 
the town passes. This plain, which is about 8 miles broad by 12 in 
length, is a spacious amphitheatre, encircled on all sides by lofty hills, 
over the tops of which a succession of ranges rises up, each higher and 
higher till the view is terminated by the tops of the Hindoo Coosh 
mountains. It is a most lovely landscape: the plain being refreslied 
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with numerous streams brought from tho Caubul river, and covered 
with green Helds fringed by rows of poplars and willow trees; orchards 
filled with fruit trees of every dcseription, and gardens well laid out 
and stocked with flowers and useful vegetables. The Caubul river runs 
through it, and has its banks shaded with trees and well-built forts; 
and villages and hamlets are scattered on its surface. It is a veiy fer¬ 
tile tract of land, Tho environs of the town on tho western side are 
very bcautiftd. 

The country around Caubul is e-veecdingly fi.rtilo; grain and provi¬ 
sions of all aorta are in great aljundanco. Tbo most delicious fruits of 
every description aro considerably cbenper^ithan grain, and the poorer 
classes chiefly live on them while in season, 

CoTJNTBY BET^VEEN CitTBUL AND jELtitABAD.—Tho distance between 
these two places is 106 miles, and the lino of road on leaving Caubul is 
for tho first ten miles nearly duo east, down tho valley of Caubul, with 
a considerable descent. The next ton mites, on leaving the above 
valley, commence by turning up south, through a long and narrow 
defile, between lofty and steep hills, which are devoid of verdure. 
Down this defile, which is only a few yards broad, runs a brawling, 
noisy stream, which has to be crossed nearly twenty times. The whole 
breadth of tho pass is covered w ith a mass of pebbles and boulders. 
At its top tbo elevation is considerably higber than at Caubul, being 
7,600 feet above the sea. At this height tho thermometer on tho 7th 
October, 1839, was 26® at daybreak, (11° at two p.m„ and 62° at sun¬ 
set. At a distanco of ton miles beyond this defile or pass stands 
Tezeen, the elevation of which is still higher, being 8,200 feet, where 
the thermometer on the 8th October was 19° at sunrise, and the hill 
streams were frozen over with a thin coating of ice. From this height 
there is a descent of 1,COO feet into tho small valley of Tezeen, which 
is 6,480 feet above the level of tlic sen. 

The last-mentioned twenty miles, with tho next sixty-seven, aro 
through one of tho most inhospitable and barren countries it is possible 
to imagine, being a wide waste of bare and naked bills, encompassed 
by high and ina ;ccssiblo mountains, over whoso tops far in the distance 
are to bo seen the lofty summits of the Himalayahs on the noi^h, and 
the Safaed Koh to the south, liaving their peaks covered with perpetual 
snow. The road across this mountainous district is such as has seldom 

E E 2 
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been crossed; the celebrated Bolan Pass is a trifle to it. It scrambles 
up and down steef) acclirities, over long ranges of bleak bills and 
through narrow deiiles, bounded on each side by steep rooks, and 
is so covered with large stones, pebbles, and rocks, as to render the 
feet sore and lame, both of men and cattle. The only road is often, 
too, down the bod of a stream, which is a very disagreeable route. 

The only inhabitants of this miserable region are a few starved 
wretches, who live in caves .and chambers excavated out of the sides of 
the rocks. 

At Gundaraub, which may bo considered as the commencement of the 
vaUey of Jollalabad, the country improves much, is well cultivated, and 
has numerous pretty villages, with orchards and gardens around them. 
These produce remarkably lino fruits, grapes, and pomegranates, which 
are superior even to those of Caubul. Gundamuk is yet at a consi¬ 
derable height, 4,600 feet, and for the next ton miles a very rough 
and stony road lead.s over an undulating, liilly country, which 
is cut up by deep ravines, having a descent of 2,400 feot before 
reaching the plain in w bicU Jcllaiabad stands. Here the change is very 
agreeable, from barren rocks to a fertile plain, covered with villages 
and forts, which arc hidden in thick clumps of high and lofty trees, 
contrasting pleasantly with the tri;elcBs and sterile country which had 
been previously traversed. 

' Jellalabad.— Jellalabad, which is a very small town, very dirty, 
and very poor, consisting of about 400 houses, surrounded by a mud 
wall, is situated 2,000 feet above the level of the sea, in 34 25' North 
latitude, and six miles only to the south of Caubul. It stands nearly 
in the centre of a plain, extending from west to east for about twenty 
miles, and having a breadth of ton or twelve. Only a narrow tract of 
this space, in the immediate vicinity of the river which traverses the 
plain on its northern side, is level; and this is very fertile and well 
cultivated, being clothed with verdure of all sorts, and studded over 
with groups of fine trees, together with crops of sugar-cane, cotton, 
rice, jewarrie, and Indian corn. Numerous villages are scattered along 
tlie mai'gin of the river, but the breadth of this fertile tract seldom 
exceeds a couple of miles, and a very short way south of the river the 
country is a stony waste of low, undulating, and barren hillocks, which 
gradually rise up to the base of the Safaed Koh, distant about twenty 
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miles from the riror. Here it again improves, and numerous villages 
are to be seen Clustered under the foot of tills gigantic range, or perched 
a considerable way up its slope ; the Caulml river is here a broad, rapid 
and clear stream. It has a breadlh during October of 100 yards, but its 
banks are far apart and low. It cun be forded in several places. 
Travellers cross it on bullock hides stuffed •with straw, on which they 
first place their clothes, and lying upon them flat, kick away with their 
feet. It is astonishing what a little way they go down the stream, con¬ 
sidering tlio force of the current. The temperature of the river at 
sunrise is .56 , air being 60“; and at sunset CO*, air being C6* 

The cultivated part of the plain of Jellalabad is much interseeted 
•with water cuts brought from the river, aud is low and swampy. There 
is much rice cu’tivat ion. 

CoUNTti-r BErwEEN Jellai.ab.a.1) and Peshawue. —The road distance 
between these two places is ninety miles, and the country between 
Jellalabad and i;o within fifteen miles of the town of Peshawur is very 
strong, and, generally speaking, exceedingly barren. It may be des¬ 
cribed in a genc^ral manner, us a tract of hilly country lying between 
two ranges of mountains, whicii, running east and west in length, 
enclose between tliera a breadth of about twenty miles from north to 
south. It gives a most erroneous idea of this tract to call it a valley, 
as it is divided iuto a series of ainall plains by cros.s ranges of bills, 
which pass between the Snfaed Kob and the secondary ranges of th^ 
Himalayabs. These plains are generally barren and stony, and have a 
considerable slope from north to south. The river which runs along 
their northern jiiargin has to make its ■way through several narrow 
passages in the rocks, while the only road in one of these isolated 
plains is over the southern skirts of tlic cross ranges of hills; and 
while the distance of the road is ninety miles, the difference of longi¬ 
tude between Jellalabad and Peshawur cannot be much more than half 
that amount. 

From the above tract for the next tliirty miles high bills shoot up 
between the Sufaed Kob and the secondary ranges of the Himalayabs, 
which completely block up -wliat i.s termed the valley of the Caubul. 
The river has to force its way through narrow gorgc.s amongst the 
rocks, while the road clambers over the high hills, called the Lundi- 
khana Pass, in performing which an elevation of 8,400 feet is gained. 
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A flteep descent from this heiglit leads into a narrow Talley, extending 
from east to west for above nine miles; and on tbe east of this valley 
is the top or entrance to the Khyber Pass, which is a narrow ravine 
between high and steep hUls, running in zig-zag lengths from west to 
east. Its length is about twelve miles. The elevation at its head or 
top is about 3,000 feet, and at its foot 1,670; and four miles from the 
top, on a conical hill which rises up in the centre of the pass, is the 
fort of Ali Musjid. A fine stream which gushes out of the sand 
and rocks at tho head of the pass, rushes down its bed. Both the 
Lundi-khana and Khyber hills are covered stunted brushwood, which^ 
contrasted with the barren hills hitherto seen, look almost fertile. They 
are, however, barren enough. 

Thu Plain and Town op Pesuawue. — The plain of Peshawur 
stands between the Khybcr Pass and tho town of Peshawur, and has 
a descent of 600 feet from the foot of tho former to the town, and 
probably as much more thenco to tho Indus. It has a length of about 
sixty miles, extending west and east from the Khybor hfils to the river 
Indus, and a breadth of between thirty and forty miles, lying between 
two high ranges of mountains which run from west to east. The 
southern barrier is a continuation of the Kajgul or Sufaed Koh moun¬ 
tains, which, when they approach tho river Indus, take a circular sweep 
from south to north across the valley, and, running parallel with tho 
river, separate it from tho plain by a narrow pass or defilo called the 
Gidur Gully, and aflbrd an outlet from tbe valley down upon the banks 
of the Indus. The Caubul river emerges from the valley to join tho 
Indus a little to the north of this passage. The Sufaed Koh also sends 
a shoot across the Indus, which rushes through a narrow opening in 
its rocks. This appears in tho Puujaub under tho name of the “ salt 
range,” 

The plain of Peshawur is, with a few exceptions, fertile and well 
cultivated. The crops on the ground which are cut in November are 
Jewarrie and Indian corn. Tho exceptions above alluded to are the 
first six or eight miles from the foot of the Khyber hiUs on tho western 
side of the plain, which is an extremely barren and stony tract, 
and destitute of water. The Jumrood rivulet, which runs down 
the pass, hardly emerges beyond it, being dried up in the sands. 
Towards tho lower or eastern side of tho plain it again bccoraes barren 
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and stony, and covered with boer and jhow bushes, and the country is 
hilly and undulatinj,', and out up by deep ravines. 

The town of Peshawur stands in latitude 34°, being little more than 
thirty miles to the south of Caubul on the slope of a gentle elevation, 
which rises out of the plain at this particular point. It is almost equi¬ 
distant from the hilly ranges which hound the valley on its northern 
and southern extremities, aud is fifteen miles from the Khyber hills, 
and forty-four from the Indus. Its height is 106 feet above the sea. 

The principal bazaar, which has a steep descent from east to west, 
extends the whole length of this city, which is about half a mile long. 
It has good shops Med with the produce, botlx of India and Khorassan; 
and many of the bouses are three stories high, and built of pucka 
brick, ilndividually, they are superior to those of Caubul; but as a 
whole, the town is far inferior in every way—in population, in trade, in 
appearance, Aco. 

The environs are pretty, the town being encompassed by gardens and 
clumps of fine trees, amongst which iiro the baubul and date. On the 
latter as well as o)i numerous temporary accommodations, are suspended 
from twenty to thirty men by tho nock, a proof, according to a cele¬ 
brated traveller, of a considerable advance in civilization. Tho Persian 
wheel, which is constantly at work round the town in raising water for 
irrigation, is a more pleasing one. 

The Caubul river flows down, tho plain of Peshawur from west to 
east, about eight mdes north of tho city. It has here a fine broad 
stream of nearly 200 yards in breadth, and is not fordable. It has a 
current of two miles an hour. 


The following is tho average of the 

range of the 

thermometer in 

part of November, at Peshawur:— 

Lowest, 

Jliffhest, 

At sunrise in air. 

34” 

66“ 

“ 2 P. Ji. in tent. 

66" 

86“ 

“ sunset in air . 

01“ 

71“ 






424 


APPENDIX. 


TREATY WITH SHAH SHOOJA OOL MOOLK 
AND RUNJEET SING, THE MAHARAJAH OF 
THE PUNJAUB. 


1. Shah Sliooja Ool M!oolk disclairaa all tille on tlio part of him - 
self, his heirs and successors to all the ttpritonos lying on either bank 
of the river Indus, that may bo possessed by the Maha Eaja; viz. 
Cashmere, including its limits, E.W.N.S. together with the fort of 
Atuk, Chuk Huzara, Klicbel Arab, with its dependencies, on the left 
bank of the aforesaid river, and on the right bank Pyahawur, with 
the Yusufzay territory, Khutnks, llushtnugur, Meehan, Khohat, 
Himgoo and .all the places dependent on Pyshawur, as far as the 
Khybur Pass ; Bunco, tho Vuzyry territory. Dour Frank, Gorang 
Kalabaugh and Kushal Ghur, with their dependent districts, Dera 
Ismayl Khan, and its dependency together with Deem Ghazee Khan, 
Kot Mithan, Osmar Kote and their dependent territory, Singhur, 
Dajeb, Hajeepore, Kajenpore, ami the tlirec Kuchics, as well as 
Maukera, with its districts, and tho province of Mooltau, situated on. 
the left bank. These countries and place.s are considered to he the 
property, and to form the estate of tho Maha Baja; and the Shah 
neither has, nor will have, any concern with them, they belong to the 
Maha Baja and his posterity, from generation to generation. 

2. The people of tho country on the other side of KUybur will not 
be suffered to commit robberies, or aggressions, or any disturbances on 
this side. If any defaulter of either state, who has embezzled the 
revenue, takes refuge in the territory of tlie other, each party engages 
to surrender him, and no person shall obstruct the passage of the 
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stream whicli issues out of tire Khybur defile, and supplies the fort of 
Futtyghur with water, according to ancient usage. 

3. As, agreeably to the treaty established between the British 
Government ai d the Maha Baja, no one can cross, from the left to the 
right bank of the Sutlej without a passport from the Maha Baja, the 
same rule shall be observed regarding the passage of the Indus, whose 
waters join the Sutlej, and no one shall be allowed to ci'oss the Indus 
without tlie Miiha Baja’s permission. 

4. Begarding Shikarpoor and the territory of Scindo, lying on the 
right bank of the Indus, the Shah will agree to abide, by whatever 
may bo settled as right and proper, in conformity with the happy 
relations of friendship subsisting between the British Government and 
the Maha Baja through Captain Wade. 

5. When the Shah shall have established his authority in Cabool 
and Kunduhai', he will annually send the Maha Baja the following 
articles; viz., tifty-fivc high-bred horses, of approved colour and 
pleasant paces, eleven Persian scimitars, seven Persian poinards, 
twenty-five good mules, fruit of various kinds, both dry and fresh, and 
sirdas or musk melons of a sweet and delicate flavour (to be sent 
throughout the your), by way of tiro Cabool river, to Pyshawur, grapes, 
pomegranates, apples, quinces, almond.s, raisins, pislabs or chionuts, an 
abundant supply of (.'uch ; as well as pieces of satin of every colour; 
cbogas of fur, kiiu-khubs wrought with gold and silver, and Persian 
carpets, altogether to the number of lt)l pieces. .-Ml these articles the 
Shah will continue to send every year to the Maha Baja. 

6. Eacli parly shall address tlio other on terms of equality. 

7. Merchaats of Afl'ghanistan who will bo desirous of trading to 
Lahore, Aratutsii', or any parts of the Maha Baja’s possessions, shall 
not bo Btopja d or molested on their way ; on the contrary, strict orders 
shall be issi ed to facilitate their intercourse, and the Maha Baja 
engages to observe the same line of conduct on his part with respect 
to Affghanisinn. 

8. The Maha Baja nill yearly send to the Shah the following 
articles, in tlie way of fiicndsliip ;—filty-five pieces of shawls, twenty- 
five pieces of mii.'^lin, eleven dojialahs, five pieces of kim-khab, five 
scarfs, five turbans, fifty-five loads of bur rice (peculiar to Py- 
shawur). 
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9. Any of the Maha Eaja’a ofBcers 'who may be deputed to Afif- 
ghaniatan to purchase horsea, or on any other business, aa well as 
those who may bo sent by the Shah in the Punjaub for the purpose of 
purchasing piece-goods or shawls, &c., to the amount of 11,000 rupees, 
will be treated on both sides with due attention, and every facility will 
be afforded to them in the execution of their commissions. 

10. Whenever the armies of the two states may happen to bo 
assembled at the same place, ou no account shall the slaughter of kino 
be permitted to take place. 

11. In the event of the Shah taking an auxiliary force from the 
Maha Raja, whatever booty may be acquired from the Barakzays in 
jewels, harses, arms, great and small, shall be equally divided between 
the two contracting parties. If the Shah should succeed in obtaining 
possession of the property, without the assistance of tho Malm Raja’s 
troops, the Shah agrees to send a portion of it by his own agent to the 
Maha Raja, in the way of friendship. 

12. An exchange of missions charged with letters and presents shall 
constantly take place between the two parties. 

13. Should the Maha Raja require the aid of the Shah’s troops, in 
furtherance of the ohje(;ts contemplated by this treaty, the Shah 
engages to send a force, commanded by one of his principal officers. 
In like manner the Maha Raja will furnish the Shah, when required, 
with an auxiliary force, composed of Mahomedans, and commanded 
by one of bis principal officers, as far as Caubul, in furtherance of the 
objects contemplated by this treaty, when the Maha Raja may go to 
Pyshawur, and the Shah will depute a Shahzaduh to visit him, on 
which occasion, the Maha Ilaja will receive and dismiss him with tho 
honour and consideration, duo to his rank and dignity. 

14. The friends and enemies of each of tho three high Powers, 
that is to say, the British, and Sikh Governments, and Shah Shooja 
Ool Moolk, shall ho the friends and enemies of all. 

15. Shah Shooja Ool Moolk engages, after the attainment of his 
object, to pay without fail, to tho Maha Raja, the sum of two lacs 
of rupees, of the Nanuk Shahy, or Euldar currency, calculating from 
the date on which the Sikh troops may bo dispatched for the purpose 
of re-instating his Majesty in Caubul, in consideration of the Maha 
Raja stationing a force of not less than 6,000 men, cavalry and 
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infantry, of the Mahomedan' persuasion, within the limits of the 
Pyshawnr territory for the support of the .Shah, and to ho sent to the 
aid of his Majesty whenever the British Government, in concert and 
counsel with the MahaEaja, shall deem their aid necessary; and when 
any matter of great importauco may arise to the westward, such 
measure will be adopted with regard to it, as may seem expedient and 
proper at the time to the British and Sikh Governments. In the event 
of the Maha Raja requiring the aid of any of the Shah’s troops, a 
deduction will bo made from the subsidy, proportioned to the period 
for which such aid may be afforded; and the British Government holds 
itself responsible for the punctual payment of the above sum annually 
to the Maba Raja, so long as the provisions of this treaty are duly 
observed. 

16. Sbab Sbooja Ool Moolk agrees to relinquish for himself, his 
heirs and successors, all claims of supremacy and arrears of tribute 
over the country now held by the Ameers of Soindo (which will 
continue to belong to the Ameers, and tlnnr succession in perpetuity) 
on condition of the payment to bun by the Amcors, of such a sum as 
may be determined, under the mediation of the British Government, 
15,000,(lOO C’f rupees of such payment being made over by him to 
Maha Raja Runjeet Sing; on these payments being completed article 
4th of the treaty of 12th Marcli, 1833, will bo considered cancelled, 
and the customary interchange of letters and suitable presents between 
the Maha Raja, and the Ameers of Scindo shall ho maintained as 
heretofore. 

17. When Shah Sbooja Ool Moolk shall have succeeded in esta¬ 
blishing his authority in Aflghanistan, he shall not attack or molest his 
nephew, the ruler of Hurat, in the possession of the territories now 
subject to his Government, 

18. Shah Sbooja Ool Moolk binds himself, bis heirs and successors, 
to refram from entering into negotiations with any foreign state without 
the knowledge and consent of the British and Sikh Governments, and 
to oppose any power having the desire to invade the Sikh or British 
territories by force of arms, to the utmost of bis ability. 

The three Bow ers, parties to this treaty, viz. the British Government, 
Maha Raja Runjeet Sing, and Shah Sbooja Ool Moolk, cordially agree 
to the ibregoing articles. There shall bo no deviation from them, and 
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in that case, the present treaty shall be considered binding for ever; 
and this treaty shall eome into operation from and after the date on 
which the seals and signatures of the three contracting parties shall 
have affixed. 

Done at Lahore, this 26th day of .Tune, in the year of our Lord 
1838, corresponding with the 16th of ti e month of Asarh, 1895, era of 
Bikarmajit. 

(Signed) Auckland, 

Eunjbet Sing, 

Sb AH Shooja Ool Moolk. 
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THE BRITISH RELATIONS WITH OUDE. 


The Vizier now the King of Ondc is one of our most ancient 
allies. His territory was guaranteed by us as early as 1766. 

In 1768, Iho Vizier agreed not to maintain an army of more than 
thirty-fire t'louaimd men, of whom not raoro than ten thousand should 
be trained and disciplined like English troops. 

In 1773, tho King of Hehleo having abandoned Allahabad, and 
given Currah and Gurrah to the Mahrattas, which places had been 
assigned by tho British dovernment for his Majesty’s maintenance, 
that Government bound itself to place tho Vizier in possession of those 
districts, on his paying fifty lacs of rupees; and the Vizier further 
agreed to pay a brigade consisting of two battalions of Europeans, six. 
battalions of sepoys, and a company of artillery, at the rate of two 
lacs and ton thousand rupees per mensem, whilst their services should 
be recpiired. 

In 1775, tho British Government undertook the defence of the Oude 
country for which the Vizier made certain cession of territory. 

In 1781. tho temporary brigade was withdrawn, and the troops left 
in the Oude territory limited to cost only rupees 3,10,000 per mensem. 
TheViziei- was permitted to resume all Jageers, except those guaranteed 
by the Company. The Governor General recommended the Vizier to 
reduce his troops to the number he had the means of paying; that he 
should receive into his private purse only a sum sufficient for tho ex¬ 
penses of his person and household ; and that he should leave the re¬ 
mainder ill the public treasury, under the management of his minister, 
and the inspection of tho resident. In 1787, the Marquis Cornwallis 
negoeiated with tho Vizier the terms of his future subsidy, which was 
to be fifty lacs a year; when more troops were required, the Wuieer 
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was to pay for tliem j wlieu any of those for which this payment was 
made, were recalled, the amount Wiis to ho reduced accordingly. The 
entire management of his country was to remain with the Vizier. 

In 1797, the Vizier agreed to defray the cost of n regiment of Dra¬ 
goons, and one of native cavalry, provided it did not exceed five lacs 
and a half of rupees pier annum. 

In 1798, a treaty of ofl'ensivo and defensive alliance was entered into 
with the Vizier. The subsidy was increased to seventy-six iacs of 
rupees, to commence from the accession of Saadat Alli .Khan to the 
Musmul. The subsidiary force maintained in Oudo never to be less 
than ten thousand men of all .arms. The fortress of Allahabad was 
also ceded to the Company. The Vizier agreed to rcduco his establish¬ 
ments, and to consult the Company's Government on the best mode of 
effecting this. No political relations were to exist on the part of the 
Nuwab, without the knowledge of the Company. 

In 1801, the Vizier ceded to the Company in pmrpetuity, and in 
commutation of his money payments orrall accounts, territory yielding 
one orore and thirty-five lues of rupees per annum.* The number 
of the Vizier’s own troops was limited, the British Government under¬ 
taking the defence of his territories against all foreign and domestic 
enemies, a detachment of British troops, with a proportion of artillery, 
remaining at all times attacliod to II. E. The possession of the re¬ 
maining territory guaranteed to H. E. his heirs and suocesBors, with 
the exercise of his and their authority therein. His Excellency will 
always advise with, and act in conformity to, the councils of the officers 
of the Hon’blo Company in the Government of his country. 

In 1816, certain territory, conquered from the Goorkas, was ceded to 
the Vizier, in commutation of the second loan of a croro of rupees, 
furnished to the Company in the previous year. 

In 1819, the Vizier of Oiide assumed the title of King, and was 
crowned in the following year. By this act ho threw off the nominal 
allegiance which he owed to the King of Delhi, as holding the 
office of Vizier and Souhadar of tho province of Oudo under the 
Great Mogul. 

• A Board of Commissioners was immediately nppointod, .at the head of 
which was the Hon'ble Henry Wellesley, for the provisional settlement and 
administration of the districts. 
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During tli ,0 Bupmeso war, tlie King of Oudo advanced in 1826, a- 
third crore of rupees on loan, the interest of wliieli was also appro¬ 
priated to the payment of atipciids. Tho pensioners on tliis, as well as 
on. the former occasion, were, by tho King’s desire, placed under tho 
guaranteo of the British Govorumeut. There is a third chvss of pon. 
sionors under British guarantee, the legatees under the will of tho 
Bhow Begtim, mother of tho lato hlabob Asof-ul-Dowlah. Tho 
Company were guarantoos to an ciigagoinent between her and the 
Nabob Suadat AUi on his accession in 1798, and sbo afterwards, by a 
will dated 29th October, 181:1, oonstiluted tho Company heir to her 
property, which at her death ("ISlh December, IKlo.) was estimated to 
amount to 89,48,910 rupees. The condition attached to this bequest 
was, tliat tlio Company should guarantee tho payment of certain spe- 
citied stipend.? to Jicr relations and dependents, .and take them under 
their protection. Tho Britisli Government, though they consented to 
carry the p wisions of tho will into effect, declined to take advantage 
of the pecuniary bequest in their favour, and accordingly have received 
no more of the property than was sulficient to cnahio tliem to pay the 
pensions, fho residue was paid oyer to tho lato King of Oude. 

A I'urthcT loan of fifty lacs, or half a croro of rupees, was also 
made by the King of Oude, during the Burmese war, and tho late 
King’s predoeofsor was very desirous of appropriating the interest 
which was received (si.x per cent.) as a provision in favour of three of 
his wives and u daughter, whom he much wi.shed to place under our 
guarantee. TIkj inoouvenienco e.\pcrlenccd from the former engage¬ 
ments of this nature, disinclined Government to accede to the proposi¬ 
tion ; they, however, consented to a less exceptionable arrangement in 
regard to ilie pensions. 

Nothing particular in our relations with Oudo occiirrod between tho 
year 1830 and 1837. 

On the 7th ol' July of tho latter year, Nuscerood dcon Hydor, tho 
reigning sovereign died—and Nusseerood-Dowlah the next heir suc- 
ooedeii him. His succeBsion, however, was not secured without a 
daring attempt on the morning of the 8th of July, on the part of the 
Padshah liegum (Queen Dowager) to seize, by a coup de main, the 
throne for her grandson (by adoption) Moona Jauu, in which she so 
far was successful, that the boy was actually seated on the throne of 
the Oude Government, and in the Barradurree of the palace, about 
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three hours and a half, part of that time being before the arrival of 
the British troops (whieh had been sent for at tho commencement of 
the Begum’s attempted difiturbance from their cantonments) and ])art 
after their arrival. 

During the interval, tlic Begum’s paiiizans were very outrageous 
within the palace, keeping in restraint tho Residency officers, and 
actually threatening the life of, and offering personal violence to, tho 
resident and his assistant. 

The resident made fomr attempU, one in person, and three by va¬ 
keels, to persuade tho Begum to remove her adopted sou from the 
throne, and to depart in peace. At last seeing these attempts utterly 
fruitless, and that her followers were increasing in numbers, as well as 
in insolenoe and turbulence, tho resident (Colonel Low) ordered an 
attack by the British troops upon iho dwelling in which tho Begum 
was holding her Durbar, when her followers were speedily expelled, 
losing between thirty and forty men, and the Begum, and tho young 
Pretender, and tho chief r ing-leader of the rebels were all tlirce cap¬ 
tured. On tliis, tranquillity was soon restored. 

The Begum and her son were sent state prisoners, first to Cawnpore, 
and then to Chunar. 

Besides Fureedoon Bukht, whose birth was deemed spurious, and 
his brother Khywan Jah (since dead) Yemenood-dowlah, and Ekbal- 
ood-dowlah the one, the e der, tho other, the younger son of Nawab 
Shumsood-dowlah claimed the throne of Oude. Their claims, how¬ 
ever, were inadmissible cn the principle of Mahomedan law, that 
the eldest surviving paternal uncle is to be preferred to any 
other uncle. 

Yemen-ood-dowlah went to Benares, and Ekbal-ood-dowlah, after in 
vain trying to obtain the recognition of his claim in England, deter¬ 
mined upon passing tho remainder of his days in a life of sanctity in 
Turkish Arabia. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE KINGDOM OF OUDE. 


The kingdom of Oudc, cstjuaivciy of Uic metropolitan pcrgunnaF of 
Lucknow, ift divided into olcvon districts, viz. Sultanporo, Aldeman, 
Partabgarli, Paebhanu'at, Bainswai'a, Salon, ALladgunjc, Gonda, 
Bahraicb, Sarkar, Khairabad, Sundi, and Easodabad, wbich are again 
Bubdivided into 65 x)ergvinuabs 5 and if tlie subdivisions of Lucknow be 
included, tlio whole nuiubcr will amount to 70. 

The general surface of the country, except in the vicinity of its 
rivers, is a plain, declining to the E. S. .E. at the rate of about 7 inches 
in the mile; and it« general aspect is greatly influenced by the seasons, 
presenting daring the hot season one uniform ashy hue, diversified by 
occasioniil patches of irrigated crops, and the deep green scattered 
clumps of tr<!ea bounding the horizon; but with the first fall of rain, 
verdure ensues and progresses with the rains till the commencement of 
the cold season during the course of which it decays. 

Climate. —The climate of Oudc is chiefly dry, and may bo conai» 
dered as ‘ e.xoessive,’ being excluded from the sea breeze. The tempe¬ 
rature rises as high as 112“, and sinks to 28*. The mean daily range is 
about 30*, and tbo mean temperature 74“. 

The year is divided into tho hot, rainy, and cold seasons. The first 
of those includes the months of March, April, May, and June; the 
second commences from July and terminates in October; and from this 
time to February is the cold season, during which the air is dry and 
agreeable, and tho nights cool. Ventilation is unnecessary in a good 
house. The cold is sometimes intense, and ice is easily formed. Tho 
mornings in tho hot .season, at which time tho wind blows from tho 
east and changes to the west about mid-day, are generally cool till 
the middle of May; hut it is found necessary to exclude the air from 
VOL. II. F F 
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the house about an hour after sunrise. The hot winds commence in 
<-■ ■ 

April, and carry along with tliem clouds of a lino light grey sand, 
W’hich enters every crevice, and from being hot and dry, warps and 
cracks furnituro when exposed. During the height of the hot winds, 
travellers occasionally fall down dead from the heat. North-westors 
occur during this stjasoii just after aji easterly wind, and usually como 
on in the afternoon, being often preceded for a day or two by dense 
clouds in the north. In some of these storms no rain falls, henco the 
name of drij norlh-westcrxi but generally there is considerable rain and 
great damage to bnilJiugs and trees caused by them. The wind blows 
from the west about 200 days, anti from the east during tho remainder 
of tho year, When the wind occasionally blows from tho east in the 
hot season, tho air is more free from dust, bnt it is clogged with watery 
vapour brought from tlio Indian ocean, or tho swamps of Bengal and 
Assam. The heat is not thormometricaily so groat, bnt it is equally 
and sometimes more oppressive from its clammy dampness. Tho S. W. 
monsoon begins to bo felt after tbo 20lh of May. 

Tho rainy season generally oommeneos about tho 15th of Juno, with 
very heavy rain, eight to ten inches failing within tho first forty-eight 
hours. During calms, the heat is oppressive, oven in the house, when 
not relieved by artificial moans. The annual fall of rain within tho 
last 30 years, has varied from 70 to Sc inches, and from four to two 
months in duration, but on an average of five or six years it has been 
steadily decreasing. 

Hoar frost occurs almost every year; towards tho ond of the rainy 
season the air is occasionally highly transparent, affording sometimes a 
distinct view of parts of tho Himalaya Mountains, distant nearly 200 
miles, but during the whole o'^tho day, it generally holds in suspension 
a'quantity of fine dust which impairs its trRnsi)aroncy towards the 
horizon. 

Bivebs. —The principal rimrs in the Southern district aro the 
Ganges, Dooha, Giraiti, Sai, Te ns, and tliu Son. 

Tho Ganges, and Delioa, whh h form th<! south-west and north-east 
boundaries, aro usually navigabio, at all seasons, for the largest class of 
boats. Their annual rise is abov.t 30 feet, and their courses proportion¬ 
ally rapid during the freshes. Tho Ganges has a low bed, four miles 
wide, and changes its course annually, whilst tho smaller internal rivers 
are prevented from deserting Ihei.’ channels by the permanence of their 
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banks, which are composed of kankar, betwoou which they have gra¬ 
dually worn out for themselves narrow' channels. Tho surface of their 
waters is from twenty to eighty feet below tho level of their bajjks 
during thi> dry season, and seldom rises more tlian fifteen feet during 
tho rains—frc(]uently only half as much. The Oumtl, which is about 
110 yards broad and bas its origin in tlu; Tarai of llohilkund, is excel¬ 
lently adapted for navigation, but it is intersected at every four or six 
miles by kankar riilges two or three yards wide, which in the dry 
season diminisli the depth from four to tw'o feet. It empties itself into 
tho Ganges belween Uonarcs and Gliazccporo, and is uavigablo during 
tho rains for boats of 1,000 and l.iOOmauuds. Its water during tbis 
season is unfit for drinking, being loaded witli an immense quantity of 
yellow clay, and from November till July being of a pellucid green 
colour, 

Tho Sal is navigable lu tbo rains for boats of 300 maunds as far as 
Eao Bareily, where it is as broad as tho Gumti, but only half as deep. 
Forrics are to l)c sc'on on it. 

Tho Tons is an arm of tho Dcoho, which it leaves five miles above 
Faizabad, and after uniting with tho little Tanju, empties itself into 
tho Ganges, t( n miles below Buxar. It is not navigated above Azim- 
gurgh. 

The Son rises near Shahabad, and, running betw'oen tho Ganges and 
tho Sai, falls into tho latter about three miles above Eae Bareily, It 
forms, tho two or tbreo days in the rains, a cimsidcrablo torrent, but is 
never navigable. 

Lakes or Marshes .—There are no permanent lakes of any considera¬ 
ble extent, but extensive shallow collcotions of water form in the 
hollow part of the plain, among tho most remarkable of which are tho 
Bagaha Tal, about half a mile broad and from four to six feet deep in 
the rains, oommeneing north of Bangamian, and running into the river 
Son, and a jh( el eight miles W, N. W. of Mauikypiur, which is sixteen 
miles long and eight miles broad. Its western extremity is now ten 
miles from the Ganges, and its eastern is connected w'itb that river, 

Af/ricukure .—This branch is at present in a miserably depressed 
state, arising from the ill-contrived and worse administered revenue 
system, and tho generally prevailing iuseeui'ity of lifo and property, 
combined with the annual gradual decrease iu the quantity of rain. 

Agricultural Implements .—These are rude and simple, and consist of 

f F 2 
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tho liar (plough), pliar or iron ploughshare, kudar, narrow hoe or 
pick-axc, pharua or broad hoo, scrawan, plank for smoothing the 
ground, machi or yoln;, pur or garra, a leathern bag, and the)'dogla or 
basket for raising water. 

Son, AND PnoDDCTioNS. —Tho soil is generally light, with a prepon¬ 
derance of siliceous and calcareous earth, tho latter existing in tho 
form of kankar, which is generally, though not always, found liy 
digging six or eight feet. In many plaees it constitntes tho surface of 
tho soil, and acquires at first a dmh green coating, which becomes 
black as the rain departs. The sandy soils called TJsar frequently con¬ 
tain large quantities of sulphate, muriate, and suh-earbonatc of soda, 
and nitrate of potash. In somo places the soil is a dark rich loam, and 
considerably deep. Patches of yellow ohiy are disjiorsed over tho 
country, and clayey soils hardly ever occur iu too great proportion. 
The richest soil is that round the villages, which is enclosed and reserved 
for raising vegetables. 

The articles of cultivation are KodQ, Nariia, Samwa, cotton, makal, 
or bhutta, jundi or joar, bfijra, cordli or mas, inothi, arhari, fil, asachan 
kharif (untransplauted rice), jarliiiu (transplanted rice), chana, genhun, 
jaw, Burson, tisi or arsi, ganha or barra, husum (solllowcr), masur, tho 
poppy, sugar-cane, baingan, sen or bakila, niirsa, taroi, alQ, kaddii, 
paror, khira, kan kali.jauki, kuraila, guihR, tobacco, &c, Tho follow¬ 
ing fruits are also raised, viz., pine, lemon, katahl, jamani hair, and 
custard-apple. Tho European fruits and vegetables come to perfection 
during the cold season. 

Tho trees which are planted are chiefly the mahua, which yields 
annually an oil and spirit, to the value of ten or twelve rupees. Tho 
seeds yield one-fourth of their weight of oil, which is used for burning, 
and substituted for ghee by the poor; it is very palatable, and Maha- 
juns employ it to adulterate ghee. The mangoe, gular, jamani, nim, 
katahl, barhar, aoula, &e,, arc also planted in smaller proportions. 

Natuhal Pboductions. — Aiiimals .—Tho most remarkable are tho 
wolf, hyeena, jackal, fox, hare, deer, nilgae, wild hog, 'porcupine, otter, 
mungoose, squirrel, mouse, field-mouse, rat, musk-rat, two species of 
wild cat (the katas and ban-bilao), bat, flying fox, and porpoise. Tigers 
and wild buffaloes are seen in Bainsw'ara. The domestic animals arc 
the oxen, buffaloes, and sheep. 
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Birds .—The adjutant, saras, partridge, quail, vulture, hawk, kite, 
iTow, ravoa, jay, parrot, paddy-bird, maina, swallow, sparrow, dove, 
cuckoo, koel, lark, kiugrisher, wild goose, wild duck, woodpecker, and 
humnilug-bird. 

Iteptiks. —Alligators, snakes, and lizards of various kinds abound. 
The poisonous snakes are the karait and tho cobra di capello; the 
biskopra is also seen. 

Cruslacecus and hmet Clams .—The chief are the crab, prawn, scor¬ 
pion, centi])cdc, locust j white, black, and red ant; flea, bug, house-fly, 
maufls, musquilo, sand-fly, eyo-flj', beetle, cricket, grasshopper. Tho 
cochineal insect is aometiines seen. 

Medicinal Suhstances ,—There is a great variety, common to most 
other parts of Ilindoostau. 

Forest Trees .—These arc tho tamarind, pipal, banyan, jhau, chilwal, 
rian, sinhoi, bar, dhera oraghor, ch'hiaul, d’bak, akahr, bargad, ka- 
raundii, makoc, and hains. Most of those fort^sts, which vary from 10 
to 2 miles in length, and from 8 to 0 in breadth, are allowed to retain 
their very large and ancient trees, on account of tho thickly covered 
pasture growing under their shade, which tho cattle subsist upon from 
tho end of duno till the middle of January, the fallen loaves yielding 
them food lor tho remainder of the year. The soil in some is extremely 
fertile, and agriculture is pursued. They also aflbrd shelter to oppressed 
and refractory Zemindars and their adherenis from the exactions of 
the Chakledars, who sometimes follow them into those forests, but are 
generally unsuccessfid in tlie pursuit. 

Eesoueces axd Supplies. —All fruits and vegetables common to 
Other ])arts of Ilindoostan and Europo may bo obtained at proper sea¬ 
sons, together with tbo sheep and goats, which are bred for the supply 
of tbe surrounding provinces. TJieir price when compared with that of 
Calcutta is indeed surprising, boiiig Id annas for a full-grown sheep in 
good condition, and 6 to 8 annas for the .smaller. 

Water .—There are numerous wells and tanks, which, notwithstanding 
the calcareous nature of the soil, and the ahimdaut efflorescence of 
nitrate, carlionate, and sulphate of soda apparent on its surface, afford 
good water. 

Building .Materuds .—The rivers Gumti and Tons supply a consider¬ 
able quantity of shells, which afford a beautiful mortar like that of 
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Madras. The only woods fit for building purposes are tbe mabua, nim, 
jamani, and mangoe; unburnt bricbs arc generally used, or layers of 
clay three feet broad and one foot high, each layer being allowed to dry 
before tho next is laid on. 

Eoutes and AppnoAcnns. —There are several roads in Oude, besides 
the military road which connects Lucknow with Cawnpore. 

Tho cantonment of Sultanporc Oude is most easily accessible by the 
river Gumti, which is navigable at all seasons of tho year for boats of 
light draught, from Lucknow on the north-west, and Ghazeepore, Be¬ 
nares, and Jannpore on tho south-east. The roads connecting it with 
Jaunpore, Allahabad, Karc-Manickpoi’c, Lucknow, Fyzabad, and Go- 
ruckpore, ai‘6 in a wretched condition ; tho last-mentioned in particular 
being hardly practicable for wheeled conveyances. The Gumti is 
crossed by a handBom(3 stone bridge at Jaunjwrc, and at its embouchure 
by a bridge of boats, wbiob is maintained there from tlio middle of 
October to tho middle of June. 

Commerce and Manufactubes.-— The internal trade comprises deal¬ 
ings in money, cotton, cloth, grain, &c., and besides tho daily sales in 
every city, town, and largo village, there arc established periodical 
fairs, called M61a, Hat, and Gunj, at which maybe had cloths of dif¬ 
ferent kinds, corals, pearls, looking-glasses, toys, sweetmeats, brass and 
copper vessels, swords, matchlocks, bullocks, drugs, uuwrought iron 
and copper. The exports^ consist of salt, saltpetre, and bullocks; and 
the imports are matcldoeks, lead, swords, shields, horn bows, reeds for 
writing purposes, paper, soap, iron, copper and brass vessels, tin, horses, 
elephants, Lahore salt, medicinal substances, spices, silks, Moorsheda- 
bad rice, kimkbwabs, shawls, &c. Ac. Tho principal manufactures 
comprise salt, saltpetre, gunpowder, arms, cotton cloths, dye-stuffs, 
blankets, sugar, paper, and glass. Oil, paint, and indigo are also 
manufactured on a small scale, but tbe latter is generally of inferior 
quality. 

Manners and Customs .—These accord with those of other parts of 
Hindoostan. "Wealthy Zemindars present small rent free lands to 
Brahmins sufficient to ensure them tlio necessaries of life, which cost 
them little expense. These grantees do not cultivate the ground, but 
employ field labourers, being restricted by their caste from so doing. 
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They are kind and indulgent masters, and usually assist their de¬ 
pendants with small pecuniary advances, especially at the celebration 
of marriages, which are conducted in the following manner:—The 
procession consists of the bridegroom’s friends, the oiEciating pundit, 
and a set of dancing women, and on tlie third day accompanies the 
bridegroom to the bride’s house, where the party remains three days. 
The bridegroom is carried in a palkee, either bought or borrowed; the 
whole ceremony occupies 7 or 8 days, and tho expenses are divided 
equally between the fathers of tbo couple, who arc about 13 years of 
ago, and somiitimcs older, but never below nine. 

Popiilalion .—The population of the towns and principal villages of 
Oudo may be estimated at C5t»,000 souls, consisting of Indus and 
Mussulmans j the former of whom arc in proportion of 3 to 2 of the 
latter. 

Charaeter .—The natives arc naturally humane, and exhibit a love for 
justice and forbearance, but tbo principle of government, both in its 
protective and judicial functions, gives scope for cupidity, personal 
dislike, envy, vindictiveness, and all tho worst passions of human nature. 

Tribes and Religion .—They aro divided iuto brahmins, shukuls, 
tiwaris, dabis, pataks, upadbyas, chaubc, rajputs, chhatri, and a 
number of inferior genera. These aro Indus. Besides, there are tho 
Mussulmans. 1'he religious c.xcitabillity of tho Mussulmans of Oudo 
seems to range lower than that of their co -religionists in Bohilkund, 
Ilydrabad or even Bengal. 

Laiiffuaijie .—Tho language spoken is ITindoostaneo, generally con¬ 
taining fewer II Indoc words than tlio dialects of tho eastern districts, 
but in Salon th ere is a larger admixture of Hindee, rosembling that 
spoken at Lucknow. 
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THE ‘QUARTERLY REVIEW’ ON SIR WILLIAM 
NOTT’S LETTERS AND CAREER. 


Thk following extract, from tlio 'Quarterly Review’ of October, 
1846, is referred to in tLe Preface to the first volume. 

" We bopo that the public may bo admitted to sec the greater part of 
Sir Wiiliam Nott'a letters during the Affghun campaigns, which might 
he advantageously interwoven with his military dispatches and politi¬ 
cal docvments; but such a work would require a careful editor, one 
well acquainted with India, and fully impressed with the conditions 
under which alone a man like Nott would have sauctioned tho 
publication, either of a privaro correspondenco or of official communi¬ 
cations of a confidential nature. Sueh caution will be especially needful 
in this case, for the General thought strongly and felt keenly, and 
there is a scorching vehemence in his language whenever his bile had 
been stirred. But under proper revision tho materials are here for a 
hook of most lively iuterest and of no transitory value, for here are the 
details of a great national lesson. His history is one that will arouse 
deep reflection, almost as dec]) as had been roused iii Prussia, before 
she could look back from the heights of Moniinartre to the defiles of 
Jena. It carries the same lesson that ne ourselves were taught at 
Walehoren, in 1809, and which w o ought to liavo been taught by the 
Burrard monitorship of 1808, the lesson that no stato can afford to 
trust her armies to incompetent meu, merely because they are men of 
rank and affluence, but least of all w hen we have a competent man 
upon the spot, or permit his being thw arted, trammelled, and super¬ 
seded by imbeciles, however splendidly his superiors, in everything 
save the knowledge of their calling and tho sense of their duty. 
British India needed that lesson, and slic has largely profited by it 
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already. She needed also a lesson which is enforced by every line of 
Nott's history, the folly of underrating any rank or class of tho 
Company’s armed force, tho officers of which are proved and' examined 
before they are trusted with any work of importance, and are com¬ 
pelled, if they have either brains or hearts, to be well acquainted with 
the feelings of the men whom they command, and to treat them with 
the courtesy to which they are in. every way entitled: for the brave 
sepoy is the sou, generally speaking, of the respectable landlord and 
cultivator, holding a situation quite ou a par with our 'excellent 
yeomanry, and he will endure as well as dare everything when he is 
trusted aud led as he deserves to bo. He will shrink neither from the 
Alpine winter nor from the desert march; he will bravo thirst, hunger, 
watching, and die where he stands, with an English huzza ou his lips, 
whenever ho knou s that he is under tho guidance of a Nott or a 
Pollock, a Smith or a Hardiugo.” 
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GENERAL NOTT’S COMMON-PLACE BOOK. 


(The extracts and ori^nal oliservations were mode while liowasyetaLieutouaut.) 


To taaten tlieir mareli in close and compact column, wliich, accord¬ 
ing to the disposition of the ground, might readily be changed into 
any order of battle; to secure thcmsolres against the surprises of the 
night, by strong posts and vigilant guards ; to prevent resistance by 
their unexpected arrival: to elude examination by their sudden de¬ 
parture ; to spread the opinion of their strength and the terror of their 
name; and to join the main army at a certain time and place—such 
are the duties of detachments in the field. 


The laws of war, that restrain the exercise of national rapine and 
murder, are founded on two principles of substantial interestthe 
knowledge of the permanent benefits which may ho obtained by a 
moderate use of conquest, and a just apprehension lest the desolation 
we inflict on the enemy’s country may be retaliated on our own.— 
Gibbon’s ‘ Eomo,’ vol. G, p. 68. 

Experience has shown tliat tht; success of an invader most commonly 
depends on the vigour and celerity of Lis operations—tlie strength and 
sharpness of a first attack arc blunted l)y delay ; the health and spirit 
of the troops insensibly languish in a distant climate; the naval and 
military force, a mighty effort whieJi perhaps can never be repeated, is 
silently consumed; and every hour that is wasted in negociations 
accustoms the enemy to contemplate and examine those hostile terrors 
which, on their first appearance, he deemed irresistible. — Gibbon’s 
‘ Borne,’ vol. 6, p. 203. 

The policy of an action may bo determined from the tardy lessons of 
experience: but, before we act, our conscience should be satisfied of 
the justice and propriety of our enterprise.—Gibbon’s ‘Borne,’ vol. 11, 

p. 12, 
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For every war, a motive of safety or revenge, of honour or zeaJ, of 
right or convenience, may be readily found in the jurisprudence of 
conquerors. 


Genius may anticipate the season of maturity, but in [the education 
of people, as in that of an individual, memory must be exercised before 
t!ie powers of reason and fancy can bo expanded; nor may the artist 
liope to cqv.al or surpass, till ho has Icariu'd to imitate, the works of 
his predecessors.—Gibbon’s * Home,’ vol. 12, page 140. 


Human virtue stands on a tottering foundation, and is subject to bo 
blown down by every gust of wind; audit is an established maxim, 
that those are in mo.st danger of falling who triumph most in their own 
strength. Of all the various contests among men, we must allow this 
to be an admonition of the soundest philosophy and most divine 
religion—“ llemcmbor thy end, and let euTtiity cease.” To court that 
which is ungrateful to us, or to fly from that which we love, are hard 
lessons; but in many cases they arc essential to our happiness ■■ and 
this we are sure of—that the forgiveness of injuries is the condition of 
divine mercy.—Hanway, vol, 1, p. 3t54. 


A military loader cannot bo formed, like many other characters of 
respectability in the state, by mere ex])erionce in the common course of 
business. At the same time that he ezidcavours to control accidents 
hy general maxims and comprehensiro views, he must vary his parti¬ 
cular measures with the varying moment of action. In the midst of 
danger, and at a moment’s warning, ho must call to his aid all the 
results jf his past experience and observations; banish from his mind 
every,extraneous idea that fancy or casual association might suggest to 
distrac/i his thoughts and mislead his judgment, and perceive at a 
glance the shortest and most effectual process for attaining his object. 
—Thomson’s ‘ Maxims of War,’ p>age 483. 


The noblest triumph of patriotism consists in forgetting our private 
animosities and resentments—our feelings of unrewarded service, and 
injured, perhaps insulted, merit; when the good of our country again 
requh'cs our active exertions,—‘ Military Mentor,’ vol. 1, p. 67. 
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I eaa suppose—I could almost excuse—the rcluetanee of subjects to 
servo on a distant frontier, at the will of a tyrant. But tbo man who 
dares not expose his life in the defence of his children and his property 
has lost in society the lirst and most active energies of nature.—■ 
Gibbon’s ‘Home,’ vol. 12, jiage 203. 


He that confines himself to his own views only, however just they 
may bo, is in most eases less likely to improve than he that adopts, 
compares, and enlarges upon the thoughts of others. In all ages 
men have been accustomed to learn from one another. It is only after 
an attention to the best authors, and consulting such as have drawn 
their reflections from experience, that we can treat with confidence any 
subject upon which we design to write. 


To reflect justly is the fuuction. of the mind; to feel sensibly the 
impulse of these reflections is the pleasure of tho heart; but to find 
our own happiness in that of others—this, surely, is the most exqui¬ 
site and refined delight of which human nature is susceptible.— 
' Military Mentor,’ vol. 1, page 183. 

Every officer ought to have constantly in his mind the maxim of 
Homer, that “ good advice does as much honour to him that takes, as 
to him that gives it.”—‘ Military Mentor,’ vol. 1, page 19G, 


Precision, energy, and simplicity of style are important acquisitions 
for a military man, who ought to know how to express himself with 
neatness, as well by writing as verbally. It may bo very possible to 
plan with skill a military operation; but this bus boon sometimea 
known to miscarry, fronj tho orders having been confusedly given, and 
thus misapprehended. You ought, therefore, to accustom yourself 
betimes to attempt at writing with purity and precision.—‘Military 
Mentor,’ vol. 1, page 217. 

It is the distinguishing trait of nn able General never to fight but 
when he pleases, and it is an equal proof of want of ability to be obliged 
to engage in action contrary to your inclinations.—‘ Military Library,’ 
vol. 2, p. 46'li. 
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“ Letters,'' says Cicero, “ cnnoblo tlio diameter of youtb, and aro 
tlio charm of adva nced af;o; they give an additional grace to prosperity, 
niid adversity receives from them lior sweetest consolations. In our 
houses, in those of otlicrs, in travelling, in solitude, in all seasons, and 
in all places, they arc the greatest charm and solace of our lives." 


' Politics is the art of governing a state, aiul of directing its public 
concerns. It comprises, of course, a I'liowlodgo of the reiativo 
situations and interests of other powers. This ought to bo studied by 
an officer as a science immediately eonnoctod with that of war.—' Mili¬ 
tary M'ontor.’ vol. 1, page 21.9. 

Kingdoms or states, though they have received mauy overthrows, 
should never cowardly yield themselves npto he slaves to their enemies 
or tyrants, hut endeavour to look fortune again in the face, and to be 
ready to overcome or lose more gleriously, or get more honourable 
terms of agreomont. Because hy yielding they can hope for nothing 
but the saving ol' the lives of their inhabitants, and it will be in their 
enemies' power to deprive them of those whenever they think proper; 
and peace if assuredly more grievous to men in subjection, than war 
can be to those ijcrsons who enjoy their liberties. For it is an incou- 
tostible truth, tiiat all men ■whose, last hope and resource rest in arms 
nourish that hope and grow adventurous in it. A just cause is the best 
defence agaiu.st a strong enemy. 


iSnbordination consists in a picrfcct submission to tho orders of supe¬ 
riors, and i a a perfect dcpendcuee, regulated by the rights and duties 
of every military man, from the General to the pilvatc. Without subor¬ 
dination, it is ut terly impossible that a corps can support itself, that its 
motions can be regularly conducted and performed, and the service 
carried on; in fact, it is subordination that gives soul and harmony to 
the service ; it adds strength to authority, and merit to obedience; it 
supports the slafT of the Field-Marshal and tho sword of the soldier, 
and securt 8 botli the efficacy of the command and tho honour of the 
oieoulion ; it is subordmation which prevents disorders, and procures 
every advantage to an army. 
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If to mean Lonostly and to act rightly bo all that is ncoossary to con¬ 
stitute happiness, it should sewn a sort of impiety to call that man 
miserable who is conscious of having always regulated his conduct by 
the best intentions.—Cicero. 


High on a rugged rook the gods ordain, 

Majestic virtue shall her throne maintain; 

And many a thorny path her sons must press. 

Ere the glad summit shall their labours bless. 

There joys serene to arduous toils succeed. 

And peace eternal is the victor’s meed.—Hesiod. 

Honours and riches may be conferred on any man, tliongh undeserv¬ 
ing of them j but reputation and glory proceed only from ourselves. 
High birth and other accidental circumstances, if properly applied, 
contribute much to acquire and establish personal consequence, be¬ 
cause they place a man in a situation where ho can give scope to his 
genius j whereas another, though possessed of the most extensive abi¬ 
lities, if deprived of these advantages, is continually checked and kept 
under by the superior influence, jealousy, and malice of the great, wlio 
think they have a right to everything, wiiout being at the trouble of 
acquiring the knowledge and soionco necessary to fulfil the duties of 
the employments they aspire to. 


Ho position in political pldlosophy is mere obvious than that systems 
of polity, civil or ecclesiastical, must bo adapted to the sentiments, 
habits, opinions, and even prejudices of the people: such reforms, 
therefore, as overlook these, however abstractedly agreeable to reason 
and rectitude, are neither reasonable nor right in their application to 
those particular cases, because they do not conduce to the happiness of 
the subject.—Bissott's ‘ George III.’ 


A General ought to compare each circumstance, foresee everything, 
and he should, above all, have a thorough knowledge of the country ; 
a presence of mind that nothing can disconcert, and a firmness of soul 
that will remain unshaken amidst the most apparent danger.—Count 
Turpin’s ‘ ArtofWar,’ vol. 3. 
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Tho chief oongtituonts of national prosperity arc—first, the means of 
subsistence, through agriculture, mines, fisheries, manufactures, and 
commerce ;i secondly, defence in military and naval strength for secur- 
ing these advantages, comprehending also connections with foreign, 
countries, when conducive either to benefit or security; thirdly, the 
preservation and improvement of that physical and moral character 
which is best fitted for restraining and promoting the advantages ; this 
head requires the encouragement of useful and liberal arts, and in 
every civilized and enlightened country the promotion of science and 
literature; fourthly, the gratification of prevalent habits of comfort 
enjoyments, as far as depends upon government, unless restriction be 
necessary fir the public good and the libcrt}' of the subject, without 
w'hioh. to V gorous and independent spirits, no other blessings of life 
can allbrd porfout enjoyment; fifthly, subsidiary to the rest is provision 
for the continuauco of these, ns far as human foresight can extend,— 
Bissetr’s ‘ Cleorgo III.' 


Foresight and activity arc tho first stops toward great actions; a 
General endowed with those qualities may accomplish all, or at least a 
groat part of whatever he undertakes. Tlie more difficult an enter¬ 
prise appears, the more should a General try his genius to find out such 
expedients as may do honour to the ijungination of a great soldier. A 
General, with a genius and a liking for his bu.siuo.ss, will find resources 
on every ocoasion; want of strength will bo supplied by art, and strata¬ 
gem will prevail over stratagem.—Count Turpin’s ‘ Art of War,’ 


An offieer’a negligenco is more dangerous than his inability. The 
desire of acquiring honour gives activity; hut it is tho love of his pro¬ 
fession that gives him tho penetration necessary for searching into the 
most secret designs.—Count Turpin’s ‘Art of dVar.’ 


A detaehmont cannot bo too cautious in its march, and the officer who 
neglects this betrays tho confidence reposed in him by the generals, 
exposes himself to the danger of being beat, and to the disgrace of 
owing it. to bis own negligence. Witness Captain Blackny’s defeat and 
death during the Nepaul war. 
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An officer who commands a detachment, for any expedition whatever, 
cannot possibly take too much care to foresee the cheeks that may 
happen to him. If ho is beaten, it should bo wholly owing to a supe¬ 
riority of force. Ho who, after taking all tho precautions possible, is 
beaten by an enemy who has tho advantage of number, has nothing to 
reproach himself with; but he who, with ability, has nevertheless 
neglected certain precautions, and is beat because they were not taken, 
is certainly culpable in the eyes of intelligent men. But if this check 
induces him to neglect nothing necessary to tho avoiding of a second, 
ho cannot pass for a bad officer; that appellation is only applicable to 
him who, suffering himself to be blinded by conceit, or the false lights 
which self-love makes him fake for tho effects of a superior genius 
suffers the enemy to obtain an easy victory. 


In all great enterprises, the attempt spjioars impracticable to little 
minds ; but tho brave aiad valiant know that to dare is to conquer.— 
‘ Tacitus’s Hist.’ 


Prosperity tries the human heart with tho deepest probe, and draws 
forth the hidden character. Wo struggle with adversity, but success 
disarms us .—' Tacitus’s Hist.' 


Tho noble mind stands a siego against adversity, whilst the little 
spirit capitulates at once. Tnie courage grapples with misfortune, and, 
in the last distress, still makes head against every difficulty. The mean 
and abject sink down in des])air, and yield without a struggle. 


It can hardly be questioned, but however bravo a nation may be its 
valour is of little avail unless its troops aro properly armed, thoroughly 
disciplined, judiciously organised, and ably commanded.—‘ Military 
Libraiy.’ 


A clear, unblemished character, comprehends not only tho integrity 
that will not offer, but the spiirit that will not submit to an injury ; and 
whether it belongs to an individual or to a community, it is the foun¬ 
dation of peace, of indcspondonce, and of safety.—‘Junius’s Letters.' 
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STerer approaeli a wood or mountain, unlosa ymi occupy it entirely, 
ia A rule that must for over bo observed, and cannot bo tranagrcBsed 
without imminent danger.—‘Lloyd's German War.' 


It ever happens, when a barbarous nation is conquered by another 
more advanced in the arts of peace, that it gains in elegance a recom¬ 
pense for what it loses in liberty.—‘Gen. Hist, of Eng.’ 


Hope is, indeed, very fallacious, and promises what it seldom gives; 
but its promises are more valuable than the gifts of fortune, and it 
seldom frustrates without assuring us of recompensing the delay by a 
greater bouniy.—.Johnaton. 

It is the misfortune of weak and ill-disciplined minds to be incapable 
of discerning that point of moderation whore to stop is prudence—to 
jiroceod, inevitable ruin. 


The right of discussing public measures belongs to every free-born 
Briton; its e xercise promotes his sense of personal importance—the 
best nouriflher of liberty and independence. 

In our present eoiulition, which is a middle state, our minds are, as 
it wore, chequered w ith truth and falsehood ; and as our faculties are 
narrow, and our views imperfect, it is impossible but our curiosity must 
meet wil b many repulses. The business of mankind in this life being 
rather to act than to know, their portion of knowledge is dealt to them 
accordingly.—‘ Spectator.’ 

The multitude, in all countries, are patient to a certain point. Ill- 
usage may rouse their indignation, and hurry them into excesses, but 
the original fault is in Government.—^Junius. 


Few n CO qualified, by thSir 'own reflection, to mark the boundaries 
between vice and virtue. To separate the useful from that which leads 
to destruction is not the talent of every man. The example of others is 
the school of wisdom.—Tacitus. 


(1 G 2 
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By important scenes of action the powers of tlie niiiul arc roused ; 
the heart expands to meet the occasion; while, on the other hand, 
feeble spirits shrink from a great opportunity, and grow less by elera- 
tion.—Tacitus. 

Commercial monopoly, which solely cor siders present gain, is of all 
others the most unfit spring of government, which ought to regard tho 
advantage of distant posterity. The views of Lord Cornwallis and 
Sir George Barlow being confined to temporary tranquillity, had they 
been followed by their successors, India would have been lost to the 
British Empire. 

Flattery wears a badge of servitude, w Lilo malignity speaks the tone 
of independence, aud is therefore well received.—Tacitus. 

Tho civil power iu every woll-constitutod government ought to be 
supreme; to obey is the virtue of a soldier. 


He that has delivered his country from oppression, or freed the 
world from ignorance and error, can excito the emulation of a very 
small number, but be that has repelled tho temptations of poverty, and 
disdained to free himself from distress at tho expense of Hs virtue, 
may animate multitudes by his example to the same firmness of heart 
and steadiness of resolution.—Johnston. 

There is a general succession of events in which contraries are pro¬ 
duced by periodical vidssitudes ; labour and care are rewarded with 
success, success produces confidence, confidence relaxes industry, and 
negligence ruins that rejmtation which accuracy had raised. 


THE END. 
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